
Maundy Thursday evening: Get real: life is our test (Luke 22:31-34) 
 
“Simon, Simon, see the Satan has asked that you be winnowed like wheat. I have 

prayed for you, that your faith be not found wanting. Once you recover yourself, 

strengthen your brothers.” Peter said to him, “Lord, with you, I am ready to go to 

prison and to death. Jesus said, “ I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow today 

until three times you have completely denied that you know me.” 

 

“Simon, Simon – mae Satan wedi bod eisiau’ch cymryd chi i’ch ysgwyd a’ch profi 

ch fel mae us yn cael ei wahanu oddi wrth y gwenith. Ond dw i wedi gweddïo 

drosot ti, Simon, y byddi di ddim yn colli dy ffydd. Felly pan fyddi di wedi troi’n ôl 

dw eisiau i ti annog I chryfhau’r lleill.” “Ond Arglwydd,” meddai Pedr, “dw i’n 

fodlon mynd i carchar neu hyd yn oed farw drosot ti.” “Pedr” meddai’r Arglwydd 

wrtho, “gwranda’n ofalus ar beth dw i’n ddweud. Cyn i’r ceiliog ganu bore fory 

wedi gwadu dair gwaith dy fod di hyd yn oed yn fy nabod i.” 

 

Thursday in Great Week is of huge significance for Christians. Jesus packed in so 

much vital teaching in his words and deeds when he celebrated that last 

Passover meal with his students on the last night of his life. Washing the 

students’ feet was a deed that we can hardly grasp the significance of. It was the 

lowliest of tasks and expressed the power relationship between the one doing 

the washing and the one whose feet were being washed. It wasn’t the symbolic 

act it has become for Christians, it was a deeply practical act but still one that 

showed clearly who was respectable and about to dine and who was going to 

wait at table, who was the Lord and who was his man. We get a sense of that 

when we hear Peter’s baffled question, “Lord, you are going to wash my feet?” 

Jesus did not reject the notion of hierarchy but he completely reframed what 

hierarchy was for. In the same way, on that night, Jesus completely reframed the 

Passover narrative: he takes the unleavened bread of the Passover meal over 

which a blessing is said and which brings into the present the first Passover 

night when the people ate the bread that was not given time to rise because they 

were about to flee Egypt, Jesus takes that unleavened bread, a symbol of the 

bread eaten in haste and names it as we shall hear, my body, given for you and 

commands his students, “do this as my remembrance.” We are so used to it but it 



is completely scandalous: John’s gospel does not include the institution of the 

Lord’s supper, but it is after Jesus has given Judas some of the blessed and 

broken bread that, in John’s gospel, Judas leaves, may be this tipped him over the 

edge. It is important to remember that Jesus was a Rabbi and his students had 

come to him for instruction in the Law and got caught up in something far larger. 

What would we think if a Christian teacher, overlaid our Eucharist with his or 

her own story, putting him or herself at the heart of God’s rescuing work? 

Wouldn’t we be shocked, it is perhaps not surprising that Judas left, more 

surprising that the others stayed but stay they did. There are four cups at the 

Passover, the Seder meal, and at the cup after the meal, the cup of blessing, Jesus 

continues with his own overlay of Seder tradition. Luke writes, “And the cup 

likewise after they had eaten, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

poured out on your behalf.” This Rabbi of the God’s covenant made with Noah, 

made with Abraham, made with the people of Israel at Sinai/Horeb institutes a 

fresh covenant in the Seder cup of blessing that remembers the rescue from 

Egypt, a covenant guaranteed by the blood that he will shed on the following day.  

Shocking, scandalous, appalling: unless true. 

 

And then after Jesus settles an argument amongst them as to which of them is  

the greatest by telling them that he is in their midst as their servant. He then 

turns to Peter with the words with which I started. Jesus addresses him formally 

by his name with a stern warning. ““Simon, Simon, see the Satan has asked that 

you be winnowed like wheat.” It is important to remember here that Satan in the 

tradition is a good guy. Satan is not the devil as we imagine it or Beelzebub. Satan 

has a function to perform, he is the accuser, the prosecuting counsel, in Greek, 

the word that we translate “devil” is the false accuser, in his role as tester, not 

everything he says, not even the words in scripture in his mouth, can be trusted. 

In Hebrew angelology, Satan, which his not his name but his title, the accuser has 

an important role, which we see him perform at the beginning of the book of Job. 

It is his role to reveal the truth of things. Do you see my servant Job?, God is 

described as saying, how good, how faithful he is? Yes, says Satan, but look how 

you have blessed him, who wouldn’t be good and faithful, given what he has 

received. No doubt a believable scenario when Job was written, not so believable 



today. Good point replies God, who then gives Satan permission to test Job, 

although he is not allowed to take Job’s life. Jesus warns Peter very formally, 

using his proper name, Simon, that he is about to be winnowed to be tested and 

that Jesus has prayed that his faith endures. Jesus does not command him to try 

hard and pass the test, to make sure he succeeds but expresses his own faith in 

him, “Once you recover yourself, strengthen your brothers.” When Peter tries to 

promise Jesus that he will be strong enough to go to prison and die for him, Jesus 

tells him, using his nickname, that before cockcrow, Peter will have denied any 

knowledge of Jesus three times. This is not about false heroics or inhuman feats 

of bravery for God. This night would test Peter’s metal, not so much in how he 

reacts to a possible agonizing death, what normal sensible human being wouldn’t 

do all that they could to avoid that, what Peter had to survive, in living through 

Jesus’ warning, his own bravado and his fear when it came to it, was the loss of 

the image he had of himself as brave and strong and true and what he discovered 

was faith not in himself but in the confidence that Jesus had in him, despite 

knowing that on this night, Peter’s bravery would fall short but that even so, his 

faith would not, Peter’s faith in Jesus’ confidence in him, faith in God’s acceptance 

of him enabled him to face his own weakness and fear and not be disabled by it. 

No doubt Satan, the diabolos, the false accuser, used all sorts of means to 

persuade Peter that disowning Jesus put him beyond redemption, Peter had 

learnt enough to know that wasn’t true, and even disowning Jesus, found the 

courage to carry on. 

 

As Christians, this reliving of Great Week, is not so as to recall us to bravery, to 

heroic faith, to great deeds of service and evangelism, to great feats of service to 

others. Rather it is to encourage us to place our trust, not in ourselves, our 

abilities, our faith, our goodness, our gifts and talents but in the one who loves us 

as we really are. We can put down our masks, not necessarily before the whole 

world and other people, sometimes we need our defences but the good news is, 

we no longer have to deceive ourselves or run from the sight of the person we 

are reflected in the eyes of God. Whatever we see when we take a good hard look 

at ourselves and our lives, God has faith in the real person we can only bear to 



glimpse occasionally, that this real us is not only infinitely precious to God but 

also a channel of God’s grace and love for others and for God’s world. 


