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The Mothers’ Union Prayer 

Loving Lord, 

We thank you for your love so freely given to us all. 

We prayer for families around the world. 

Bless the work of the Mothers’ Union 

as we seek to share your love 

through the encouragement, strengthening  

and support of marriage and family life 

Empowered by your Spirit, 

may we be united in prayer and worship, 

and in love and service reach out your hands 

across the world. 

In Jesus’ name. 

Amen 

Our vision 
Whilst the ways in which we operate to fulfil that need may be different from that of the world of the 19th century, 
our vision today is still of a world where God’s love is shown through loving, respectful, and flourishing relation-
ships. This is the essence of our work. 

Our mission 
We aim to show our Christian faith by the transformation of communities worldwide. We can do this through the 
promotion of stable marriage, family life and the protection of children. 

Our values 
1. We are firmly rooted in a voluntary ethos centred on mutual respect and collaboration. 

2. Our governance, leadership, and programmes are driven by and undertaken through members within their own 
communities worldwide. 

3. We work with people of all faiths and none. 



CHAPLAIN’S LETTER 

CANON BRYAN 

Dear Friends 

We are now at the beginning of the Trinity season, the season of growth .It is relatively straightforward to understand Trinity as a 

growing season [if not the doctrine]. Every thing in our vicarage garden is growing. Oh how the grass grows!! We are even 

helped by the colour of the Trinity season – green is very much the colour of growing grass, hedges and trees. 

Surely it is understandable that the growing season comes after the season of birth and rebirth. The new life of Easter leads to 

the growing of Trinity. This has been brought home to us as a family very clearly this year. Our son Gavin and his wife Nikki had 

their first child born in the Easter season and she [ I have to say she because as I write this they haven’t finally decided on a 

name] is now growing day by day. This also means that our family continues to grow, she is our 7th grandchild. I suppose that if 

one has 5 children there are likely to be many grand children! 

As our 7th grand child grows physically so too she grows in love and love is at the heart of the Trinity season for us as        

Christians. Do we grow in the love of Jesus as his love is nurtured in us? We nurture our gardens in order for them to grow and 

give delight and pleasure. 

It is a delight and pleasure to grow and be grown in the love of God in Jesus. Just as our grass and hedges grow by being 

rooted and deeply rooted as well, so too we must be deeply rooted in faith. Our faith can grow and will grow deeply if we commit 

ourselves to that happening in Jesus. 

Our son and daughter in law are showing great commitment through their love for their new baby and she will grow because of 

it. May we grow in our spiritual lives because of our commitment to Jesus, our Living, Ascended Lord. 

Every Blessing 

Canon Bryan 

FROM THE EDITOR 
LORNA CECIL 

I really hope you enjoy this new edition of Teulu Non, it’s lovely to see what has been going on in 
branches across the Diocese, especially all the celebratory events held for our 140th anniversary 
last summer. 
 
I’d like to thank Enfys Thomas for all her hard work producing and developing Teulu Non over the 
years, now I’ve started I can appreciate exactly how much work is involved!  I’d also like to thank 
everyone for their support and encouragement for me in taking on this new role. 
 
In this edition we are featuring Roose Deanery ‘In the Spotlight’, next time we will be looking at 
the many events and activities undertaken by Cardigan branch. 
 
Please do let me know if there is anything from your branch that you would like me to include.  
We have our own email address, in the box below, but I can also be contacted by telephone on 
(01646) 692974. 
 
God bless, Lorna. Last submission date for next Teulu 

Non is Friday 27th October 2017 

teulunon@yahoo.co.uk 



 

 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

GLENYS PAYNE 

 

 
 
I am writing this letter after our Easter         
Celebrations in our newly formed Ministry Area. 
What a wonderful time of Fellowship and    
Celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord    
Jesus Christ. We are always reminded at this 
time of year of the different characters in the 
Passion Narrative and how Jesus shared His 
love and peace with them all. 
He comes to us in our fearful, inadequate,     
failing state and says ‘peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you, Receive the 
Holy Spirit, you are blessed because you       
believe in me.’ Yes we are well ‘Blessed.’ 
 
 
 
 

We are ‘Blessed’ to be part of our Church    
family, and we are Blessed to be part of our 
Mothers’ Union global family. Justin Welby    
reminds us that since its founding 140years ago 
by Mary Sumner with her vision to support   
family life, there has never been a time when 
the family did not need supporting, never a time 
when the   family was not a place that needed 
the Light of Christ shining within it to become 
what God has called it to be. And Mothers’    
Union holds that treasure in its hands. 
 
It is this light of Christ that has touched so many 
people through the work of the Mothers’ Union. 
It is at this point I would like to thank all my    
immediate family, my Church family and my 
Mothers’ Union family who, during my recent 
and ongoing illness have demonstrated that 
‘Light of Christ’ in so many ways in their      
practical and prayerful ways. Diolch yn fawr I 
chi gyd. 
 
