
 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow-up reports from groups in receipt of Grants 
 from the Children and Youth team 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2016 
 
Borth Youth Group report.  
 
We started the group from scratch back in Jan 2016 and in the initial weeks had 
2 boys coming to the group. We applied to the Childrens and youth team to for 
a grant in order to help cover building rent and equipment for the group, we 
also sought to go on a youth away day to Min Y Don Christian adventure site. 
 
We now regularly have 10-15 young people of both genders at the group and 
have contact with almost 20 young people. Only 2 have any contact with the 
church. This is very much an evangelistic youth group. 
We took 9 young people to Min Y Don, which helped establish the group and 
provide more Christian input than we have previously managed to cover in the 
group. We are also having another Youth Away Day this Saturday with young 
people from the deanery, not funded by the diocese but possible because this 
group has grown. 
The group has been able to gain other funding in order to cover rent costs from 
the local family centre. It has been a great way to reach out to the local 
community as well, helping with events within the family center and working 
with a local artist on a project in the village. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Letterston Messy Church  

Dear Clare, 

The grant money enabled us to buy storage boxes, and a variety of craft resources.  
We also purchased some new floor games for younger children as our stock was 
aimed at older primary children and we have 2 & 3 year olds in our families.   

Without the grant we would not be as successful in Messy Church as we are, all the 
children come in keen and happy to begin with floor games, which means parents 
start the session happy and relaxed.   Each family has a labelled wallet with all the 
families’ badges made in a craft session, which speeds up registration and enables 
parents to join in the games.   Our craft activities are of a high quality thanks to the 
additional resources we were able to purchase.  

Our monthly meetings are between 21 – 47 people (not including team) usually we 
are around 30 which is an ideal number for our space.  We now have two young 
leaders who feel they are too old to come just in with their family and carry out a 
wide variety of tasks, most successfully.    

The grant money goes beyond the physical resources purchased, the team feels 
supported and encouraged by the Diocese, which cannot be bought but adds such 
value. 

Shalom   

 

Revd Patricia Rogers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Steynton Sunday School 

 

I was very grateful to receive our grant of £200 in November last year.  It enabled me to provide all six children with a 
Real Advent Calendar, as a gift from Sunday School. 

 

I have also purchased a 12ft parachute, which we use almost every week for teaching as well as playing games. 

 

At the beginning of this year I purchased a small portable projector.  This enables me to connect up my laptop and 
show video clips and powerpoints, which I can just project on to the white wall of the hall we use.  All the children 
enjoy visiting our 'cinema'. 

 

I have ordered a banner with what was left of my grant, which I will be able to display outside the Church Hall, to 
advertise Sunday School. 

 

When I received the grant I had six children on our register, which has now increased to twelve in total, with either 
eight or ten children attending most Sundays.  Three of the new children have recently been baptised and I have two 
boys who are preparing for Confirmation. 

 

Many thanks again for your grant, which has made a huge difference to us at Steynton Sunday School. 

 

Lorna Cecil 
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Pembroke Dock Messy Church covering 2016 and 2017 

A REPORT ON THE GRANT RECEIVED FROM ST DAVID'S DIOCESE 

 

The Grant Application was made at a time when our Messy Church was growing and changing shape – the main 
items that were needed were tee-shirts for the organising team so that they would be immediately identifiable to 
our congregation – both children and adults. 

 

Because of changes in the team we have only recently completed the purchase of tee-shirts (and aprons for our 
catering team) but can already see that it has cemented the teams commitment to Messy Church and helped to 
create a cohesive group who work together very well. 

 

We have had very supportive comments from some of our parents and definitely feel that it gives stability to the 
group as a whole. 

 

We are still working on increasing our visibility in the town, this year, for the first time, we took part in the Walk of 
Witness with all the churches of the town – this brought in a new family and brought a new understanding of the 
principles of Messy Church.  The new tee-shirts were worn for the first time at this event. 

 

 



 

We have also cooperated with other Christian organisations in the town and this culminated with a joint venture 
with Bethel Chapel at Pembroke Dock Memorial Park on Saturday 1st July.  A marquee was provided by the chapel 
for their Gospel Revival Event and Messy Church were invited to set up a special event which was heavily publicised 
by the organisers.  We ended up with over 70 people attending and made many new friends.  The tee-shirts bought 
with the grant were extremely useful given the sudden influx of new families – they knew who to approach for 
information etc as the morning went on.   

 

 

We won't know until our next “normal” Messy Church in September just how effective this has been but we have 
high hopes – several families said that they would love to come along. 

