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On the Feast of St James, 
the Dean of St Davids 
Cathedral, Very Revd 
Jonathan Lean, celebrated 
the 40th anniversary 
of his ordination to the 
priesthood. The service 
was attended by family 
and friends, together 
with parishioners from 
the cathedral. During the 
service two priests, whose 
vocations were nurtured 
by the Dean, Frs David 
Rees and Harri Williams, 
took part in the service by 
reading and leading the 
intercessions. Following 
the service, the Dean 
commented: ‘It seems 
like only yesterday that 
I entered the cathedral 
ready to be ordained to 
the priesthood. I don’t 
quite know where all the 
time has gone!’ 

40 glorious years

BISHOP WYN admits the 
Bench of Bishops was not 

somewhere he aspired to sit. 
Quite the reverse: “In 45 years of 
ministry,” he says, “I had always 
focused on trying not to be Bishop.
 “I was happy as Dean and I 
left the cathedral with things I still 
wanted to do. But in the circum-
stances I felt I couldn’t say No.”
 And the circumstances were 
difficult indeed, following the 
controversial resignation of his 
predecessor, Bishop Carl Cooper.
 So what were the challenges he 
faced coming into the job? “The 
main one was to keep the diocese 
together; to keep it settled, keep it 
focused.
 “We were lucky that we were in 

the Venturing in Mission campaign 
and had to move forward from that 
– hence the Growing Hope strategy.
“But if you look back over the last 
1500 years, the Anglican church 
doesn’t do quick fixes, and nor 
should it.”
 So, despite the initial reluc-
tance, he would have liked a 
bit more time in post, again to 
complete unfinished business. And 
he is adamant that his successor 
should be in their early 50s in order 
to give the diocese the 15 years it 
needs to settle it further.
 But there has been genuine 
progress, catalysed by his belief 
that the office was not the place to 
get things done. Indeed, the 128th 
bishop may be the most-travelled 

since the first, St David himself.
 And it rested on the need for 
effective communication across a 
very large, very diverse diocese. 
First, there were the deanery 
gatherings in 2009. And then the 
mammoth pilgrimage, In the Foot-
steps of St David, to visit every 
parish and every one of the 330 
churches in his care.
 “You really need to tell people 
directly. And it’s probably the most 
useful thing I’ve done; I hope 
others have found it so as well.

Shepherding
“There is no template for bishops. 
So it’s not the role that changes 
– it’s a shepherding role – it’s 
the circumstances in which that 
is exercised that change. Having 

A COUNTRY PARSON, 
WRIT LARGE

As he retires, Bishop Wyn looks back over the highs and lows of his eight years in post
been a country parson, it’s a coun-
try parson, writ large.”
 Nowhere has that been more 
true than in the delivery of the 
diocesan strategy. Does he regret 
that he will not be in post to see it 
through to completion? Not at all.
 “I said at the beginning that it 
will take as long as it takes and, 
knowing this diocese, it could take 
a generation or more. But I have 
been astonished at what has been 
achieved.

 “My role was always to be 
transitional, so I suppose my call-
ing has been to move people on so 
they’re ready for my successor.”

Women
Women have played a big part in 
this episcopacy, not least his wife 
of almost 20 years, Diane. “She’s 
been massively helpful. I am an 
only child who grew up in an adult 
world and I was a confirmed bach-

continued on page 2

Bishop Wyn visiting the church of his childhood, St John's, Penrhyncoch, 
where his father was vicar 
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What is the Electoral 
College?
The College of Episcopal Elec-
tors, to give it its proper name, 
consists of three clerics and three 
lay members from each of the other 
five dioceses. The vacant diocese 
has six clerics and six lay members. 
In addition to these people we 
also have the remaining bishops.  
Therefore the Electoral College 
will be made up of 47 people from 
across the Province of Wales.

Who can be a bishop?
Technically, any priest of the 
Anglican Communion who has 
served seven years in that order 
and is over 30 years old can be 
elected bishop. This is the first 
time that both men and women 
are eligible to be elected. Given 
the bilingual nature of our diocese 
it would be unusual for someone 
who was unable to speak Welsh to 
be elected, but not impossible.

How does someone 
get elected bishop?
The Archbishop, as President of 
the College, will call for nomina-
tions after a period of prayer and 
reflection following a presentation 
of the diocesan profile which will 
highlight what the diocese thinks 
we need in the next bishop. Once 
someone is nominated, if they are 
a member of the college, they are 
asked to for their consent to being 
nominated, and then they must 
withdraw from the discussion, only 

Vacancy in See
The College of Episcopal Electors will meet in St Davids Cathedral 
from the 1-3 November 2016 to elect the next Bishop of St Davids. 

Paul Mackness explains the process

returning to vote. In order to be 
elected bishop, the successful nomi-
nee must achieve two thirds of the 
votes of the whole college (approxi-
mately 32 votes). If, after a vote is 
taken, no candidate achieves the 
necessary votes, then the process 
begins again with fresh nomina-
tions, which may or may not include 
those who had been nominated in 
the previous round.

How long does it last?
The college can take up to three 
days to elect a bishop.  If, however, 
at the end of this it fails to elect, 
then the decision passes to the 
Bench of Bishops who will then 
choose and elect a new bishop.  
This happened when Bishop Tony 
Crockett was appointed to the See 
of Bangor.

How do we know what is 
happening in the college?
We don’t. The proceedings of the 
Electoral College are confidential.  
Following an introductory celebra-
tion of the Eucharist (asking for 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit) on 
the first day, everyone who is not 
a member of the Electoral College 

or a member of the provincial staff 
administering the college is asked 
to leave the cathedral and the doors 
are locked. Members of the Elec-
toral College swear an oath not to 
divulge the contents of the Elec-
toral College. The first that the 
diocese will know about the elec-
tion of a new Bishop will be when 
the Archbishop emerges from the 
west door of the cathedral to make 
an announcement. If the person is 
a member of the college, then he 
or she will usually accompany the 
Archbishop. From that point we 
have a Bishop-Elect.

What happens then?
The Bishop-Elect has a period 
of grace (28 days) to reflect upon 
taking up the appointment and 
must respond positively in writing 
confirming their acceptance. On 
30th November the Sacred Synod 
of the Church in Wales will meet 
to confirm the election, and agree 
that all has been done according 
to the constitution. He or she will 
be consecrated by the Archbishop 
and other bishops (there must be 
a minimum of three) in Llandaff 
Cathedral on 21st January, and will 
be enthroned sometime after that in 
our cathedral in St Davids.

Who will be running 
the diocese during the 
Vacancy in See?
Upon the retirement of Bishop 
Wyn, the Archbishop becomes 
the Guardian of the Spirituali-
ties, effectively the Acting Bishop 
until the college elects the new 
one. For practical purposes (having 
somebody on the ground) the 
Archbishop will usually appoint in 
writing a Commissary or Commis-
saries (last time it was the three 

Archdeacons) to act on his behalf. 
The Commissary’s role is limited 
by what the Archbishop chooses to 
delegate to him or her. In all other 
aspects the diocese continues to 
function as normal, (yes you still 
have to pay your Ministry Share!).

How do I become an 
Episcopal Elector?
If you are hoping to be an elector in 
this election then sadly you are too 
late. Episcopal Electors are elected 
every three years from across the 
diocese. The current triennium 
comes to an end on 31 December 
2016. We will however be hold-
ing elections for the next College 
of Episcopal Electors for the trien-
nium 2017-2019 later this year.  
The next college will elect a new 
Bishop of Llandaff and the next 
Archbishop. Nomination forms 
will be sent to Diocesan Confer-
ence members later in the autumn.
 During the period called the 
Vacancy in See please use the 
following prayer:
Almighty God, the giver of every 
good gift: look graciously, we 
beseech thee, on thy Church, 
and so guide with thy heavenly 
wisdom the minds of those to 
whom is committed the choice 
of a Bishop for this Diocese that 
we may receive a faithful Pastor, 
who shall feed thy flock and 
make ready a people acceptable 
to thee; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen (1984 BCP)

THE (unfinished) painting of 
Madonna and Child is in the 

traditional mode and was first 
exhibited in the Lady Chapel of 
Newport Cathedral during Lent 
this year. Nigel had submitted 
the painting, for only its second 
public showing, as part of Newcas-
tle Emlyn’s Arts & Crafts Week, 

which encourages shopkeepers to 
display the work of local artists 
during the tourist season to help 
boost the local economy. 
 While local Boots staff were 
happy to display the painting, it 
was subsequently removed during 
an area manager’s visit. ‘It does 
seem odd’, said Nigel, ‘that a 

A puzzling turn 
of events

Nigel Pugh, a church warden at St Cynllo’s Church, Llangynllo, 
Newcastle Emlyn, and an artist of considerable standing who 
has previously been featured in Pobl Dewi (‘Parallel Lines’, 
March 2014), wonders why his painting of Madonna and Child 

was removed from Boots store window

fine about it and there did not seem 
to be an issue. 
 From what I’ve since been told, 
a visiting area manager instructed 
the local staff to remove the paint-
ing from the window. It’s fair to say 
I feel really sad and disappointed. 
If the reason is because it’s a reli-
gious subject then, as a Christian, I 
find that quite disturbing. ‘
 Rhian Davies, organiser of 
Newcastle Emlyn Arts and Crafts 
Week, commented ‘It’s a bit of an 
odd one, but perhaps Boots’ policy 
is not to allow any art to be exhib-
ited in their stores.’
 Boots have been asked to 
comment but at the time of going 
to print have not responded.
 In the meantime, the painting is 
regularly on display at St Cynllo's 

company like Boots, which prob-
ably makes a large percentage of 
its profits from mother and baby 
products, should object to a paint-
ing like that. Anyone who has seen 
the painting will know that there is 
nothing offensive about it.
 ‘From what I gather, Boots 
feels the painting does not conform 
to their corporate ethos. If that is, 
indeed, the case, are they saying 
that a picture of a mother and baby 
doesn’t conform to their corporate 
ethos? It doesn’t make any sense to 
me at all.
 ‘I spent four months working 
on the 26 x 22 inch oil painting 
and approached Boots because I 
needed a large window in which 
to display it. Having seen a card of 
the painting beforehand they were 

Church, Llangynllo, for those inter- 
ested in viewing it.

elor. But having someone to come 
home to and to share your life with 
has been the best thing that ever 
happened to me.”
 And then there are the female 
deacons, priests and – who knows? 
– bishops. Bishop Wyn admits he 
was initially opposed to women’s 
ordination but changed his mind 
once he started working with them.
 “The quality is absolutely 
superb,” he says. “And once you 
agree that women can be deacons 
there can be no barrier to them 
becoming bishops. But this is 
a socially conservative diocese 

so my question is: would I want 
to wish it on a woman? That’s a 
different issue.”

Ecumenism
Another of Bishop Wyn’s roles has 
been the furthering of ecumeni-
cal links across Wales. And, again, 
he sees progress being made . . . 
slowly. There are regular meetings 
at the top and many strong, practi-
cal initiatives on the ground.
 “It’s the stuff in between, the 
structural stuff where we’re in a bit 
of an ice age, although the glaciers 
are melting. But a uniting church in 
Wales? I suspect it’s going to take 
two or three generations.

 “There’s room for hope, but 
there’s room for a lot more effort.”

Ministry
But maybe the thing of which he’s 
most proud is the progress made 

in fostering non-stipendiary local 
ministry.
 It’s 40 years since, as Warden 
of Ordinands, he wrote the NSM 
training manual. But things did not 
go as he had hoped. So, as Bishop, 
he set about putting that right.
 “There were so many people 
who had a vocation but were 
unable to express it. You could see 
them in the congregations. Where 
else would you get your ministers 
from if not the local congregation? 
And when they are enabled, they 
blossom.”
 Despite initial resistance by his 
fellow bishops, the St Davids model 
is now being seen as a success 

across the Province. “I just hope my 
successor will carry it forward.”

Looking ahead
But while he (or she) does so (or 
doesn’t), what will his/her prede-
cessor be up to in his retirement?
 “The first thing is having time 
for Diane and myself. Secondly, 
I have boxes full of talks and 
lectures I’ve given over the years 
which I now want to pull together.
“And then I need to get back to my 
real research which is into the pre-
conquest church in Wales.”
 “I’ll have no regrets. I’ve done 
what I was asked to do. And I 
certainly won’t be breathing down 
my successor’s neck.”
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PLAYERS can visit St Peter’s 
and St John’s in Carmarthen 

in search of pocket monsters in the 
augmented reality game, in which 
the creatures are superimposed on 
top of the real world view captured 
by the device’s camera.
 Revd Sulin Milne said ‘The 
church needs to be a place people 
feel they can come to have fun and 
relax, as well as meet God. It’s 
been lovely seeing young people 
coming across to the church with 
their smart phones having a good 
look around.’ She was quietly 
delighted on coming away from a 
service on the Sunday after the app 
launched to see a couple of young 
lads heading to the church with 
their smartphones in their hands: 
‘I had to smile to myself as I knew 
exactly what they were up to.’
 It may be that Pokémon playing 
and the church are more compat-
ible than first appears. Joe Bey, 
a Christian in his 20s says, ‘I’ve 
spent 20 years playing (Pokémon) 

Pokémon Go
Following the launch of Pokémon Go in the UK in July, two 
churches in Carmarthen joined the Pokémon smartphone and 

tablet app phenomenon by becoming Pokéstops

and it’s taught me some really 
good lessons. To me it’s about the 
importance of friendship and not 
to judge those who appear weaker 
than others. There’s more to it than 
people realise: life, death, good and 
evil . . . you pick up on important 
messages and lessons thrown in 
there.’
 This has been a steep learning 
curve for Sulin: ‘At first I knew 
nothing about this Pokémon thing 
but in a way that was good as I was 
able to start conversations with 
players asking them to explain it to 
me and show that we (the Church) 
welcome them and take an interest 
in what matters to them. And given 
what Pokémon can teach young 
people about good and evil it is 
not difficult to slip what matters 
to me, faith in Jesus Christ, into 
the conversation. When you take 
a genuine interest in what matters 
to people they are happy to take a 
genuine interest in what matters to 
you.’ 

