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Wednesday in Great Week: Get Real: “It’s how we react in the real world that 

reveals who we are.” 

 

St Luke’s Gospel 21:34-38 

 

“Pay careful attention to yourselves so that your hearts are not so weighed down 

by hangovers, drunkenness or life’s anxieties that that day comes upon you 

unawares, like a trap, because that day will come to everyone settled across the 

face of the whole earth. Keep awake and at all times, pray to have the strength to 

escape all these things that are to happen and to stand before the son of man.” 

During the day he taught in the Temple and at night lodged at the hill called 

Olives. The whole people went to the Temple from early morning to listen to 

him.” 

 

“Gwyliwch eich hunain. Peidiwch gwastraffu’ch bywydau yn gwneud dim byd on 

joio, meddwi a phoeni am bethau materol, neu bydd y diwrnod hwnnw yn eich 

dal chi’n annisgwyl bydd fel cael eich dal mewn trap. A bydd yn digwydd i bawb 

drwy’r byd i gyd. Cadwch eich llygaid yn agored! Gweddiwch y byddwch chi’n 

gallu osgoi’r pethau ofnadwy sy’n mynd i ddigwydd, ac y cewch chi sefyll o flaen 

Mab y Dyn. Roedd Iesu yn dysgu pobl yn y deml bob dydd ac yna gyda’r hwyr yn 

mynd yn ôl i dreulio’r nos ar ochr Mynydd yr Olewydd. Yn gynnar bob bore 

roedd tyrfa o bobl yn casglu at ei gilydd i wrando arno yn y deml. 

 

Jesus has been teaching that disaster will come upon Jerusalem because it did 

not respond to his call for repentance. Repentance has been the thread that runs 

through Jesus’ ministry from its starts to this time of his formal visitation to 

Jerusalem, a visitation which he signals through his triumphal entry. After 

weeping over the city, he comes to the Temple and confronts the injustice and 

the blatant breaking of the law that he finds there, which is not only wrong in 

itself but calls into question the intent of those who run the sacrificial system and 

hours of prayer. This doesn’t undermine the genuine nature of the sacrifices and 

the prayers offered by the pilgrims who come. In yesterday’s parable the 

vineyard produced fruit, it is the behaviour of those in power that Jesus is calling 
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into question. Here Jesus is offering advice to those who are not in any position 

to alter the status quo, the remedy the system, to put things right but who will 

have to live with the consequences of the unrighteousness of others. Keep awake, 

have the courage to face what is going on, don’t dull your senses of what is wrong 

with the bigger pictures by alcohol and pleasure, don’t just concentrate on the 

details and problems of your own lives. Be aware of what is going on around you 

so that when the final judgement comes, you can stand before the son of man. 

The image of standing  at the judgement as the aim of our lives, is one that comes 

in the first of the psalms, “Blessed is the man who hath not walked in the counsel 

of the ungodly, nor followed the way of sinners: and hath not sat in the seat of 

the scornful; but his delight is in the law of the Lord and on his law doth he 

ponder day and night. He shall be like a tree planted by the water-side: that will 

bring forth its fruit in due season. Its leaf also shall not wither and look, whatever 

he doeth, it shall prosper. As for the ungodly, it is not so with them; but they are 

like the chaff which the wind scattereth away from the face of the earth. 

Therefore, the ungodly shall not be able to stand when they are judged: nor 

sinners in the assembly of the righteous. For the Lord preserveth the righteous 

but the way of the ungodly shall perish.” The relevant verse in Cymraeg, “Am 

hynny, yr annuwiolion ni safant yn y farn: na phecharduriaid yng ghynulleidfa y 

rhai cyfiawn.” 

 

The question for us is, what sort of lives must we live now to be able to stand at 

the judgement. Lots of committed Christians ignore the importance of these 

words. Too easily we see judgement as a negative thing: it is precisely the 

opposite. Judgement, the promise of it, the reality of it is the only thing we can 

base our real lives on. And remember getting real is the theme of this week. 

Without true judgement, without justice, the criminals, those who are prepared 

to trample on others to get what they want will get away with it. Even in our own 

lives, with being able to trust that it is possible for us in each and every situation 

to choose the better, we can rarely choose the best, how would we know what 

the best is, but we can learn the judgement and discrimination to aid us in 

choosing in the reality of our lives, the better. God’s judgement is aimed at 

ridding his creation of all that mars and spoils it and he invites us to be on his 
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side, to learn to choose the better, to realize that our lives, our decisions matter, 

that we can make a difference. We cannot always change things for the better. 

Life is not about pulling rabbits out of hats but we can refuse to do evil, however 

pointless that might seem. Think of the words of the prophet Isaiah of Jerusalem, 

“Cease to do evil: learn to do good” (Isaiah 1:16b-17a). Jesus’ coming to 

Jerusalem and people’s reaction to him reveals their hearts, reveals what they 

are made of.  Similarly, how we react to the small and large events and 

interactions of our own lives reveals to us, if we are awake and taking notice, 

who we really are. This is not the start to a good old tirade about sin and 

repentance. Remember judgement is good because it leads to kindness, 

compassion and peace, allowing the gentle grace of God to open our eyes to what 

we are like now is not terrifying, it is like going to a doctor for a diagnosis or 

going to a music teacher for help. “Pay careful attention to yourselves” said Jesus, 

don’t hide behind life’s pleasures or life’s cares, be open eyed to the reality of 

what is going on in the world, climate change, the rise of right wing fascism, be 

open eyed to what is going on in our own society, the selfishness that pervades 

our political system, I want, and I want to contribute as little as possible for the 

public good, the xenophobia and racism that people now feel able to admit 

openly emboldening the politics of hate and a public discourse where people lie 

shamelessly. We have closed our eyes to these winds long enough and we may be 

about to reap the whirlwind (Hosea 8:7). All we are required to do is to stand for 

honesty, truthfulness, compassion and care, we can’t make it happen and we are 

not responsible for the actions of others but for the words of our mouths and the 

actions that we take, we will have to account. What we do and say and what we 

fail to do or say, tells us who we are  and remember, whatever we find out about 

ourselves when we have the courage to take a good hard look, God already 

knows and still loves us. With the image that Jesus used at the last supper, our 

heavenly Father is the gardener who prunes us that we may bear more fruit. 


