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Now is the time for action!
Following Bishop Wyn’s diocesan-wide consultations during Lent 2011 and the recent Harries
Review into the Church in Wales, a comprehensive strategy for combating the continuing decline in
church attendance in St Davids Diocese has been circulated to parishes. Diocesan Communications
Officer David Hammond-Williams summarises the draft document’s recommendations
HE authors stress that it
is a discussion document
designed to formulate
a grass-roots-led move from
retrenchment to renewal. So now
is the time to have your say, as
feedback from parishes will have a
significant part to play in all future
plans for the diocese.
The strategy concentrates on
four areas:

present deaneries and benefices
into Mission Partnerships, covering natural geographical areas,
each with a stipendiary priest as
mission leader.
Changes to the way ministry
share is calculated, together with a
new Strategy for Growth Fund, aim
to encourage and enable churches
to realise their ambitions and help
them grow.

A. Restructuring the Diocese
The idea is to re-organise the

B. Re-imagining Ministry
The strategy envisages replac-

T

“Bydded i bopeth byw foliannu’r
Arglwydd”
On a sunny Sunday morning in July, pets of all shapes and
sizes were welcomed to a special service at St Cynllo’s Church,
Llangynllo. Beth Davies writes that the occasion was a great
success
RAF iawn oedd cael cynnal
cwrdd arbennig yn eglwys
S. Cynllo, Llangynllo ddydd Sul,
1 Gorffennaf yn yr haul tesog.
Braf hefyd oedd cael bod yn
bresennol yn y gwasanaeth
anifeiliaid anwes arbennig a

gynhaliwyd. Roedd yr aelodau
wedi gweithio’n galed yn paratoi ar gyfer y gwasanaeth gan
godi pabell ar gyfer yr allor ac
hefyd i’r gynulleidfa rhag ofn
iddi fwrw glaw. Daeth yr aelodau
ffyddlon o’r gwasanaeth, aelodau

o ysgol Sul capel Coed-y-bryn,
ynghyd ac anifeiliaid gan cynnwys
ceffyl a chŵn o bob math.
Thema’r gwasanaeth oedd S.
Ffransis nawddsant yr anifeiliaid, ac er mai ar 4 Hydref y cofir
amdano yr oedd yn bwrpasol iawn
ar gyfer y diwrnod hwn a chafwyd
emynau a darlleniadau Beiblaidd
pwrpasol iawn gyda’r aelodau yn
cymryd rhan a’r plant yn canu’n
swynol. Roedd yr adar hefyd yn
ymuno yn y canu ond bu pawb yn
dawel iawn yn ystod y bregeth.
I orffen diwrnod hyfryd
iawn cafwyd lluniaeth i
bawb yn cynnwys moron i’r
ceffyl a bisgedi i’r cŵn!
Diolch i bawb a weithiodd mor galed yn paratoi ac i
bawb a ddaeth i gefnogi gan
obeithio y cawn ragor o wasanaethau tebyg yn y dyfodol agos.

clergy, retired clergy, readers or
authorised lay people.
• Missionary Communities will
remove the distinction between
church ministers and members,
giving everyone the chance
to participate in ministry and
mission. Priests will become
enablers rather than deliverers.
C. Revitalising the churches
Churches are not just about buildings; they are also about the people
– and what they do – inside them.

•

•

Prayer is fundamental to the
Christian experience. Through
prayer, we can offer ourselves
as the rocks upon which God
will build his Church.
Training – a comprehensive
programme will be needed
to make the changes being
proposed effective. Substantial
resources will be earmarked for
providing both clergy and laity

continued on page 4

St Ismael’s trip
to Cardiff
O

N 9th August, Camrose Parish
Church went on a day trip to
Cardiff. We went to St Fagans
Museum and to the Cardiff International swimming pool. There were
twelve young people and a total
of 28. We had a fantastic day and
we all really enjoyed ourselves.
We saw lots of interesting build-

ings but everyone’s favourite was
the church. The paintings were
very moving especially the one of
Jesus on the cross, they showed
very clearly the story of Jesus’
life. On the way home we went to
McArthurGlen in Sarn for some
supper. We all had a brilliant day
out and we hope to do it again soon.

– Elen Roach and Charlotte Lawrence, age 12,
from ‘Cool Camrose Kids’ (our youth group)

Coming to
your
TV screen

A year in the life of
Alex Grace as she journeys
from ordination training to
her first curacy in Tenby.
BBC Wales this Autumn
Full story page 2
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ing the old ‘shepherd/flock’ model
with a three-pronged approach in
each Mission Partnership:
• Mission Leaders – stipendiary
priests responsible for overseeing and co-ordinating the life
and mission of the Partnership;
• Focal Ministers – every church
will have one, a central figure
in the worship and community
life of the church and the leader
of its outreach and mission.
These could be self-supporting

Am ddim Free
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A year in the life of . . .
Ever wondered how priests are trained to serve in today’s communities? There’s a
lot more to it than studying the Bible and learning how to compose sermons, as a
television crew discovered when they spent a year following ordinands from St Davids
diocese, and across Wales, as they trained for ministry at St Michael’s College, Cardiff.
The four-part documentary will be shown on BBC Wales in the Autumn – dates and
title were yet to be decided at the time of going to print – and one of the key people
profiled was Alex Grace who at the time was a final year student at the college and is
now assistant curate in Tenby. Here she writes about her experience and explains why
she agreed to take part . . .
uST BE yOuRSELF! – These
were the pearls of wisdom
with which I was blessed when
I was asked to take part in a ‘flyon-the-wall’ documentary about
St Michael’s College last August.
Being myself, however, had never
seemed quite so complicated, or
so hard to achieve. Having been
myself pretty much since birth,
I was now completely unable to
imagine how it happens, how
I do it. How do I stand, speak,
look? Which facial expressions
do I use? How do I appear ‘natural’ on camera, when suddenly my
‘natural’ expression seems to have
something of the ‘rabbit in the
headlights’ about it, and my brain
seems to have gone into standby
mode. Is this picture of an ordinand

J

really going to woo the general
viewing public with a refreshing
new view of church leadership
and so the church itself? Or will

it simply reinforce the hapless,
hopeless, general-bumbling-idiocy
stereotype of the cleric, so beloved
in soap-opera land?

Interesting, challenging, relevant

a number of bullish interlocutors.
The discussion continued in the bar
and some of his more notable statements became catch phrases for
some of us.
Claire Gilbert-Foster’s gentle
but penetrating reflections were
delivered in as different a manner
from Robin as is imaginable; they
were frequently eclectic, but inevitably provided us with something
to take away and revisit.
The worship was as varied as
one might expect, verging on the
experimental at times, but the singing was always strong and spirited.
Perhaps the most striking
aspect of the conference was the
good-humoured fellowship. Old
friends renewed, new friends
made. Getting to know colleagues
better; shared interests, passions
and dislikes of which you had no
inkling.
It takes a great deal of time and
effort to convene a conference of
this scale and credit must be paid to
those who organised this summer’s
school. The facilities were excellent as was the food, and many
took full advantage of their free
time to go exploring off-site.
As I reflect on the conference and its impact I wonder
what, if anything, Saint David’s
diocese, and each of us in particular, can contribute to a future
which treasures and sustains the
gift which our Father has given
us. How, in a society and culture
which is conspicuous in its greed
and consumption, we might truly
follow Christ in simplicity and
frugality of life.

It was a pleasant, warm and sunny day as the clergy of
St Davids diocese descended upon the Caerleon Campus
of the University of Wales for the annual Clergy Summer
School. As they arrived, people were a little travel-worn
but in good spirits. Stephen Edwards reports

T

HE topic for this conference
was In Earth as in Heaven:
Believing in Creator, Nuturing Creation. A timely topic, no
doubt, but one which demanded
we think beyond the immediate,
and very pressing, issues facing
not only our churches and diocese
but the Church in Wales and western Christianity more generally.
Over the next few days we were
to be confronted by the challenges
facing our species and, frankly, our
planet.
The reputation of the keynote
speakers promised to make it not
only an interesting but a demanding conference. Clergy, even very
junior ones like me, quickly get

into the habit of mentally never
leaving the parish. Time away
inevitably means less time to do
the preparation required, less time
to fit in those visits, and the certain
knowledge that it will be piled up
awaiting your return. So one tends
to measure a conference by its relevance, and how absorbing it is.
Robin Morrison’s talks on the
dynamic between science and religion left some shaking their heads
at the apparent ease with which
he handled the often complex
material. Happily there was still
considerable, and at times vociferous, debate. To his credit he
entered into the spirit of things,
standing his ground in the face of

As much as I feared the latter,
I earnestly hoped for the former
when I agreed to be filmed, along
with my fellow ordinands, for the
series. And, much to my surprise,
‘being myself’ began to come
back to me: I started to relax in
the presence of the camera and
the company of the interviewer,
as together we explored and reassessed my place in college, in the
wider community, and in God’s
church.
The cameras were there on
the first day of my last year at St
Michael’s, and my last day there
too; they were with me when I
received my letter from Bishop
Wyn, telling me that he would
like me to serve my curacy in
Tenby, and when I told my daughters, later that day, about where
our new home would be; they
were there with me on the day of
my ordination, and finally they
were there when I preached in my
new parish and then as I baptised
two babies. In a place of formation and huge personal change,
those cameras followed some of
my most formative and precious
moments, and I look forward
– albeit with some degree of trepidation – to seeing the results of
those hours of filming. I hope that

it was worth it, that I really was
able to ‘be myself’, and most of
all I hope that in some way, somehow, it is to God’s glory.
The film was made by an independent company, Presentable. The
series producer, Ian Durham, said,
“We wanted to explore and understand the changes and challenges
facing the Church in Wales through
the eyes of the St Michael’s Ordinands who are its future.
“Through their individual and
shared journeys we hope that the
programmes will reveal not only
the human face of the Church in
Wales, but also show the Church
as an institution to be an accessible
and relevant entity with a – sometimes unexpected – core role in
contemporary Welsh life.
“The overall hope is to move
away from still commonly held
public perceptions that opening
fetes, drinking tea and eating cake
are the primary roles for which
those who are called to Ministry
should be trained. Instead, we aim
to truly reflect the varied, complex
and impactful roles the ordinands,
chaplains and clergy have to play in
day-to-day Welsh life and culture,
at a time when the Church in
Wales itself is undergoing dramatic
changes and challenges.”

What next?
The future will be looming large at this year’s Diocesan
Conference. Not surprisingly, the diocesan strategy is the
main feature with both Bishop Wyn and Venerable Bob
Jackson – formerly Archdeacon of Walsall and advisor for
the strategy – providing their takes on the recommendations
HEN, group sessions will try to put some flesh on the bones,
leading to a vote on the motion “that this conference welcomes
the diocesan strategy initiative, supports its adoption and encourages its implementation.”
In the afternoon, the new Children and youth team will highlight one of the strategy’s biggest concerns: Where are the children?
Their report bearing that very title provides some answers and
some ideas for growth – why youth work works, for example, or
the advantages of all-age worship. And the concluding “interactive”
worship may just give us a glimpse.

T
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Unsung
heroes

Appointments

K

Revd Lynn Chambers,
NS Priest in Charge of Brechfa
& Llanfihangel Rhos y Corn,
to serve also as Area Dean of
Llandeilo Deanery,
31 July 2012

Revd John Powell
appointed part-time Interim
Minister in the Maenordeifi
Group

EITH JONES (a Reader in
Llanbadarn Fawr Deanery)
and his wife, Ann, won unsung
Heroes awards at the Welsh Premier
League Dinner held on 9th June at
the Marine Hotel, Aberystwyth.
Keith has been Chaplain to
Aberystwyth Town Football Club
for approximately five years, and,
as an ex-referee, has been assessing visiting referees’ performances
since long before the Welsh
Premier League was established 20
years ago. Ann has been at the club

© Keith Griffiths, Llanelli AFC Club Photographer

just as long, as a loyal member of
the Matchday Committee. She also
runs the club’s Hospitality where

her tea and cakes are known and
loved throughout the land

Recordbreaker

Revd Ian Aveson,
Vicar of Llandingat w Myddfai,
to serve also as Area Dean of
the new Deanery of Llandovery,
17 July 2012
Dr Emma Whittick
appointed Deanery Evangelist
to the Deanery of Llanbadarn
Fawr, 19 July 2012

Revd Ann Howells has
responded to the question
‘Is this a record?’ (Pobl
Dewi, June 2012). Lynn
Chapman, pictured with Ann,
is now in his 47th year as
Church Warden at St Mark’s,
Cwmcoch, Llandybïe, having
first been appointed in 1966.
He was also Treasurer from
1966 to 2012, and the parish
would like to convey its
thanks for his hard work in
that role over 46 years
Photo courtesy Brian Hopkins

Blessed bread
M

Ven Alun W Evans,
Priest in Charge of Llanarthne
& Llanddarog, installed as
Canon, occupying the Stall of
Trefloden, 12 July 2012
Revd E Margaret Le Grice
appointed Priest in Charge of
The Bro Ystwyth & Mynach
Group, 15 September 2012

ARGARET RIZZA has just composed four anthems for singing
during communion services. Blessed Bread, published by the Royal
School of Church Music (RSCM), is a collection consisting of two simple
anthems and two chants, all of which can be performed with keyboard and
instrumental accompaniment.
Available from RSCM Music Direct: Price £3.50 (£2.63 RSCM affiliates); RSCM order number A2336.
Telephone 0845 021 7726
musicdirect@rscm.com
www.rscm.com/shop

Sorry!
You may have noticed that our diocesan website is looking
a little out of date. That is because we are having problems
connecting to the servers at provincial level. It means we
are unable to add new content to almost every section. Our
technical wizards are beavering away, night and day, to
resolve the problem and normal service will be resumed as
soon as possible. Please bear with us.