I am pleased to say that we still have over a 
1,000 members in Mothers’ Union in this      
Diocese in 65 Branches. Sadly there are some 
branches who feel a bit despondent because of 
a decline in numbers and the many changes in 
structure of the Diocese. Subsequently there 
will be changes in the structure of Mothers’   
Union. Please be reassured that we as a     
trustee board are here to help you. If you have 
any concerns then please get in touch. 
 
Let us all remember Jesus’ words 
"Where two or more are gathered, there am I in 
the midst."  
 
Yours in Christ 
 
Glenys 



 

 

DIOCESAN & DEANERY NEWS 

 

Action and Outreach - Diane Martin 

Thank you very much to everyone who       

contributes to the Action and Outreach projects 

in the Diocese. 

Our latest Diocesan project is to support Plant 

Dewi with their ‘Baby Bundles’.  This project 

aims to make everything a little easier for vul-

nerable parents.  The list of items needed in-

cludes nappies, sleep suits, body suits, cardi-

gans, towels, muslin squares, toiletries and 

things for mum too.  A full list can by obtained 

from me on (01437) 731256 or from Sam at the 

Plant Dewi office on (01267) 221551. 

Anything collected can be taken to Car-

marthen, to the Summer Council in Cardigan or 

you can ring me and I will arrange to collect 

your gifts.  If you know a parent who would 

benefit from this project, please get in touch 

with Sam at the Plant Dewi Office. 

“A generous man will himself be blessed”  

Proverbs 22:9a 

Undeb y Mamau  Deoniaeth Emlyn 
 

Ar ddydd Mercher, Ebrill 19eg cafwyd gwasan-

aeth y ddeoniaeth yn Eglwys y Plwyf Llandysul 

a da oedd gweld cymaint wedi troi allan ac 

wedi dod I gefnogi’r gwasanaeth cymun. Cy-

merwyd rhan gan gynrychiolwyr yr eglwysi a`r 

organydd oedd Mr Martin Griffiths. Mawr yw ein 

diolch iddo am ei gyfraniadau gwerthfawr.  I 

orffen y bore hyfryd cafwyd bwyd yn y Porth yn 

ogystal â chyfarfod blynyddol i drefnu trip yn yr 

haf. Y penderfyniad oedd mynd i ymweld ag 

eglwys fach y Mwnt,  cael gwasanaeth ac yna 

b w y d  y n  F l a t 

Rock. Bydd rhai yn ymlwybro ymlaen i`r castell 

y n  A b e r t e i f i  h e f y d . 

Diolch i bawb am gefnogi ac am gymryd rhan. 

E d r y c h w n  y m l a e n  y n  a w r  i ` r 

trip ym mis Gorffennaf. 

 

Parch Beth Davies is Lywydd Ceredigion 

Families First subscriptions for 2018 are now due.  Branch 

leaders have been sent a subscription form.  Please make sure 

they are returned by 1st August.  Many thanks. 



 

 

140 YEARS OF MOTHERS’ UNION 

 

A special Birthday Party at St. Anne’s     

Penparcau 

In the last edition of Teulu Non, the Rev. Glenys 
Payne wrote, “I have already had the privilege 
of visiting many Branches throughout the     
Diocese and look forward to visiting as many as 
I can during my term of office. I’m sure many of 
you will be celebrating our 140yrs anniversary. I 
look forward to hearing about, and possibly   
being part of your celebrations.” 

Glenys did indeed play an important part in our 
celebrations at St. Anne’s, Penparcau 
(Aberystwyth) on 9

th
 August. And we had a lot 

to celebrate! We were marking not only the 
140

th
 anniversary of the M.U., but also our own 

Branch 60
th
 anniversary which fell this year, and 

for good measure, in common with many other 
branches, we also celebrated H.M. the Queen’s 
90

th
 birthday. We had earlier sent our congratu-

lations to the Palace, and in response Her   
Majesty, as Patron of the M.U., sent Her good 
wishes for the occasion. 

During the preceding week there had been an 
exhibition in the church of memorabilia from our 
60 years, including many photographs from the 
time. Local people came in throughout the week 
to browse in Memory Lane, and we must thank 
the Aberystwyth edition of The Cambrian News 

for devoting a small news article to the           
exhibition the week before, so extending the 
reach of our publicity. Our large, simple poster 
on the church wall attracted passing tourists, 
including a couple from Holland – it is amazing 
how far and wide the Mothers’ Union is known. 
We are currently making up a selection from 
this exhibition into a permanent record of our 
Branch history, with the hope that the County 
Archives will accept it for safe keeping. 
On the 9

th
 we began with a service in the 

church, carefully crafted to reflect our reasons 
for being there at that time.  