THIS year’s Diocesan Confer-
ence takes place, as usual, on 

the first Saturday in October. In 
every other respect, though, it will 
be rather unusual.
 It’s not every day (or even 
year) that you get to say farewell 
to the Boss. But Conference 2016 
is one such occasion, as the diocese 
marks the retirement of its bishop 
of eight years, Rt Revd Wyn Evans.
There’s business to be conducted, 
of course. And that will be the first 
item on the agenda. However, it 
will be largely a formality, with no 
motions to be debated and no deci-
sions to be made.
 There will be a short presen-

Short but sweet
David Hammond-Williams looks forward to a very special occasion

tation by Cursillo which, in the 
Bishop’s words, has made “an 
immense contribution to the spirit-
ual lives and Christian vocation of 
so many people in the diocese.”
 And the newly-formed Dioc-
esan Youth Forum will hold its 
inaugural meeting alongside the 
conference. Members will then 
lead the intercessions at the Eucha-
rist during which Bishop Wyn will 
deliver his final keynote address.
 Then, basically, it will be party 
time. There’s to be a celebration 
lunch to which all conference 
attenders are eagerly invited. 
Who knows? There may even be 
balloons.

agencies, the local council, and the 
cathedral.
 The café is a social club, 
offering a private, comfortable, 
open-access meeting place for 
carers of people with dementia-
related memory challenges and 
their loved ones. The turnout has 
consistently numbered 16-20 with 
an age range of 50 to 95. Specially 
designed and delivered music, art 
and other reminiscence activities 
are an important part of what we 
do, all based on having checked 
out the interests of those attend-
ing. Maxine Ford, a local dementia 
support worker, is at every café to 
provide information and assistance 
if needed. The main aim is to enjoy 
ourselves; the memories of some of 
our members may have faded but 
no-one has lost their sense of FUN! 
 Our monthly meeting is the 

MY involvement with the 
Memory Café started at a 

community meeting on a chilly 
March evening last year. My father 
had older age dementia; my mother 
had cared for him and I knew how 
isolated she had felt. The idea was 
initiated by the St Davids Commu-
nity Forum as part of the Dementia 
Friendly City and, to my surprise, 
I found myself volunteering to be 
the co-ordinator! 
 In September the café had its 
first session. We have a wonder-
ful venue provided by Oriel y Parc, 
an amazing team of local volun-
teers, all inducted and insured 
by Pembrokeshire Volunteering 
Matters, fab cakes from the Mene-
via WI, and offers of grant funding 
and help from national sources 
and local businesses, community 
members and groups, voluntary 

main event and café members have 
also opted to have the very popular 
monthly pub lunch. For the more 
active there is a walking group 
that sets off from Oriel y Parc with 
a National Park warden and help-
ers. Everything is optional and 
(apart from the pub lunch) free of 
charge. New members are always 
welcome. Just ring me or turn up 
on the day.
 St Davids Memory Café meets 
on the first Wednesday of each 
month from 2-4pm in the Discovery 
Room at Oriel y Parc, St Davids. 
Arrangements can be made for the 
Bws y Bobol to provide transport 
for those living in the St Davids 
Peninsula/Solva/Trefin/Croesgoch 
catchment area. 
 For further details contact me 
on 01437 720713 or email 
annie.halliwell@btinternet.com 

Happy memories 
A fading memory doesn’t mean you can’t have fun, says Annie Halliwell, 

Co-ordinator of the Memory Café in St Davids

Annie, seated centre, with some of the volunteers and supporters in the Café

When a deacon is priested, 
the people they choose to lay 
hands upon them are those 
who have had a great effect 
on them in their life journey. 

One of the priests Revd 
Belinda Roberts chose to lay 
hands on her at the cathedral 
on 25th June was Revd Ian 
Aveson, who was her physics 
teacher and Year 7 tutor in 
Howells School, Llandaff 

Teacher 
and pupil 
become 

colleagues
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Appointments Ordinations at St Davids Cathedral

Priests, 25th June 

Deacons, 26th June

We keep all those ordained in our prayers

Revd Canon Sarah Geach 
(PTO) 
commissioned as Focal 
Minister for the congregation 
of St Peter’s, Goodwick in 
the Fishguard and Goodwick 
Group of Churches in Pencaer 
LMA, 17 July 2016

Revd Steven Bessant
commissioned as Focal 
Minister of St Mary’s Burton 
and St Ismael’s Rosemarket 
in the Grouped Parish of 
Llanstadwel & Burton & 
Rosemarket in the emerging 
Local Ministry Area of Llannau 
Cleddau, 15 June 2016, and 
remaining NSML Asst Curate 
of Llanstadwel & Burton & 
Rosemarket

Revd Canon Alan Chadwick
appointed Priest in Charge 
to the Parish of Llanstadwel, 
Burton & Rosemarket, 15 June 
2016, and remaining Area 
Dean of Roose

Revd Christopher Brown 
appointed Priest in Charge 
of the Fishguard & Goodwick 
Group within the Pencaer LMA, 
17 July 2016, and remaining 
Acting Area Dean of Dewisland 
and Fishguard

On 31st July, as part of 
the Herbrandston Carnival 
celebrations, a Teddy 
Bears Picnic was held on 
the village green, followed 
by a short service led by 
the curate, Josh Maynard. 
The music was provided by 
Peter Griffi  ths on keyboard. 
A good number of children 
(and adults) turned up with 
their teddy bears which were 
judged by the vicar, Andy 
Bookless (whose birthday it 
was) 

Teddy bears picnic at Herbrandston

Revd Mair Owen
appointed Assistant Curate 
with responsibility for the Cwm 
Aman Group of Churches, 
7 August 2016

Revd Mark Ansell 
to serve as Assistant Curate 
to the Rectorial Benefi ce of 
Aberystywth & Aberystwyth 
LMA w res ponsibility for Eglwys 
y Santes Fair, 
25 September 2016
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JOY was the theme of this year’s 
Clergy Conference, held in the 

last week of June at the Royal 
Agricultural University in Ciren-
cester. Joy was already in plentiful 
supply amongst the group of newly 
ordained priests and deacons, and 
it felt slightly incongruous to be 
leaving our parishes and congre-
gations so swiftly for the joys 
of the open road despite Bishop 
Wyn’s assurance that historically 
we were still in Wales! None of 
us, however, would have wanted 
to lose the opportunity of being 
with the rest of our clergy family 
in this beautiful Cotswold setting 
for such an exciting experience of 
worship, fellowship and intellec-
tual refreshment.
 Over the four days of our stay, 
we were treated to a rich and varied 
conference programme. A stimulat-
ing series of four Bible studies by 
Dr Meg Warner of King’s College, 
London, opened and closed 
proceedings, facilitating dialogue 
between the Old Testament and 
the New, with a focus on the expe-
rience of exile and return, and the 

complex relationship between 
sorrow and joy. Other speakers 
included Professor Densil Morgan 
of the University of Wales Trin-
ity St David, whose two lectures, 
one in English and one in Welsh, 
emphasised the distinctively poetic 
nature of Welsh spirituality and 
the contribution made by the late 
Donald Allchin to our appreciation 
of the Welsh poet-theologians. Dr 
Catherine Wright, of Ridley Hall, 
Cambridge, provided a contem-
plative focus, with thoughtful 
reflections on Hildegard of Bingen; 
Catherine’s second session was 
essentially an extended meditation, 
which focused on our vocation to 
bring joy to others through adopt-
ing an attitude of thankfulness and 
a simple lifestyle.
 Dr Peter Waddell, chaplain of 
Winchester University, soon to 
return to parish ministry, enlivened 
the conference with two chal-
lenging sessions on the life and 
ministry of William Law, and the 
theological vision of Tom Wright. 
Peter’s insights provoked a good 
deal of spirited discussion!

Joy unlimited
Viv Sayer finds the 2016 Clergy Conference inspiring

and challenging

 The timetable of academic 
sessions was well punctuated with 
opportunities for reflection, and 
the generous refreshment breaks 
allowed discussions to continue 
well beyond the lecture hall. The 
whole conference was sustained 

by regular devotion, both formal 
services in the beautiful chapel, 
and informal worship with high-
quality musical accompaniment 
led by Revd John Bennet. 
 Singling out individuals for 
praise is always invidious but a 

special thank you must go to Revd 
Dr Ainsley Griffiths for his metic-
ulous organisation and to Bishop 
Wyn for sanctioning the conference 
and providing overall episcopal 
oversight. 

On Sunday 17th July, the Lord Bishop of St Davids came to St 
Katharine & St Peter’s Church, Milford Haven, to celebrate Mass 
and administer the Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation. 
Over 120 people were in attendance to support the five candidates 
and their families. The Vicar, Fr Harri Williams, commented: “We 
are richly blessed by God in this parish that this is the fourth time 
in as many years that we have been able to present candidates 
for confirmation. We continue to pray that we might grow in faith 

and in number”

Lord Bishop at Milford Haven

Revd Christopher Frost, pictured with the congregation at St 
Cynllo’s Church, Llangoedmor, was ordained priest on 25th June 

and officiated at his first Communion service on 26th June

First Communion service

NEXT year sees the 500th 
Anniversary of the Reforma-

tion started by Martin Luther.
 Many events are being planned 
for this historic commemoration, 
especially in Germany.
 An ecumenical pilgrimage will 
depart from Bristol Airport and fly 
to Germany.
 The tour will be from 29th May 
to 2nd June (school half term) and 
will include visits to those places 
associated with Martin Luther's 
dramatic story – these are in the 
former East Germany and make the 
visits particularly interesting.
 Touring will be by air-condi-
tioned coach; accommodation will 
be in excellent hotels. 

Brochure and full details 
from the leader 

Revd John Robinson 
(01271) 813783 

or revjohnurc@outlook.com 

Mick Dean is now the assistant to the Parsonage Board 
Inspector, Mike Scutt, and he will be the first point of contact 
for all enquiries/matters relating to the Parsonage Board 
between 10am and 3pm. 

Any enquiries, including contacting the Inspector, must be 
made using either telephone number 01267 230347 or email 
parsonageboard.stdavids@churchinwales.org.uk 

Outside the hours of 10am to 3pm please leave a message 
on the answerphone at this number or send an e-mail to this 
address.

The Parsonage Board office hours are still 9am to 5pm 
(Monday-Thursday) and 8:30am to 4:30pm (Friday). 

The current emergency contact procedures (out of office 
hours/weekends) for the contractors remain in place. 

Parsonage Board

The Home Office has announced bidding for grants under 
the ‘Places of worship: security funding scheme’, to provide 
protective security measures for places of worship in England 
and Wales. Bids for funding can be made until 5pm on 20th 
September. A second round of bids will open in spring 2017. 

More information: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/places-of-worship-security-funding-scheme

Places of Worship Grants
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Following in St David’s footsteps

Brynaman w Cwmllynfell

Keeping fi t in Cwmllynfell

Burton & Rosemarket

On Rosemarket Rath, an iron age hill fort

Cilycwm & Ystradffi n 
w Rhandirmwyn 

& Llanfair-ar-y-Bryn (Cynghordy)

In the midst of history at St Michael's, Cilycwm

Cynwyl Gaeo w Llansawel & Talley & Abergorlech

Teddy bears' picnic in Llansawel

Llangwm, Freystrop & Johnston

Birthday girl Lacey May offi  ciates at Cleddau Reach School 
assembly

Llangrannog, Llandysiliogogo
& Penbryn

Chinese Whispers at Messy Church

Journey’s End . . . 
Bishop Wyn’s 

three-year pilgrimage
to every parish – 

and every church – 
is now almost at an end.

Three parishes remain
as we go to press. 

And the tour concludes
at the cathedral in

Dewisland 
on September 29th.