Revd Robert (Robb)
Wainwright
appointed Team Vicar,
Rectorial Benefice of Tenby,
28 August 2012

Revd Dr John K Plessis
appointed Priest in Charge
of the Grouped Benefice
of Llangennech & Hendy &
Llwynhendy, 5 September 2012

Promote your forthcoming events
in Pobl Dewi
Contact
editorpd@churchinwales.org.uk

Disclaimer
Pobl Dewi and the
diocese of St Davids
take no responsibility,
liability or share the
views or opinions of
any articles contained
therein. All information
is the responsibility
of the person or
organisation submitting
the article. Pobl Dewi
take no responsibility
for any errors or
omissions.
Diocesan Ofﬁce
Abergwili
Carmarthen
SA31 2JG
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Dechrau doethineb
The beginning of wisdom
Lyn Léwis Dafis spoke to Cynan Llwyd about his work as a lay pastoral assistant
at Eglwys y Santes Fair Church, Aberystwyth, and especially his work among the
students who live and study in the town
weithgareddau yn Eglwys y
Santes Fair yn y lle cyntaf a sut
wyt ti’n eu denu nhw i ymuno
yn y gweithgareddau hynny?

Lyn: Ar ddechrau tymor
newydd mewn ysgol a
choleg byddai’n ddiddorol
iti ddweud ychydig am yr y
gwaith yr wyt ti wedi bod yn
ei wneud ymhlith myfyrwyr.
Cynan: Bûm yn gweithio fel
cynorthwyydd bugeiliol yn yr
eglwys ers blwyddyn, ac fel
rhan o›r swydd honno byddaf yn
treulio amser yn gweithio ymysg
myfyrwyr y dref. Rhan o genhadaeth a gweledigaeth Eglwys y
Santes Fair yw cyrraedd myfyrwyr Cymraeg y dref – a›r rhai
hynny sy’n dysgu›r iaith – gyda
neges yr efengyl a cheisio’u cael
i addoli gyda ni. Trwy ras Duw,
rydym wedi gweld rhyw bum ar
hugain ohonynt yn dod atom yn
ystod y flwyddyn a aeth heibio.
Lyn: Sut wyt ti’n mynd ati i
ddweud wrth y myfyrwyr am

Cynan Llwyd, cynorthwyydd
bugeiliol yn Eglwys y Santes
Fair, Aberystwyth

continued from page 1
with the skills needed to implement the strategy.
• Buildings – whilst there is no
‘Beeching Plan’, congregations
are urged to identify buildings
in their care that are no longer
viable financially or which do
not encourage evangelistic
growth. Could they be adapted
or replaced to make our buildings more fit for purpose?
D. Rejuvenating the people
The decline in the number of
families and young people attending church is among the review’s
sternest criticisms. So this will be
a priority for the Mission Partnerships. The new Growth Fund will
be available to help finance events
and specialist ministers.
• Events & Appointments – the
newly-expanded Children and
youth Team has already made
progress. They have introduced
events better suited to younger
generations and, while this has
led to growth in some places,
more such projects are needed.
• Service Styles – non-Eucharistic services attract large
numbers of families at Christmas, but Communion services
do not. So we need a broader
mix of service styles to attract
new people, introducing them
to Eucharistic depth and grace
later.
• Church Schools will be at
the heart of our new life and
growth and could double as
worship venues for both weekday and Sunday services.
Developing closer links with

Esgobaeth Tyddewi
Strategaeth ar gyfer Tyfu

Cynan: Ffair y Glas, ar ddechrau
y flwyddyn a roddodd y cyfle
cyntaf i mi feithrin perthynas â’r
myfyrwyr. Roeddwn i yno yn
cynrychioli’r eglwys gan ddosbarthu taflenni gwybodaeth am
yr eglwys ac achub ar y cyfle
i gofnodi enwau a manylion
cyswllt unigolion oedd yn
dangos diddordeb, hyd yn oed y
diddordeb lleiaf. yn dilyn hynny,
cawsom de croeso ym mis Hydref
yn benodol ar gyfer y myfyrwyr
gyda gwasanaeth anffurfiol yn
ei ddilyn. Daeth yn glir yn fuan
iawn mai abwyd effeithiol iawn i
gael myfyrwyr i addoli gyda chwi
yw bwyd blasus! Roedd hon yn
wers bwysig iawn i’w dysgu!

So what happens next? This is the
timeline:

Summer 2012 – Advent 2013
1. The numbers game we need to
know which of our clergy are planning to retire, and which not.
2. Brainstorming buildings – do
we need all the ones we have? If
not, which do we need to keep,
which could be re-ordered and
which can we do without?
3. (June 2013) Clergy School
will review the story so far and
refine the strategy based on feedback from the parishes.
4. (October 2013) Diocesan Conference will debate the findings,
leading to a definitive five-year plan
to be implemented up to 2018.
The full Strategy for growth can
be seen on the diocesan website:
www.stdavidsdiocese.org.uk

ei le wrth gwrs! Rwy’n mynychu
cyfarfodydd yr undeb Cristnogol Cymraeg yn wythnosol gan
gynnig cymorth pan fo angen,
boed hynny’n helpu gyda’r paneidiau o de neu’n annerch y grŵp.

Cynan: Cawsom gyngerdd
carolau i’w gofio yn yr eglwys
yng nghwmni Côr Neuadd
Breswyl Pantycelyn, Côr yr Adran
Gymraeg, a Côr Meibion Cantre’r
Gwaelod, yn ogystal â beirdd
lleol yn darllen cerddi arbennig
ar gyfer y noson. Cafwyd anerchiad hefyd gan y Parchedig
Ganon Stuart Bell. Roedd oddeutu
80 o fyfyrwyr yn bresennol, heb
sôn am weddill y gynulleidfa.
unwaith eto, roedd arlwy blasus
wedi’i baratoi yn dilyn y cyngerdd, a dwi’n siŵr bod y ffaith
honno, yn ogystal â’r wledd gerddorol wedi denu’r myfyrwyr yno!

Lyn: A beth am y dyfodol
a’r flwyddyn nesaf yn benodol, oes ‘na weithgaredd
newydd ar y gweill?

Lyn: Pa fath o bethau eraill
mwy arferol yr wyt ti’n ei
wneud fel rhan o’th weinidogaeth ymhlith y myfyrwyr?
Cynan: yn ogystal â’r digwyddiadau hyn rwy’n ymweld â
myfyrwyr yr eglwys yn wythnosol er mwyn nid yn unig astudio’r
Beibl ond hefyd llyfrau Cristnogol, ac er mwyn rhoi’r byd yn

Cynan: Fel eglwys, rydym wrth
ein boddau yn gweld cymaint o
fyfyrwyr yn addoli gyda ni, ond
ein gweddi yw y bydd Duw yn
arwain mwy atom, a’i fod, trwy’r
ysbryd Glân yn dangos i ni fel
eglwys, sut i fod yn fwy effeithiol
drwy estyn allan at y myfyrwyr
a’u gwasanaethu. Rydym am
ddechrau cynnal dau wasanaeth anffurfiol y mis dan yr enw
‘Grym Mawl’ yn ogystal â chynnal astudiaeth a thrafodaeth (a
rhagor o fwyd!) i’r myfyrwyr bob
bythefnos gan barhau i ymweld
â’r myfyrwyr a chefnogi gwaith
yr undeb Cristnogol. Rhaid
manteisio ar bob cyfle i rannu’r
newyddion da gyda’r myfyrwyr: dros dro maen nhw yma yn
Aberystwyth ac ni allwn orffwys
ar ein rhwyfau fel Cristnogion.

North Ceredigion: Saturday, 9th June
The day the floods came in a flash and were gone almost as quickly.
Peter Jones considers the response of church and community

M

schools is a major way in which
to re-connect with the younger
generations.

Lyn: Mae’n siŵr fod mwy
na dim ond bwyd yn denu
pobl i’r eglwys! Pa fath o
weithgareddau arbennig
eraill yr wyt ti wedi eu trefnu
gyda chymorth yr aelodau?

ANy people look back
and wonder how everyone
escaped without a single loss of life
due to the enormous early morning
surge of water that came down the
valley into Tal-y-bont, and beyond
to Dol-y-bont, when everyone was
asleep.
It was a day of contrasts. Due
to the high rainfall on the Friday
and early Saturday morning, a
wedding was cancelled in Tal-ybont because no one could get to
the chapel. However, in Llandre, a
happy couple were married in the
afternoon and emerged from the
church into glorious sunshine. It
was a slightly surreal service knowing that, less than a mile away,
caravans and homes had been
washed through and pummelled by
the enormous force of water, which
was still running over the banks
of rivers, and the roads remained
closed between Aberystwyth,
Borth and Tal-y-bont.
In Tal-y-bont, a family who
attend St David’s Church was badly
hit. It came so quickly that, at one
point, a choice had to be made
whether to save their daughter’s
artwork or the family laptop – the
artwork won! The same family,
when they returned later that day
were truly shocked. They expected
to find everything wet and muddy,
but they didn’t expect the downstairs rooms to look like they had
been inside a washing machine with

a 4-5 foot tide mark throughout.
Others have seen their lovely
cottages in beautiful settings transformed into housing that is now
classified as a flood risk, with all the
attendant issues of insurance costs
and lower property values.
The response of the local
villages was extraordinary. The
pub, although partly flooded, was
a centre for enormous support. In
the next few weeks local organisations worked together to raise
funds for those affected, with over
£100,000 having been received.
Weekly meetings continue to
provide essential mutual support to
help with the average 8-month wait
before many of the houses will be
habitable again.
What of St David’s Church,

Tal-y-bont? We have been left with
a certain sense of inadequacy. With
no water and toilets, and being at
the opposite end of the village, the
elderly congregation have prayed,
put one couple up for a few days
and helped with fundraising.
However, it has been a sobering
realisation that if the church is not
at the very heart of a community,
both physically and spiritually,
then the world just gets on without
us. We are seen as irrelevant – but
that is not how God views his small
band of faithful, for He “is able to
do far more abundantly than all that
we ask or think.” May we continue
to look to Him for opportunities to
be relevant and faithfully continue
to place ourselves at the heart of
our communities.
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Talented giving
One of the best-known parables is being used to raise funds for the upkeep of a small
parish church in Pembrokeshire. Elizabeth Thomas reports

I

N Ludchurch, near Narberth,
members of the congregation are
using Christ’s message in the Parable of the Talents, which appears
in both the Gospels of St Matthew
(Chapter 25) and St Luke (Chapter 14), to help raise money for
the upkeep of the beautiful little
church of St Elidyr.
On Easter Sunday, each
member of the congregation was
invited to pledge £10 and to use his

or her individual talents to devise
ways of increasing this sum which
would then be donated to church
funds.
One of the members, Elfrida
Jones, used her money to buy 100
pelargonium plug plants. Then,
using her well-known gardening
talent, she potted and grew them
on – finally selling them to friends,
and at various summer events, to
raise a total of £150.

Other parishioners are, for
example, making and selling greetings and prayer cards and making
cakes.
Churchwarden Eve Cornthwaite said, “Not only is this a way
of raising funds but, supported by
a sermon at the beginning of the
event, it will also help us all to
consider the teachings of this parable and how we can best use our
own God-given talents.”