After the service we sat down to high tea with 
all our invited guests and friends in the Church 
Hall next door, a lovely spread prepared and 
served by our members - more than anyone 
could possibly eat! We were joined by our last 
Diocesan President, Brenda Evans, and led by 
our new President, Glenys Payne, who gave a 
lively address on membership. We even had 
one founder member present. The many cards 
of congratulation were read out, including many 
from former Presidents, as well as the Queen’s 
message. We gave out three certificates of 40 
years’ membership, and concluded with the   
revealing – and sharing out! - of a special cake.  
 
There was a bittersweet element to the party, 
as we had invited the ex-members of the Borth 
Branch to join us. This branch, within the   
Llanbadarn Fawr Deanery, has now with great 
sadness had to close, owing to the age and ill 
health of the members. Mrs. Joyce Berryman 
had been the branch leader for as long as any 
of us can remember. St. Anne’s branch leader 
Heather writes that she will always be grateful 
to Joyce for her advice and welcome over the 
years, for her faith and kindness, and we thank 
God for her. Thank you Joyce and God bless 
you. 
 



 

 

140 YEARS OF MOTHERS’ UNION 

 

Roose Deanery 

On Tuesday 9
th
 August 2016 the Mothers’   

Union branches in Roose Deanery held a   
service in St Peter’s Church in Johnston to 
celebrate Mary Sumner Day and 140 years of 
Mothers’ Union since it began in 1876.  

Fifty Four members from the branches in 
Roose Deanery, Father Edward a Curate in St 
Katharine’s Church Milford Haven and Vice 
President Val Petherick attended. Seven 
Mothers’ Union branch banners from the 
Deanery were carried into the church from the 
gate by members before being placed around 
the altar.  

The service was compiled by Gwendoline 
James consisting of Hymns, a  bible reading 
and prayers. Trixie Nuthall our Deanery 
Leader lead us in prayer followed by each 
branch saying a prayer. Gwendoline gave a 
talk about Mary Sumner and why she had 
started the Mothers’ Union organisation and 
about other mother’s including Jesus’ Mother 
Mary and how she must have felt watching 
him grow, his death and his resurrection.    

Following the service refreshments and       
fellowship were enjoyed by the members.   
Before the afternoon ended a cake was cut to 
celebrate 140 years of Mothers Union. 

Prendergast 

Prendergast Mothers’ Union celebrated the 
140 years anniversary with a joint service and 
party.  We not only celebrated the founding of 
the MU, but also the 90th birthday of our Pa-
tron, her Majesty the Queen.   

The family service was held in St David’s 
Church, Prendergast and Mrs Diane Martin 
and Mrs Val Petherick gave a talk about ‘The 
Mothers’ Union Overseas Work’.  Diane came 
up the aisle riding her bicycle, we called it ‘Call 
the Midwife’ and then she went on the explain 
about the Wheels Appeal.  We each received 
an individual cup cake, with a candle, bal-
loons, flags, pom-poms and windmills, fol-
lowed by marshmallows.  One little boy in the 
congregation asked if Diane has stabilizers on 
her bicycle!  The congregation all had a very 
informative and enjoyable morning. 

 



 

 

140 YEARS OF MOTHERS’ UNION 

 

Llanllwchaearn Branch 
 
 

We celebrated with a Mary Sumner Day 
Eucharist and also had the pleasure of         
enrolling a new member, Linda Page. 

 

Emlyn Deanery 

Undeb y mamau deoniaeth Emlyn yn mwynhau 
bwffe wrth ddathlu 140 o flynyddoedd yn 
neaudd Llanfihangel ar arth gyda phawb yn 
cael bwyd, sgwrs a hwyl yng nghwmni ei gilydd 

 

 

The beautiful cake, cut for our anniversary by 

St Anne’s, Penparcau. 

Mrs Judith Scale and Mrs Ruth Skryme from 

Narberth Branch during their celebrations.  

Ruth celebrated 62 years of membership. 



 

 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

ROOSE DEANERY 

Welcome to Roose Deanery, we are one of the 
five Deaneries in St David’s Archdeaconry. Six 
Mothers’ Union branches make up Roose 
Deanery, Marloes St. Bride’s & Dale,         

Hubberston, Milford Haven, Steynton, Neyland 
& Johnston. Combined we are 116 members of 
which 12 are Indoor members. Our Deanery 
Leader is Mrs Trixie Nuthall.  
 
On 9

th
 August 2016 branches in Roose     

Deanery joined together for a service in St   
Peter’s Church Johnston to celebrate Mary    
Sumner Day & 140 year Celebrations - 54 
members were present from branches in the 
During our first hymn seven banners of the 
branches in the deanery processed into the 
church from the Church gate before being 
placed around the altar. Following the service 
members walked over to Johnston Institute 
Hall, for refreshments and fellowship after.   
Before the afternoon ended a cake was cut to 
celebrate 140 years of Mothers Union.  

 
On 14

th
 January 2017 branches from Roose 

Deanery joined with the other Deaneries from 
St David’s Archdeaconry for the annual service 
of light organised by our Vice President Mrs 
Val Petherick. This year it was held in St 
Clements Church Led by Rev Canon Alan 
Chadwick Following the service food and     
fellowship was held in the Church. 

