Ad Clerum
Oddi wrth yr Esgob/From the Bishop

Dear friends,

December 2018

With the organising of the Diocese into LMAs now underway and our renewed
commitment to evangelism and evangelisation begun at our recent “Equipping and
Commissioning for Evangelism” event, it is a good time to remind ourselves what all this
is for and what better time is there for such reflection than at Advent. The bedrock of our
Christian faith is the claim that God the Holy Trinity, creates, sustains and redeems all that
is and that this creation will one day be made new, brought to perfection and cleansed and
freed from all that has marred it. The life of the church is a foretaste of kingdom of God. At
the Lord’s table, we celebrate our oneness in him and we are sent out to live and make
God’s love tangible in the day to day reality of our lives. Advent reminds us that one day all
things will be set in the presence of the reality of God and only that which is founded in
him will survive his gaze. This is not to be feared, it is a joy, it is our hope. In Christ, we are
loved and accepted. We are called to cooperate with the Spirit of God that our lives may
blossom with his fruit. We are called to choose, to use his gifts and be rooted in the eternal
and unshakeable kingdom of God rather than in the temporary shacks of the powers that
be or dancing to the tune of this age.
Advent is a time of solemn hope: hope because our God, the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ can be trusted and relied upon; solemn because this is not a game. The God of
Israel, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is
real. We are not called to try to organize the best and most interesting and compelling
Christian themed entertainment to tempt people away from their sport or their computer
games. We are not called to persuade people of the truth of our particular religious
opinions so as to feel better as we surround ourselves with those who agree with us. We
are called to be communities of flawed people, open to the healing love of God that we
might live that truthful open-eyed healing love admidst “the present form of this world
that is passing away.” (I Cor 7:31).
This is a difficult time for our nation and we are called to pray and remind all those
amongst whom we live that truthfulness and justice are the bedrocks of any decent human
society and that God has no favourites.

Yours in Christ,

DIARY DATES

CMD 2019

A reminder that these training days are regarded as a professional commitment for all
stipendiary clergy and non- stipendiary clergy are strongly encouraged to attend if they
can, so please put these dates in your diary now.
CMD dates are always advertised well in advance in Ad Clerums and on our Diocesan
webpage. If you have to give your apologies though, please give these to your Archdeacon
and not to the Bishop’s PA. Thank you.

CMD Thursday 28th February
10am Trinity St David’s Carmarthen
A Quiet Day of Prayer for the Renewal of Christian Life in our Diocese.
Led by Revd Andrew Johnson and Revd Canon Dr Rhiannon Johnson.

CMD Thursday 16th May
10am Trinity St David’s Carmarthen
Focus on Education and School Work.

CMD Tuesday 19th November
10am Trinity St David’s Carmarthen
Subject TBA.

Archidiaconal Days
Additionally, there are to be three Archidiaconal Days, content and venues to be confirmed
in the new year.

Monday 15th July, Tuesday 16th July, Wednesday 17th July.

Appointments
I am pleased to announce the following appointments and hold the clerics in my thoughts
and prayers as they prepare for the next stage of their ministries.
REES, Revd D Lynn to is to be licensed as Assistant Curate in the Parish of Betws St Davids w
Ammanford on 6 January 2019 at Llandybie Church.
MILNE, Revd Sulin is to be licensed to become LMA Vicar in the United
Benefice/LMA/Deanery of Bro Lliedi on 11 November 2018

To be Remembered in our Prayers
At this time of year, we particularly feel for those of our colleagues and friends who are
are struggling with ill health and we ask that you hold them all in your prayers.
All were saddened by the news this week that Lynn Davies, one of our ordinands in
Pembrokeshire passed away quite suddenly. We pray that she may rest in peace and rise
in glory. Please remember her family in your prayers.
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