Elfrida Jones makes another sale at the parish’s Mad Hatter’s
Tea Party

Learning from the past
Following a re-interment service, John Powell ponders the significance of the effect
of the past on the present

O

N a warm summer’s day in
August we gathered at St
Michael’s Church, Eglwys Wen,
to re-inter the human remains of
parishioners buried beneath the
floor of the present church. This
was due to the church being sold
some years ago and the owner
having to undergo an archaeological dig by West Wales Archaeology
in 2004. A large quantity of human
bones was found. These were
analysed along with a quantity of
pottery and other findings. The
results show a church occupying
the site in medieval times which
dates the human remains from
then. It is believed that a church

has stood on this site since at least
1291. There is also evidence of
a large enclosure ditch in fields
around the churchyard.
These remains, occupying 16
boxes, were returned to hallowed
ground with a plaque erected to
commemorate them, and those
present pondered the significance
of the moment.
The main point is that these
were the remains of Christians who
had lived and died faithful to their
calling and their Lord in all the
circumstances of life. Some were
young, some old, some healthy,
some suffering from arthritis and
other ailments. We gave thanks for

their witness and their testimony
to a life beyond the grave. We also
acknowledged their encouragement to us to continue that witness
into the generations to come
because we have a living Lord. We
paid them respect and honoured
them in the Communion of Saints.
We were reminded that when a
church closes, the churchyard is
still the responsibility of another
church. This adds to the work and
responsibility of that church when
there are already many pressures
on the members. We wondered
how many more churches would
close? It also highlighted that even
when closed there are people who

An ancient heritage
Leigh Richardson explains plans to bring the Black Book of Carmarthen to life

I

N the middle of the 13th century,
a Welsh speaking scribe – almost
certainly in holy orders – laboriously hand-copied a series of
poems written in Welsh. His work
represents the earliest surviving corpus of Welsh vernacular
poetry and is a collection of the
highest importance. The poems
fall into various categories: some
have religious themes, others
are odes of praise and mourning,

while the most remarkable are
those relating to the heroes of early
medieval Britain, especially the
poems connected with the legend
of Arthur and Myrddin.
The manuscripts were bound to
form the Black Book of Carmarthen,
so-named because of its association
with Carmarthen Priory where it is
likely that the manuscripts were
produced. The priory is long gone,
barring vestiges of its gatehouse

and enclosure wall, but has left to
posterity both the Black Book and
its dependent church of St Peter.
The book is currently held
at the National Library, but was
first recorded in the possession of Sir John Price of Brecon,
it having been retrieved by the
treasurer of St David’s Cathedral from Carmarthen Priory at its
dissolution.
Working with Somerset architects Caroe and Partners, our plan
is to bring the Black Book to life
as a state of the art, multi-layered,
digital display in the south aisle
as well as creating areas for exhibitions, a small shop and cafe and
some much needed toilets. The
spin off from this is that it would
create income, as well as jobs for
the community and a much needed
modern worship space in the
south aisle, keeping the traditional
box-pewed vista of the nave and
chancel.
St Peter’s already houses the
important tomb of Sir Rhys ap
Thomas who was moved from
Carmarthen Friary at its dissolution

have connections with that church
and who expect us to help. Even in
death there is new life and opportunity to witness. We reflected on
the interactive web of relationships
that exists in rural communities

and how roots go deep. The fact
that this church was once called
St Meugan reminds us of its Celtic
roots and our mission to the people
of Wales in this generation.

in 1538 and who was instrumental in Henry Tudor’s victory at
Bosworth, and so, together with
The Black Book and St Peter’s
connection with Bishop Farrar, we
would be able to tell the significant
story of the early religious history
of Carmarthen, through interpretive and interactive display.
While we want to re-engage
with our community by reminding them of their 900 year heritage,
we’re also mindful that we’re

primarily a worshipping community, not a museum. We want to
open the doors for people to enjoy
their history, but also show them
that we are alive and current with
the vital and life-changing story of
the gospel to tell.
An appeal will be launched in
October and if anyone would like
to help or contribute please call:
01267 237117; 07970 723907 or
e-mail landcat10a@aol.com

Beware © infringement
Christians are being warned to take care over the images
they upload to their websites
Ownership information encoded in digital photos allows
owners to track where their images are being used and
control copyright infringement. Web masters may upload
images to their sites unaware of the legalities of copyright
or because the images were found without proper labelling
on other websites, including websites claiming to stock
only royalty-free images. And when it comes to chasing
down infringers, size does not matter. Letters have been
sent to web masters for the illegal use of images as small
as a thumbnail.
More information at www.churchandmedia.net
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Farm Crisis Network

Plough Sunday

Patricia Rogers, from Letterston in Pembrokeshire, discovers
how little she knows about farming and determines to help out in
whatever way she can

In the autumn of 2009, following discussions on ways to bring
church and community closer together, members of St Peter’s,
Little Newcastle, decided to resurrect the ancient service of
Plough Sunday. This decision was postponed by two successive,
unusually harsh winters, but thankfully went ahead on Sunday 8
January 2012, writes Jeremy Martineau

W

E walked to the top of the
hill overlooking the beautiful, rolling green hills and valleys
and thanked God for bringing us to
this peaceful place. We commented
on the tranquillity to a local farmer
out checking his fields and he told
us there is a ‘thin sky here – heaven
is really close to earth.’ We were
then challenged at church to attend
a Farm Crisis Network (FCN)
Fundraising Rally. There was nothing to indicate that local farmers
were experiencing critically hard
times – how little we knew!
Immediately after this a friend
was open and honest about the
trials and difficulties that can
be faced at any time in farming,
asking for prayer as the family
made important decisions. Shortly
afterwards, in one of those amazing
God-incidences, I met and grew to
really like and trust the FCN Coordinator for West Wales. I realised
FCN was in need of more volunteers to carry out this vital work.
I knew very little about farming
but could see that farmers could
become isolated and burdened by
successive hardships. I became
aware of the very long days as the
same tractors that were running
at sun-up were still going long
into the night because this was a
dry day and they have been few
and far between this year. Help
is always welcome when moving
cattle around and I saw that what

T

was a jaunt for me was the daily
task of checking much-loved and
cared-for animals. I began to realise the heart break that Bovine TB
can cause, the pressure of yet more
testing to be undergone.
I have discovered the tip of the
iceberg but it’s enough to know
that I want to do something that
will make a difference. I don’t
want any farmer or smallholder
to suffer without there being a
lifeline for them. This urge led
me to become an FCN volunteer. The team I belong to is small
and dedicated and a blessing to
anyone who finds themselves in
need of a listening ear and practical support. Belonging to FCN has
sharpened my prayer life, focused
my eyes as I walk in this beautiful
county, opened my ears to the news
items concerning agriculture and
softened my heart with a desire to
see farmers better supported. What
about you?
FCN national helpline:
0845 367 9990
Local Co-ordinator:
01646 600853

HE traditional Plough Sunday
Service was viewed as a
means of supporting a wider agricultural parish going through some
tough times. The worshippers at
St Peter’s see the blessing of the
farming community as a noble idea
in itself, as well as a means of the
church becoming more involved
in the local community. The
Harvest Service is probably the
best attended service with produce
going to support a local nursing
home, but it was thought that there
needed to be a focus on farming
families at the start of the new year;
hence blessing the ploughs was
deemed to be the best way forward.
The service was conducted
by Canon Roger Griffiths ably
supported by local farmer Peter
Reynish, who was responsible for
asking: “Reverend Sir, we ask you
to pray for God’s blessing on the
work of the farmers of our country,
of which the plough is a sign and
token.”
A vintage and a modern tractor, each with their plough, were
brought to the church gates for the
blessing. The refrain through the
blessing, from those gathered was
‘God speed the plough’ A member
of the congregation said it felt

‘We plough
the fields
and scatter’
unusual to be singing We Plough
the Fields and Scatter on such a
cold, frosty day, rather than the
warmer harvest time, but that it
was appropriate for the service.
Following the service, light
refreshments were served in the
Village Hall. Assessing both the
value and impact of the service, it
was decided it would become an
annual event, with plans to have a

hot soup lunch to follow the next
one, which will be Sunday 13 January 2013.
Thirty years ago there were
four farming families in the village
and neighbours would meet to
support one another and discuss
conditions. Now there is only one.
Mechanisation has made life somewhat easier but has also increased
the isolation of small farms
where manual, seasonal labour is
no longer provided by the local
community. St Peter’s has agreed
that Farm Crisis Network (FCN)
will attend the next service, raising the profile of this organisation
whose aim is the care and concern
of all who work in agriculture on
any scale.
For any other parish wishing
to venture out with such a service
resources can be found at www.
arthurrankcentre.org.uk

Further information
on FCN can be found at www.
farmcrisisnetwork.org.uk

Tir y Cardi a Groesawodd
Eryd Cymru a thu hwnt
This year’s All-Wales Ploughing Match saw farmers from far and wide
pitting their skills against each other, turning the Cardi’s earth and laying
hedges. And, as Eileen Davies reports from Llanon, the competition was
as fierce as ever

“I

E, er ein mwyn ni yr
ysgrifennwyd ef, oherwydd
dylai’r garddwr aredig, a’r dyrnwr
ddyrnu, mewn gobaith am gael
cyfran o’r cnwd” (1 Corinthiaid
9 10). Fe wnaeth Cymdeithas
Aredig Cymru yn 2012 droi tir
Morfa Mawr, Llanon, Ceredigion.
Cymdeithas yw hon a sefydlwyd
yn 1958 er mwyn annog pobl i
gadw’r grefft oesol o droi’r tir yn
gelfydd yn fyw, ac i annog crefft
hynaf dynol ryw i fedru darparu
bwyd i genedlaethau o bobl.
Arwyddair y gymdeithas yw
‘Crefft/Cwys/Cnwd’, ac
mae hynny yn dal yr un mor
wir heddiw â thros hanner can
mlynedd yn ôl. Mae aredig yn
grefft arbennig, sydd yn gofyn
am ymarfer cyson, dealltwriaeth rhwng dyn a’i gwys, i fedru
sicrhau cwys syth, o’r dyfnder

cywir, gan droi’r gwndwn wyneb
i waered, a throi’r hen trosodd, er
mwyn plannu hadau’r dyfodol.
Cyn dyddiau mecanyddiaeth,
ceffylau fyddai’n tynnu’r aradr,
un gwys gan amlaf, ond fel y
datblygodd y byd mecanyddol
a’r “horse-power” yn cynyddu,
erbyn heddiw mae erydr nôl a
mlaen gyda naw i ddeg cwys
yn troi cyfeiri di-ri’ mewn cyn
lleied o amser. Er hynny yr un
yw’r gofynion, er mwyn medru
elwa o’r cnwd gorau. Dywedodd
yr Iesu fod hynny yr un mor wir
yn ein bywydau ni fel Cristnogion.Mae angen i ni droi heibio’r
hen ffordd, ac edrych ymlaen
at ddyfodol newydd, gan annog
hadau ffydd i dyfu ynom. yr had
yw gair Duw, ac ni ddylem adael
i holl ofynion a gofalon y byd
hwn dagu ein gorwelion. Mae

Dameg yr Heuwr yn Efengyl Luc
yn crynhoi sut y dylem fyw yn ôl
y Gair, “Ond hwnnw yn y tir da,
dyna’r sawl sy’n clywed y gair â
chalon dda rinweddol, ac yn dal
eu gafael ynddo a dwyn ffrwyth
trwy ddyfalbarhad”. Boed i grefft
aredig ddal i fod yn sail i bob un
ohonom, i fyw yn ôl cwys syth, a
dyfnder cywir, i eraill fedru medi
yr hyn yr ydym yn hau. Diolch
am groeso arbennig y Cardis.

Old Boys who attended the Eucharist of Thanksgiving for St
John’s College, Ystrad Meurig, on Saturday, 7th July, with former
teacher Bishop Roy Davies who delivered the address.
Left to right: Michael Lewis, Fr Tim Pearce, Robert Llewellyn
Jones, Keith Jones, Roland Arch, Canon Roy Doxsey, Bill Cale,
Revd David Hathaway, Revd Alun Price, Paul How, Bishop Roy
Davies, Derek MacNeil, Canon Idris Thomas, Canon Geoffrey
Gwyther, Gerald James, Revd Bryon Jones

You can follow Pobl Dewi on

www.facebook.com/pobldewi

http://twitter.com/PoblDewi

www.stdavidsdiocese.org.uk
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Women Bishops:
For and Against
Both the Governing Body of the Church in Wales (GB) and the
General Synod of the Church of England (CofE) are currently
considering legislation to permit women to be ordained as
bishops. Ven Will Strange, Archdeacon of Cardigan, explains the
state of play and the issues surrounding the debate

I

N Wales, this question was
considered by GB in April 2008
and the legislation was narrowly
rejected. The reason was the same
one which is causing difficulty for
the CofE. A majority is in favour
and a minority is opposed. But
while the minority is too small in
itself to defeat the legislation, it has
a body of sympathisers who do not
want to see the minority excluded
from their own church, which they
would be if they were forced to
accept women bishops whom they
could not recognise as bishops.
So the key issue has become
that of provision. If the legislation
goes through, and the provision for
dissidents is as generous as they
need (for instance, their own bishops whom they can recognise as
validly consecrated), then women
bishops and those who support
them will feel that they have only
been made half-bishops, and that
unlike their male colleagues they
would have parts of their dioceses
where they do not exercise their
authority. But if the provision is
not generous enough (for instance
if it looks like a temporary fix
until dissidents die out), there is
a risk that the legislation will not
command wide enough assent to
get through.
The arguments in favour of
women as bishops are fairly clear.
In the secular world, women show
themselves to be as competent
as men in just about every field.
Parishes have become used to
women as priests and this is the logical next step. Denying the ministry
of bishop to ordained women looks
like outmoded prejudice and injustice. The contemporary world will
not take the church seriously if it is
out of step on this issue.