On 23
rd

 & 24
th
 February Roose Deanery held 

their Wave of Prayer. Because the times of the 
prayers were split over the 2 days it was       
decided to have individual branch Wave of 
Prayer which took place in the Churches the 
branch was from. 

On 18
th
 March at 2pm in Steynton Church 

Roose Deanery’s Quiet Afternoon took place 
led by Rev John Cecil. We met in the Steynton 
Church for a Eucharist service with a member 
of each branch in the Deanery taking part in 
the readings. Following the service, we        
proceeded to the Community Hall where Rev 
John Cecil spoke to us about the Lord’s Prayer 
which we say at least once a week if not more 
and he asked do we ever stop to think about 
the words we are say? The afternoon ended 
with welsh cakes, scones and hot cross buns 
and fellowship.  
 
During the third week of August the County 
hosts the annual Agriculture County Show in 
Haverfordwest members from Roose Deanery 
serve tea and coffee in the Church Tent.  

Twice a year we collect toiletries for Domestic 
Violence Victims in Safe houses including baby 
wear, nappies towels, we make and supply 
balaclavas, gloves & scarves in bright wool and 
toiletries for the Seafarers. We provide        
welcome packs for Away From it all Holidays. 
We have begun sending baby clothes, nappies 
etc. for Plant Dewi to make Baby Bundles. We 
are also making Cross in a pocket for hospital 
patients. 
 
In July, this year we are going to have a   
Deanery trip instead of branches organising 
their own trips. In August Roose Deanery will 
join the other Deaneries in the Diocese for our 
Diocesan Festival. 
 

- from Anne Bessant 



 

 

Aberystwyth Branch  
- Vera Morris 

 
It is nearly two and a half years since we sent 
in our Mothers’ Union news, so much seems 
to have happened in our Parish, but our 
branch goes on with a willing band of sixteen 
members. 
 
After Betty Rowe left and moved to Newport, I 
was accepted as the Branch Leader and as 
most of our members are elderly, no one 
wanted to be secretary, so I have continued 
in that post too, quite happily. 
 
Each year we manage to have a varied     
programme and enjoy the speakers, services 
and social events.  Our Vicar in Holy Trinity 
for the past eight years, Rev Ian Girling, has 
been very supportive and if he couldn’t give 
us the help I asked for, he soon seemed to 
find someone who could.  Now, since     
January this year he has moved away to 
Weston-Super-Mare.  So, we have lost our 
vicar and wait patiently to see who will 
replpace him.  Thank you Ian for all you did 
for Mothers’ Union. 
 
On 3rd March our faithful and longstanding 
treasurer, Jenny Edwards, died.  She had 
had problems with her health for a few years, 
but seemed to have overcome them.        
Suddenly she began to get worse and we 
were aware that she wouldn’t be with us long, 
and the Lord welcomed her on the 3rd March.  
She was 86.  Jenny was a lovely, sociable 
person, a long time widow and an excellent 
mother.  Her five children are a credit to her. 
As we needed a treasurer I was very pleased 
to accept  the offer made by one of our    
newest members, Janet Jones, to take on the 
role.  This week we have signed in at the 
bank - so now she is official! 

Our members are less inclined to take on 
new posts, but still carry on with what they do 
for charities or family members.  Some still 
knit baby items, balaclavas and fill shoe 
boxes over the year for Christmas.  Three of 
our members are now over 90, Beryl        
Murdoch, Megan Jones and Joan Williams.  
As for me I am a long time member, going 
back to the time when the rev Clifford        
Williams, and Mary his wife, were in        
Aberystwyth. 
 
We are closely associated with the other 
branches in our Deanery, and thank Heather 
Jenkins (Penparcau) and Marjorie Luckhurst 
(Ysbyty Cynfun) for their support. 
 
 

Llandybie Branch - Annie Rees 

It was a joyous occasion when, during a   
Service of Holy Communion at Llandybie  
Parish Church, two new members were    
welcomed into the Llandybie MU Branch. L-R 
Annie Rees, Branch Leader, Reverend Mair 
Owen, Cynthia Fuller and Mwynwen Williams. 

EICH NEWYDDION 

 



 

 

YOUR NEWS 

 

Cardigan Branch - Liz Rowe 

 

Our curate Revd. Christopher Frost presented 
Mrs. Beryl Strange with a certificate for 70yrs 
of MU membership. 

Beryl is a stalwart and valued member of our 
Branch and at the age of 92yrs she is still an 
active part of MU.  She is our main 'knitter' of 
items for the hospital and the Mission to     
Seafarers.  Beryl alternates with Mrs. Cynthia 
Davies in leading the service at the start of our 
monthly meetings.  She also hosts the prayer 
group and the committee meetings.  Although 
she doesn't get about as much as she used to 
we always find lifts to meetings, Corporate 
Communion and events which she always  
supports.  Our President Revd. Glenys sent 
her best wishes to Beryl when returning the 
signed certificate. 

