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Alleluia! Christ is risen: He is risen indeed. Alleluia 

 
Easter (better called by us, Pasg, rather than continuing the remembrance of the 
Germanic goddess whom Bede says the month was called after even when, in his day, 
knowledge and worship of her had passed) calls us to rejoice and to live hopefully. 
Pasg enshrines the heart of the faith we live by and the faith we proclaim. As St Paul 
says, “If Christ is not raised, then empty indeed is our proclamation, empty is our faith. 
More, we are found to be lying about God, because we have testified about God that 
he raised Christ…” (I Cor 15:14-15a). By our baptism, we are required to live out, in 
every aspect of our lives, private and public, what it means to be people who believe 
and trust the testimony of the early church that God raised Jesus, the Rabbi from 
Nazareth in Galilee, who then met, walked with, talked with and ate with his friends, in 
Jerusalem, Emmaus and Galilee in the weeks after his public execution at Golgotha. 
By our baptism, we join with the historic community of the Church, who pass on the 
public proclamation of those who witnessed it and proclaim in our turn, by word and 
deed, that Jesus died and is raised. It takes a life time to work out what our common 
calling to proclaim the reality of the resurrection means in practice. What we learnt last 
year, five years ago, cannot simply be repeated. The circumstances of our individual 
lives, of our diocese, of our town, village, city or country is not the same today as it was 
last year or will be next year. The experience we have gained, learning day by day to 
live out of the truth that Jesus has been raised as “the first fruits of those who have 
fallen asleep” will stand us in good stead as we grapple with implications of Christ’s 
resurrection for now, today but it will not do away with our need to wrestle afresh with 
what the fact of the Resurrection calls us to now. What concerns simply fall away when 
they are seen in the light of the Resurrection? What does the fact of the Resurrection 
demand from us today? What it calls us to, each and every day, is a renewed personal 
and specific trust in the God who raised Jesus, a renewed proper estimation of 
ourselves, “humble yourselves therefore under God’s powerful hand that he may lift 
you high at the proper time, casting each anxious thought upon him because he takes 
care of you” (I Pet 5:6-7). May our trust in the God who raised Jesus from death grow 
daily as we learn the discipline of casting each anxious thought on Him. 
 
Every blessing, 
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Thy Kingdom Come 
In common with our sister province, the Church of England, we are heeding the call of 
++Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury for each Cathedral to hold a Beacon Event for “Thy 
Kingdom Come” when we can commit ourselves to sharing our faith in the Lord Jesus 
with our friends and neighbours. Our beacon event is happening on Ascension Day, 
Thursday May 10th at St Davids Cathedral at 6pm. +++++ NOTE CHANGE OF 
TIME++++++ 
 
Clergy Conference 
As you know this year’s Clergy Conference has been cancelled because the venue 
took a double booking. It will take place next year with the specific dates to be 
confirmed. In place of this year’s conference, there will be a day Synod in each 
Archdeaconry at which the each LMA will give their 10-minute presentation. Each day 
will start with coffee at 10.30 and finish with tea at 3.30pm. Please bring your own 
lunch.  
 
Archdeaconry of Cardigan: Tuesday 10th July 2018 
Archdeaconry of Carmarthen: Wednesday 11th July 2018 
Archdeaconry of St Davids: Thursday 12th July 2018 
 
Venues will be announced later. 
 
New Archdeaconry to be set up! 
The new Archdeaconry, the Archdeaconry for New Christian Communities, will cover 
the whole of the diocese and will be a nursery, or in more theological language, a 
catechumenate for new Christian communities, which, when they reach an appropriate 
level of stability will be passed over into the relevant geographic Archdeaconry. 
Encouraging our existing churches to grow and resourcing their growth is vital and is 
within the remit of our Parish Growth group, headed by the Archdeacon of Cardigan, 
the Venerable Will Strange but the fresh evangelisation of our diocese is not a 
responsibility that the diocese as a whole can ignore. It is not something that can just 
be laid at the feet of our parishioners and clergy who are all already working so hard to 
sustain our common life. I am pleased to announce that Canon Mones Farah has 
agreed to take up this new post. Keep an eye out for more news about this exciting 
new venture and please pray for Mones and his family as he leads this aspect of the 
diocese’s evangelism. 
 
“Called to Evangelise” …. is a time to renew our common call to share the gospel of 
our Lord and Saviour in our diocese. This is a mandatory event for all licensed clergy 
and Readers to be held on Saturday 1st December in St Peter’s Civic Hall, Carmarthen 
(venue to be confirmed) at 2.00pm – 5.00pm. Please put this in your diary now. 
 