Arguments against women
bishops are more varied.
Those on the Catholic wing
of the Anglican Church have two
types of objection. Jesus’ choice
of male apostles, and the consistent limiting of priesthood and the
episcopate to men over two thousand years, indicates to some that
a male priesthood and episcopate is
God’s will for the church. Ordaining women as priests was a breach
of Catholic order, but was containable. But to consecrate women as
bishops will mean that there are
doubts not only about their own
orders but also about the validity of orders they confer on priests
and deacons. That is one objection.
Another is to question whether a
single province of the Anglican
Communion has the authority to
decide such a fundamental issue of
church order, without reference to
the wider church, including Rome
and the Orthodox.
Evangelicals who object to
women bishops do so because
the New Testament (NT) restricts
the ministry of oversight to men.
While women clearly had a wide
variety of ministry in the NT (and

Dedication of candle

O

N Thursday, 9th August, Mary Sumner Day, members of the Mothers’ union gathered in the cathedral to witness the Dean, Very Revd
Jonathan Lean, dedicate a Memorial Candle to stillborn and miscarried
babies. During the short, meaningful service, which was conducted by
Canon Dorrien Davies, families who had suffered were remembered and
the following prayer was said:
Holy and blessed God, we dedicate this candle to your greater
glory and in remembrance of all those who have been stillborn,
the mothers who have suffered miscarriage and the parents who
have known the grief of losing a child.
As we light this candle may it burn as a constant reminder to us
of the loving hope that you bring, the comfort of your word and
the fulfilment of your promises.
May we always be mindful of the tender grace that you show to
all who are in need.
We offer this prayer in your Holy Name in the power of your
Holy Spirit. Amen

that kind of ministry might equate
to that of deacon and priest) oversight of the churches (equating to a
bishop’s ministry) was restricted to
men. So, to ordain women to this
oversight ministry would be a disobedience of scriptural teaching.
There is also a practical question: do churches with women
bishops thrive? We now have
over two decades of evidence to
test the track record of churches
with women bishops: the Episcopal Church in the united States
appointed its first woman (suffragan) bishop in 1989. Since then
average Sunday attendance in the
Episcopal Church has fallen by
around 15% and is currently going
down even faster, at around 3%
every year. Opponents of women
bishops could ask: ‘If having
women as bishops is meant to
make the church more credible and
attractive in a secular world, where
is the evidence that it does? Are
any churches with women bishops
actually growing?’
When the question comes back
to the CofE General Synod in
November this year, and to our GB
next year, there will be debate on
the theological issues. But minds
have largely now been made up.
So the deciding issue will be how
Synod and GB members respond
to the provision being offered to
dissenters. And at the moment we
do not know what that provision
will consist of either in England
or in Wales, or how the two bodies
will respond. So the question of
women bishops remains the great
cliffhanger of the day.
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Stillbirth
We can, and should, do more,
insists Chris Heaton-Harris,
MP for Daventry

S

TILLBIRTH is a sensitive,
painful subject that has a lasting effect on thousands of people
each year. I am not convinced that
enough is being done to support
the families of stillborn children
and I’m concerned that the uK
seems to be failing to reduce the
number of stillbirths that we have
each year.
Recent research shows that 11
babies are stillborn every day in
the united Kingdom, which averages one in every 200 babies born,
or 4,100 babies a year. Approximately 30% of stillbirths remain
unexplained and various factors
play into the deaths of the remaining 70% of those babies.
Alas, according to a study in
The Lancet last year, the uK has
one of the worst records for stillbirths, ranking 33rd out of 35
high-income nations. While it is
important to acknowledge that all
women are vulnerable, we need to
work out why the women in our
nation may be at a higher risk of
stillbirth, and what we can do to
change that fact.
There are some troubling
regional differences in the percentage rates of stillbirth across the
uK. How can we explain the 33%
difference between the SouthWest, which has the lowest rate,
and the East Midlands which has
the highest rates?
Some parents I have spoken to
have had only the nicest things to
say about how they were treated
following the stillbirth of their
child. Others have stories that are
not so good, which is why I am
campaigning on this issue.
I want to get the government to
do a number of things:
To spread the fantastic best
practice that exists across the
whole NHS. There is some great

work already being done on spreading best practice; indeed, Sands,
the stillbirth and neonatal death
charity, has developed comprehensive guidelines for professionals.
However, I am not confident that
that best practice is used across the
country.
To invest a little more in
research as to why so many stillbirths occur and try and learn why
we have such dramatic regional
variations in the occurrence of stillbirths across the uK.
To be more flexible and allow
parents to receive both birth and
death certificates for their child,
rather than the certificate of stillbirth that is currently issued.
Anything that helps parents start to
get over such a traumatic episode
must be a good thing. Currently the
only reason government can give
me as to why stillbirth certificates
are issued is that they help with
internal bureaucracy.
Since I gave voice to this issue
in the House of Commons I’ve
been contacted and offered support
by hundreds of people from across
the uK who have gone through this
terrible experience. This campaign
means a great deal to a lot of people.
No campaign will ever be able
to eliminate stillbirths, but, hopefully, we can reduce the number
of stillbirths in the uK and help
those couples that go through this
devastating experience to move on,
whilst respectfully remembering
those few moments they had with
their baby.

Saying Goodbye
Between September and December, cathedrals in England,
Wales and Scotland are to hold services for people who have
suffered miscarriage, early term loss or early infant loss

T

HE Saying Goodbye services will provide an opportunity for people to
join others who have experienced a loss. At each of the services, there
will be a symbolic act such as the lighting of a candle or the placing of a
butterfly on a wall of remembrance, a short message of hope by senior clergy
and stories from people who have suffered loss. Although no formal counselling will be provided, a number of national and local counselling and support
services will be represented, or will have their information present. “We want
to provide a place and time for people to come together to acknowledge their
loss and offer an opportunity to say a collective goodbye,” said Zoe ClarkCoates, one of the organisers. “My husband and I have lost five babies – we
want the services to help other couples to say a wonderful goodbye to their
children, as every life deserves to be recognised. We want to say our children
did exist. They may only have been on this earth for days, weeks or months,
but they were truly loved, and will always be missed.”
Llandaff Cathedral will be holding a Saying Goodbye service on 3rd
November at 3pm. For more information visit www.SayingGoodbye.org
or Saying Goodbye via Twitter at @SayinggoodbyeUK
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Human history and the role of religion
Felicity Peel, a Theology undergraduate at Manchester University,
puts the record straight about her degree course
N finding out that I study
Theology at the university of
Manchester, most people react with
the question ‘so you want to be a
nun then?’ I have become increasingly frustrated with this idiotic
response and am keen to take this
opportunity to explain a little about
what a modern Theology degree
entails and what a fascinating, allencompassing subject it really is!
Theology has progressed from
the ruling science of the Middle
Ages to its current, more anthropological place in the school of
arts and humanities. Nowadays, it
can be studied in relation to minis-

O

Do we want noise, fidget and fuss?
Yes, says, Naomi Wood of the Diocesan Children and Youth team. Let’s get out there, be seen and
welcome the younger generation, and their parents, into the family of the Church

M

ARIANNE Osborne and
I have been around the
diocese and met lots of different
people doing some fantastic work
with children and young people.
We’ve been really encouraged to
see new growth and children and
young people being brought into
the family of the Church.
Each parish has its own very
different needs and requirements
and so starting up identical groups
in each place isn’t going to work.
We need to tailor them to suit what

is needed. Below are just a few
simple ideas of ways to get started
and the things you could do.
Across the Diocese the most
‘successful’ groups (in that they
have the highest average numbers
of people attending) are toddler
groups. These vary from sitting
having coffee with the parents
while the children play to craft
activities, songs, prayers or a talk.
Not only are children coming along
– the parents are there too!
After school clubs take all

Sowing seeds with ice creams
Llanbadarn Fawr Deanery Evangelist, Emma Whittick, tells of
ice creams and outreach in Aberystwyth

“H

ERE’S your change and
this is an invitation to our
Sunday services!” says the sales
assistant. “Oh! Thank you very
much”, comes the reply. This
summer, St Michael’s Church,
Aberystwyth, has been experimenting with a new method of
outreach to tourists and locals: it
comes in the form of an ice cream
trailer in the corner of the church
car park. It’s in an ideal location,

overlooking the sea, with the castle
and playground nearby. The trailer
is run by a combination of staff and
volunteers. With every ice cream
sale we are giving out leaflets
promoting events in our church.
During Beach Mission week we
gave out over a hundred invitations
to different activities that were
taking place on the beach and the
response was record numbers of
children attending this year.

sorts of formats. Craft, games,
songs, talks, prayers and food are
involved in most in some way
with some lasting up to 2 hours
and others literally ¾ of an hour.
Some are monthly and some are
weekly. Some have parents staying and others don’t. Whether it’s
a Messy Church or a Godly Play
club or simply a children’s club,
these groups are great fun and see
many children who wouldn’t come
on a Sunday.
Schools work is such a privIn addition to promoting
specific events, we’re handing out
invitations to our Sunday services.
The response has been incredibly positive – the only “refused”
leaflets have come from tourists
who, having already been to St
Michael’s and heard about the ice
cream trailer, came across later in
the week to check us out.
The weather has had quite
a bearing on the success of this
ministry. On a sunny day we can
expect to connect with 100 or so
customers but sometimes the most
encouraging conversations happen
in the least promising weather.
One rainy day I’d hardly spoken to
anyone for hours, when three teenagers came to the trailer and bought
ice-creams. I started a conversation with them by inviting them to
our youth activities in church. One
of them said they were an atheist,
another a pagan and the third said
she was atheist, but “I don’t know
what that means”. The conversation developed and we had a really
interesting discussion about creation, the Big Bang Theory and
God’s love. Maybe it sowed a seed;
often it’s hard to tell. It’s my prayer
that all the conversations we’ve
had over the summer, will in some
small way point people to Christ.

terial training or as an academic
discipline in its own right. As an
academic discipline it has evolved
and changed at such a rate that
the content of my degree is totally
different from the classical Christian Theology that my father
studied at Oxford 30 years ago.
A modern Theology course at the
university of Manchester encompasses many academic disciplines,
namely philosophy, anthropology,
history and politics.
I have particularly enjoyed
the philosophic side to my course.
Islamic philosophy provided an
interesting insight into the huge
role that the philosophers of the
Arab world played in the transmission of knowledge from the ancient
Greeks, through the dark ages to
the modern world. Existentialism
provided me with fundamental
life-affirming questions concern-

ing what it is to be human and what
role religion has to play in our
existence. Furthermore, I have had
the chance to examine the religions
of Christianity, Judaism and Islam
and I have particularly focussed
on how these Abrahamic religions
have attempted to reconcile their
scriptural knowledge with the
progress of the empirical sciences.
All in all I have loved my
course. I have gained the necessary
skills of essay writing and critical thinking while examining one
of the most interesting phenomena the world has seen. Religion is
fundamental to so many people’s
lives and, at the same time, so ridiculed by others. When studied as
an academic discipline in its own
right, Theology provides an interesting and wide-ranging study of
human history and the role that
religion has had to play in it.

ilege. For some children their
school is their church! Assemblies
and lunch clubs are excellent ways
of being in the school and getting
to know the children and the staff.
Perhaps even being a lunch-time
or playground assistant. We’re
often hidden behind doors in our
churches so going into schools is
a great way to be recognised and
start planting seeds.
There are many other ways of
meeting the children and young
people who are in our towns

and villages. We do need to ask,
however, if we really want to. Do
we really want families, children
and all that comes with them in our
churches learning about God? The
noise, the fidgeting, the fuss . . .
Marianne and I would love
to help you develop what you
currently have or help you set up a
new venture.
We both long to see children
and young people developing relationships with Jesus and starting
their walk with Him.