Follow 
the Bishop’s 

footsteps
by visiting his 

Travelblog 
on the diocesan

website at

 http://stdavids.
churchinwales.org.uk/

bishop/bishopsblog
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Growing HopeLampeter Velfrey & Llanddewi Velfrey & Eglwys Gymyn

Looking into a family farm hydro scheme

Llandeilo Fawr

Lively times with the Mums & Toddlers

Meidrim, Merthyr & Abernant

With John Hawkins in his engine shed

Aberporth Group

The plaque in St Cynwyl's celebrates Aberporth's maritime heritage

Eglwys Gymyn chest

Youngsters read the srvice
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DBS checks are an essential 
part of ‘safe recruitment’ that 

we must get right, however it is 
clear that there is a lot of uncer-
tainty across the diocese as to how 
the process works and what the 
criteria are. 
 The new “Church in Wales Safe-
guarding Policy” was published 
as an online resource in April and 
section 4 provides guidance on safe 
recruitment. A flowchart has also 
been published on the diocesan 
website to help clarify the process 
(http://cinw.s3.amazonaws.com/
wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2013/03/
DBSFlowchart2016.pdf)  
 A DBS check must be 
completed for all clerics who hold 
a Bishop’s Licence in the Church 
in Wales. Others who hold a Bish-
op’s License, such as lay ministers, 
readers and evangelists, must also 
complete a DBS check, as must 
youth workers, family workers, 
bell ringers and tower captains who 
train children, leaders of parent and 
toddler groups where children are 
cared for away from their parents 
and drivers for activities organised 
by the church.

 Not every volunteer who works 
with children or adults at risk 
requires a DBS check, nor is the 
list exhaustive. As a guideline, you 
should ask “does the person have 
regular unsupervised contact with 
children, young people or vulner-
able adults?” If the answer is ‘Yes’ 
then a DBS check is required.
It is important that these checks are 
kept up to date and the new policy 
recommends that they are done 
every three years. I am currently 
reviewing the lists held for each 
parish and will forward them to 
Area Deans to ensure that the infor-

Getting your 
house in order

Disclosure & Barring Service (DBS) checks have consistently 
topped the list of queries Lynn Rees has received since he 
became St Davids Safeguarding Support Officer. Here he 

highlights some of the key issues and offers guidance

THE Church in Wales decided 
that the only way to combat 

abuse effectively is prevention and 
education. On the 6th and 7th July 
staff and volunteers of St Davids 
Cathedral attended a thought-
provoking, two-day session, led 
by Lynn Rees, the Provincial Safe-
guarding Support Officer for the 
Church in Wales. “Safe Church” 
provided an overview on what to 
look out for, how to recognise signs 
of abuse and what steps to take. 
 The main points covered the 
four Rs.
Recognize – the many types of abuse 
faced by different groups of people. 

Being safe in the 
church community

The safety of children and vulnerable people has been brought 
to everyone’s attention with the publication of several high profile 
cases. We are all aware of the fact that horrible things happen 
around us and no group or organization is immune to them. Heidi 
Tims, a volunteer at the cathedral, reports from an informative 

and helpful seminar
From physical and mental abuse to 
domestic and institutional violence 
or neglect, human trafficking and 
hate crimes – the list is endless. 
Not forgetting the newest and very 
dangerous threat – social media.
Respond – in the appropriate way. 
This part stretched the importance 
of listening to people without push-
ing for more information and to 
record any concerns immediately 
instead of trying to rely on memory.
Refer – valid concerns for people 
to the professionals who are trained 
to deal with these situations in the 
appropriate way. Within a group or 
community, we often face natural 

barriers through relationships that 
might prevent us from taking the 
much needed initiative. Therefore, 
the Church in Wales has appointed 
a group of Safeguarding Officers to 
guide individuals and take the “next 
step” when needed.
Record – any concerns, fact-based 
without adding opinions, not only 
the initial conversation or observa-
tion but all follow-ups.
In individual and group work 
participants were asked to analyze 
different situations and suggest 
appropriate responses. This was an 
eye-opening exercise to recognise 
the importance of not jumping to 
conclusions, but looking at the facts.
 Lynn Rees also pointed out 
that there are detailed Safeguard-
ing Policies and Guidelines to 
help churches to be the safest 
place possible for staff, volunteers, 
parishioners and visitors.
 Whilst we probably will never 
be able to eliminate every danger 
facing our children and vulnerable 
people, we can establish a “culture 
of informed vigilance”.

mation is updated and anyone who 
is no longer in post is removed. 
 Since June 2013, the DBS 
stopped returning results to the 
Representative Body (RB) and 
the results are sent directly to 
the applicant. It is essential that 
the applicant sends the result 
certificate to the Safeguarding 
Administrator at the RB. In many 
cases this has not been done and 

I am chasing up the outstanding 
certificates via Area Deans. If you 
have received your result certifi-
cate but not submitted it please do 
so.
 You are not alone – the Safe-
guarding Team is here to help. 

 The Safeguarding Administra-
tor at the RB in Cardiff is Debbie 
Fisher, tel: 02920 348248, e-mail: 
debbiefisher@churchinwales.org.uk 
or please do not hesitate to contact 
me on 07881 016188, or e-mail 
lynnrees@churchinwales.org.uk

The myth-busting of ghost-busting
Revd Dr Beatrice Brandon, Archbishop’s Adviser and Adviser to the Bench of 
Bishops for the Ministry of Deliverance and Healing Ministry, summarises a recent 

series of conferences she led for the Church in Wales

MENTION the word ‘ghost’ 
and many people assume the 

topic is about hauntings, unrested 
dead people and evil spirits. 
 Public perception of the 
Church’s role in responding to 
enquiries and cases with regard 
to ‘ghosts’ has been, and contin-
ues to be influenced by fiction, 
films, TV series and the internet. 
However, the Church has had a 
ministry of deliverance for 2000 
years. Its prime purpose is not to do 
exorcisms, or to go about ‘ghost-
busting’. The prime purpose of 
the Church’s ministry of deliver-
ance is to bring a living person into 
a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ.
 Widespread fascination with 
‘ghost busting’ is a symptom 
within our society, of the search for 
answers about what people expe-
rience in this life and how that 
relates to their current world view. 
This search relates also to personal 
perception, hopes and fears about 
the paranormal, the supernatural 
and life after death. 
 Within the Church in Wales, 
when people request advice and 

help, it is usually the parish priest 
to whom they turn first. These 
encounters are opportunities for 
reassurance, prayer support, pasto-
ral care, and guidance through the 
Church’s theology and wisdom. 
For example: in the Bible, accounts 
of true ghostly appearances of dead 
human beings are very rare. 
 In contemporary cases of 
reported apparitions, often there 
is a natural explanation, rather 
than a paranormal cause for what 
seems to be a ‘ghost’. For exam-
ple, people experiencing loss such 
as through bereavement may sense 
the presence of the departed person 

through sensory hallucinations, 
which the bereaved person may 
appreciate as comfort and reas-
surance. In other cases, there may 
be paranormal phenomena such 
as ‘place memories’ where people 
experience apparitions which 
repeat a cycle of appearances and 
actions. Only very rarely are appa-
ritions linked to cases which might 
be described as sightings of true 
ghosts of unrested dead people. 
 When people seek advice 
and explanations for what seem 
to be ghosts, their concerns may 
be expressed in terms relating to 
their anxieties and fears. A ques-
tion often asked is ‘Should we fear 
ghosts?’ 
 St Paul sums up the Chris-
tian response to this question in 
his letter to the Romans: ‘. . . I 
am convinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.’ 

A 2020 Vision Look for Pastoral Care
With Bishop John Saxbee

Saturday 15th October
Maenclochog Community Hall, 

Maenclochog, Pembs SA66 7LA

The day starts at 10am; finishes at 3pm
Refreshments available from 9.30am

Please bring a packed lunch
For further information or to book a place on this training day 

please e-mail laydevelopmentteam@gmail.com
or call Sharon Edge on 07956 890434

Members of St Peter’s, Goodwick, Mothers’ Union met for a 
scrumptious afternoon tea in July when everyone enjoyed food, 

fellowship and fun
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IT is thought that there has been 
a church building on the site of 

St Michael’s Church since the 6th 
century, the evidence for which is 
a Latin-inscribed memorial stone 
found in the churchyard and now 
set up in the vestry. The church was 
restored in the mid-19th century, 
and again in 1871 by David Davies 
of Penrhiwllan, when the porch 
was added and the present windows 
were installed.
 The latest project aims to 
make good the internal plaster 
on the west wall and repoint the 
outer wall; a kitchenette and disa-

Serving God and the local community
St Michael’s Church, Llanfihangel ar Arth, has received initial support 

from the Heritage Lottery Fund for essential repairs

bled toilet are also planned, as 
are a church trail, guide book and 
website. Eventually it is hoped that 
heritage workshops will be run. 
 Development funding of 
£12,400 has also been awarded to 
help St Michael’s progress their 
plans to apply for a full grant at a 
later date. The project will provide 
a building that is much more acces-
sible to those of all faiths, and none; 
people of all ages will be able to 
worship God and learn about the 
heritage of the church, through 
exploring the building and church-
yard and attending workshops.

 There will be opportunities 
for volunteers to get involved by 
offering their historical knowl-
edge to visitors and by caring for 
the churchyard. There will also be 
opportunities to learn new skills 
and get involved in the life of the 
church and community. Moreover, 
the church building is an excellent 
venue to hold concerts due to its 
superior acoustics.
 Commenting on the award, 
Revd Bonnie Timothy said, “We’re 
delighted that the Heritage Lottery 
Fund has given us this support. The 
church used to be the place where 

everything happened, and where 
people served God and their local 
community. We want to make this 
happen again. We can do this by 

bringing the building up to date 
and making it more accessible for 
everybody.” 

PETER Pemberton, the Project 
Manager, has expressed his 

vote of thanks to the team of 
twelve, who, in 2012, had the 
vision and confidence to tackle 
what has been a £500K project, all 
made possible by fund raising and 
grants. Commitment and hard toil 
has transformed the building into a 

community asset for the town.
 The clock tower was built 
to commemorate the fallen of 
Ammanford in WW1. Stained glass 
panels that depict scenes from this 
tragic period were commissioned 
from Cariad Glass in Llandysul, 
and are on display in the tower 
entrance, together with glass cabi-

nets containing artefacts that have 
been donated. The tower clock, 
which is considered the town 
clock, has been refurbished and is 
in good working order.
 The main body of the church is 
an auditorium seating 500, with its 
new Yamaha grand piano. The Lady 
Chapel is now a well-equipped 
meeting room, with other smaller 
rooms also available for hire. Full 
disabled facilities are installed with 
toilets and baby changing facilities.
 The rededication service, 
held on 24th May, was conducted 
by Archdeacon Roger Hughes, 
assisted by Revd Canon Sian Jones 
and Revd Alan Maunder.

What a difference . . .
‘Amazing’, ‘a miracle’, ‘outstanding’ are some of the adjectives 
that have been used to describe the repair and regeneration of the 
iconic, Grade 2 listed church of All Saints in Ammanford. Desna 
Pemberton reports on four years of hard work and commitment 

which have seen the project come to fruition

THE 12th century church was 
in dire need of help – help that 

would cost an estimated £150,000. 
Damp was endemic and was threat-
ening not only the fabric of the 
church, but the two effigies which 
had lain in place for 600 years. 
Now, four years after the fund-
ing request, the building work is 
nearing completion. A sustainable 
underfloor heating system plus a 
toilet and kitchen facilities will 
provide worshippers with signifi-
cantly improved comfort. 
 Importantly for a project with 
outside funding, modern technol-
ogy will enable the church to be 
used for community activities as 
well as enhancing worship. 
But it’s the research project that 
has yielded much of the excitement 
locally. 
 DNA testing revealed one 
Llangwm man to have extremely 
rare markers that matched men 
from the de la Roche family who 
invaded Ireland from Pembroke-

shire in the 1160s. A research trip 
to Flanders revealed a further ten 
men with the same group, proving 
a direct link with the Flemings who 
founded our community, and their 
patriarch, Godbert the Fleming, 
born in Pembroke in 1096. 
 And we finally identified 
certainly one, and probably both, 
of the effigies: the male is Robert 
de la Roche, born in 1316 and the 
female is probably his grandmother 
Margaret. 
 The history meanwhile is being 
brought to life by six tapestry 
images, stitched by local women, 
each depicting part of Llangwm’s 
Flemish heritage. They’re based 
on illustrations by local artist Fran 
Evans and inspired by the drawings 
of local schoolchildren. They’ll be 
displayed in the church and, in a 
notable meeting between new and 

old, will ‘talk’ to an app download-
able on to tablets and smartphones. 
Elsewhere, an archaeological dig 
at the site of an old manor house 
unearthed pottery fragments going 
back to the time of the Flemings, 
while document research has 
uncovered new information about 
our history. 
 Taking technology a step 
further, a DVD is being produced 
interweaving the history with the 
community involvement. 
 It’s all now nearing completion 
– the building work is on course for 
completion by the end of October 
and the other strands of the project 
are either completed or are near-
ing completion. All that remains 
is a celebration, a medieval day 
planned for next spring. We’ll see 
you there.

