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Diocesan Churches and Pastoral Committee (CPC) 

Membership (Hold office for 6 years) 

Chairman: Archdeacon of St Davids (also ex officio) 

Secretary: Mrs Janet Every (not member of the CPC) 

Ex Officio: The Bishop 

  Archdeacon of Cardigan 

  Archdeacon of Carmarthen 

  Revd Canon Phillip Wyn Davies (Representing the Chair of the DAC) 

  The Chair of the DBF (Mr Nick Griffin) 

Appointed by Standing Committee on Behalf of Diocesan Conference:   

3 Laity  Mrs Pat Barker (St Davids) 

  Mrs Jill Tizzard (Cardigan) 

  Mrs Gina Jones (Carmarthen) 

Appointed by the Bishop: 

3 Clergy Revd Caroline Mansell (St Davids) 

  Revd Canon Andrew Loat (Cardigan) 

  Revd Canon Huw Mosford (Carmarthen) 

In attendance: The Diocesan Secretary 

  Revd Marianne Osborne (Transition Missioner) 

The CPC is required to meet at least twice a year, but we meet on average 4 times 

 Redundancy & Closure 

There is an ambiguity between closure and redundancy in the 
redundancy mechanism.  For a number of years, churches have 
ceased to hold services and then not been declared redundant 
until a number of years afterwards.  In effect often closing the 
doors and walking away. 

The CPC has now passed a policy which will only allow closure 
(formal end of services) when all of the legal preliminaries for 
redundancy have been completed.  These are: 

 A DAC Report on Architectural, Artist, Archaeological 
and Historical merit of the building 

 Advice from the Incumbent , Churchwardens and PCC 
as to what should happen to the building and contents 

 Reassigning the Churchyard to the care of another 
PCC. 

 Obtaining a faculty to remove items to other churches 
in the benefice or wider diocese. 

 A report from the RB in relation to deed and title. 

 Notification to the DBF of all funds held (Diocesan 
Requirement) 

 Completion of a Church Viability Form (Diocesan 
Requirement) 

Churches must follow faculty procedure and the RBs policy on 
the disposal of church property in relation to any contents. 
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 Advice 

The CPC advises the Bishop, Nomination Board and Standing Committee 
in matters relating to boundary changes, pastoral re-organisation and 
whether posts should be replaced when they become vacant. 

Quinquennial Matters 

The CPC reviews arrangements for Quinquennial inspections, the 
appointment of approved Architects to the list of inspectors, complaints 
and concerns about the current architects.  On of the factors delaying 
completion of complete Quinquennial reports is that parishes are not 
supplying up to date electrical inspection reports.  This can invalidate 
insurance and could lead to buildings being temporarily closed. 

A number of architects have recently retired or asked to be removed 
from the current list.  Applications to join the Quinquennial Architects’ 
list are welcomed 

Churchyard Matters 

The CPC continues to deal with a number of matters relating to 
misunderstandings over the maintenance and control of churchyards by 
Community and County Councils.   A guidance note has now been 
produced to help clarify the situation and define the legal position. 

Membership Matters 

Mr Andrew Faulkner has been appointed as the new chair of the Diocesan 
Advisory Committee. He has exercised his right to appoint a member of 
the DAC to represent him at the CPC and so the Revd Canon Phillip 
Wyn Davies, who is also the Diocesan Archivist, acts as the DAC 
representative. 

 

Pilgrim Churches 

The CPC is looking with the RB at the creation of shrine or festival churches, 
which remove these buildings from regular Sunday Worship to occasional or 
seasonal use, these are know as Pilgrim Churches.   No clear guidelines have 
been issued by the RB and the Diocese is currently running a number of 
pilots: 

 Bletherston – this has been running for nearly two years and the 
CPC received a presentation from the Revd Derek Davies, who 
has been acting as the cleric there. The CPC has extended the 
pilot scheme here for another two years to 2020. 

 Moylegrove has been mooted as a potential Pilot, but nothing has 
yet happened with this, though the RB has received some interest 
in it being used for another purpose. 

 Llanychaer has asked to be considered as another pilot, and the 
CPC will shortly be considering this. 

There is still much to do on this especially in relation to insurance and 
finances, but it may be a way of avoiding redundancy in some cases, with 
perhaps Pilgrim Churches having to work with in set parameters and paying 
a flat rate contribution to Ministry Share. 

Redundant and Closed Churches Officers 

The RB has recently appointed two officers to look at Closed and 
redundant Churches and to assist parishes when a building is to close and 
be made redundant: 

 Mr Alun Thomas covers Carmarthenshire and Pembrokeshire 
 Ms Rhiannon Thomas covers Ceredigion 

 
NB 
The Constitution of the Churches and Pastoral Committee is detailed in 
Volume II Section 2 of the Constitution of the Church in Wales. 