Setting up a New Category of Ministry 
St Davids is breaking new ground once more in creating a new category of ordained 
licensed ministry. As you will remember, because I had witnessed at first hand the 
strain imposed on stipendiary, NSM and NSM(L) clergy and Readers when service 
rotas within LMAs included services that, even when all the licensed clergy and 
Readers were working, needed retired clergy to take them, I was adamant that the 
number of services on a Sunday in each LMA could not exceed a number worked out 
based on the number of clergy and Readers licensed to the LMA. Services of the word 
beyond that could be taken by worship leaders but no extra services could be taken by 
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retired clergy. Retired clergy could of course be asked to take any service within the 
designated number but not be used to extend the rota to something that the licensed 
ministry team couldn’t cover healthily alone. The willingness of retired clergy to give 
their time, effort and energy, should not be used to prolong a way of being church that 
is no longer sustainable. 
The discussion that has taken place about this has revealed a number of retired clergy 
who wish to continue to exercise a regular ministry and to play a full part in the LMA 
ministry team, under the guidance of the LMA leader. So, we are setting up a licensed 
ministry to be known as NSM (AR), (AR) standing for “active retired”. Any retired cleric 
under the age of 80 will soon be free to apply to be licensed as an NSM (AR) within 
their LMA…… watch this space! 
 
Communion by Extension 
This practice of holding services where Communion by Extension is offered was begun 
under my predecessor’s episcopate as stop gap. I am becoming aware that this 
practice has become more widespread. I am returning to my predecessor’s original 
intention and this will become only something that happens as an emergency 
provision. From January 1st, 2019, each service at which Communion by Extension is 
offered will need a specific letter from myself authorising it. 
 
Consumption of Consecrated Elements after a Service of Holy Communion. 
It has come to my attention that not every cleric is aware that any consecrated bread 
and wine not consumed by those receiving the sacrament in the service during which it 
was consecrated must either be reverently reserved under lock and key in church for 
used for the sick or in residential homes or it must be consumed at the service or 
straight after by the celebrant or a suitable communicant or communicants whom the 
celebrant shall appoint. Any non- compliance with this, will incur disciplinary 
proceedings. 
 
For information, water that has been blessed for use in baptism must be poured to 
ground straightaway after the service by the minister or those whom he or she shall 
appoint unless the font used has a plug that enables the water to drain directly from the 
font. 
 
Wearing of appropriate liturgical dress to lead services in church. 
 
It has come to my attention that some clerics are taking services without wearing 
appropriate liturgical dress. No one is to lead Sunday worship in a church in the 
diocese of St Davids unless they are wearing the correct liturgical dress, i.e. cassock, 
surplice, scarf and hood at any service (hoods are not to be worn at funerals); cassock, 
surplice and stole or alb and stole at a service at which a sacrament is administered 
(chasubles may be worn where appropriate). (This note is to ensure that appropriate 
robes are worn rather than not and should not be taken to curtail the robes or 
vestments a priest or deacon customarily wears not outlined above).  
If a cleric considers that a particular service would be better taken informally, they will 
need to obtain specific written permission for each service for which they wish to obtain 
a dispensation. 
Aleliwia! Crist a gyfododd: Cyfododd ef yn wir. Aleliwia 
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Survey on Attitudes among the Clergy towards the blessing or marriage of same 
sex partners 
 
Three years ago, the Governing Body held a discussion on whether the Church in 
Wales should move towards permitting the blessing of same sex partnerships in the 
churches of the Province, or even whether same gender marriage was something 
which should be considered.  It was decided that we would like to know more of clergy 
attitudes towards these questions, and so a survey has been put together in which you 
may confidentially record your own convictions on this matter.  It is not a survey of 
theological arguments, but simply an indication of what you would prefer to see happen 
in the churches for which you are responsible or not.  The survey may be accessed at   
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/PPDT669 and, or if you wish to take part, we should 
be grateful if you could complete the survey before the end of April. 
 
RE: BATTLE’S OVER - A NATION’S TRIBUTE 11TH NOVEMBER 2018. 
 
An invitation has been extended to encourage our Churches to take part in ‘ringing out 
for peace’ by ringing their bells at 7.05pm on 11th November this year as part of the 
above event. The newly updated version of the Guide To Taking Part can be 
downloaded from www.brunopeek.co.uk and will be updated on this site again on 
31st July and 31st October to ensure all those involved are listed, as well as being able 
to provide further information over the forthcoming months. 
 
As you can see, this Commemoration event has grown into an International tribute, 
growing in size, stature and involvement from communities and individuals from around 
the World, and would very much like to involve all churches within our Diocese in 
‘ringing out for peace’ that evening, so would be grateful therefore, if you would kindly 
consider the following as soon as possible please and distribute it as widely among 
your churches as soon as possible, encourage in joining the other hundreds of 
churches throughout the UK already involved in ‘ringing out for peace’,  and to also 
participate. Please complete the registration form found at - www.brunopeek.co.uk by 
24th July please. 
 
 
 
Data protection law is changing on 25th May when the General Data Protection 

Regulation, known as GDPR comes into effect.  We have updated our privacy 

notice to reflect some of these changes. The privacy notice provides you with 

information as to how we use your personal information, to view our privacy 

notice please visit www.churchinwales.org.uk. If you do not have access to the 

internet or would prefer a hard copy, please call the legal department of the 

Representative Body on 02920348232. 