Prayer and pizza
Thursday evenings at St Thomas’ Hall, Haverfordwest, are filled
with fun, teaching, prayer and pizza slices by the dozen. Marianne
Osborne enjoys an evening of challenging craft and drama

T

HE hall at St Thomas’ is just
the right size. It has plenty of
space for this fantastic group of
youngsters to keep Curate Harri
Williams and his wife Clare on
their toes for a session of ‘Prayer
and Pizza’. The evening I was
invited to join the group we
looked closely at the Lord’s Prayer
through craft and drama. I have to
confess I wasn’t very good at the
craft, which was geographically
themed, but I did enjoy the cutting
and gluing element and, of course,
chatting to the group!
It was also great to see that the
evening didn’t end with the traditional ‘God Slot’, indeed it could be

said that the session was one great
big God slot. It was based on not
just building community but on the
importance of the teachings of the
church and this evening, in particular, brought the group to the end of
a term of looking at the sacraments
and how the sacraments impact
their lives as new Christians.
A number of the youngsters
from the Prayer and Pizza group,
alongside Harri and Clare, will be
part of a pilgrimage to the Shrine
or our Lady at Walsingham this
summer and I can’t wait to chat
to them all again to see how much
they will have grown spiritually
from the experience!
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Jubilee celebrations in
Milford Haven
Pembrokeshire Guiding celebrated the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in traditional
style on 1st July in Milford Haven, with a parade led by Milford Haven Town
Band and the Pembrokeshire Guiding Colour Party. Marianne Osborne is a
keen member of the guiding movement and encourages others to join

T

HE service was held at North
Road Baptist Church and
the pews were filled with Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Trefoils,
Seniors, Brown Owls and guiders;
it was a great sea of smiling, confident faces.
County Commissioner, Mrs
Helen Peritt, gave a wonderful
address focusing on the Queen’s
connection to guiding. It was interesting to know that Her Majesty
and Princess Margaret had had
their own ‘Patrol’ at Buckingham

Palace during their younger years how exciting! We also looked back
at the Coronation service in 1953
when the Archbishop of Canterbury had anointed and crowned
Princess Elizabeth queen. Two
of our brownies re-enacted the
occasion in style, as we heard the
motivating words from Romans
(12: 1-8) that were read at this
year’s Diamond Jubilee Service in
St Paul’s Cathedral.
The key point of our celebration was the discovery, through

Weddings in my Church
and across the World
The Saints and Stones Competition 2012

T

HE prize-giving for this year’s competition took place at St Davids
Cathedral on 4th July. It was a happy occasion with the children,
parents and teachers present who had participated. Their work was
displayed at the back of the Cathedral. Bishop Wyn, presenting the
prizes, spoke of the high standard of entries.
1st prize for group work was awarded to: Elen Edwards and
Eluned Troughton from Holy Trinity Church, Aberystwyth.
1st prize for individual work, age 3-7:
Ella Subiana, Tenby Junior School.
1st prize for individual work, age 7-11:
Hope Yates, Tenby Junior School.
1st prize for Illustrative entries, Literary:
Jazz Hughes; Illustration: Lily Shepherd.
1st prize, age 7-11: Jasmine Smith, Tenby Special Needs Unit.
1st prize, age 7-11 Literature:
Caitlin Sparey, Tenby Junior School.
1st Prize, age 7-11, Drawing;
Ella Calter Dennis, Tenby Junior School.
1st Prize Adult: Sylvia Matovu, Aberystwyth University
Prizes were also awarded to children from several other schools.

drama, prayer and song, of the
importance of the Queen’s Christian faith and how, by placing her
trust in God, she finds the strength
and courage to carry out her very
challenging vocation.
Our service concluded with the
blessing and rededication of the
Pembrokeshire Colours, it was a
very proud moment for me to ask
God’s blessing on the colours and
the Pembrokeshire guiding family.
I renewed my own guiding promises and just for a second I was that

eleven year old first Monkton Girl
Guide again “I promise to do my
best to do my duty to God, to help
other people and keep the BrownieGuide Law”!
Guiding is a fantastic family to

belong to, it is an organisation with
wonderful Christian principles and
it is so much fun! Looking for a
hobby? Why not look up your local
group and try it out.

A flock of Little Fishes
An after-school club, organised by St Mary’s Church, Spittal, and embraced by Spittal VC Primary
School, has proved a resounding success, says Marianne Osborne

A

T the invitation of Revd
David Rees, I have been visiting Spittal VC School regularly
since becoming part of the Children and youth Development Team
and I have to confess I love it! It
is a fantastic school, with a warm
welcome and a friendly team of
staff, which really has the feel of
a large family home rather than a
school.
Members of St Mary’s Church,
Spittal, decided that they would
organise a Sunday school style club
because very few children were
part of regular worship, a problem
faced by so many parishes across
the diocese – and further afield – at
the moment. So, every Thursday
after school a number of church
members hold a Christian club
called ‘Little Fishes’. The school
has really embraced the project and
is very supportive, allowing the
team to use all the facilities that the
school hall and playground have
to offer. This is very encouraging
at a time when we are struggling to
maintain these sorts of ventures.

On one particular evening in
July there was lots of bleating and
other noise when we re-enacted
the parable of the lost sheep using
drama, movement and masks.
However, one thing is certain:
there weren’t any lost sheep in
Spittal VC School.

Thanks to the dedicated team
of people from St Mary’s, these
children have been grounded in the
love of God with a sure and firm
foundation on which to build their
lives as they grow.
Well done team!

New online library
for evangelism
A new online library has been launched for people interested in evangelism and new forms of
church, which will provide free access to research papers and theses

T

HE website SCOLER (The
Sheffield
Centre
Online
Library of Evangelism Research)
is a joint initiative between Church
Army’s team of researchers at The
Sheffield Centre and the Churches
Group for Evangelisation.
The purpose of the library is to
make deeper thinking around evangelism and new forms of church

available to people who want to
study further, and to demonstrate
this level of learning to the wider
church. Each thesis, either MA or
PhD level, has its own webpage
giving details of who wrote it,
which college validated it, the
full abstract and a free PDF to
download.
Those who have done an MA or

PhD in this area, and who are interested in offering their work to the
website, should contact The Sheffield Centre at:
l.keith@churcharmy.org.uk
or call 0300 123 2113.
Visit SCOLER at
www.churcharmy.org.uk/ms/sc/
SCOLER/sfc_scoler_home
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Prisons focus

Prisons Week begins
18 November 2012

Breaking the cycle of
offending
The Wallich is a homelessness charity which has been working
with vulnerable people for over 30 years. Cyra Shimell, Team
Leader with the charity, highlights the need for a supportive and
structured approach to effect positive outcomes

W

E work in 15 local authority areas across Wales to
find lasting solutions to homelessness and prevent its occurrence. In
Ceredigion we have four projects,
ranging from outreach services to
working with homeless families
and single people.
The Bardsey Project, based
in Borth, is a 7-bedroom house
which provides supported accommodation on behalf of the Local
Authority. The project is funded by
the Supporting People programme
and the council’s Housing Department, and supported by the
Community Safety Partnership. It
is specifically aimed at supporting
single men and women over the
age of 16 who are at risk, or who
have a history of offending and
complex needs. We also specialise in working with people who
have been identified as persistent/
prolific offenders by the Police/
Probation Services and people
often come to the Bardsey straight
from prison to serve the remainder
of their sentences on a Community
Licence.
The referral process (via the
council’s Housing Dept) aims to
ensure that those offered a place at
the project are best suited to take
advantage of the opportunities on
offer and have the motivation to
change.
The ethos of the Bardsey is to be
inclusive and promote engagement
with all relevant services. People
are introduced to the concepts of
minimal rules and their personal

responsibilities in adhering to what
we call The Bardsey Commitment.
Although rules are few, procedures
are used, if necessary, to protect
the project, its residents and our
community. Our overall approach
is that “we influence behaviour
by understanding people, not by
the imposition of rules”. Breaking the cycle of offending is key
to changing lives and improving
communities.
Our dedicated staff work side
by side with residents to overcome the many problems that exist
for those with criminal records.
All our residents are offered an
accredited training programme
called The Way Forward. We also
have the RSVP project (Residents
and Service users Volunteering
Programme). Intensive support and
personal development plans focus
on change and moving towards
sustainable resettlement and the
prevention of re-offending.
Our work is not just about
providing a roof over someone’s
head and moving them on to their
own place. It’s good to know that,
for some, we support them as they
break the negative cycle of crime,
unemployment and unhappiness.
It’s wonderfully rewarding to be
part of someone’s life-changing
journey; to see them discovering
their own self worth and place in
society. We look on our work as
facilitating people to build a future
with hope and self belief, to have
aspirations and respect for themselves and others.

Crime and its consequences
Pete Westlake is Chief Inspector in charge of the 7 custody suites in
the Dyfed Powys Police area. He is also a Firearms and Public Order
Commander. Jeremy Martineau interviewed him and found him to be
a church leader in Ammanford Evangelical Church and deputy branch
leader of the Christian Police Association
What happens when a suspect
is taken in for questioning?
The arresting officer has to explain
to the custody sergeant why the
suspect has been arrested; the
sergeant decides, after assessing
the risk to the public, the police and
the suspect, and deciding whether a
nurse or doctor is required, to take
the suspect into custody or refer
to another unit, perhaps a mental
health ward or social services. The
custody sergeant records the level
of risk and the level of supervision
required, which can range from
hourly to constant attendance.
There is a separation between the
custody team and the investigating
team to prevent contamination of
evidence. If it is appropriate interviews can start quickly. There are
several levels of “disposal” from
no action, a caution, through a
penalty notice (fine), a conditional
caution to a charge leading to an
appearance in court.
How are those with learning
difficulties dealt with?
Mental health and alcohol are
two constant concerns. Those
people with learning difficulties
are provided with support from an
appropriate adult, from the family,
school, youth offending team or
social services. The police station
is a place of safety but really the
place of last resort when it comes
to dealing with people with mental
illness. The person’s safety is our
first objective.

‘

Mental health
and alcohol
are two
constant
concerns

’

What message would you like to
convey to church congregations?
Custody suites can be very busy
places dealing with ordinary folk
through to people affected by
drink, drugs or mental ill health,
and those who make a living from
crime.
The police welcome independent custody visitors who can come
in at any time to see we are caring
for those brought in. The scheme
is run by the Police Authority
and Christians would make great
scheme members.
We would value regular prayer
for your local police who are working on behalf of the rest of the
community. your church could
adopt a cop – not just the front
line ones, but those whose work is
unseen but essential.
I want you to know that the
local Christian Police Association
has a chosen charity called Tools
with a Mission, whereby tools
that are used in crime, or abandoned, are donated to this charity
rather than being auctioned. They

use them in their missionary work
in the developing world to help
people gain skills and jobs. See
www.twam.co.uk.
Have you become cynical
about human beings since
you joined the force?
We see the worst and the best
in people. I was recently in the
floods in Aberystwyth and greatly
moved by the generosity of people
for those in trouble, but I’ve also
seen the trauma that crime has
on people’s lives. Offences are
committed by people, and people
are the victims.
Our officers are embedded in
their communities – please care
for them as they put themselves in
harm’s way on your behalf.
What do you enjoy most
in your work?
The variety of challenge, although
I do also like the more predictable
responsibility, in my case for the
custody suites. I enjoy working
with my 38 sergeants, 27 detention
officers and 3 inspectors.
What part can forgiveness
play in the criminal law?
That’s a good question. All actions
have consequences and there is no
avoiding these in this life. I recommend not holding grudges; Christ
said to forgive our enemies, but
crime can be like a ladder – if
someone insists on going on climbing then they effectively refuse
forgiveness.

Pobl Dewi, September 2012

11

Sycamore Tree
Claire Bonham, Head of Volunteering at the Christian charity Prison Fellowship England and Wales,
highlights a course which supports prisoners and encourages them to consider the effects of their
crimes, take responsibility for their actions and express remorse

P

RISON
Fellowship
(PF)
England and Wales is a Christian charity that comes alongside
prisoners, praying for them and
supporting them to stop offending. One of the ways we do this is
through our Sycamore Tree course
that takes place in prisons and is
run by PF volunteers. Sycamore
Tree is a six week course, based on
the story of Jesus’ encounter with
Zacchaeus, when prisoners explore
the effects of crime on victims,
offenders, and the community, and
discuss what it would mean to take
responsibility for their actions.
In week three a victim of crime
comes in to share their story with
the prisoners, and the prisoners are
given the opportunity in the final

session to express their remorse –
some write letters, poems or create
works of art or craft. PF volunteer
Ciaran explains: “In Sycamore

Tree, what we do is allow prisoners, for the first time, to think
about the people they have hurt,
the victims of their crimes and,

Not a day
goes by when we
aren’t thanked’
‘

An Offender’s
poem

The Diocese of Llandaff Mothers’ Union Volunteer Scheme at
Parc Prison, Bridgend, and Cardiff Prison

To all the people who have
been hurt by me

A

As I watch the smile drain from you
The tears run down your face
The heartache there is clear to see
And all because of me.
The pain
The hurt
The sorrow cause and why?
Because of me.
No excuse can there be
No thoughts of you were there for me
I was too blind to see
It all comes back to me.
Now in the darkness, alone at night
The tears I cry, the heartaches ripe
So much lost
And all because of me.
It’s time to turn life around
Work hard to put things right
Saying sorry’s not enough
I have to show it’s right.
A promise here I give you now
Is to always think of you
To rebuild relationships
Just make our life anew.
And that will be because of me!
This poem was written by
a participant in the
Prison Fellowship’s
Sycamore Tree programme
www.prisonfellowship.org.uk

