
 

 

Sharing the same manager 

Jane & Dai Alun Jones are interviewed by Lyn Dafis as they prepare to go to France to 
support Wales in the UEFA Championship 

Jane Jones is someone who is a real part of 
her local community. She was born and bred 
in Bow Street near Aberystwyth and still 
farms in the area.  

St. John's Church, Penrhyncoch, has been 
her family’s and her own spiritual home for 
all of her life. Today she is warden of this 
warm and welcoming congregation, and a 
familiar face to regular and occasional 
worshippers there. 

 

But in June Jane will miss a Sunday or two because she is planning to fly to France to 
support the Welsh national football team as they play in the 2016 UEFA European 
Championship. Wales will play their first match against Slovakia in Bordeaux on 11 June 
and Jane will be there. 

“I’m a woman who likes being at home,” explains Jane, “and given that this will be only the 
second time ever that I've flown in my life, I feel excited and a bit nervous. But I have to be 
there for the game and as company for Dai.” 

Dai, or Dai Alun Jones, is Jane’s husband, and a vice president of the Football Association 
of Wales. For him the fact that Wales is playing in the finals of an international competition 
is a dream come true. “I've been involved in football throughout my life — as a player and 
an administrator — and I've seen Wales come close to qualifying more than once over the 
years, so to be part of this is a special thing for me.” 

Like Jane, Dai is also active in his local church. He is an elder and the secretary of Capel y 
Morfa Presbyterian Church of Wales, Aberystwyth. “I find it very strange, as Jane does, 
not to be in chapel or church on Sundays because serving God through his church is a 
central part of how I live my life as a Christian. I must admit that it was not always so, but 
after a personal loss I came to realise just how important my faith was for me.” 

“I do not know what I would do without St. John's Church either,” added Jane. “Even 
though it's not easy to put into words how much it means to me to be a part of the life of 
the church here, I know that if I did not worship and share with others in church on Sunday 
then I would find the rest of the week to be a difficult one. I would love it if others were able 
to experience the same as I do and that is my prayer.” 

Although they are looking forward very much to the trip to France, and hope that the Welsh 
team will see success, both of them also want to be back in Wales to be part of the team in 
their local churches as soon as possible. Dai’s response when asked whether the two of 
them have considered ‘playing’ for the same church team was telling: “I'm not ready for 
transfer yet, and I do not believe that Jane is either. But I know that we are playing the 
same game anyway, and we share the same Manager!” 