 

 

 

 

Pontyberem - Delyth Lewis 

Special birthdays were celebrated in our 
Branch in February this year.  Mrs Mary Morris 
celebrated her 90th on the 1st of February with 
a party with MU members and her family.  She 
was presented with a bouquet of flowers and 
cards from the members.  Mrs Lina John    
celebrated her 100th birthday on the 3rd     
February.  She spent the day with her son and 
daughter and their families.  She received     
numerous floral arrangements and cards from 
friends, family and neighbours.  Special cards 
were also received from Her Majesty, Queen 
Elizabeth and Welsh Assembly first minister 
Carwyn Jones. 

Jeffreyston - Janet Williams 

In June last year we celebrated our 70th       
anniversary of Mothers’ Union.  We marked 
this occasion by going out for a meal at Tudor 
Lodge, Jameston, after which we cut a beauti-
ful cake made by Glenys, one of our members. 

After our summer break we had a number of 
interesting speakers.  Mrs Angela Jones came 
in period costume and gave us a talk on the  
Tudor Merchant’s House in Tenby.  We held 
our Church harvest supper in October and in 
November one of our very talented members, 
Sallie, showed us how to make Christmas 
cards and decorations.  In December we held 
our Church Christmas Fayre. 

We started in January with a Eucharist.  We 
had a Lenten meditation with Canon Michael 
Lewis and then had a visit to a woodcarver, 
specialising in lovespoons.  We are now     
looking forward to a visit from our new Deanery 
leader, Mrs Iris Taylor, and in June we will    
finish for summer break with a meal at the 
Carew Inn.  Also this year we have been busy 
collecting toiletries for the refugees and also 
Baby Bundles, for Plant Dewi. 



 

 

EICH NEWYDDION 

 

Dafen Branch - Fay Killa 

Since the last publication we have been very 
busy      distributing the Twiddlemuffs made for 
dementia patients, during Lent, to the local care 
homes. We made and  completed 100 muffs, 
with many more in the process of being      
completed. Sewing different things on for  
stimulus takes a great deal of time, as we have 
to make sure they are secure and cannot be 
removed by the patients. 

Our link branch of Milford Haven visited us on 
13

th       
September. It was lovely to welcome 

them and share in a Choral Eucharist after 
which we had lunch in the Church Hall         
prepared by Dafen MU members. For           
entertainment, we were privileged to have 
Owain Broderick, a member of Only Boys 
Aloud, sing several songs from Opera /
Musicals, as well as some Welsh Melodies.  
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves. We 
bade them farewell, but look forward to visiting 
them next September. 

On Mary Sumner’s Day Felinfoel MU joined 
with Dafen Church for a 140 years celebratory 
Eucharist Service, then afterwards we went for 
Lunch and fellowship at The Harry Watkins in 
Felinfoel. 

Our Harvest Festival Services were well        
attended.   Members of the MU and church 
members decorated the church beautifully. The 
choirs from both churches united to sing a   
Harvest Anthem accompanied by Mr Allan  
Fewster on the organ. 

Sadly we have lost another faithful member Mrs 
Jean Evans (Maescanner) faithful enrolling 
member of MU, church organist and Flower  
arranger. 

 

 

Our congratulations to Bernice & Raymond 
Thomas on their Emerald (55 yrs) Anniversary. 
It is lovely to see  Bernice making progress   
after her long illness. 
 

 

Tycroes Branch - Anne Robinson 

 

We had a busy year with meetings etc.  We 
ended on a day out to Haverfordwest      
Chocolate Factory, then to Newgale for lunch, 
then back to Haverfordwest for an afternoon 
shopping in Vincent Davies’ Store. 

In September we held a friendship Service to 
start our new year.  We joined the Deanery 
members for a ‘Jesse tree Service’ in Novem-
ber and an Advent Service in December, also 
for a Quiet Afternoon during April. 

For our meeting in February, which was held on 
Valentine’s day, we held a Valentine’s Card 
Competition, and a lot of fun was had by all. 

For Our 140 years celebration we are holding 
an afternoon tea.  In the past few months we 
have lost two very faithful members, Mrs Vicky 
Lloyd and Mrs Enid Davies.  They will be sadly 
missed. 



 

 

YOUR NEWS 

 

Steynton Branch - Margaret Nicholas 

Our Autumn session began with a service in 
Church  conducted our Vicar, John.  Previous 
to that, in August, some members joined 
Johnston branch for Mary Sumner Day. 

We have had a number of speakers come to 
us, speaking on a variety of topics including a 
visit to the AGM in   Winchester, different types 
of Welsh costumes and life as a nurse in     
Australia, all of which were well attended and 
thoroughly enjoyed. Towards the end of last 
year we attended an Advent Service at St 
Katharine's, Milford Haven, and later the      
Service of Light at St Clement’s, Neyland. 