S a member of the Parc
Supporting Families (PSF)
team, I have been a volunteer at
the prison for nearly five years.
The team has grown tenfold in that
time, and its role is to bring families together where contact has
been lost, to help difficult relationships and to help maintain existing
good relationships. PSF facilitates
many courses for the prisoners
including Fathers Inside, Family
Man and Moving Parents and Children Together (MPACT).
I originally helped on the front
desk in the waiting room for the
visitors before they go through
security and into the main visits
hall. Here, for example, we advise
on prison procedures, give contact
details for outside organisations
and help with general enquires,
such as ‘Has my son received the
money I sent?’, ‘Is he ok?’. If
visitors have concerns, such as a
prisoner’s low morale, we can alert
officers so that the necessary treatment or actions can be taken and,
in the case of bullying, raise awareness within the prison. No two
days are the same and it is interesting to meet so many people, from
those who are at ease coming to the
prison to those who are extremely
nervous.
As volunteers, we are also
asked to help sponsor prisoners when they attend the Family
Man course. They can be on this

course if, for example, their families are unable to attend because
of the distance they live from the
prison. On the course we discuss
future goals, family emotions and
how prisoners can turn away from
re-offending. They also have to
deal with their own emotions and
see things from someone else’s
point of view.
In the last 18 months I have
started a project on the Family
wing, where I facilitate a card
workshop. The prisoners make
cards and sell them throughout the
prison, while monitoring marketing costs and stock control. They
also help me on the monthly family
visits when, amongst other activities on offer, we make cards with
the children.
This volunteer scheme is in
line with the Mothers’ union (Mu)
aims and objectives and I find the
whole experience really rewarding.
I would recommend it to anyone,
of any age, as there is always
something to do and not a day goes
by when a member of the management team does not thank us for
our support.
Mu members also volunteer
in the Play Area at Cardiff Prison
where they play with the children,
thus allowing parents time to talk
to each other.
Liz Collings,
Action & Outreach Coordinator,
Llandaff MU

because of the ripple effect, all the
indirect victims, all the communities and the neighbours and friends,
of the people they have hurt.”
Over 2,000 learners participate every year in prisons across
England and Wales. In Wales PF
volunteers run the programme
in HMP Swansea, and we have
recently had enquiries from other
prisons in the area.
Sycamore Tree can have a
huge impact on the prisoners as
individuals who are supported on
their journey of inner change in
a safe and caring environment.
The course undoubtedly touches
the lives of individual prisoners,
but the effect goes far wider. For
example, Swansea prison is now

operating on restorative justice
principles, the principles of which
are taught on Sycamore Tree.
In addition, a number of prisoners who have previously been on
the course have been so affected
that they have asked to come and
support new learners under a peer
mentoring scheme.
How can I get involved? you
can volunteer with us and help run
the Sycamore Tree programme in
prisons. If you don’t have the time
to commit to the programme why
not think about donating to our
work so that we can continue to run
courses and support prisoners?
For more information visit our
website www.prisonfellowship.org.
uk or call us on 020 7799 2500.

Prison – One man’s story
Max (not his real name) spent a year in prison, for
a first offence. He remembers the sound of the key
being turned, locking him in his cell

“A

LL I could think of was that
I deserved this . . . I deserved
to be there because of what I had
done.” And the other prisoners on
his unit were equally realistic about
their situation.
Max’s biggest problem was
how to pass the time. The daily
routine included exercise, a class
or interviews with members of
staff – the chance to share worries
or to receive help. Max thought
he’d take the opportunity to learn
Welsh, but this proved harder than
he’d thought and his teacher felt
it was a challenge too far. Instead
he took up art, something he’d not
touched for over 40 years. There
were 2 or 3 classes a week with
facilities back on the unit for him to
paint in his free time. This opened
up a new interest, one which he has
continued after his release. He also
enjoyed gardening at the prison.
Max was more fortunate than
many prisoners in that he had regular visits and phone calls from his
wife, who has been an enormous
support to him, visits from friends
and from members of the clergy,
including the prison chaplain,
whom he found easy to talk to.

“I know it’s his job, but he
spoke to me in a personal way,
which I was able to respond to. I
made it clear that I had a faith and
that I needed spiritual help now
more than ever before. I was so
thankful he was there.”
Psychiatric help and counselling helped, too.
Max wants to encourage church
members to think about prison
visiting. “Very few of the inmates
had visitors. I’m sure they would
appreciate a visitor – someone
they could turn to for help on the
outside, someone who wouldn’t
judge them.”
The experience has undoubtedly changed Max. “My wife
and I are closer than ever and can
communicate much better. I got on
well with staff and with the other
inmates – many of them had faith
too. In prison I found it easy to
pray. I had the time to think about
it and to do it. This has helped me
tremendously – my faith comes
more naturally now. I have no
complaints at all about my time
inside – except perhaps about the
food!”
– Jenny Kimber

FINAL DATE
for articles for the
December 2012 edition of
Pobl Dewi
is November 9th 2012
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Wales Probation Trust
Elizabeth Thomas speaks to Janet Houton, Quality Improvement
Manager for Wales Probation Trust, on the role of the probation
service in Wales and how it meets the challenge of providing a
service across Wales

F

OR over 100 years, the Probation Service has been working
with offenders. Over the last five
years, it has undergone a massive
upheaval.
The Wales Probation Trust
– the third largest of the 35 probation trusts in the uK – shares many
of those challenges highlighted in
the recent review of the Church in
Wales.
It too has to provide services
across Wales with its diverse issues
of topography, language, tradition,
rurality and demography while still
responding to local needs.
In April 2010, the four former
probation areas/trusts in Wales were
merged to form the single Wales
Probation Trust. It operates within
the statutory framework and legislation which established Probation
Trusts (the Offender Management
Act 2007) and the sentences of the
Court. This defines the purposes of
probation as being to:
• assist the Courts in sentencing
and making other orders
• supervise and rehabilitate
offenders, those charged with
offences and those cautioned
• work with the victims of
crime.
To do this, it is essential to
work with other agencies such
as those involved with health,
education, substance misuse, and
families. Although crime is not one
of the issues devolved to the Welsh

Assembly Government it is necessary for the Trust to work with
WAG as other agencies are responsible to Cardiff Bay.
During 2011-12, Wales Probation’s work to help to protect
community involved –
• supervising the completion
of over 12,700 Community
Orders;
• managing 4,908 prisoners
on licence;
• preparing over 13,300 presentence reports for the 10
Crown Courts and 30 Magistrates Courts in Wales to enable
the courts to choose the most
appropriate sentence;
• offering support to over
1,100 victims of crimes;
• working in all three Welsh
prisons, assessing offenders,
preparing them for release and
running offending behaviour
programmes;
• delivering 1,000 accredited
programmes to help offenders
address the issues in their life
which caused them to offend in
the first place;
• managed a total of 15,800
Community Orders;
• providing over 639,000
hours of Community Payback
– equates to over £3.8 million
of work at the national minimum wage.
A probation officer’s first
involvement with an offender will

A scheme with a difference
The June edition of Pobl Dewi contained a reader’s powerful
recommendation of a new Christian novel called ‘The Fight’. The
book is not only a gripping story for men, women and youth, but
is also supporting prison ministry across the UK. The author,
Luke Wordley, explains more.

I

BECAME a Christian at 19
years old and, as an avid reader
of fiction, I was surprised at how
little Christian fiction was available, particularly for men. To me it
didn’t make sense. Jesus used parables and extensive story-telling in
his ministry and, in centuries gone
by, authors like C S Lewis and
John Bunyan, influenced millions
through their novels and allegories. yet today in the uK, Christian
fiction seems to have gone out of
fashion. So I felt challenged to one
day write a Christian novel, particularly for men in or on the fringes
of church.
I sent an early draft of The Fight
to a friend working with marginalised young people in Manchester.

usually be at their court appearance. This may be for a minor
offence but more usually for more
serious offences up to and including murder. The Probation Service
is required to provide information and advice to magistrates
and judges to assist in sentencing. These may be short oral or
written reports or more lengthy
reports where an in-depth analysis is necessary, either because of
the complexity of the case which
may involve mental illness or drug
misuse or because of the seriousness of the offence. These reports
help in the making of an appropriate sentence not just to ensure the
appropriate punishment but also to
reduce re-offending.
Sentences are tailored to the
individual and his or her offences
and planned to meet their particular needs. The sentence must also
ensure that offending behaviour
is addressed and reduced while
ensuring that those in the community are protected.
It may be decided that only

a custodial sentence is appropriate and the offender will then be
sentenced to a period in prison.
However it is often deemed appropriate for punishment to take place
within the community and for a
Community Sentence managed by
the Probation Service to be made.
These sentences may have up to
twelve requirements and these
can include Community Service
Orders, when offenders are required
to work within the community,
group work programmes to address
particular offences such as domestic abuse or problems such as the
misuse of alcohol or drugs.
The Probation Service also
continues to work with those
sentenced to custodial sentences,
preparing risk assessments and
advising the Parole Board on the

distributed to over 70 prisons in the
uK and Australia. Many chaplains
have reported that it prompts excellent discussions with inmates and
even guards.
In June, I was invited to speak
at the ‘Hay in the Parc’ festival, an
off-shoot of the Hay-On-Wye literary festival, held in Parc Prison near
Bridgend. It was a huge privilege

to spend the day with prisoners and
the brilliant chaplaincy team. I was
able to share my testimony, give a
creative writing workshop and also
talk with inmates about the book’s
main themes. until this visit, I had
never fully understood why God
had inspired me to write a story
like The Fight, which explores
issues of violence, addiction and
bereavement, none of which I had

release of the prisoner and on the
conditions for release.
These may restrict where the
person lives, with whom they
associate or propose appropriate
employment. However conditions
are also put in place to require
work with the person to reduce
offending.
The Trust employs over 1,000
staff in Wales, working in seven
Local Delivery units across the
country and it has offices in this
Diocese in Carmarthen, Haverfordwest, Llanelli and Aberystwyth.
Jan Houton explained, “We are
keenly aware of the unique social,
cultural and legislative landscape
that exists in Wales and we work
hard to deliver public services that
are in keeping with the needs of
local people.”

If you would like to find out more about the work of Wales
Probation please visit www.walesprobationtrust.gov.uk or email
general.information@wales.probation.gsi.gov.uk

personally experienced. But as I
sat and talked to prisoners who had
read The Fight and identified with
so much of the story, it finally made
sense. Thanks to buyers on the
outside, I was also able to distribute a further 30 copies to inmates
who had not yet read it.
For more information or to buy
a copy of ‘The Fight’, visit
www.thefight-book.com

A prayer for offenders and their victims

He loved the book and wanted to
get it in the hands of prisoners they
worked with. So a “Buy One, Give
one Free” scheme was conceived –
for every copy sold, another copy
is given to prison chaplaincies. So
far, nearly 1,000 copies have been

O God of justice and forgiveness;
as we think of offenders and their victims,
we become aware of the human cost involved:
in the heartache and pain of those hurt and intimidated by crime,
and the heartlessness or desperation
which have resulted in someone committing an offence.
We pray that offenders will recognise that it will always be right to
express sincere remorse, seek forgiveness and make amends.
God bless all those who enable healing amongst victims
and seek to encourage reform in offenders.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
This prayer was adapted by Canon Dennis Wight for Pobl Dewi.
The Prisons Week Collect can be found at www.stdavidsdiocese.org.uk
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A saint of mystery and many names
The enigmatic St Dogwell is considered by Mary Baker
in the latest of her series on our ancient saints

S

EALyHAM is a small settlement, famed for a breed of
terriers; it consists of a few houses
and farms, a large Victorian Hall
and a wonderful hidden gem of a
church.
St Dogwells Church in Sealyham, Pembrokeshire, is a secret
haven. It sits among ancient trees
and beside a bubbling river. It is
calm, quiet and peaceful with only
the sounds of the river, the birds
and the breeze in the trees.
There is a clue to the early origins
of the site in the church grounds: a
stone with Ogham and Latin script.
This stone was being used as a gatepost on a nearby farm but may have
originated in, or near, the church
and may have been carved during
the sixth century when Dogwell,
our saint, was living.

Every volume I read while
researching Dogwell began with
the phrase “little is known about
this saint”. The man of mystery
intrigued me so I looked further.
There appear to be at least three
known variations of his name,
Dogwell, Dogfael and Dogmael,

and he is, therefore, associated with
a variety of Pembrokeshire religious sites including St Dogmaels
Abbey.
His origins were noble and
he seems to have descended from
the royal house of Gwynedd. His
grandfather was said to be Cunneda
who fought Picts and Irish incursions near Hadrian’s Wall and then
founded the North Wales Royal
Dynasty.
There is a dedication to Dogwell on Anglesey but the majority
of sites are in the Preseli district.
So it is to be assumed that our saint
lived, preached and settled in North
Pembrokeshire, founding small
simple monasteries.
Confusion occurs when we
encounter references to another
Dogmael in France. This saint

has churches dedicated to him in
Brittany and had the ability cure
children who could not walk. This
may have been our Welsh Dogmael
as it is believed that our early saints
frequently travelled between Brittany, Cornwall, Wales and Ireland,
but some sources think this is a
saint born at least a hundred years
later.