 

The remaining part of our first grant was spent on a new project within our Messy Church – Mini Messy Church 
which is still a very new concept but has attracted several new families and regularly attracts up to 10 people.  It is 
held in St Patrick's Church in the middle of the month – in between regular Messy Church events.  A large rug was 
needed to provide a clear area for story telling (often using the principles of Godly Play) and this is what the second 
part of the grant was spent on.  Mini Messy provides a clear contrast with standard Messy Church and seems to 
appeal to a slightly different group of families. 

 

The second grant was paid to the Parish Account some time ago but due to a change in Treasurer and the fact that 
we were in the process of opening our own bank account (a step forward in it's own right) delayed payment to us 
and we have not yet had the opportunity to spend it.  We will shortly be ordering a new banner to publicise Messy 
Church and a sound system so that Messy Church will own it's own music player and speaker (at the moment it is all 
being done on borrowed equipment). 

 

 

 



Haverfordwest 2016 

 

 

 

 

 



 

H20 Report  Grouped Parish of St Peters Carmarthen , Abergwili and Capel Y Groes  

             

In October 2016 thanks to financial support from the Diocesan children’s Fund and the support of a team of 
lay helpers we were able to launch H20 the grouped parish parent /carer and baby /toddler group.  

The group meets on Wednesday afternoons in St Peter’s vestry. It is open to anyone with pre-school aged 
children, but was initially set up to help us maintain contact with families who have had children baptised in 
the parish.  

Through attendance at H20 children and parents are becoming familiar with and comfortable in the church 
building, the Mothers Union donated real advent calendars to the group at Christmas and each of our 
sessions usually ends with a short Bible story and time of prayer.  

 H20 has connected us with approximately 18 families who might otherwise have little contact with church. 
We hope and pray that H20 might eventually be a bridge to further church involvement for these families. It 
was wonderful to see some of our H20ers at our Christmas services and to welcome two of the Mums to our 
lent reflection on Esther. We also welcomed baptism families to celebrate God Parent Sunday with us on 
30th April. In June H20 families joined the wider congregation at Rev’d Gaynor’s first celebration of the 
Eucharist as a priest and at a celebratory lunch afterwards.  

We had an excellent trip to Folly Farm in April which allowed us to make connections with the wider 
Church and we attended the diocesan Party in the Place event.  

H20 has also allowed us to foster links with other young people in the community with the local Scout 
Group providing community service to help with the group during the half term holiday.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Llanrhian Grant Report 

I redid the packs to be used through the summer holidays if required without competitions because we had no 
entrants for those last year. 
We continue to expand with our social group which meets on a Thursday and we have had three children on various 
dates. We have created a childrens corner on the board in the hall and continue to watch out for newcomers as we go 
along. Have two teenagers joining us for the fete to help out so you never know! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ST JEROME’S CHURCH 

LLANGWM 

 

CHILDREN’S GRANT APPLICATION 

AUGUST 2016 

 

The application asked for various items to support the work with children in our church and the local community.  
Currently, we have acquired a free standing notice board for the north Transcept of our church where we hold our Sunday 
School, which has details of all our children’s activities – this includes notices about Diocesan events when relevant, such 
as the recent Bishops party over half term for children and young people.  The notice board details all our children’s 
events, including Sunday School, family Worship Time once a month, Krafty Kids monthly, Easter Egg Hunt, Teddy 
Bear’s picnic, Breakfast with Santa and any additional activities which we organise.  We have also put a folder on the notice 
board in which we put past posters so that visitors to the church can see what type of activities we hold for children. 

 

The application asked for assistance in sourcing music that would appeal to young people and children which we are in the 
process of accessing.  We have also arranged a workshop for the Local Ministry Area to learn new songs with actions 
which we will be able to use in all our different children’s activities. 

 

We have involved children from Sunday School, Krafty Kids and God4Kids (held in Cleddau Reach School) in designing 
the children’s pennant and a local artist is in the process of using these ideas to put together a design.   Currently 
approximately 47 children have been involved.  Once this has been done, the local community who were involved in 
stitching the tapestry currently on display in St Jerome’s (The Talking Tapestry Of Langum) will be invited to help with the 
stitching  and once it is completed, there will be a special dedication service during a family service.   

 

Unfortunately, we are not able to provide any pictures to support this report as we have recently attended a workshop on 
safeguarding and are in the process of setting a policy on this issue, particularly the photographing of children. 