We met up with our link branch, Penbre, in 
June, when we renewed old friendships at the 
Ivy Bush in Carmarthen.  They will be returning 
the visit at a lunch at the Nant-y-ffin Hotel in 
June this year.  The Christmas dinner was a 
great success with members joined by guests 
at the Starboard Hotel, Milford Haven. 

Steynton hosted the Deanery Quiet Afternoon 
in March with a Eucharist in Church conducted 
by our Vicar, John, followed by a very thought 
provoking talk on the Lord’s Prayer.  The      
following Saturday we joined St Katharine’s to 
celebrate their 120th anniversary. 

Members of Steynton Branch during their Christmas   
dinner 

Our AGM was held in January which began 
with a service in Church followed by a  meeting 
in the hall, chaired by our Vicar.  We were     
Informed that Ann, our Branch Leader was 
standing down and John thanked her for ten 
years dedicated service.  The rest of the       
officials and committee members were           
re-elected en bloc.  The only nomination for 
Leader was Mrs Lorna Cecil and she was duly 
proposed, seconded and appointed.  We also 
wish her well in her new post as editor of Teulu 
Non!   

Later the following week Lorna presented Ann 
with a figurine by Lorna in Church, in             
appreciation by the members of her time as 
Leader. 

Members also help with decorating the Church 
for the different festivals and help with        
fund-raising events.    Toiletries have also been 
collected for the women’s refuge in          
Haverfordwest.  We are looking forward to the 
rest of the year and are sure that Lorna will 
lead us in upholding the Mothers’ Union      
principles. 

 

 

Indoor Members Notice to all 

Branch Leaders and Treasurers 

 

A reminder to please update the    
Indoor members’ Rep Rosemary 

Hayes 01834 812880 on this year’s 
renewed / or new Indoor Members 

and any changes in address or 
status of past members.  

Thank you, Jeannette 



 

 

EICH NEWYDDION 

 

Ambleston Branch  

- Tamsin Dunwoody 

On Wednesday 10th of May, Ambleston    
Mothers Union visited Aberfan. 

Last year was the 50th anniversary of the 
dreadful and devastating collapse of an unsta-
ble slag heap which claimed the lives of 166 
children and 28 adults. We, as mothers        
ourselves, wished to pay tribute to the          
community of Aberfan.  

Joining with our local community, 51 of us 
made the   pilgrimage to the cemetery and   
memorial gardens high on the valley side above 
the village.  

It is not an exaggeration 
to say that we were all 
deeply affected and 
moved by the visit.  

The white marble       
memorial can be seen 
from afar,    blindingly 
brilliant in the morning 
sun.  As we neared the 
cemetery the sheer size 
of the memorial began to sink in, row upon row 
upon row of graves. Isolated from the main 
body of the cemetery but  surrounded still by 
the     community who lost so much that fateful 
day.  

Each marble grave bears the names of victims 
who had so little chance of survival. Brothers 
and sisters died  together, only children who 
were lost. Teachers remain with their classes 
for eternity.  

Many of us shed tears.  

The site of the original school is now a          
memorial garden filling the space with flowers, 
trees, lawns and walkways to provide a     
beautiful and peaceful setting for solace or 
prayer for those lost. From devastation, beauty 
springs. 

It was a glorious sunny warm day for our visit. A 
day when children should be outside playing.  
In our hearts they will never be forgotten. In our 
prayers they will always remain. We will never 
forget them. 

Jesus said Suffer the little children and forbid 
them not to come unto me for of such is the 
kingdom of Heaven.  

 

 

St David’s, Carmarthen  

- Doreen Jones 

Our small group has enjoyed regular             
attendance with enthusiasm and times of joy 
and sadness. Canon Patrick Thomas, our     
enrolling member has undergone major heart 
surgery which means that he is out of action for 
many months. He has been in our prayers and 
we are happy to know that he is making steady 
progress towards recovery.. 

We have been busy with our knitting, producing 
caps, scarves and teddy bears and some of us 
have been enthusiastic over the fiddle cloths 
with some very original specimens being      
produced.    Glenda and Ruby are our  Cross in 
my Pocket  experts keeping the hospital well 
stocked. 



 

 

YOUR NEWS 

 

Our small group has enjoyed regular             

We were pleased to welcome the              
Deanery  members to the annual Advent      
service in December and also enjoyed meeting 
our friends at other Deanery events.  

In pride of place in the chancel we now have an 
icon of the Virgin Mary presented to us by 
Canon Patrick. We have had some home 
grown talent this year when three of our    
members  Rosemary Bowen, Eirwen  Thomas 
and Joyce Smith were part of our  list of  
Speakers. Mrs Heather Witt addressed  us on 
two occasions. One of our church members Dr 
Andrew Padfield gave us an insight into his   
career as a lecturer Law. 

We greatly miss Rosina Bowen, a member for 
over sixty years who has moved to live in 
Llandovery to be closer to her family. 