Early Welsh sources have St
Dogwell’s feast day on 31st October but later calendars have 14th
June.
Despite the contradictions,
when visiting to sites named after
him I believe that the enigmatic
saint enjoyed and appreciated the
quietly spiritual sense of place that
one finds at St Dogwells today.

Introducing Cadw
Cadw, the Welsh word meaning ‘to keep’, is the Welsh
Government’s historic environment service responsible for
protecting 128 monuments across Wales

M

ORE than two million people
visit Cadw’s historic sites
every year to discover the dramatic
stories behind Wales’s breathtaking
castles, abbeys, churches, chapels and ancient monuments. For
inspirational icons look no further
than Tintern Abbey, a magnificent
setting and a marvellous place for
contemplation. From the cultural
heart of Wales at Strata Florida
Abbey to St Winifred’s Well in
Holywell, and from Pentre Ifan
Burial Chamber in Pembrokeshire
to the prehistoric mound at Bryn
Celli Ddu on Anglesey, Cadw cares
for some of Wales’s most special
places.

Custodians
We want everyone to be able
to enjoy Wales’s unique heritage. Ninety-eight of Cadw’s sites
are free to visit and, although
unstaffed, interpretation panels and
leaflets available from Cadw will
help you make the most of your
visit. Around 30 larger sites, which
charge admission, have Cadw
custodians on hand to share their
knowledge and make your visit a
memorable one.
To help bring sites to life, Cadw
runs a calendar of events throughout the year from guided tours to
battle re-enactments, and murder

mysteries to spooky tours. We
also offer more structured educational opportunities. Our education
programme includes learning
festivals and a range of curriculumrelated teaching resources.
We are particularly proud of
our commitment to the long-term
conservation of our sites using best
practice conservation principles.
Take, for example, the large-scale
conservation work undertaken
at Tintern Abbey and St Davids
Bishop’s Palace.

Archaeological trusts
Cadw also works hard to preserve
important historic buildings and
ancient monuments and provides
financial support towards the cost
of repair and restoration of buildings of outstanding historic or
architectural interest, for works
in conservation areas and for the
protection and repair of scheduled
ancient monuments.
To protect and promote the
historic environment, we work
with a range of partner organisations and networks, ranging from
large national institutions to more
modest local community groups
including archaeological trusts
and local authorities. Everyone
has a part to play in the heritage of
Wales.

You can find out more about Cadw, including the latest news,
events and offers, and sites to visit near you by registering
on our website, www.cadw.wales.gov.uk, to receive our new
monthly e-newsletter.
Like us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter @CadwWales or @CadwCymru

Monks at Llanthony Abbey

Art Faith Trail
About a year ago the artist Raul Speek, who lives in Solva,
read an article by Bishop Wyn in Pobl Dewi. This crystallized
Raul’s vision of establishing an art faith trail, and so, working
with the Diocesan Tourism Group, the concept for the trail was
established. Sarah Geach is enthusiastic

If you would like to take part please contact Revd Sarah Geach
on 01834 812078 or sgeach@btinternet.com in the near future,
as planning for 2013 has already begun.

T

HE natural beauty of the area
and its translucent light has
long attracted artists to West Wales.
They have followed those who
made this area a focus of pilgrimage from at least the fifth century,
and who established sacred places
that have endured to give a landscape rich in Christian heritage.
The unique Art Faith Trail
brought together these two strands,
and it was launched by Bishop
Wyn in the Cathedral on 19th July.
It took place over four days and
included the work of 10 artists,
ranging from painting and photographs to glasswork and sculpting.
The four churches which were
part of this inaugural trail were
St Aiden, Solva; St Rhian, Llanrhian; St Gwyndaf, Llanwnda and
St Mary, Fishguard. The trail was
well received by visitors and all
those involved. It is intended that
it should take place next year and
involve more churches and artists.
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WHAT’S ON AT
ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL
Wednesday 19 September
8.15pm – Choral Classics Concert by St Davids Cathedral Choir
Friday 5 October
7pm – Harvest Thanksgiving Service & Supper
Sunday 7 October
5pm – RSCM Festival Service
Saturday 13 October
12.30pm – Be a Chorister for the Day
St Davids Cathedral Choir opens its doors to boys and girls
in school years 3-10 and their families
Monday 15 October
1pm – Informal Concert by Fulda Cathedral Choir
Saturday 20 October
2pm – Priory Visitation & Investiture of
The Order of St John of Wales
Saturday 3 November
7.30pm – Concert by Ysgol Gerdd Ceredigion
Sunday 4 November
6pm – All Souls Solemn Eucharist
Music at this service: Requiem Mass – Duruflé
Tuesday 6 November & Wednesday 7 November
BBC Songs of Praise Recordings
Sunday 11 November Remembrance Sunday
11.15am – Service of Remembrance
Saturday 17 November
7.30pm – Dyfed Choir Concert: ‘Saints, Apostles and Martyrs’
Wednesday 21 November
10am – Day of Refreshment for the Soul
Sunday 2 December Advent Sunday
6pm – Advent Procession with Carols
Saturday 8 December
7.30pm – Concert by The Cory Band
Wednesday 12 December
7.30pm – Concert by Cantorion Tyddewi
For further information about the above services and events please
contact the Deanery Office on 01437 720202
or email info@stdavidscathedral.org.uk

BBC Songs of Praise
comes to St Davids Cathedral

T

HE BBC Songs of Praise team is coming to St Davids Cathedral to
record three shows in November. They include an Advent edition and
a special programme for St David’s Day. The hymns will be recorded over
two evenings, Tuesday 6th and Wednesday 7th November and the BBC is
looking for enthusiastic singers to take part. Tickets are free but you will
need to apply by email at songsofpraise@bbc.co.uk or by leaving a message
on 0161 335 8429. Songs of Praise recordings are often very popular so you
are advised to apply as soon as possible.

Altar breads made in our diocese
David Hammon encourages parishes to buy altar breads made at Holy Cross Abbey, Whitland

T

HE Cistercian Order was
founded in 1098 by Benedictine monks from the Abbey of
Molesmes in France, who wished
to return to the original simplicity
of gospel living according to the
C6th Rule of Saint Benedict.
From the outset Cistercian
women formed an integral part of
the order, and Holy Cross Abbey,
led by Madame Augustin de
Chabannes, was founded at Stapehill in Dorset in 1802.
Augustin de Chabannes, who
had narrowly escaped the guillotine when the Bastille was
stormed, understood the way of the
cross, teaching her daughters “not
to forget that true devotion to the
Cross consists in bearing generously the crosses God sends us”.
She entrusted Holy Cross Abbey
to Our Lady of Sorrows and indeed
sorrows came in plenty. In the
1820s so many young sisters died
that an enquiry was set up and Pope
Leo XII decreed that the austerity
of the Rules of Abbot de Rance
should be mitigated and that the
community should come under
the jurisdiction of the local bishop.
Thus Madame de Chabannes and
the sisters were cut off from the
order until, in 1915, they were
brought back under its jurisdiction.
In 1932 the Stapehill Community
founded St Mary’s Abbey, Glen-

cairn, Ireland, and, in January
1991, it moved to its present home
at Whitland.
The community now numbers
eight sisters under the leadership
of Mother Christine. They have an
abbey bakery making communion
hosts, a market garden, chickens, bees, and, in partnership with
Forestry Commission Wales, a fine
acreage of new trees to augment
existing woodland. There is also a
small guest house offering accommodation for those wishing to
have a quiet day or make a private
retreat.
The community relies very
heavily on income derived from
baking, packing and selling altar

breads, which are made to a high
quality. They have random crosses
on one side, are plain on the other
side, and are very competitively
priced at £2.30 for a pack of 250
small hosts, £4.60 for bags of 500
and £9 for 1,000. The larger Priest
hosts are sold in bags of 15, 20 &
25 at a cost of 8p each.
If we are able to support Holy
Cross by purchasing altar breads
from them then we will be doing
our bit to help this spiritual house
of prayer to continue in its valuable
work.
The sisters can be contacted
on 01994 240725 or by email at
hcaaltarbreads@gmail.com.

Mothers’ Union reaches out to Freshers

S

T DAVID’S Mu will be
participating in Freshers Fairs
across the diocese again this year.
Refreshments will be served and
the ‘You’ve made it’ leaflets handed
out to new students, to welcome
them to their universities. There
are three different versions of the
leaflet, one each for Aberystwyth,
Trinity Saint David Lampeter and

Trinity Saint David Carmarthen.
The leaflets contain information for new students such as local
addresses, telephone numbers for
clergy, hospitals, surgeries, taxi
companies and bus services. They
also provide contact details for
local Mu members, who offer
support and a helping hand to any
student in need.

Welcome to
University of Wales
Trinity Saint David
Carmarthen

Heulwen, hwyl a llwyddiant
Beth Davies hopes a successful fund-raising event at Tre-groes
will be the first of many

F

E ddaeth yr haf i Dresi Aur,
Maesymeillion ar nos Wener,
Gorffennaf 20fed, ond yn fwyaf
arbennig fe ddaeth yna lawer iawn
o bobl i’r noson bwffe a mefus a
hufen a chael mwynhau tu allan yn
yr haul hyfryd mewn llecyn braf
yn edrych lawr ar bentref Pontsiân. y llywydd oedd Paul Davies
Aelod Cynulliad Preseli Penfro,
ac yn wir fe’i croesawyd ef a’i
wraig, Julie, yn ôl i’w cartref yn
wresog iawn a chafwyd ganddo
araith hyfryd, llawn hiwmor. Fe
gyflwynwyd blodau i Julie gan
Rhian Jones yn ogystal â llun o
eglwys Tre-groes i Paul. Cyflw-

ynwyd hefyd flodau a llun i Mair
am ei charedigrwydd a’i chroeso
i ni gyd ac am ei gwaith caled yn
paratoi ar ein cyfer. Anodd credu
bod yna bron i gant o bobl wedi
dod ynghyd. Cafwyd gwledd a
chyfle hyfryd i gymdeithasu, gyda
phawb yn mwynhau’r gwmnïaeth
Gwnaed dros fil a chant o
bunnoedd ac fe fydd yr arian yn
cael ei rannu’n deg rhwng yr
eglwys a’r ysgol a da iawn yw
gweld y cydweithio hwylus yma
rhwng yr ysgol a’r eglwys lle
mae`r ddau yn ffynnu. Diolchwyd yn wresog iawn i Paul am
ei rodd hael dros ben i’r gronfa, i

You’ve made it!
We hope you have a great time in
Carmarthen. Inside you’ll find some
information which we think you might
find useful during your time here.

The Mothers’ Union is here to help

Mair am ei gwaith caled, i bawb
am eu cymorth ac i bawb am
ddod er mwyn sicrhau llwyddiant.
Diolchwyd hefyd i bawb am bob
cyfraniad caredig tuag at y noson
i’w chofio. Diolch yn fawr gyda
hyn yn dangos mai mewn undod
mae nerth. Edrychwn ymlaen
nawr i’r gweithgaredd nesaf.
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Zambia – the Good, the Sad
and the Hopeful
Elizabeth, Martha and Catherine are three Zambian 15 year old girls whom Andy & Sara Herrick
have got to know well. In the second of a series of three articles, Andy introduces Martha

L

AST time I introduced Elizabeth, from Mochipapa in
Zambia, full of life and with great
prospects for the future. For Elizabeth life is good.
But let me introduce you to her
cousin, Martha, also 15. I suspect
that most 15 year old girls look
forward excitedly to all that life can
offer, including finding someone to
love and to marry, and eventually
having children of her own.
Martha was staying with Elizabeth and her family. She never
spoke to us and we had to learn her
story from others. She lives in a
remote village and had come to be
near the hospital as she was expecting her first baby.
Why so sad? Because the father
is a middle-aged man who had
forced himself onto her and made
her pregnant. She agreed to marry
him despite the fact that he doesn’t
love her and she doesn’t love him.
That’s just the way it is in Zambia.
Martha gave birth to a little girl
and Sara went to visit them in the
primitive crowded hospital. Again,
Martha said nothing. As Sara held
the baby she noticed that one of
the feet was badly deformed. From
the doctors she learnt that they
intended doing nothing as they had
neither the resources nor the skills.
It broke Sara’s heart. Surviving in
a country like Zambia is difficult
enough without having to struggle
with a disability.