Immigrants, invaders 
and the gene pool

Heritage Llangwm, a lottery-backed project to refurbish Llangwm’s medieval 
church of St Jerome and uncover the village’s Flemish roots, is nearing its climax. 

These are exciting times, says Heather Payton

Interested onlookers as one of the tapestry panels nears completion

Volunteers at Heritage Llangwm's archaeological dig

An extended version of this article can be found on the PDExtra 
pages of the website at 

http://stdavids.churchinwales.org.uk/life/pobldewi/pdextra/

 On Saturday 29th October, 
there will be a concert in the church 
featuring Morriston Orpheus Choir 

and their special guests Lleisiau’r 
Cwm.  Tickets £10. 
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Sister Val Legg

THE keynote speaker was Sister 
Val Legg (pictured) of the 

Church Army and the lead Pioneer 
Evangelist at the Merlin’s Bridge 
Project, Haverfordwest. Sister 
Val and an outline of her work at 
Merlin’s Bridge, were introduced 
by Bishop Wyn, who then went 
on to say how glad he was that the 
FoV had been established and the 
important role it now played, and 
would continue to play, in minis-
try in our diocese. Sister Val, in 
post for barely 2 months, came to 
talk to us about the many and vari-
ous ways she has witnessed God’s 
call to people during her time as a 
Church Army evangelist.
FoV members and chaplains were 
entranced as we were told about 
those who hear God’s call in their 
lives, which can give rise to feel-
ings of ‘being diff erent’, perhaps 
being an irritation and often a 
sensation of being a square peg 
in a round hole - until they listen 
to what God is saying. Much was 
made of the diverse nature of God’s 
call as heard by people in many 
walks of life, the responses by 
those people to that call and how 
that changes lives for individuals 
and people living and working with 
them. An invitation was issued to 
all members to talk about their time 
together in the local FoV group 
and share their joy with others they 
knew who might be interested.

 The FoV is open to all who 
are in training for ministry in the 
diocese, those following God’s call 
and fulfi lling a role in their church 
or anyone who wants to know more 
about what it all means to be called 
by God. 
 In the fi rst instance, talk to your 
incumbent, or if you have already 
talked to a vocations advisor or 
the leader of the Theology for Life 
Course, Rhiannon Johnson, then 
you may be eligible to join. There 
is no huge time commitment and 

Every call is diff erent
It was a lovely drive to Lampeter early in the afternoon of Sunday 24th July, when 16 members of 
the Fellowship of Vocation (FoV) gathered from around the diocese at the invitation of Bishop Wyn 
to hear his guest speaker and have tea with him. A shared sense of calling ensured an interesting 

and thought-provoking afternoon, says Robb Wainwright, St Davids FoV Co-ordinator 

the aim of the local groups is to 
share fellowship and support one 
another in our journey, not to drive 
people into becoming priests or 
licensed lay ministers.
 If you feel a little diff erent or 
like a square peg in a round hole, 
then perhaps you should look out 
your local group and have a chat 
with their chaplain. Details can be 
found on the diocesan website or 
contact me. Tel: 07768 390060; 
 e-mail: robbwain@gmail.com

The Lay Development Team now has three coff ee morning 
training courses that can be delivered to your local church, 

ministry area or deanery on 
Saturday mornings from 10am -  12 noon

The three courses are:

Reading the Bible Sure and Strong: How to enjoy reading 
lessons in church

Praying to God on behalf of others: How to lead prayer in 
our church families (Intercessions)

Everybody Welcome: How can we make our churches 
more welcoming?

All three courses have received critical acclaim from past 
delegates: 

• Positive, useful, confi dence building, good 
interaction; 

• Opened our eyes to the simplicity of intercessions 
and how to go about delivering them; 

• Interesting, informative, thought provoking, gave me 
a lot to think about; 

• The delivery was upbeat and not at all boring; 

• Relaxed, friendly; 

• Excellent.

Book your course or courses now by contacting
laydevelopmentteam@gmail.com 

or Robb Wainwright, the Lay Development Offi  cer, on 
07768 390060

Coffee morning 
training courses

 Save this date in your Diary!
Saturday 6 May 2017, 9.30 – 16.00

At University of Wales Trinity St Davids, Carmarthen
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you.  And you will be my witnesses, telling people about 

me everywhere – in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1.8

On Saturday, 6 May 2017, University of Wales Trinity St Davids will be hosting the third in the Lay Development Team’s 
series of Growing Hope conferences as part of the continuing Diocesan Strategy.  

The theme for the day is Pioneer Ministries   
Once again there will be ten workshops with speakers who have worked in different areas of ministry and are willing to 

share their experiences with us.  

These workshops and speakers have been chosen to provide a wide and varied look at ministries of hope and good 
news from different locations throughout the diocese.

The success of previous Growing Hope conferences has been in delegates taking their experiences back to their 
churches to share more widely.  This has led to the development of new and inspired ways in which to commence or 
even re-start outreach programmes and other projects in order to spread the Good News of Jesus.  We hope this will 

continue with Growing Hope 3.

Once again we will be encouraging parishes and benefi ces to send groups of people, each attending different workshops 
during the day.  It would be wonderful if fi ve people from each benefi ce could attend.

The cost remains £3.00 per person (payable at the time of booking), and in return you will have: an inspiring, hope-fi lled 
day; refreshments at break times; a simple lunch; an opportunity to hear good news stories from across our diocese 

and beyond; and a chance to renew acquaintances and to make new friends. 

Please look out for further information, posters, workshop and booking details in the next issue of Pobl Dewi or through 
your Parish Offi ce. Growing Hope Conference, April 2015
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Growing Hope
Meithrin Gobaith

Growing Hope

THE Havens Festival took place 
over Whitsun weekend and 

half-term week, during which we 
held events which could appeal to 
people who would not want to come 
to services but who are, neverthe-
less, drawn to our churches.
 Firstly, the Littlehaven Festival 
Choir gave a concert in Walton. They 
stayed at B&Bs and with church 
members, where they were warmly 
welcomed. Courtesy of the parish, 
all thirty of us ate and enjoyed each 
other’s company at the Rectory. 
 On the Sunday morning the 
choir sang in Talbenny at our regu-
lar Eucharist service. A packed 
church enjoyed the choir’s contri-
bution to the liturgy and sang along 
rousingly with the hymns. It was 
an inspiring occasion which deeply 

moved some of the visitors.
 The Sea Service and Blessing of 
the Boats was on Sunday. Despite 
the low tide, the vicar rowed in, and 
out, in one of two pilot gigs (six-
oared rowing boats), which had 
come from Porth Gain Rowing 
Club, and blessed the boats. The 
service was accompanied by 
Goodwick Brass Band who led 
wonderful hymn singing. 

 The Beacons of St Brides Bay 
were fi red as we enjoyed the sunset. 
The organisation involved work-
ing with groups and individuals 
around the bay, including Caerfai, 
Solva, Newgale, Druidston (who 
had a fantastic fi rework display 
attracting a large crowd), Little 
Haven and St Brides. The beacons 
were dedicated to St Bride, who is 
linked to the sun, fi re, healing and 

So much to celebrate
The Havens Beacon group of churches, having resolved to make 
themselves available and relevant to their community, held a 
range of events in May and early June, which attracted locals 
and holidaymakers alike. Diana Hoare looks forward to building 

on the success of this year’s events
nurturing. Legend has it that she 
surfed from Ireland to Wales where 
she founded a monastic house and 
gave her name to the magnifi cent 
St Brides Bay.
 On Monday night we had 
a well-attended reading of the 
unusual and evocative modern 
poem, the Hymn of St Bride. We 
were joined by a young harpist 
whose contribution lent much to 
the atmosphere of the evening.

 The churches’ participation in 
the week’s events has helped to 
raise our profi le as being welcom-
ing and unconditional. We hope to 
build on this and create a church 
which is truly available and rele-
vant. The summer’s events are 
continuing with a successful Artists 
in Residence project at Haroldston 
Church which, we hope, is the 
beginning of something more in 
our new Local Ministry Area.

Blessing the boats

THE Lampeter LMA is mostly 
a sparsely populated rural 

area with a large number of 
small churches. As the number of 
stipendiary clergy decreases, the 
maintenance of worship in these 
churches will become more and 
more of a challenge, even though 
we already have some NSM and 
NSM(L) clergy making a valuable 
contribution. The recent illness of 
one of our stipendiary clergy put 
me, as LMA leader, under quite 
considerable pressure as I sought 
to maintain ministry in his parishes 
– constantly looking for people 
to take the services the following 
Sunday. But this has, I hope, been 
a positive experience in that it has 
shown me at an early stage that 
an LMA leader cannot do every-
thing, and that there is a danger that 
“keeping the show on the road” 
becomes the be-all-and-end-all of 
the LMA. Maintenance, yes – for 
the time being – but no develop-
ment, no growth, no mission.
 That clearly won’t do. But 
having already functioned as a 
deanery we are used to working 
together as a team, and we sought 
to reinforce this by following the 
Building Teams course. The LMA 
Ministry Team members also have 
extensive and varied experience – 
a priceless resource. And so, when 
I began to worry about my own 

LMA Ministry Team ‘portfolios’
You’re now a Local Ministry Area (LMA). But what comes next? 
One thing you will surely fi nd yourselves doing at this point 
is carrying out an unoffi  cial audit. On one side of the balance 
sheet, the particular challenges you face; on the other side, 
the resources you have to hand. Identifying those with skills 
and talents, and drawing on them appropriately, is simple but 

eff ective, says Philip Wyn Davies, Lampeter LMA Leader

Revd Canon Philip Wynn 
Davies

‘WHO are you?’ someone 
asked a member of St 

Mary’s team in the church tent at 
the show. A fair question as I had 
forgotten to hand out our church 
badges although we did have a 
colourful bilingual poster at the 
entrance. But maybe the amount 
of colour and the animals along the 
story trail did not shout ‘This is a 
church tent’. 
 But ‘Who are you?’ raises the 
very important question of how 
we present ourselves, particu-

larly when we join in an event not 
organised by the church. At Fish-
guard Show, St Mary’s aims to be 
involved with a very worthwhile 
gathering of the rural community 
and visitors and also to say some-
thing Christian appropriately. 
 This year we decided to respond 
to all the news stories of hatred 
with The Crocodile’s Tale. We 
created a trail with Crocodile who 
fi nds out that Duck, Frog and the 
parrots are all his brothers because 
they all hatch out of eggs (adapted 

A question 
looking for an answer

Catherine Hammond refl ects on the church’s interaction with the community 
at this year’s Fishguard Show

from Bob Hartman’s Anyone can 
tell a Bible story). As Jo Cox, the 
MP who was murdered in June, 
said ‘We have far more in common 
with each other than things that 
divide us’ and Christians believe 
that this is rooted in the creation 
of people in God’s image and his 
love for all humankind. Beside a 
world map made of torn newspaper 
there was a bowl of leaves and the 
words: The Bible ends with a vision 
of the Tree of Life whose leaves 
are for the healing of the nations. 
Please glue a leaf onto this divided 
world as a prayer. The prayers will 
be off ered to God on Sunday…
 Each time we get involved in 
the local community we need to 
mull over the ‘Who are you?’ ques-
tion. If we are too full of texts and 
churchiness we do not engage with 
people, but if we say nothing we 
perhaps inadvertently proclaim that 
the Church has nothing to say to the 
world today. It is a good dilemma 
ponder as we follow Jesus, about 
whom people were always asking 
questions.
 At the end of the show we had 
many prayer leaves stuck on to the 
world, 80 parrots had been made 
by children, egg animals had been 
created and the story trail had led to 
many conversations. We were also 
awarded the Best Non-Agricultural 
Trade Stand shield! Hopefully we 
gave a good answer to the question. 

focus, as leader, being too much on 
the maintenance of ministry I real-
ised that the answer was there to 
hand. In our team we have an incum-
bent with a passion for evangelism, 
and with wide experience of evan-
gelistic work. We also have a retired 
but active cleric from England with 
considerable experience of work 
with children and young people and 
we have an active and enthusiastic 
NSM(L) with substantial experi-
ence in the fi eld of communications. 
I have given each of these three a 
“portfolio” – evangelism, youth 
work and communications. Their 
task is not only to keep in touch with 
developments and activities outside 
the LMA, it is also very much to 
act as advocates, co-ordinators and 
lead persons for their portfolios, 
each having a guaranteed slot in 
every team meeting. Perhaps you’re 
already doing something similar? 
How does it work?
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ONE hundred years later, at 
Lampeter War Memorial, a 

group of townspeople, Royal Brit-
ish Legion members, local clergy 
and the Mayor, Councillor David 
Smith, participated in a Service of 
Remembrance. This was led by the 
President and Chaplain of Lampeter 
Royal British Legion, Revd Canon 
Brendan O’Malley, alongside Revd 
Canon Andy Herrick, Vicar of St 
Peter’s, Lampeter, and his two 
curates Revd Victoria Hackett and 
Revd Jenny Kimber.
 Instead of the customary bugler, 
three blasts of a military whistle 
were sounded and the following is 
part of Canon Brendan O’Malley’s 
address, entitled ‘Whistle for the 

Somme’: On that fateful day in 
1916 whistles blew and the fi rst 
wave of 120,000 British and 
Empire assault troops climbed out 
of their trenches or rose from prone 
positions in no-man’s land to attack 
16 miles of multi-layered German 
defences. Burdened with 70lb of 
kit, the soldiers had been ordered 
to walk until they were 20 yards 
from the enemy trench for fear they 
would exhaust themselves and lose 
formation. Ahead of them lay belts 
of German barbed wire, much of it 
still intact despite unprecedented 
seven-day bombardment of 1.5 
million shells.’ 
 On 7 July, 1916, the 38th 
(Welsh) Division was tasked with 

the capture of Mametz Wood which 
was essential for the second phase 
of the war. Many Welshmen were 
serving, and had served, in other 
units of the British army but this 
division was composed of battalions 
raised from the Welsh Volunteers, 
including the Royal Welsh Fusi-
liers, the Welsh Regiment and 
the South Wales Borderers raised 
from the Rhondda, Cardiff , Swan-

Whistle 
for the Somme

sea, Carmarthen, Gwent, North 
Wales and from the London Welsh. 
Many were recruited locally, had 
worked and socialised together 
and had a common heritage and 
outlook. This was a microcosm of 
Welsh life and was dubbed Lloyd 
George’s ‘Welsh Army’.
 The actions of the Welsh at 
Mametz Wood and the loss of life 
had a profound eff ect on Welsh 

society at the time, and which 
many Welsh communities still feel 
today. The men showed tremen-
dous courage and went to the front 
believing it was the right thing to 
do. They fought for our freedom 
and it is right, and our duty, that we 
remember them.
 There is a fi tting Memorial 
of Remembrance at Lampeter 
Museum.