 

We have recently had a fund raising event as part of the Llangwm carnival which raised over £100 to support our 
children’s work and was supported by donations of items and people’s time from church members and children’s parents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Report from Milford Haven Parish Re: Outdoor Equipment 

The grant provided by the Children & Youth Team to our parish to purchase outdoor equipment has been 
hugely beneficial. The garden, which is located to the rear of the Church Hall provides a large, safe space in 
which children and young people can play safely. 

We divided the grant equally between provision for older and younger children. Most of the younger children 
in regular contact with the Parish attend the weekly Parish Mass at 10am. Following Mass there is coffee in 
the Church Hall, during which time many of the younger children go out into the garden to play and expend 
some of their energy. By purchasing a variety of different items for them, it has enabled the garden space to 
be much more engaging and encouraged them to use the outdoor equipment rather than climb trees! This 
has enabled many of our parents with very young children (aged 4 or younger) to feel confident in letting 
their children use the garden area, as they know that there is aged appropriate provision for them.  

The other half of the grant was used to purchase items for the young people of our Church, predominantly 
those who attend our weekly youth group ‘Prayer and Pizza’. The grant has enabled us to purchase more 
materials for the regular football matches which begin the youth group session, thereby not requiring a 
member of the group to bring their own football for example. We have also used part of the grant to 
purchase materials for those members of the group who do not wish to play football, but would like to be 
outside and engage in a different activity.  

All the materials purchased are safely stored in a garden shed, which was acquired through the generosity 
of a parishioner.  

The provision of the grant by the Children and Youth Team has significantly improved the facilities and 
resources which we can offer our young people. As a parish we consider ourselves to be blessed in the 
number of children and young people who regularly attend our worship and by providing for their needs we 
are recognising the valuable role which they play in the life of our Church Family. On behalf of the whole 
Parish I would like to thank the CYT for their generosity in providing this grant. 

Fr Harri Williams 

Vicar of Milford Haven 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St Peter’s Church Lampeter 

Report on Children’s and Youth Work – July 2017 

Our fledgling work with children and young people continues well and we are looking at new plans for the Autumn 
and into 2018. 

a) Parent and Toddler Group – sadly this set off very well but then declined and is no longer meeting. The 
Family Centre had a change of staff and is now led by a young lady (who attends St Peter’s) who has 
transformed it into a thriving centre for all without the stigma that often goes with Family Centre work – 
that it is for families with issues or who are in need of help. They now have several groups through the week 
for parents with small children and most of those who attended our group have transferred to the Family 
Centre. However, we have plans to begin a monthly Messy Toddlers Group in the Autumn which will be very 
different from the Family Centre’s activities. 

b) Sunday School – continues to do well. We have anything between 3 and 12 children attending and the grant 
we received has been used to purchase teaching material and necessary things such as paint, crayons, 
scissors etc.. The grant enabled us to move to the Scripture Union teaching material rather than relying on 
each person to come up with their own ideas. This has provided continuity and consistency. 

c) Youth Group – has been a highlight for us. It meets on alternate Fridays. We have anything up to 15 
attending, from school years 6 to 9. The grant has enabled us to buy games equipment and provide food and 
refreshments. Activities include film nights, pizza / biscuit / cake making, and games sessions – indoors and 
outdoors. One highlight was a Tramps Supper where 12 of the group walked to different church members’ 
houses for a five-course meal – ending with a huge chocolate fountain and some decidedly stuffed and 
queasy young people. We are slowly inserting some elements of the gospel into our sessions and the young 
people have responded warmly. Five of the group now attend our monthly All-Age Worship along with 
parents or grand-parents and one or two have begun to take part in the services too. 

d) Future Plans – along with our plans for Messy Toddlers we are also planning a mid-week After School Club 
for junior age children and a monthly Messy Church style session on a Sunday afternoon. We hope to have a 
Saturday event before Christmas – either in town or in church – to present the Christmas story. This will be 
similar in style to the Easter Experience. 

e) Other activities – Gordon and Chris Harvey continue to do Bible Explorer and puppetry sessions in many local 
schools. Their ministry is growing and busy and highly appreciated and respected by the schools. The G-SUS 
bus visited Lampeter and most of the team involved with the week were from St Peter’s. 

We are hugely grateful for the grant we received as it has enabled us to step out and do things that would otherwise 
have been not possible. 

 

Canon Andy Herrick 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Follow-up reports from groups in receipt of Grants 

 

2017 
 

Michael and All Angels Church Dafen Messy Church  
We agreed to providing the Diocesan Children and Youth Team with a report on how the project has 
developed and the impact the funding has had within 6 months of receiving the grant. 