Sadly we grieve for Marian Smith who died last 
year and Jenny Evans and Kitty Ward who 
passed away in the last two months.  

as a small branch we would like to increase our 
membership so hopefully we will have some 
luck soon. 

Birthday wishes to Sally Jones who  has 
reached her ninetieth birthday and to Hilda 
Over who will be ninety this autumn. 

Best wishes to all our M U friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cardigan Branch - Liz Rowe 

Over the past year we have enjoyed celebrating 
joys and also at times commiserated in sorrow 
with our members.  

We have enjoyed our meetings and the wide 
range of topics which speakers have presented 
to the Branch. These have ranged from the 
challenges of our local and regional NHS and 
its successes, given by the Chair of Hywel Dda 
Health Board. The insights into the work of the 
Older People’s Commission for Wales, our own    
Diocese’s A.F.I.A. work from Heather Jenkins. 
We have heard about trade in our town and the        
background to its specific development through 
the story of one family. An insight into waste 
disposal in the county and a tasty try and bake 
session from Auriol. A presentation about the 
nationally supported project – Against gender 
violence and several informed insights from our 
members, and these are only a flavour of some 
events at our meetings. 

Our members have been busy fundraising both 
for the Branch and for national projects such as 
Big Wheels and 140th anniversary talents.    
Efforts taking place by bring and buy sales,  
coffee mornings, meeting bake sales, car   
booting and making items to sell for garden and 
home. Our members also contribute to:         
National Marriage Week – display and poetry, 
Wave of Prayer, monthly communion services 
and our own active prayer group and multi    
denominational events such as women’s world 
day of prayer and wider community initiatives. 
We have arranged trips for our members to   
enjoy, shopping and an outing to Haverfordwest 
and Mcarthur Glen, plus   getting together with 
friends and family for afternoon tea and dining 
out both in winter and summer seasons.  

We look forward to hosting events in June this 
year at Cardigan.  



 

 

YOUR NEWS 

 

Penbre with Llandyry Branch  

- Mona Clark 

This year began with the January AGM during 
which our Branch Leader, Mona Clark, gave a 
résumé of the Branch’s 2016 calendar.   

February was a busy month. First, we cele-
brated our 93rd Anniversary with a lunch. It’s 
always an enjoyable occasion and, this year, 
we were entertained by Enfys Tanner and her 
sister, Eluned Rees, who remembered grow-
ing up as ‘daughters of the vicarage’. Next, 
came the observing of our slot in the annual, 
worldwide Wave of Prayer - which gave op-
portunity to remember the intention of our 
founder, Mary Sumner, that the MU ‘be rooted 
and grounded in prayer’. Our third February 
event was our Shrove Tuesday Pancake and 
Coffee Morning. This event which, as usual, 
was well supported by church members and 
villagers, is now firmly fixed in our village so-
cial calendar.  

In March, our Vicar, Fr Dewi Davies, took a 
trip down memory lane as he gave an ac-
count of Welsh Chapel Life in London during 
his working life in the city, 1973-89. We also 
supported branch member, Wendy Watkeys, 
when she was commissioned as Worship 
Leader, with association with Welsh services. 

In April we hosted the annual MU Quiet Hour 
for the new Llanelli Deanery – the old Cydweli 
Deanery having been re-structured and being 
no more. Our Vicar led a moving service 
which comprised of three reflections, silences 
and hymns. In our April branch meeting, Roy 
Lloyd reminisced on ‘Old Penbre’ and of the 
75 village businesses which, since 1946, had 
sadly closed.    

 

 

We continue to enjoy and cherish our asso-
ciation with our link branch of Steynton. Last 
year we met for lunch at Carmarthen’s Ivy 
Bush and enjoyed it so much that, in June, 
we’re meeting at Nant-y-Ffin Hotel. 

Our monthly branch meetings continue to be 
well attended and we look forward to the rest 
of this year’s meetings - including the 9 Au-
gust, Mary Sumner Day service at the Cathe-
dral. 

Llangunnor Branch  

- Sandra Thomas 

Rev. Coralie Steele, Non Stipendiary Priest at 
Llangunnor Church, has retired from the Par-
ish Ministry. 

Coralie has been part of the Ministry Team 
since she started training for ordination  in 
1998, and then as a deacon and priest from 
2001/2002. Since then Coralie has worked so 
hard in both the Parish Churches – Llangun-
nor and St. Anne’s- particularly in the last four 
years, and her service to the Parish is greatly 
appreciated. 

On 30
th
 April a special farewell service was 

held at St. Anne’s Cwmffrwd, which was filled 
to capacity.  The service was led by Canon 
Brian Witt, Llannau Tywi LMA Ministry Team 
Leader, together with Rev. Ceri Davies and 
Lay Readers Mrs. Jean Voyle-Williams and 
Mrs. Mary Bound.  Good wishes were ex-
tended to Coralie and a retirement gift from 
the parish was presented to her in apprecia-
tion of her work in the Ministry Team. 

