
HOW IT ALL BEGAN 

My father, Revd Bernard Rwizibuka studied at the Norwich Church Army college and 

has very good English and through the attendance of some Overseas Aid workers 

struggling to worship in Swahili he recognised the need for an English service in our 

church at Muhumba.  

                       

                 The church at Muhumba                                      Revd Dr Jennie Annis taking Sunday School 

Also my Mum, siblings and friends were learning English and needed to practise. 

Along with Revd Dr Jennie and David Annis he went to the bishop to discuss the 

need for a Mission service, and so it began. 

After the Annis's returned to Wales my Dad continued with the service, preaching, 

organising the choir, service plan and teaching the congregation English.  He taught 

us less complex songs and to read the service, for which we had to prepare one 

week in advance, and four weeks later we were able to hold our own singing in the 

normal service and so the English service came to life. 

Word of the new service soon spread, the congregation grew and others showed an 

interest in joining the team.  One man in particular was Revd Joel Holm who worked 

for an American agency, Food for the Hungry. Little by little we were not only gaining 

new members but also learning new skills and it is this dynamic of young people, 

from different horizons, that made a difference.  Each one brought their skills and our 

service moved forward, we felt like mercenaries of peace. 

We never like to miss a challenge. Our official languages are French and Swahili and 

very few people speak English. Therefore, depending on the number of overseas 

visitors who attend our congregation numbers fluctuate but God has always found a 



way to keep His service going. As some visitors return home others take their place 

and we remain united with them in Christ. 

The service has taught me many things and one I cherish and long to share with you 

is that we are all one people, no matter where we come from or the colour of our skin 

and we worship one God.  Maybe one day He will lead you to join us at 7.30am one 

Sunday. 

Bienvenu Rzizibuka 


