
A duty of care 
 
Clive de Salis, a Reader, responds to the article ‘Dare to be different’ on page 2 of 
the June 2016 edition of Pobl Dewi. Here he considers divorce and our Christian 
response to those involved 
 
My brothers, all of them, have been divorced. Two of them have been divorced 
twice. Anne and I are the only couple to have been married for 35 years.  
 
I say I ‘had’ four brothers because my youngest brother went out in daylight hours 
in Libya (where he worked on a project for steam turbines) to celebrate New Year’s 
Day 2014 and stayed slightly too long on the beach and was caught by an Arabic 
gang, made to kneel in the sand and shot through the head.  
 
We, as a family, have known and experienced divorce. Divorce isn't entirely a 
choice but can be a series of life events that cause the breakdown of relationships. 
  
When divorce happens Christians care about the people involved, both of them 
and all of them, and our focus is entirely on them as people. That is true not just 
about the people in my own family but for everyone around us.  
 

We therefore follow the example of Jesus Christ. 
Jesus who was asked by the Pharisees if it was lawful 
for a man to divorce a woman for “any and every 
reason” (Matthew 19 verse 3 onwards). Jesus 
answered their question by telling them about 
marriage and thus leaving the Pharisees nowhere to 
go: “Have you not read?” He said God created them 
male and female. He said that a man leaves his 
mother and father (thereby saying marriage is not 
about patriarchy) and becomes one with his wife. 
What therefore God has joined together let nobody 
separate. 

  
This left the Pharisees the only place to go being to ask why Moses allowed 
divorce. Jesus showed us that God allows divorce but it is not ideal and Jesus' 
real focus is actually caring about the people and not about creating some false 
doctrine.  
 
Please notice that it is the Pharisees that are being consistently legalistic in their 
question, not Jesus Christ. Although he answered the Pharisees legalistic 
question, the focus Jesus had is one of caring about the people. We, as 
Christians, should follow that example as Christians and care about those 
involved in the divorce, not just the parents but the children who are real victims 
as well.  
  
St Paul in Romans told us that every time he tried to do the right thing he always 
ended up doing the wrong thing. That means that we are all sinners. Like St Paul 
we do not celebrate ourselves, we only do what Jesus tells us to. Therefore the 



Church does actually accept divorced people because we care about the people, 
all of them. 
  
It is the same with marriage. Jesus in the gospels shows us what marriage is and 
hence the Church refers to marriage as “Our Lord's command” and so although 
the Church should focus on marriage between a man and woman as Jesus did 
we must always remember, and definitely continuously act upon, Jesus' care for 
the people involved. 
 

 
  
In John Chapter 8 a woman is caught in adultery. First Jesus says “Let him who 
is without sin throw the first stone”, but no one did. Like those in the crowd, we 
are in no position to throw stones.  
 
Have you ever noticed that one by one the crowd disappears (verse 9)? By the 
time Jesus speaks to the woman, Jesus is speaking to her personally. So Jesus 
is not celebrating her life by enforcing some false doctrine, or even blessing her, 
but he really is caring for her by speaking to her directly and speaking the truth. A 
truth she may or may not want to hear.  
 
For the woman at the well (John chapter 4) Jesus speaks to the woman privately 
and tells her the truth about her life. The action that follows tells us that it is 
exactly what she needed to hear and at last somebody has had the courage to 
speak the truth. 