We all wish Coralie well as she continues her 
excellent work as Coordinator of Carmarthen 
Nightlight. 



 

 

MEMBERS NEWS 

 

Mrs Eileen Davies - Steynton 

Mrs Rhian Lewis - St Peter’s, Carmarthen 

Mrs Audrey Rogers - St Peter’s, Carmarthen 

Mrs Joan Haldane - St Peter’s, Carmarthen 

Mrs Nan Smith - St. Peter's Carmarthen 

Mrs Dorothy Reeves - Cardigan 

Mrs Anne Parry - Llanddarog 

Mrs Nancy James - Llandybie 

Mrs Barbara Keatley - Llandybie 

Mrs Jean Evans (Maescanner) - Dafen 

Mrs Diana Hodges - Lamphey 

Mrs Evelyn Evans - Wiston 

Mrs Jenny Evans - Aberystwyth 

Mrs Elsie Conniff - Penbre w. Llandyry 

Mrs Marian Smith - St David’s, Carmarthen 

Mrs Jenny Evans - St David’s, Carmarthen 

Mrs Kitty Ward - St David’s, Carmarthen 

Mrs Vicky Lloyd - Tycroes 

Mrs Enid Davies - Tycroes 

 

Farewell to Thee! But not farewell 

To all my fondest thoughts of Thee; 

Within my heart they still shall dwell 

And they shall cheer and comfort me.  (Anne Bronte) 

Welcome to new members / Croeso  

 

Mrs. Mwynwen Williams - Llandybie 

Mrs. Cynthia Fuller - Llandybie 

Mrs Linda Page - Llanllwchaearn 

 

Branches you have been busy “sowing the 

seed”! 

 

Well done and God bless all the new     

members who are not listed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Long Serving Members 

 

70 years 

Beryl Strange  - Cardigan Branch 

Hetty Hughes - St Peter’s & St John’s, Llanelli 

 

40 years 

Gwladys Phillips - Dafen 

Marianne Williams—Dafen 

Fay Killa - Dafen 



 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Wednesday August 9th at 2pm   Diocesan Festival 

         St David’s Cathedral 

 

3rd - 5th October       Retreat (see below for details) 

         St Non’s 

 

Saturday November 25th   Diocesan Council Meeting 

         Bronwydd, Carmarthen 

 

October Retreat 

The next Retreat at St. Non’s will take place on 3/4/5th October 

 The leader will be Rev'd. Jeni Parsons 

Places will be allocated after the Cardigan Council on 10th 
June.  

If you wish to apply for a place (if you have not yet done so) 
please contact Jeannette Hooper 01994 230069 as soon as 

possible.  

Thank you Jeannette 



 

 

Happy Birthday!/Penblwydd Hapus! 

100 
Lina John - Pontyberem 
 
96 
Joan Charles - Felinfoel 
 
95 
Brenda Thomas - Felinfoel 
Glenys Street - Penbre w. Llandyry 
 
94 
Bron Walters - Penbre w. Llandyry 
 
93 
Beryl Moles - Felinfoel 
 
92 
Irene Gimblett - Felinfoel 
 
90 
Sally Jones - St David’s, Carmarthen 
Hilda Over - St David’s, Carmarthen 
Eleanor Davies - Felinfoel 
Barbara Trehanre - Llangunnor 
Eiddwen Williams - Llandybie 
Dora Davies - Llandybie 
Mary Morris - Pontyberem 
Gwyneth Webb - Dafen 
Kathleen Walsh - Penbre w. Llandyry 
 
85 
Betty Davies - Llanllwni 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

80 
Pam Main - Steynton 
Mona Clark - Penbre w. Llandyry 
Valmai Griffiths - Penbre w. Llandyry 
Jean Thomas - Felinfoel 
Rita Williams - Felinfoel 
Christyne Bassett - Felinfoel 
Marylyn Rawlinson - Johnston 
Shiela Taylor - Cardigan 
Grace Albison - Cardigan 
Linda Buist - Dafen 
 
70 
Viv Morgan - Dafen 
 
 
 

Wedding Anniversaries 

Penblwydd Priodas 
 

65
th

 

Audrey & Huw Williams - Dafen 

Bernice & Raymond Thomas - Dafen 

 

60
th

  - Diamond 
Pam & Frank Main - Steynton 
Jean & Mel Thomas - Felinfoel 
Doreen & John Rees - Llanddarog 
Marian & Idris Daniels—Llanddarog 
 
55

th
 - Emerald 

Cherie & Gareth Jones - Cross Hands 
 
50

th
  - Golden 

Angela & Julian Boswell - Felinfoel 
Merle & Cyril Rogers - Cross Hands 
Sandra & Ray Howells - Dafen 
 
45

th
 - Sapphire 

Fay & Wyn Killa - Dafen 
 
 
 

LET’S CELEBRATE! 
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