At 7.30am on 1 July, 1916, whistles blew along the Western 
Front as a signal to the troops to go ‘over the top’. This was  the 
start of one of the bloodiest battles of the Great War – the Battle 

of the Somme

THE area known as the King-
dom of Dyfed was settled by 

tribal leaders and their follow-
ers from the South East of Ireland 
between the 5th and 10th Centu-
ries. They displaced the local 
British rulers and their customs 
and language became predominant 
in the area.
 Ogham stones are usually in 
two languages: Latin (the predom-
inant legal language of the day) 
and Godelic or early Irish Gaelic. 
They commemorate males and 
usually name their fathers; there is 
one mention of a woman though, a 
daughter, now at St Tysul’s Church 
in Llandysul.

 So it is thought that they are 
either grave markers or memorial 
stones, and would have been fairly 
expensive when they were erected 
and therefore probably commemo-
rate the rich and powerful.
 The names are interesting as 
they are mostly Irish but a few are 
Brythonic (Early Welsh). Maybe 
the fashion was catching on with 
the local aristocracy or, more 
likely, there were intermarrying.
 Although these stones are now 
found mostly in churches or grave-
yards we cannot tell if they were 
placed in Christian or even sacred 
spaces when they were origi-
nally manufactured. The Roman 

Stones with a story
In our diocese, in this splendid western quarter of Wales, we have 
a great number of Ogham stones; more, in fact, than anywhere 
else in Britain. The story behind these fascinating messages from 

the past is a glimpse into our unique history, says Mary Baker

custom was to bury and memori-
alise their dead beside roadways 
leading out of settlements, this 
may have continued as a custom 
with the stones being placed within 
the sacred boundary of a church at 
a later date. Some Ogham stones, 
though, are very defi nitely Chris-
tian as they are inscribed with 
symbols of the cross; they may 
have been associated with the 
churches and monasteries founded 

OUT of bed at 5am, walking 
shoes on, and off  for a fast 

15 mile walk from Lampeter to 
Llanddewi Brefi  and back before 
breakfast. I love walking! It’s my 
time to think, and time to pray. 
Don’t ask me to sit still and do that 
– I’ve never been able to!
 But there’s another reason too. 
This year is the centenary of the 
Battle of the Somme, that appalling 
episode in human history during 
which more than 1 million men 
were wounded or killed, 57,470 
on the fi rst day. At Mametz Wood 
alone, the 38th (Welsh) Division 
lost around 4,000 men. We look 
back on it and wonder how human 
beings could be so violent, waste-
ful, destructive, stupid, and so 
blind. But at the time it seemed to 
be the only way to stem the advanc-
ing tide of the German empire and 
so millions went into battle only 

to be mown down by the machine 
guns and shells from the other side.
Earlier this year, I signed up to join 
a group that are going to walk the 
front line of the Somme in Octo-
ber – 100km (64 miles) in three 
days, and fi nishing with a special 
ceremony at the Menin Gate. The 
fi rst aim is to raise funds for ABF, 
The Soldiers Charity, each walker 
raising at least £1,200. I’m really 
looking forward to walking with 
a group of people, some of whom 
are super-fi t, and some who are 

ill-prepared and going to struggle. 
The intention is that together we all 
reach the end.
 I’m looking forward to learning 
history too. Some of the walk-
ers are experts in the events of the 
battle and will be able to guide us 
along the way with factual infor-
mation and compelling stories of 
sacrifi ce and courage.
 However, I’m not sure I’m 
looking forward to facing up to the 
horror of what happened in that 
small part of the world during the 
summer and autumn of 1916. And 
you’d think we would learn the 
lessons of history and the human 
race couldn’t sink to that level 
again! But across the world today 
human beings are still violent, 
wasteful, destructive, stupid and 
blind. And so the struggle goes 
on, not for us with weapons of 
war, but through prayer, Christ-
like compassion, and working to 
see God’s kingdom rule and reign 
of peace come on earth as it is in 
heaven.

Frontline walk
Andy Herrick is in training for a special event to commemorate 

the Battle of the Somme

https://www.soldierscharity.org/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Andy-Herrick 

by our early Christian saints or 
their followers. Examples can be 
seen on Caldey Island, in Bridell, 
at St Teilo’s, Llandeilo and Maen-
clochog, among other places.
 One very excellent stone was 
found being used as a foot bridge 
near Hayscastle in Pembrokeshire 
and now resides at Brawdy in St 
David’s Church.
 We do not know how old the 
Ogham alphabet is and, in earlier 

times, inscriptions may have been 
written on pieces of wood that have 
long since perished.
 Fortunately for us the stones 
are now loved and cared for and 
are readily available for u s to visit 
in and around our churches, as we 
fi nd ourselves custodians of a past 
that is a reminder of a very diff er-
ent linguistic history.
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WHAT’S ON AT 
ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL . . .

For further information about the above services and events 
please contact the Deanery Offi  ce on 01437 720202 

or email info@stdavidscathedral.org.uk
See our website www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk 
Find us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter 

Saturday 15th October
Hywel Girls and Boys Choir and Llanelli Choral Society 

Concert 7:30pm

Friday 2nd December
Tenovous Cancer Care Concert 7:30pm

Saturday 3rd December
Goodwick Brass Band 7:30pm

Saturday 10th December
Dyfed Choir Concert 7:30pm 

In June, the 5th annual Art on the Faith Trail was launched by Bishop Wyn, who is pictured 
with some of the artists whose work was displayed in the cathedral and 10 nearby churches 
in North Pembrokeshire. A video of this year’s trail can be seen on the tourism pages of the 

diocesan website at 
http://stdavids.churchinwales.org.uk/tourism /

http://stdavids.churchinwales.org.uk/life/ministry

Meithrin Gobaith

Growing Hope

God has called us

How about you?

Vocations Poster 2016 A4.indd   1 22/06/2016   07:44:03

Beth amdanoch chi?

http://stdavids.churchinwales.org.uk/life/ministry

Mae Duw wedi 
ein galwMeithrin Gobaith

Growing Hope

Vocations Poster 2016 A4.indd   2 22/06/2016   07:44:05

THE Communications, Lay 
Development and Ministry 

Teams have produced a new, bilin-
gual poster to promote awareness 
of the series of vocations videos 
being rolled out on the diocesan 
website at http://stdavids.churchin-
wales.org.uk/life/ministry/
 The posters, which we hope 
will be displayed in every church 
around the diocese, will be distrib-
uted at this year’s Diocesan 
Conference.

Cyfraniadau ar gyfer Pobl Dewi
Y mae croeso i erthyglau oddi wrth ddarllenwyr, ac yn arbennig 

cyfraniadau Cymraeg.

Dylid anfon erthyglau at y Golygydd: Tessa Briggs
editorpd@churchinwales.org.uk

neu fe ellir postio ffotograffau ynghyd â 50 o eiriau at:

Pobl Dewi,
Swyddfa’r Esgobaeth, Abergwili, Caerfyrddin, SA31 2JG

wedi’u nodi at sylw ‘Y Golygydd’ 

About 50 you ng people from the diocese attended Spree Wales 2016 in July

Forthcoming Events 
at Tŷ’r Pererin

Friday 7th October; 10am - 4pm 
 Retreat Day at Tŷ’r Pererin: ‘At the Still Point of the 

Turning World: Stillness and Silence in Prayer and 
Liturgy’, led by Revd Diana Hoare

Wednesday 30th November; 10am - 4pm 
 Retreat Day at Tŷ’r Pererin: ‘Advent Antiphons – 

Prayers before Christmas’  led by Ven Dennis Wight 

Visiting the cathedral with youngsters? Ask for our 
Cathedral Backpack – includes everything a young 
explorer would need: treasure hunt, mini book for drawing 
and writing, an information card and a costume to dress 
up as St David. 

For more information on any of the events
contact Janet Ingram                                                                                                                           

education@stdavidscathedral.org.uk
Tel: 01437 729151                                                                                            

www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk   
Find us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter

New Posters

contact Janet Ingram                                                                                                                           

Tel: 01437 729151                                                                                            
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For more articles which, unfortunately, could not be accommodated in this issue, plus translations of some, 
please visit the PD Extra page of our website: 

www.stdavidsdiocese.org.uk/life/pobldewi/pdextra/ 

MARY Immaculate RC School, 
Prendergast CP School, 

Ysgol Glan Cleddau, Fenton CP 
School, Redhill Preparatory School 
and St Mark’s VA School, together 
with parents and friends, filled the 
church to capacity. The Mayor, 
Sheriff and representatives from 
the Freemen also came along to 
support this memorable occasion.
 Revd Nicholas Cale opened 
with prayer and warmly welcomed 
everyone before introducing The 
Landsker Singers, who performed 
a wonderful rendition of ‘The Song 
of Haverfordwest’, an anthem 
commissioned by Haverfordwest 
Gild of Freemen, composed by Eric 
Jones with words by David Owen.

A memorable 
inaugural event

St Mary’s Church, Haverfordwest, provided the setting for the 
Festival of School Choirs on 21st June

 Each school performed their 
chosen pieces and delighted the 
audience not only with their 
beautiful singing but with their 
enthusiasm and sheer enjoyment 
in performing. The evening culmi-
nated with all the schools singing 
‘The Song of Haverfordwest’ 
together.
 The winners of a competition 
to design a poster for the festival 
were presented with a voucher by 
Fr Nick who brought the evening 
to a close by thanking everyone 
involved, including Pat Swales 
Barker and Gill White for organ-
ising the festival and for starting 
what will be an annual event.

DDYDD Iau, 23 Mehefin 2016 
cawsom y fraint o groesawu’r 

Gwir Barchedig Wyn Evans, 
Esgob Tyddewi, i wasanaeth 
arbennig yn Eglwys Sant Barnabas 
i ddathlu 150 o addysg yn Ysgol 
Penboyr. Cafwyd anerchiad 
pwrpasol ganddo. Cymerwyd 
rhan gan ddisgyblion yr ysgol. 
Lluniodd y Prifardd Ceri Wyn 
Jones gân ar gyfer y gwasanaeth 
dathlu a chyfansoddodd Mrs 
Organ y gerddoriaeth. Diolch 
iddynt am eu gwaith. Braf 
oedd gweld rhieni a ffrindiau 
wedi ymuno â ni yn y dathliad. 
Paratowyd te prynhawn ar gyfer y 
gwahoddedigion gan staff yr ysgol.
 Dyma’r gân gan Ceri Wyn Jones:

Ysgol Penboyr
Penboyr o hyd yw’n hysgol,
ein hysgol ers cyn co’,
â’i bwrlwm fel Nant Bargod
yn bywiocáu ein bro.

Cytgan
I blant Drefach-Felindre,
Penboyr yw’r cartre clyd,
Penboyr yw’r gwaith  
 a’r chwarae,
Penboyr yw trothwy’r byd.

Penboyr o hyd yw’n hysgol
â’i chof fel melin wlân,
a’r iaith sydd yn ei brethyn
yn llawn o gerdd a chân.

Penboyr o hyd yw’n hysgol,
ac ysgol eglwys yw:
mae’n gadael i’r plant bychain
ddod mewn i ddysgu byw.

