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Tuesday in Great Week: “Get real: Actions have consequences” 
 
St Luke’s Gospel 20:9-16a 
 

“Jesus started to tell this parable to the people, “A man planted a vineyard, leased 

it to farmers and went abroad for some time. At the appropriate time, he sent a 

slave to the farmers so they might give him some of the vineyard’s produce; but, 

after thrashing him, they sent him off empty-handed. The man sent another 

slave, but beating this one and disgracing him, they sent him off empty-handed. 

The man sent a third; this one they wounded and threw him out. The vineyard’s 

owner then said,  “What am I to do? I will send my beloved son, perhaps they will 

respect him.” Seeing the son, the farmers kept saying to one another, “ This one 

has a share in the inheritance, let’s kill him so that share becomes ours and they 

expelled him from the vineyard and killed him. What therefore, will the 

vineyard’s owner do to the farmers? He will go and kill those farmers and give 

the vineyard to others.”  

 

“Aeth yn ei flaen i ddweud y stori yma wrth y bobl: “ Roedd dyn wedi plannu 

gwinllan. Gosododd y winllan ar rent i rhyw ffermwyr cyn mynd i ffwrdd am 

amser hir. Pan oedd hi’n amser casglu’r grawnwin anfonodd un o’i weison i nol y 

siar roedd tenantiaid i fod i’w  rhoi iddo. Ond dyma tenantiaid yn curo’s gwas a’i 

anfon i ffwrdd heb ddim. Felly dyma’r dyn yn anfon gwas arall; dyma nhw’n curo 

hwnnw hefyd a’i gam-drin a’i anfon i ffwrdd heb ddim. Pan anfonodd was arall 

eto, dyma nhw’n anafu hwnnw’n ddifrifol a’i daflu allan. “Beth wna i? meddai’r 

dyn oedd biau’r winllan. Dw i’n gwybod! Anfon i fy mab annwyl atyn nhw. 

Byddan nhw’n ei barchu e.” Ond pan welodd y tenantiaid y mab, dyma nhw’n 

dweud wrth ei gilydd: “Hwn sy’n mynd i etifeddu’r winllan. Os lladdwn ni hwn 

cawn ni’r winllan i ni’n hunain. Felly dyma nhw’n ei daflu allan o’r winllan a’i 

ladd. Felly beth fydd y dyn biau’r winllan yn ei wneud iddyn nhw? Bydd yn dod 

ac yn lladd y tenantiaid hynny ac yn rhoi’r winllan i bobl eraill.” (Beibl.net) 

 

On the walls of Chapel school rooms and Church Halls when I was growing up 

you would often see cradle rolls or pictures depicting Jesus with a dove on his 

shoulder surrounded by cute little animals and delightful small children. Gentle 
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Jesus meek and mild. This story was not told by gentle Jesus meek and mild. 

Luke’s depiction of Jesus’ is perhaps the fiercest of the gospel depictions. In 

Luke’s Gospel, Jesus is uncompromising. In St Matthew’s gospel the first of the 

blessing with which Jesus begins what we know as the Sermon on the Mount, is 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit”: rather more starkly and therefore probably more 

true to life, given that in the deciding which is the original reading of a series of 

slightly different versions of ancient text, the harder reading is always the one to 

be prepared. St Matthew writes, Blessed are the poor in spirit, St Luke simply 

writes, Blessed are the poor. 

 

In this parable, Jesus pulls no punches. His target is the community leaders of the 

Jewish people. Jesus’ community at the time wasn’t homogeneous. Just because 

they were under occupation didn’t mean that all the normal disagreements no 

longer existed. There were disparate and disagreeing groups who had power and 

influence in Jewish society. There were what we would call the great and the 

good, those with money, power and influence, who kept in with Roman Governor 

or the kings that ruled with the consent of Rome. Jesus’ homeland at that time 

was a series of small states, not one united territory, so there were those who 

kept in with those in power, there were those who controlled the Temple, the 

Saducees, alongside them were the Pharisees, those who took the parable in 

Isaiah that Jesus based his parable on very seriously, and spent their lives in 

trying to ensure that the people obeyed the law so as to please God, the Pharisees 

and there were those from all these groups that comprised the ruling council, the 

Sanhedrin, to whom the Roman authorities and client kings made reference as 

appropriate. This isn’t a story about how God is angry with the Jewish people, in 

the parable, they are represented by the vineyard: the target for this parable are 

those in power. And it is a particularly hard-hitting parable because it isn’t aimed 

that the seemingly obvious target for any leader like Jesus, aiming at stirring up 

the populous. The normal target would be not the various leaders of his own 

community but the occupying power whom they all wished to get rid of. But 

Jesus visitation is not to the Romans, not because they are beyond the judgement 

of God, but Jesus’ mission is specific. His mission was to his own people. He 

proclaimed “Repent for the kingdom of God is at hand” and ordinary people 
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flocked to him, now he comes finally to Jerusalem, to the Temple, to proclaim to 

the leaders of the people that if they are not enabling God’s people to produce 

the fruit of righteousness and justice, they will be held to account. I remember 

when our diocese first introduced ministerial reviews, one of my church 

wardens asked me about what sort of review it was and was shocked. That’s 

ridiculous, Jo, he said, the only measure of the fruitfulness or otherwise of your 

ministry is the quality of our lives, are we your congregations, growing the fruit 

of the Spirit. Jesus makes his visitation to  Jerusalem, he weeps over and finds it 

wanting, he goes to the Temple and sees the ordinary pilgrims being defrauded, 

he proclaims to the people’s leaders that they will be held to account but there is 

also a message to the people, to them and to us: God looks to his people to show 

the fruits of holiness and grace in their lives. How is yours doing? 

 

 

 