 

6mnth aim- Growing the messy church team and families 

Thank you once again for our Messy Church Grant of £200. 

As said in the Initial grant application 

The money will allow us to purchase resources to use in Messy Church in schools and Messy 
Church in the Church hall. This will enable us to share stories in a variety of interactive ways and 
provide a variety of games which will allow the children in the schools and Families in the Church 
hall to learn the stories of the Bible in a fun, interesting and engaging way. 

 Lastly it will help towards advertisement, to make the awareness known of Messy Church to more 
families. 

We have met 8 new families through being able to hold Messy Church in Dafen Church Hall. We have 
introduced Messy Church sessions in 5 surrounding schools to year1 in 2 schools, about 50-60 children, 
year 4 in 4 schools about130 children and year 3 in three schools, about100 children. The seeds have been 
planted in the hope that they will grow in good soil. 

The Grant has allowed us to share stories with families and school children, making it interactive and fun 
using musical instruments. 

During our community Messy Church, the children could play instruments, while walking and singing to the 
song ‘Walk in the light, Walk in the light. The response was very uplifting. 

The Highchair that we purchased now allows a parent to have their child safely seated so that the parent 
can enjoy their food too, also it allows the parent to see after their other child. We have three young 
children currently at Messy church so will also be looking at fundraising to cater for these young ones. 

From purchasing paints and crafts it has allowed us to provide follow on crafts from the theme of Messy 
church. This is where parents and their children get to make and do things together and it also allows the 
leaders and users to get to know each other. 

We now have 3 elderly congregation members helping in Messy Church, who have said that they have 
enjoyed being a part of it. From the Grant, we were able to purchase more Messy church t-shirts for these 
ladies to wear during the session. What a joy to see 70yr old church members wearing Messy Church T-
shirts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pebbles play group Saundersfoot  

 

- play for pre schoolers plus their carers 

- 10-12pm Mondays term time- drop in. 

- held in the north isle of church building 

-  weekly risk assessment, building check- group mission statement and carer responsibilities- signing in book 
and accident book- membership info forms. 

- leaders Rev Marianne Mrs Helen Perrett both fully CRB and holders of first aid certs 

- first session- open play- fellowship encouraged between attendees and leaders 

- snack- banana and toast- tea and coffee adults 

- second session- craft activity- or organised game 

- finishing with a story with a Christian theme and songs on the mat. 

- attendance 10-30 in any one session 

- in excess of 60 new children and many new adults met in the first 6 months 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Haverfordwest 2017 

THE EASTER STORY. ST MARY’S CHURCH. HAVERFORDWEST 

Following the success of our CHRISTMAS STORY, aimed at Foundation Phase children, aged 5-7 years, we wrote and 
performed THE EASTER STORY for 9-11 year olds.  

In January I revisited the primary schools in Haverfordwest and all were very keen to book a session. Alun Evans and 
I wrote the Easter Story and planned how it could be staged in our church. Characters were played by members of 
our congregation who, having been involved in the Christmas Story, were hugely enthusiastic.  

Over 230 pupils accompanied by their teachers experienced the Easter Story from Jesus’ triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem and the events leading to his crucifixion and resurrection. Please see attached the account which 
appeared in Pobl Dewi written by Bishop John Saxbee.  

The response from the children and the teachers was extremely positive with all of them enthusing that the Easter 
Story had made a huge impression on them. The use of music, staging and costume brought the story to life and 
made it memorable. Pupils also took part in craft activities and made palm crosses. Refreshments were served.  All 
the schools were keen to book places when we repeat both the Christmas and Easter Stories in 2017/2018. 

Both the projects have resulted in us being able to forge excellent links with our local primary schools.  

The funding has been invaluable to our projects, being used to purchase costumes, props, craft materials, 
photocopying, palm crosses and refreshments. 

 

   **************************************** 

 

 



The Monday happening – Neyland’s after school ‘church’ club 

 

The Grant has enabled us to buy resources to use for the club. before the grant we were using an outdated book, 
with little flexibility, with the grant we have bought a subscription to a more up-to-date, session plans with a huge 
amount of flexibility, enabling us to tailor it the children we have opposed to theoretical children the old book 
imagined we could have.  

 

We have also used the grant to put on parties, to try and continue a link with the children outside of school. 
Unfortunately these were not successful. For the first we had 4, for the next we had 0. So we are making more of the 
youth initiative run by Amanda coombe. However if we had not tried we would not know.  