Pen-blwydd ‘Arbenning’ Ysgol Penboyr
Penboyr School celebrated its 150th anniversary in June, when pupils and staff 

were joined by Bishop Wyn at a special service

LLONGYFARCHIADAU i 
ddisgyblion blwyddyn 5 a 6 

Ysgol Penboyr am ennill un o brif 
wobrau Cystadleuaeth Menter 
Ysgolion y Dreftadaeth Gymreig 
am eu project ar ‘Croesi’r Tonnau: 
Nel Fach y Bwcs.’ Derbyniwyd y 
wobr o £750 mewn seremoni ar 8 
Gorffennaf 2016 yn Amgueddfa’r 
Glannau yn Abertawe.
 Astudiodd y disgyblion stori 
Ellen Davies a oedd yn cael ei 

hadnabod fel Nel Fach y Bwcs. 
Ymfudodd Ellen yn blentyn 
ifanc gyda’i rhieni i Batagonia 
yn 1875. Roeddent wedi mynd 
yno i chwilio am fywyd gwell. 
Yn 1901, dychwelodd hi a’i thad 
i Gymru, a dod i fyw i Drefach 
Felindre, dafliad carreg o’r ysgol.
 Am ragor o wybodaeth 
am y project ewch at wefan yr 
ysgol ar http://penboyr.j2bloggy.
com/Nel-Fach-Y-Bwcs

Gwobr am broject 
Nel Fach y Bwcs

Pupils in years 5 & 6 at Penboyr School win Welsh Heritage 
Schools Initiative competition

Abergwili VC Primary 
School celebrated its 150th 
anniversary in June, when 
Bishop Wyn joined pupils 
(past and present), teachers 
and those who are involved 
with the school at a special 
service to mark the occasion. 
Pictured are Miss Elizabeth 
Evans and Mrs Margaret 
Llewellyn, sisters who have 
lived in Abergwili all their 
lives and attended the 
school as children. A Bible 
was presented by Katherine 
Edwards, whose family has 
continually attended the 
school since its opening

Abergwili VC school's 150th anniversary



Pobl Dewi, September 2016      15

Assembly 
Most children will be familiar 
with the story of Noah’s Ark. Ask 
them to help you re-tell the story 
but focus on ‘what happens next?’ 
Noah would be part of ‘rebuild-
ing’ the world. Involve the children 
by using a world map and asking 
them to think of changes they 
would make in the world and pin 
thought bubbles onto the map. This 
can be linked to topics of caring 
for the world, environment, new 
beginnings and so on, and there are 
many songs and prayers which can 
be used alongside. 

Children’s Group
Story: A Bible character with a new 
beginning; Saul who became Paul 
(use the Lion Storyteller Bible). 
Ask the children to help act it out. 
Activity: Use a word ladder 
(Changing one letter at a time) to 
show how small changes can  
make big changes – SAUL 
Material to help a boat move 
(SAIL) 
Opposite to succeed (FAIL) 
Like a bucket (PAIL)  
The new name for Saul: PAUL
Craft: Use a paper plate to make a 
mask with a face on each side. Talk 

Back to school
It’s the perfect time to start something new as parents, teachers, 
children and young people return to their normal routine. ‘Back to 
school’ time also gives us great opportunities for new engagement 
through schools and in our regular groups. Here are some ideas 

from Clare Williams for ‘new beginnings’ this term

about what the real difference was 
between Saul and Paul. Have one 
side with eyes closed and the other 
with eyes open. 

Youth Group 
The idea of a fresh start – whatever 
situation they find themselves in – 
speaks to young people. Explore 
the theme of forgiveness then 
give them opportunity to respond. 
Either use a shredder to shred 
something they want to say sorry 
for or ask them to write in felt pen 
onto people shapes made from 
acetate and dip them water; the 
ink will just wash away – this also 

links with exploring baptism. The 
song ‘Don’t be so hard on yourself’ 
by Jess Glynne can be used. 

All-age worship
Ask the children and young people 
to bring something along to the 
service which they will use in the 
new school year e.g. pencil case, 
which can be blessed during the 
service. This is great for children 

starting new schools or who are 
facing exams in the coming year. 

Events
27th September: Messy Meet Up 
28th October: Youth Activity day 

out at Sealyham  – book now!
26th November Cathedral Celebration
 Children 2-5pm, Messy Advent 
 Youth 7-9.30pm, Sound of Wales 

EVERY year St Michael’s, 
Aberystwyth, sends a group of 

students to serve a community in 
Wales. This year we returned to the 
Parish of St Thomas and Kilvey in 
the Eastside of Swansea, to support 
Revd Steven Bunting and the 
congregation.
 Throughout the week we put 
on various evening events, free of 
charge, for anyone who wanted 
to come along. Ex-Welsh rugby 
star Garin Jenkins spoke about 
his faith at a quiz night; there was 
also a night of comedy and magic 
with Christian communicator, Tom 
Elliott, as well as an evening of 
Chocolate Bingo.
 Saturday saw Church in the 
Park return to the local green 
during which 620 burgers and 

sausages were given away – it was 
an excellent occasion, an expres-
sion of joy and unity.
 As well as the evening events, 
we helped in the local schools, 
giving assemblies and RE lessons. 
There were also practical garden-
ing projects, the biggest of which 
took place at Danygraig Primary 
School where an overgrown, unus-
able wasteland was transformed 
into a functional learning space; a 
free gift from the Church, the body 
of Christ, to the school.
 The whole week was a wonder-
ful opportunity to show the 
community that the Church loves 
them, but more importantly that 
Jesus loves them and that His 
grace, which is freely available to 
all, brings hope.

Students on a mission
Twenty-two students gave up eight days of their relaxing, long 
summer break to serve strangers in practical ways in the name 
of Jesus. Why on earth would they do that!? Because Jesus is 
alive. Ben Wigley, Youth and Student Pastor at St Michael’s, 

Aberystwyth, reports from an inspirational week
More information:

www.stdavids.churchinwales.org.uk/life/children
clarewilliams@churchinwales.org.uk

Telephone  07881 016191 

Am ragor o erthyglau, nad oedd hi’n bosib eu cynnwys yn y rhifyn hwn, ynghyd â chyfieithiad 
o rai ohonynt, ewch i dudalen 

PD Extra ar ein gwefan: www.stdavidsdiocese.org.uk/life/pobldewi/pdextra/
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Expat congregation in St Paul’s Cathedral, Nicosia

I AM an immigrant, exercising 
my rights of free movement, 

working in another EU country. 
That gives me some insight into 
how some EU citizens now resi-
dent in the UK are feeling as a 
result of Brexit. 
 To be fair, Cypriots are not at 
all hostile to the 30,000 or so Brits 
living in their country. They have, 
as part of their DNA, the impera-
tive towards hospitality that most 
people from the Middle East think 
is a human characteristic, and only 
realise their mistake when they 
arrive, fleeing death and persecu-
tion, in Europe. 
 They also have sympathy with 
the Brits, a probable majority of 

whom (from my conversations) 
wanted to remain as members of 
the EU. They look with complete 
bemusement, as a people who had 
every reason to leave but decided 
to stay just a few years ago, on a 
people with every reason to stay 
but who decided to leave.
 Cyprus’s original reason for 
wanting membership of the EU 
had little to do with economics 
and everything to do with security. 
As a people who had experienced 
war within living memory, they 
wanted to be part of an alliance that 
promised peace and freedom from 
invasion. The UK with no recent 
cultural memory of war, despite 
its ceremonial remembrances of 

Against the grain
John Holdsworth, Archdeacon in Cyprus and the Gulf, considers 

the far-reaching implications of the recent Brexit vote

events a hundred years ago, placed 
little importance on the EU as a 
guarantor of peace, even though 
that is why it was set up in the first 
place – what the European project 
is all about. 
 Cyprus realises that immigra-
tion is essential for its economy 
to thrive, and has a strong enough 
national culture to have no fears 
about its dilution, unlike England, 
whose recent political history 
shows a real crisis of national 
cultural identity.
 The British expat population 
here is anxious and frankly embar-
rassed. Incomes from pensions 
have suddenly dropped by about 
10% and that will have an effect 
on church finances and may mean 
some people deciding to leave, so 
having an effect on congregations 
as well. If reciprocal health care is 
no longer available that will also 
have an effect.

 The Anglican churches here, in 
my experience, have really assim-
ilated the culture of welcome and 
diversity. I have never experienced 
such ethnically diverse congrega-
tions, and such a relaxed attitude in 

churches towards inclusiveness of 
all kinds. For Christians who have 
come to understand the importance 
of peace and welcome, Brexit has 
few friends.

THE Diocese of Bukavu covers 
some 85,000km2 in the east of 

the country, in which there are 88 
parishes, 131 schools and 8 health 
centres. The city of Bukavu, on the 
shores of Lake Kivu, is a commer-
cial and industrial centre, a lake port 
and a tourist destination. The region 
is known for agricultural produce, 
coffee, tea, tobacco, quinine, straw-
berries, livestock, tin and gold. 
 Some parishes already have 
direct links with parishes in The 
Congo and if you would like to 
establish a link please contact me. 
Bishop Wyn has generously 
donated his theological library to 

the cathedral in Bukavu. We are 
embarking on a project to build a 
library and classroom at the cathe-
dral to enable the most effective 
use to be made of this resource, and 
the cathedral and students are very 
excited about this development. 
 A village just outside the city 
has built a clinic but has little 
bedding. We are collecting sheets 
and blankets to go out to this 
village in the autumn (see From St 
Davids to Bukavu with love below). 
We are also collecting used postage 
stamps that will be sold in aid of 
this project. 
 During the civil war 300 chil-

dren were made orphans overnight 
in the same village; the parish priest 
allows the children to sleep in the 
church and we are hoping to supply 
enough mosquito nets (at a cost of 
£3 per unit) for each of them. The 
women of the village try to grow 
enough vegetables to enable the 
children to have one meal a day.
 If you are able to support any 
of these initiatives by fund raising 
or donating items please contact me 
on 01834 831544, or e-mail me at 
ncpg@aol.com. Any cheques should 
be made out to The Congo Project 
and sent to me c/o the Diocesan 
Office in Abergwili, Carmarthen. 

Hands across continents
The Companion Link between the Diocese of St David’s and the Diocese of Bukavu in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo has now been established for a few years. Nick Griffin outlines some projects 

which are in need of our support

WHAT do you do with 50 sets 
of used bedding when you 

have generously been given 50 sets 
of new bedding? This was the fortu-
nate situation faced by Dan Jones, 
the manager of St Davids Farms 
for City Children. Some people 
might call it luck, but, happily for 
the Congo Project, Revd Dr Jennie 
Annis was visiting the farm with St 

From St Davids to Bukavu with love
Mary’s Fishguard Mothers’ Union 
the same day as Dan took deliv-
ery of the new bedding. Taking the 
old bedding, Jennie then delivered 
it to St Matthew’s Clinic, which 
is situated next to the cathedral in 
Bukavu.
 Wherever the Church in 
Bukavu builds a church, they also 
aim to build a school and a clinic 

(mini hospital). St Mathew’s was 
built over 15 years ago but has 
never had the funds to buy bedding 
so patients bring their own blan-
kets. When Bahati Mutunzi, 
Director of Nursing, accepted the 
bedding on behalf of the clinic all 
he could do was cry with gratitude.
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THE headline comes from a 
speech delivered at Lampeter 

in October 2015 by the Vener-
able Master Chin Kung (pictured, 
centre) who, subsequently, during 
July of this year, and in conjunction 
with Vice-Chancellor Professor 
Medwin Hughes DL, launched 
an Academy of Sinology at the 
campus, with a declared mission 
to ‘open the path to peace’. The 
launch took place during the first 
International Interfaith Symposium 
for Harmony and World Peace and 
it was a great privilege to be invited 
to participate and speak.

‘The hope of world peace 
lies in the University of Wales 

Trinity Saint David’
It is not easy to find a good news headline but perhaps this succeeds, 

suggests Derek Davies in the latest of his articles on interfaith

 The symposium declaration 
speaks of: the ‘sanctity’ of the world 
and the need to secure a sustainable 
future; a valuing of the sense of the 
‘sacred’ in all that surrounds us; the 
beauty of ‘holiness’; the common 
bonds of ‘faith’; a common wisdom 
drawing us together in a spirit 
of tolerance, understanding and 
forgiveness; a respect for the integ-
rity of faith traditions; a desire to 
unite to further sustainable cultures 
of peace and justice; a respect for 
common values which speak of 
wisdom, sincerity and compassion; 
the promotion of the integrity of 

all traditions celebrating cultural 
and spiritual diversity; and a belief 
in open, inclusive dialogue which 
fosters global harmony and peace.
 Now whilst this recent initia-
tive may emerge, I believe, from 
within the Mahayana tradition 
of Buddhism, it is also and quite 
unequivocally a declaration which 
resonates powerfully with the senti-
ments of a recent document from 
within an overtly Christian tradi-
tion – Laudato Si – the Encyclical 
Letter of the Holy Father Francis – 
‘On care for our Common Home’.
 The title for the Holy Father’s 

encyclical is taken from a canti-
cle of Saint Francis of Assisi 
which speaks of ‘Mother Earth’ – a 
perspective which, it seemed, was 
all but lost. However, in addition to 
a call to these earlier perspectives 
of creation it also contains as its 
objective the imperative of social 
justice for all humanity of the 
present day and the generations of 

the future. And so my hope is three-
fold; that Lampeter, here in our 
diocese, will continue as a model 
for others in promoting interfaith 
dialogue, that this ground-breaking 
initiative will be emulated and that 
our own faith will find a new sense 
of purpose arising from a return to 
an earlier view of creation.

Revd Canon Patrick Thomas recently represented the Church 
in Wales and the Welsh Armenian Community (of which he 
is Honorary Pastor) at the Annual Service of the Blessing of 
the Four Corners of the Earth outside St Sarkis Armenian 
Apostolic Orthodox Church in Kensington. Those taking part 
included Archbishop Nathan (External Affairs Representative 
of the Catholicos of All Armenians), Bishop Hovakim (Armenian 
Primate of Britain and Ireland) and Father Garegin (Dean of the 
Theological Seminary of Holy Etchmiadzin in Armenia). The 
service was in Classical Armenian, but Patrick was asked to give 

the final blessing in Welsh

Four corners of the Earth blessing

THE Synod opened with a 
Eucharist service at St Paul’s 

Church in Glenageary. In his 
sermon, Rt Revd Patrick Rooke, 
the Bishop of Tuam, Killala, and 
Achonry, set the tone when he 
encouraged the congregation to 
consider three issues:
• Generosity of spirit
• Welcoming the stranger
• Being open to change
 It was these themes which were 
carried through the meetings which 
followed at The Royal Marine 
Hotel, Dun Laoghaire over the next 
three days and were expanded upon 
by the Archbishop of Armagh, The 
Most Reverend Dr Richard Clarke, 
in his wide-ranging and thought-
provoking presidential address. 
 The Church of Ireland (CofI) 
consists of 12 dioceses of differ-
ing sizes throughout the whole of 
Ireland. It has been disestablished 

for almost 150 years and looks 
forward to celebrating its sesqui-
centenary in 2021. I understand 
that consideration is being given to 
an external review of the Church, 
similar to our own, before that 
anniversary. 
 Like our own Governing Body, 
the Synod has struggled with 
contentious issues relating to same-
sex marriage and women in the 
episcopacy over the past few years 
and, in some ways, this had left the 
CofI wondering what its next prior-
ities should be.
 The number of topics over the 
three days was wide-ranging and 
many were familiar such as finan-
cial issues; the maintenance and 
responsibility for ancient build-
ings; ageing congregations (when 
39% of worshippers are over 
the age of 69 years); the need to 
involve and nurture young people 

into the church; the safeguarding 
of young people and vulnerable 
adults; mission and ecumenism.
 The turbulent history of Ireland 
has clearly left its mark on the 
CofI. The 1916 Easter Upris-
ing and the Battle of the Somme 
were in people’s minds, with the 
more recent troubles in the North 
leaving deep scars. But one of the 
speakers invited us to consider 
that our ministry should be in the 
public square with the key role of 
churches being pastors of, for and 
in our communities. 
 Indeed, the CofI has been 
forced to confront political issues 
in a way that, thankfully, we have 
not. There is little doubt that the 
recent “Brexit” vote will be a seri-
ous challenge for a church that will 
continue to serve both members 
and non-members of the European 
Union. 

Church of Ireland considers its priorities
The Church in Wales faces many challenges. As a guest of The General Synod 
of the Church of Ireland in May, Elizabeth Thomas learnt they share many of the 

same challenges . . . but others which are less familiar

All the fun 
of the fair

ALL Saints, Llangorwen, held 
their summer fair on 6th 

August. The weather was kind and 
the games, tea, a BBQ and stalls 
attracted a large number of visitors, 
many of whom also took time out 
to look round the church, read more 
about its history or simply sit in its 
peaceful space. As ever, thanks go 
to all those who worked so hard to 
put on the event, which raised an 
impressive £1,500 for church funds.
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Reflection

“YOU’LL be so busy you’ll 
wonder how you ever 

found time to go to work!” Every 
stage in life has its standard 
comments (‘Have you set a date 
yet?’; ‘Do you want a boy or a 
girl?’) and this is the one for retire-
ment. In the months leading up 
to my retirement, I heard it many 
times. 
 There’s no doubt about it, 
retirement is a big deal. We all look 
forward to it with varying degrees 
of hope and doubt, we make our 
plans, we have our expectations 
and our fears. For me, a year after 
the goodbye party, the handshake 
and the cheque, there have been 
some surprises and some shocks, 
many challenges and a few unex-
pected treats. 
 What are the challenges of 
retirement? For me there were 
three: first, doing without a routine; 
second, doing without the people 
and third, the monthly pay cheque 
was replaced by a pension. Schools 
are places of routine: a bell goes 
and 30 pupils troop in, another bell 
rings and they all troop out again. I 
loved it. Schools are people-places: 
colleagues who work beside you in 
a worthwhile endeavour; pupils, 
delightful, funny and infuriating, 
for whom we are there in the first 
place. I still miss them. And every 

After the work place
Fenella Strange, until July 2015 a Religious Education teacher 
at Ysgol Bro Dinefwr, Llandeilo, reflects on the challenges of 

retirement

month a pay slip appeared in my 
pigeon hole from a grateful County 
Council. The loss of these three 
knocked my sense of worth, self-
esteem and value. In the months 
following retirement, each of these 
challenges had to be met and a 
response formulated. 
 And the treats? Before I retired, 
there was one treat I looked forward 
to more than any other: no more 
marking! No more giving Two 
Stars and a Wish to all my Year 7’s, 
no more comments at the end of an 
A-level essay on Zen Buddhism 
that ended up longer than the essay 
itself. In the early months I was 
haunted by the feeling that there 
was something I had not done, a 
lesson I should have prepared, a set 
of reports I should have completed. 
Reminding myself that the feeling 
was bogus was one of the joys of 
the early months.
 For each one of us, the chal-
lenges and the joys of retirement 
will be different depending on our 
personality and experience in the 
work place. But for each one of 
us God’s words to Jeremiah 2,500 
years ago are our comfort and our 
inspiration: “For I know the plans I 
have for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future”. Jeremiah 29:11

CAFWYD penwythnos 
anhygoel ar benwythnos 

Gŵyl y Banc ddiwedd mis Mai 
pan lwyfannwyd sioe yn ardal 
Tre-groes i gofio am eni Christmas 
Evans 250 o flynyddoedd yn ôl.
 Ysgrifennwyd y sioe yn 
adrodd stori ei fywyd gan Mrs 
Eleri Davies. Yr oedd yn olrhain 
ei hanes yn cael ei eni yn Nhre-
groes, ar dir Dyffryn Llynod yn 
fab i grydd, a sut y bu i’w dad 
farw ac yntau wedyn yn gorfod 
ymadael â’i fam yn naw oed i 
weithio ar fferm ei ewythr creulon. 
Nid oedd yn medru darllen nac 
ysgrifennu ond trwy lwc aeth yn 
was ffarm i ardal Pont-siân ac yno 
yn cael y cyfle i fynd i’r ysgol yng 
Nghastell Hywel. Yn dilyn derbyn 
addysg yn ysgol yno fe ddaeth yn 
bregethwr enwog dros ben gan 
grwydro Cymru benbaladr a denu 
torfeydd enfawr i wrando arno.
 Cafwyd perfformiad gwych 
gyda phawb yn mwynhau yng 
nghwmni’r cast a hefyd yng 
nghwmni Côr Cwmann. Diolch i 

Christmas Evans: mab y crydd o 
Dre-groes a phregethwr enwog

Tre-groes celebrates the 250th anniversary of the birth of Christmas Evans (1776-1838), who 
became one of Wales’s most famous preachers 

bawb a ddaeth i gefnogi ac a bu’n 
gweithio’n galed yn paratoi ac 
ymarfer ar gyfer y cyflwyniad.
 Ar y nos Sadwrn fe 
ddadorchuddiwyd y plac coffa 
iddo ar ei newydd wedd ar wal 
yr ysgol gan ddau frawd, sef 
Mr David Lewis a Mr John 

Lewis, ac yna i orffen y ddwy 
noson fe gafwyd lluniaeth yn 
yr ysgol a chyfle i sgwrsio a 
mwynhau cwmni ein gilydd.
 Penwythnos arbennig i gofio 
un o bregethwyr amlycaf Cymru.

ON 14th July the Munch 
Bunch, a group from St 

Michael’s Church, Aberystwyth, 
who meet regularly, chose to visit 
St Michael’s Church, Eglwysfach, 
for their summer outing.
 The group was warmly 
welcomed and Dan Priddy, the 
Deanery Evangelist, led the service 
with prayer and songs. Joy Neal 
and Alison Swanson then gave a 
talk on the history of the church 
and the life of R S Thomas, who 
was vicar of the church for 13 
years, together with readings of 
some of his poetry. A sumptuous 
tea was then served in The Iron 
Room by the ladies of St Michael’s 
Church, Aberystwyth.

The Munch Bunch

DDYDD Sul, 19 Mehefin, 
cynhaliwyd gŵyl arbennig 

iawn yn Eglwys y Drindod 
Castellnewydd Emlyn. Roedd yn 
dda gweld cynifer yn bresennol ar 
gyfer yr ŵyl. Cafwyd gwasanaeth 
o’r Cymun Bendigaid yn y bore 
gyda’r Barchedig Viv Sayer yn 
pregethu a’r plant yn mynd allan 
i’r Neuadd i ddysgu am y Mab 
Afradlon ac i wneud gwahanol 

weithgareddau. Rhaid diolch i’r 
athrawon Ysgol Sul a’r rhieni a 
ddaeth i helpu ac i’r plant am fod 
mor arbennig o dda. Yn y nos 
roedd hi’n ganu cynulleidfaol o 
dan arweiniad Mrs Delyth Rees 
ac fe gafwyd canu da dros ben 
ynghyd â Chôr Ysgol Penboyr. 
Diolch i bawb a ddaeth ac am 
gefnogi’r ŵyl eleni eto.

Gŵyl Gorawl Emlyn Veterans Films 
Festival

Veteran Films Ltd (‘The power 
of film’, Pobl Dewi, September 

2015) is hosting the 
UK International Veterans 

Films Festival
at the National Library of Wales, 

Aberystwyth, 25th to 27th 
November 

Details and tickets:
http://veteranfilms.org/veteran-

films-festival/
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RETURNING to the venue we 
have used for the past few 

years, on the edge of the stunning 
Llangorse Lake, near Brecon, the 
10 Cursillo members (Cursillistas) 
were joined by 7 ‘pilgrims’. Talks 
were given by ordained clerics 
and members of the laity, and then 
discussed. Time was also spent 
together in worship, prayer, shar-
ing, singing, and discovering what 
it means to be ‘the body of Christ’. 
 Over the past 19 years more 
than 100 people from our diocese 
have attended one of the Cursillo 
weekends. The important point to 
remember is that, whilst the week-
end is the start, it isn’t the end of 

A shared experience
This year, the St David’s Cursillo three-day weekend took place in the middle of May at Llangasty 

Retreat Centre. Judy Webb encourages readers to join local, diocesan groups

the Cursillo experience, as many 
members meet on a regular basis 
around the diocese in small local 
groups, and on a three-monthly 
basis in larger groups at diff erent 
venues. 
 All are very welcome at our 
meetings which normally take 
place on a Saturday morning, 
and fi nish with a bring-and-share 
lunch. This year we will be holding 
our Annual General Meeting in St 
David’s on Saturday 15th October; 
while the meeting itself will be of 
interest only to existing members, 
everyone will be very welcome 
at the service in the cathedral at 
2 pm, when our new Lay Direc-

tor, Brenda Evans from Kidwelly, 
will be commissioned by Archdea-
con Dennis Wight. Refreshments 
will be served afterwards at Tŷ’r 
Pererin. 
 Before this event, several of 
our number will be attending the 
UK National Ultreya (Gathering) 
in York Minster on 3rd September, 
joining several hundred Cursillis-
tas from all over Great Britain.
 If you feel you would like to 
come along to one of our gath-
erings you’re assured of a warm 
welcome. Please contact our 
present Lay Director, Hazel Burn 
(laydirector@ccdewisant.org.uk), 
or our Spiritual Director, Revd 

David Payne (spiritualdirector@
ccdewisant.org.uk), for further 
information.
 Should you be interested in 
attending our weekend next year it 

takes place at Llangasty from 25th 
to 28th May. Before you decide to 
attend, we would suggest you join 
one of our meetings within the 
diocese and get to know us.  