 

We started with I about 12 children signed up, and we averaged about 8 children per week. Over time several 
dropped off, and when we recruited again recently we had another more 5 sign up, giving us with 10 registered for 
the last term. Although there has been a drop in numbers this is probably due with term. most clubs don’t run during 
the final term because of the considerable disruptions and because other clubs outside school start up in the good 
weather,  which has left us swinging from almost a full house of children some weeks to only 1 another.  

 

On the whole those who come do seem to enjoy it, and when they stop coming it seems to be less to do with us 
more to do with personal circumstances. On the whole I think it has been a success. We will continue much the same 
way next year but we may not run during the final term next year. The money has enabled us to improve the quality 
of sessions, through the materials and other resources which will have helped keep the children engaged in the club.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ST JEROME’S CHURCH 

LLANGWM 

 

CHILDREN’S GRANT APPLICATION 

JANUARY 2017 

 

Our application asked for 6 folding tables and a play parachute and kit.  The tables have been purchased and most recently 
used at our Teddy Bear’s picnic.  After a time of worship in the church we all went outside for a picnic in the church 
grounds and we used the tables for the food.  They are also being used regularly for refreshments after services, for Sunday 
School activities and for all our other children’s events.  

 

The play parachute will be used for activities such as the summer beach BBQ and any other Krafty Kids/Sunday School 
events as well as the Year 6 BBQ which is held annually in Cleddau Reach School (this year approximately 27 children). 

 

Unfortunately, we are not able to provide any pictures to support this report as we have recently attended a workshop on 
safeguarding and are in the process of setting a policy on this issue, particularly of photographing children.   

 

We have recently had a fund raising event as part of the Llangwm carnival which raised over £100 to support our 
children’s work and was supported by donations of items and people’s time from church members and children’s parents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Eglwys St Cybi’s Church, Llangybi (Parish of Lampeter) 

Report on progress of newly established children’s group – “Plant Cybi” 

Our aim, as delineated in our grant application was threefold.  To make an area at the back pf the church a 
welcoming place for children of primary school age; to establish a group, loosely based on the “Messy 
Church” brand for preschool and primary school children; and to work to attract teenagers and young people 
into the wider church family. 

On receipt of our grant, for which we are very grateful, we began at the beginning with establishing a child 
friendly area in two of the box pews at the back of the church.  These we have labelled “Children’s Territory”. 
Unwanted cushions / pillows have been donated by parishioners and encased in brightly coloured pillowslips 
and placed on the floor for the children to either sit or kneel in reasonable comfort We have purchased three 
large plastic boxes with well-fitting but easily removed lids they are labelled “Meithrin / Blwyddyn 1 I 4/ 
Blwyddyn 5 a 6 each contains paper, crayons or felt pens, books (English & Welsh)of Bible stories / prayers 
/ stories of saints appropriate for the age group,  To date we have had some difficulty in obtaining 
appropriate materile in Welsh. The backs of the pews are covered in brightly coloured pictures and each box 
has a teddy bear sitting on the lid to guard the contents.  There is more to be done 

We have attempted three meetings of “Plant Cybi” the first on Palm Sunday afternoon was encouraging in 
that 3 children and two adults attended.  We were not certain that a Sunday afternoon was the best time 
for such a group, so the second meeting “Wind and Fire” was attempted on the day before Pentecost at 
10.30 when we planned to include lighting a fire and cooking an early lunch after using the fire to support 
our story of the coming of the Holy Spirit. Nobody came. Our third attempt on the first Saturday in July at 
2.30 was equally unsuccessful.  Entitled “Let’s go fishing” it was to have focussed on the life and calling of St 
Peter. 

Each occasion was advertised on the Church noticeboard, in the village shop and in Ysgol y Dderi.  Every child 
in the school received a personal, bi-lingual invitation card. We are now trying to rationalise the situation. In 
trying to find the most popular tie, did we create too much confusion?  Was the publicity inappropriately 
timed? Is the venue (small church with limited space) unsuitable? Should we have waited until the autumn 
before starting? 

As a church, we are inviting the whole village to “A Picnic in the Garden” during August and within that event 
we are publicising a story / activity / competition for children which might have an encouraging outcome. 
The Deputy Headteacher in Ysgol y Dderi has suggested that we might fare better if Plant Cybi took place at 
the end of a school day; this is an attractive idea but does not resolve the issue of a suitable meeting place 
as the school facilities are apparently fully used each day. 

We will persevere! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