OUR spiritual journey will hark 
back to 1876, when, in the 

parish of Alresford, near Winches-
ter, Mary Sumner founded the 
Mothers’ Union (MU). Her husband 
was the rector of the parish when 
she had a vision and was inspired 
to start the movement after the birth 
of her fi rst grandchild. Remember-
ing her own diffi  culties when she 
was fi rst a mother, Mary wanted to 
bring mothers of all social classes 
together to provide support for one 
another and to be trained for moth-
erhood, something which she saw 
as a vocation.
 I have been privileged to be 
able to visit branches through-
out the diocese for many of the 
MU’s 140th and the Queen’s 90th 
celebrations, and more visits are 
planned. I have enrolled many new 
members and presented long-term 
certifi cates, including a 62-year 
certifi cate to Mrs Ruth Skyrm of 
Narberth Branch.
 Our theme this year is, very 
appropriately, ‘Celebration of faith.’ 
Our faith, especially our prayer 
life, is at the heart of all that we 
do. Carmarthen Archdeaconry MU 
held a 140-year celebration with 
a diff erence at St Twrog’s Church, 
Llanddarog, called ‘A Gathering 
Day’, which explored our faith jour-
ney through creativity, praise and 
prayer. It was a wonderful day of 
relaxation, sharing and looking at 
our God-given talents. 
 The Queen has been Patron 
of MU since 1952 and we were 
delighted that some members were 
able to join her celebrations, both 
at the Service of Thanksgiving on 

We are pilgrims 
on a journey

Mothers’ Union members from across the diocese are preparing 
to journey to Winchester in September, when approximately 40 
members will attend this year’s General Meeting. Glenys Payne 

is looking forward to the occasion

10th June and The Patron’s Lunch 
on 12th June. 
 As a Christian organisation our 
members have been touched and 
inspired by the way The Queen has 
not only spoken openly about the 
importance of her faith, but also 
by the way she has lived out that 
faith in service to Britain and the 
Commonwealth. 
 Family life – which lies at the 
core of our work to put faith into 
action – is also clearly close to The 
Queen’s heart. 
 At the Thanksgiving service 
in St Paul’s Cathedral we were 
delighted that Hilda Price, an MU 
member for 60 years, was chosen to 
read two prayers at the momentous 
occasion. Hilda was selected as she 
was born on the same day as The 
Queen and we were very proud of 
her as she not only read the prayers 
beautifully but also that she origi-
nally came from Carmarthen. 

Mary Sumner, MU Founder

The Royal School of Church 
Music’s latest Meet, Eat and 
Sing event in our diocese 
was held on 23rd July at 
Lampeter College Chapel, 
as part of the town’s food 
festival. 

Under the baton of Stuart 
Robinson (pictured), 
Co-ordinator, RSCM Wales, 
choristers spent an enjoyable 
afternoon rehearsing 
Stanford’s Magnifi cat and 
Nunc Dimittis in B Flat, 
Malcolm Archer’s setting of 
Who would true valour see, 
hymns and responses. Choral 
Evensong, led by Ven Dr Will 
Strange, was then held at 
4.30pm 

More than 100 people, of all ages, came along to Cream Tea & 
Craft Fair held by Holy Trinity Church, Aberystwyth, on Saturday 
16th July in the Buarth Hall. Jewellery, woodwork, holding 
crosses, home-made soaps, cards and other items were on sale, 
all of which attracted a great deal of interest. The cream tea was 
a sumptuous aff air, with a large choice of sandwiches, cakes, 
scones, biscuits and other sweet items. Thanks to the hard work 

of all those involved, more than £700 was made on the day 

Cream tea at Aberystwyth
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Contributions to Pobl Dewi
We welcome articles of interest from readers and, in particular, 

we would like to encourage submission of articles in Welsh. 
Articles should be sent to the Managing Editor: Tessa Briggs,

editorpd@churchinwales.org.uk 
or photographs accompanied by a maximum 

of 50 words can be posted to:
Pobl Dewi,

The Diocesan Office, Abergwili, Carmarthen SA31 2JG,
marked for the attention of ‘The Editor’

Book Reviews

Disclaimer
Pobl Dewi and the diocese of St Davids take no responsibility, 
liability or share the views or opinions of any articles 
contained herein. All information is the responsibility of the 
person or organisation submitting the article. Pobl Dewi take 
no responsibility for any errors or omissions

The lives around us:
Daily meditations for nature 
connection
By: Dan Papworth
Pub: John Hunt Publishing; 

20116
ISBN: 978-1-78535-256-0
Price: £12.99
Dan Papworth is a former parish 
priest who now facilitates Chelten-
ham Forest Church. What he offers 
here is a resource to help individ-
uals or groups draw closer into 
communion with the natural world. 
On the face of it I should have 
been happy to read this book, shar-
ing his recognition that we need to 
engage more with the non-human 
Creation, for both our sakes. Yet I 

wasn’t keen to pick this one up. But 
I did because I’d promised to, and 
it was generally worth the effort. 
 Each chapter follows the same 
pattern: a natural history of a particu-
lar plant or animal, ideas about what 
we might do for them, short bible 
passages, and then reflections to 
help stimulate prayer. Take the High 
Brown Fritillary, the most endan-
gered of Britain’s native butterflies. 
 We learn its preferred habitat is 
grassland, yet it roosts high in trees; 
that it favours feeding on four types 
of violet, but can slum-it with more 
mundane nectar, and how it lives 
for but one year. Papworth notes the 
apparent fragility of this animal, yet 
also its resilience, and how it roams 

Worth keeping on the bookshelf
1½ miles from home (the equivalent 
of us having a 30 mile range). It is, 
for him, an example of the possibil-
ity of living lightly on this earth, yet 
powerfully.
 Papworth then gives some 
butterfly conservation tips, before 
offering Ezekiel 37 (where the dry 
bones are covered with flesh and 
brought to life) for reflection and 
prayer. The link with the fritillary 
is the transformation from caterpil-
lar to butterfly. Have faith to trust 
in the slow transformational work 
of God, says Papworth. God will 
work by the shortest route possi-
ble, only it might not be the route 
we choose, expect, or want. 
 Here Papworth’s pattern works 

well. The natural history stimulates 
one to marvel, practical advice is 
there for those that want it, the bible 

readings relate to the subject, and the 
conclusions are judicious. Elsewhere 
the pattern is far less successful as, 
for example, with the reflections 
on the Roe Deer, which leaves the 
impression Papworth is straining to 
include some personal reflections on 
sex and gender relations. Papworth’s 
insistence on labelling himself as 
within the ‘Christ tradition’, so as 
not to offend others for whom Chris-
tianity has negative connotations, is a 
little irritating.
 Nonetheless, it’s a book from 
which you can pick and choose, 
and there’s enough of value here 
to warrant the purchase if you feel 
the call to be in closer communion 
with our non-human neighbours. 
I might well pluck it off my shelf 
again in years to come.

Revd Marcus Zipperlen

Ar drywydd Dewi Sant 
Gan Gerald Morgan 
Cyhoeddwr: Y Lolfa; 2016
ISBN: 978-1-78461-255-9
Pris: £5.99
Tua diwedd y llyfr hwn y mae’r 
awdur (a fu’n dysgu hanes 
Cymru i efrydwyr allanol yn 
Aberystwyth) yn disgrifio ei 
waith fel “cyfrol fer, hwylus”. 
Rhaid cytuno â’i farn oherwydd 
o fewn cwmpas cant a hanner 
o dudalennau mae’n llwyddo 
crynhoi swrn o wybodaeth am ein 
nawddsant a’i ddylanwad dros y 
canrifoedd ac ar draws y byd.
 Yn naturiol mae Gerald 
Morgan yn amlinellu cyfraniad 
Rhygyfarch i’n gwybodaeth 

am Ddewi gan bwysleisio’r 
cyd-destun gwleidyddol a 
chrefyddol wedi dyfodiad y 
Normaniaid a’r modd y lliwiodd 
y ffaith hon y  darlun y mae 
Rhygyfarch yn ei greu. Dymunai 
Rhygyfarch godi statws Tyddewi 
fel canolfan dysg a chrefydd. 
Mae’r llyfr yn codi pwynt 
diddorol a wnaed yn wreiddiol 
ar ddechrau’r ugeinfed ganrif, 
sef mai yng Ngheredigion y 
ganed Dewi. Cydnebydd fodd 
bynnag nad oes modd i neb 
farnu’n derfynol ar y pwnc 
oherwydd diffyg gwybodaeth!
 Seiliwyd y llyfr ar weithiau 
dysgedig hen a newydd gan 
dynnu hefyd ar ymweliadau â rhai 

Difyr, darllenadwy a diddorol
lleoedd sydd â chysylltiadau â’r 
sant a’i fam, Non. Yn wir mae’r 
bennod ar Lydaw ac Iwerddon, 
er ei byrdra, yn hynod o afaelgar. 
Buasai hyd yn oed yn well 
petasai’r awdur wedi cyfeirio at 
yr arfer o ddarllen Buhez ar Sent 
(Bucheddau’r Saint) yn yr iaith 
frodorol, arfer a argymhellwyd ar 
Babyddion y fro gan eu hoffeiriaid 
hyd at yr ail ryfel byd. Addas 
iawn oedd y pwyslais ar Ddewi 
a’i fam yn y ddwy wlad hyn heb 
anghofio’r sylw a roddir i Ddewi 
yng nghofnodion Iwerddon 
a’r teitl Aquaticus (Dyfrwr) 
a welir yng ngwaith cynnar 
Buchedd Sant Paul Aurelian.
 Un o ragoriaethau’r llyfr 

yw brwdfrydedd yr awdur wrth 
ddisgrifio dylanwad Dewi ar 
lên a dychymyg y Cymry tros 
y canrifoedd. Rhydd sylw i rai 
eitemau llai cyfarwydd megis y 
cerddi gwladgarol yn y ddeunawfed 
ganrif a fynnai hyrwyddo achos 

yr Hanoferiaid trwy hawlio i 
bob pwrpas mai Dewi a fuasai’n 
gefnogol i’w hachos. Dychmygwch 
– Dewi yn filwr yn rhengoedd y 
teulu brenhinol newydd o’r Almaen!
 Mae ambell bwynt dadleuol 
yma ac acw yn y llyfr sydd yn 
ychwanegu at ei apêl. Ceir ambell 
gamgymeriad hefyd: er enghraifft 
ar dudalen 108 darllenwn: “Roedd 
y seintiau wedi diflannu’n llwyr 
o’r Llyfr Gweddi Saesneg a 
gyhoeddwyd yn 1549” – ond erys 
rhestr o lithiau a bennir ar gyfer 
gwyliau’r seintiau o ŵyl Andreas 
ymlaen yn y llyfr hwnnw. Ond nid 
yw’r cyfryw fân bethau yn tynnu 
oddi ar werth y llyfr yn ei grynswth. 
Os ydych am gael gwybodaeth 
bwrpasol am ein nawddsant ewch 
allan a phrynu’r llyfr hwn.

Y Parch Ganon Jeffrey Gainer

What happens when we pray?
Does it make a difference?
By John Saxbee
Pub: Kevin Mayhew; 2016
ISBN: 978-1-84867-826-2
Price: £11.99
Martin Luther the 16th century 
theologian wrote ‘To be a Christian 
without prayer is no more possible 
than to be alive without breathing.’ 
Few Christians would disagree 
with him. However, central as 
prayer is to our faith, most of us 
struggle with it from time to time. 
 This book focuses on the out-
comes of prayer. John Saxbee, is 
our own Assistant Bishop and a 
former Bishop of Lincoln, and in 
his preface he acknowledges the 
challenges we all share when it 
comes to prayer. His stated aim is 
to prompt us to ‘think about what 
we are doing when we pray’ and 
to stimulate us to ‘pray with ever 
more conviction and commitment’.
 Saxbee opens with an over-
view on the various approaches 

to prayer, drawing on the observa-
tions and reflections of such diverse 
figures as Abraham Lincoln, Igna-
tius, Shakespeare, John Wesley and 
our own R S Thomas. This scene 
setting is important because it lays 
the foundations for what follows.
Saxbee reviews the philosophi-

Set time aside for this book cal objections to prayer. If God is 
unchanging how can he change 
things? If our all-knowing God 
already knows the future, what is 
the point? Why doesn’t our all-
powerful God just sort out the 
world’s problems? How can we 
reconcile God’s innate goodness 
with what goes on in the world? 
Saxbee does not shy away from 
meeting these objections head on 
and offers us much to reflect upon.
 Weighing in at 31 pages, one of 
the meatiest chapters in the book 
deals with the tension between 
God’s sovereignty and our free-
dom. In a nutshell, if God gives 
us total freedom then how can he 
intervene in the world as a response 
to prayer without taking some of 
that freedom away? Saxbee offers 
a number of frames within which 
the reader is able to set the issue 
and reflect upon it.
 Making the case for meet-
ing the challenges ‘which must be 
met if our petitions and interces-
sions are to stand up to scrutiny as 
more than just wishful thinking or 
even superstition’ Saxbee exam-
ines the human desire for healing, 

and wholeness and how the act of 
prayer in itself can influence that 
process.
 This is a book which demands 
to be taken seriously. It is not a 
page-turner, it calls for time out 
for careful reflection as the argu-

ment unfolds and the reader is 
deftly led to the conclusion that ‘A 
prayer offered is a prayer received, 
and a prayer received is a prayer 
answered’.  

Revd Jeff Thomas