The Sad

Leaving
hospital
Martha
returned to Elizabeth’s parents’
house to wait for her husband to
come and fetch her. He was keen
to have her home, not to share
the thrill of a new-born baby, but
because he wanted Martha to get
on with her work, fetching firewood, carrying water, cooking and
cleaning and growing their food.
And then we found out the
worst. Martha’s husband is HIV
positive and has passed it on to
Martha. It is highly unlikely that
she will have access to the drugs

Greetings from Christians in Israel
On Sunday 8th July, Revd Alex Jacob, the Chief Executive
Officer of the Church’s Ministry among Jewish People, preached
at Evensong in St Tybie, Llandybie

A

LEX brought greetings from
the Christians in Israel,
following his recent visit, and
shared the rationale behind the
work of the Church’s Ministry among Jewish People (CMJ),
taking as his text Romans 1:16.
The service was attended by people
from other churches in the deanery
of Dyffryn Aman and some from
other denominations.
In the morning Alex had also
preached at the service in Llanpumsaint, where he was well- received
by the congregation representing
the three churches of the benefice.
He talked about the challenges
facing Jews who come to faith in
Jesus, their own Messiah, and how
they are often ostracised by their
families with their lives becoming
very difficult.

CMJ was founded in Britain in
1809. Its early pioneers included
men such as William Wilberforce,
Charles Simeon and Lord Shaftesbury. Today, there are CMJ
societies around the world whose
mission is to encourage Jewish
people to come to faith in Jesus,
to support Jewish believers and to
equip the Church to be involved in
this mission.
CMJ uK pursues its mission in
Britain, but the main thrust of its
work is in Israel, where the focal
point is Christ Church in the Old
City of Jerusalem close to the Jaffa
Gate. Christ Church, consecrated
in 1849, is the oldest Protestant
church in the Holy Land. Besides
its normal Sunday worshippers,
the church also hosts a congregation of Messianic Jews (Jews who

she and her baby need in their
remote village. But what is certain
is that she will have to care for her
unloving husband until he dies and
then eventually succumbs to the
effects of Aids herself, leaving her
little daughter, with her crippling
disability, to survive, as yet another
of the hundreds of thousands of
children in Zambia orphaned by
this dreadful disease.
Elizabeth’s prospects are so
good. Martha’s story is simply sad.
Next time – Catherine’s story – the
hopeful.

believe in Jesus). In addition, the
Christ Church Centre contains a
guest house, a café, a Messianic
bookstore and a heritage centre.
Each year thousands of Israelis
visit Christ Church, eager to know
its history and the faith of today’s
believers.
CMJ Israel also supports
• The Anglican International
School, Jerusalem, which also
hosts a Messianic congregation and whose site contains a
Messianic school;
• The Sunshine School, an
English language pre-school
in East Jerusalem, serving
especially the local Arab and
international population;
• Beit Bracha, a retreat centre
in hills overlooking the Sea
of Galilee, which welcomes
Jewish and Arab people from
Israel and visitors from around
the world;
• Beit Immanuel Messianic
Congregation
and
Guest
House, adjacent to the ancient
port of Jaffa.
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Mothers’ Union
looks to the future
‘Help Us Grow’ was the theme for this year’s General Meeting of
the Mothers’ Union held in Llandudno on Saturday, 16th June.
Ann Gill reports

M

EMBERS of St Davids
Mothers’
union
(Mu)
arrived in Mold on 13th June,
where we stayed for the week.
Evening services were held at
Bangor and St Asaph Cathedrals
on Friday, 15th June, but, as we
were unable to obtain tickets for
either venue, we held a pilgrims’
service, led by the Vicar of Mold,
in a church near our hotel.
The next day the General
Meeting, with the theme ‘Help us
Grow’, began with a short service
led by Archbishop Barry Morgan
and a welcome from the Mayor of
Llandudno.
Action and Outreach
Mrs Rosemary Kempsell, Mu
World Wide President, opened the
proceedings with a presentation
of her work and visits during the
year. Jane Groves, from Action and
Outreach, then introduced a new
initiative to be launched later this
year.
A symbol
The theme across the Mu for
2012 is ‘your Gift? Discover and
Celebrate’. Each of the Provincial Presidents brought forward
a symbol representing the gifts
of members they had used to
forward the work of the Mu. Then
the unit Co-ordinators presented
their reports, emphasising how all
units are dependent on each other.
The morning session ended with
prayers.

David Foster, who is a licensed
Reader and the representative of
CMJ uK for the diocese, would
be happy to talk about the work

Rosemary Kempsell
Reg Bailey, our Chief Executive, began the afternoon session
by interviewing three inspiring
members about how they would
take the Mu forward. Then Reg
and Rosemary presented plans for
the future and encouraged members
to find new ways of continuing
the work of the Mu at home and
abroad. We were especially asked
to consider how to entice families
and friends to become involved in
the work of the society.
Less fortunate
All the delegates were given a pack
of seeds, the produce of which is to
be shared with others less fortunate
than ourselves and used as a way
of introducing them to the work of
Mu.
The meeting ended with prayers
led by the Bishop of Bangor, Rt
Revd Andy John, and an invitation
to next year’s meeting in Bath on
12th June.

of the society at Sunday services
or mid-week meetings. He can be
contacted on 01267 243558 or at
davidmfoster@btinternet.com.

Left to right: David Foster, Revd Ann Howells and Alex Jacob.
Ann is Vicar of Llandybie and Chair of the diocesan World
Mission and Ecumenism Team

16

Pobl Dewi, September 2012

The future of health care
Jack Evershed, a past Chairman of the Community Health Councils of Wales, says there
is cause for cautious optimism in the latest plans for health care across the diocese but
urges readers to respond to the current consultation document

O

NCE again the people of this
diocese are being consulted
on the future shape of healthcare by our Health Board, Hywel
Dda (HDHB). Some of you may
be confused about the apparent
continuous consultation, indeed
may be suffering from consultation
fatigue. The most recent process
has been an “engagement” exercise
rather than a formal consultation.
In both cases the HDHB is seeking the views of the public so it is
difficult for us to perceive the difference. Suffice it to say that HDHB
has listened to our responses to its
engagement and has formulated
definitive plans with a few option

choices for public consultation.
Across the area people should
take heart that the massive public
response to the engagement has
resulted in far more palatable

Opening our churches
A keen and lively group gathered at St Padarn’s
Church Hall in Llanbadarn Fawr, Aberystwyth, for the
Ceredigion Church Tourism Day on 3rd July

T

HE day started off inside the
historic church of St Padarn
with a welcome and prayer by Ven
H Jones and an introduction by Dr
Jonathan Wooding of Trinity Saint
David’s university on the historical importance of this particular
church.
Moving across the road to the
hall, the first presentation was given
by Philip Dunseath of Ecclesiastical Insurance who outlined simple
and practical measures that can be
taken by churches to protect themselves, enabling them to be open to
visitors. Caroline Evans then gave
an introduction to Family History
Tourism, where churches are a
live link with the past for visitors
researching their genealogy.
After the break, Ann Eastham
spoke about the successful “Saints
and Stones” initiative in Pembrokeshire followed by Revd Peter
Jones and Dr Roger Haggar on the
north Ceredigion Heritage Church

Trail project and its ups and downs.
In the afternoon Mary Baker of
Archaeotours clarified what visitors to churches like to see and
experience.
The last speaker was John
Winton of the Church Tourism
Network Wales who was able to
update us on the increasing importance of Faith Tourism and its
recognition and incorporation into
the tourism marketing strategy
of the Welsh Assembly Government.
Revd Sarah Geach, St David’s
Diocese Tourism Officer, ended the
busy day with a prayer and thanks
to all the speakers and attendees.
She said that the St Davids Tourism Group will be organising
further such events and is interested in hearing about topic areas
that people would like covered.
Contact: Revd Sarah Geach,
on 01834 812078
sgeach@btinternet.com

proposals than those originally
implied. However, it is important that we continue to respond
in numbers to the consultation to
ensure that the will of the people
continues to be taken into account.
Indeed, during this whole process
it has become apparent how tenuous is the accountability of our
NHS. It seems volume of response,
rather than mere cogent arguments
or our democratic process, guarantees accountability.
The latest documents for the
consultation are far more readable

and the questionnaire more amenable to non-prejudicial answers, so
I urge as many of you as possible
to respond by 29th October. There
are many ways of responding (see
below), but don’t limit yourself to
just answering the set questions if
you have other concerns or queries.
The documents clearly outline
a vision of health care delivered
extensively in our local communities. This is a laudable aim,
however there is little detail on
how the changes from hospital-

Details of how to respond can be found at:
www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/862/page/62456
For those who would prefer to write a letter please post to
Freepost, Hywel Dda Health Board.
Comments may also be e-mailed to
hyweldda.engagement@wales.nhs.uk,
or left by telephone at 01437 771232.

Tŷ’r Pererin
Harri Williams provides an update on plans for the Old School,
Quickwell Hill, St Davids

T

HE Old School building on
Quickwell Hill had been redundant since the year 2000, and, in the
autumn of 2011, the Friends of St
David’s Cathedral bought the property in order to restore and develop
it and make it fit for use as an Education and Pilgrimage Centre.
Currently, there is little space in
the building for large groups of 20
or more to store their belongings
safely, eat their lunch or engage in
an activity. The plan to establish an
Education and Pilgrimage Centre is
therefore based upon this need.
The building is Grade II Listed
and the Friends have employed
Mrs Jane Chamberlain of Caroe &
Partners (who also acts as cathedral
architect) to draw up plans for the
development and restoration of the
building into such a centre. Carreg
Construction were successful in
obtaining the contract for the work,
and the project is likely to cost
around £940,000. The work on the
building began in December and
much of the external stonework
and roofing has been completed.
It is envisaged that, once Tŷ’r
Pererin is complete at the end of

based care to community care
will be achieved. This raises many
questions about resources, for
example do GPs have the desire
or the capacity to do all the extra
work required? There will be questions about the knock-on effects of
the plans, such as how will problems arising in a perceived low risk
birth be handled in a unit where
staff have no regular experience of
complications? In your replies to
HDHB you can ask questions like
this as they occur to you.

this year, an Education Officer will
be appointed by the Dean & Chapter to devise, develop and deliver
a programme of educational
outreach to children between the
ages of 7-18 which will include day
visits to the cathedral for groups.
Themed days will revolve around
such subjects as Religious Education, History, Art, Mathematics, the
English & Welsh languages.
The main hall will be available
for division, enabling two groups
of up to 30 to engage in a wide

range of activities based on their
programme of choice. The centre
will also be equipped with the
necessary kitchen facilities to allow
simple meals to be made and suitable toilet facilities will be installed.
While being an independent
centre for learning and recreation, the close proximity of Tŷ’r
Pererin to the cathedral will enable
groups to take full advantage of the
cathedral. This project will also
provide a centre for evangelism for
the cathedral, seeking to educate
people in the Christian faith and
providing the necessary facilities
for retreats and study days. The
parish and local community will
benefit too, as the building will be
available for group hire and events.

Arts and Crafts exhibition
Rita McCoy, a member
of the Ceredigion Guild
of Weavers, Spinner
and Dyers, gave a
demonstration of
spinning wools at
St Michael’s, Eglwysfach,
over the August Bank
Holiday weekend.
The exhibition was
supported by residents
of Ysgubor y Coed, and
others connected with
the parish
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Team Teddy going for gold:
exhibition and parachute jump
For the past year, teddies in south Pembrokeshire have been in strict training
for the big sporting event of 2012. Sarah Geach explains

T

HEy then came together over
the August Bank Holiday
weekend for an exhibition in St
Mary’s Church, Begelly, to raise
funds for the Church Tower Appeal
and Plant Dewi.
The Exhibition was made
up of at least 25 different sports,
including winter sports. Some
teddies brought their boats and
sledges, whilst others competed in
a specially built swimming pool,
out on the athletics track or in the
equestrian arena.
Some enjoyed a quiet game
of cricket or bowls, and others
were more energetic competing
in gymnastics, cycling, tennis,
badminton and beach volley ball.
On the Saturday afternoon, the
rain stayed away and the wind died
down, so that some brave teddies
were able to parachute from the
church tower. Some had a bit of a
bumpy landing and were cared for

Teddies Team Captain
by the in-house medical team, but
all received a medal and certificate
for taking part.
On Sunday morning there was
a family service at which all the
teddies present were blessed by

Revd Sarah Geach and the Team
Teddy Chaplain “Revd Edwina”!
Thanks to the efforts of Team
Teddy and their human friends, the
event raised a total of £700.

Plant Dewi celebrates 10th anniversary
An Olympic-torch-style candle, blessed by Bishop Wyn, will be passed around Plant Dewi’s
50 projects over the coming year until it returns to St Davids for a further service of celebration.
Sue Fletcher encourages readers to take part

P

LANT DEWI celebrated its
tenth anniversary on 15th July
at a special service in St Davids
Cathedral. Children, young people
and adults, supported by Plant
Dewi, took part in the family
service which was also attended by
project staff, the volunteers of the
Plant Dewi Charity Shop, members
of the Plant Dewi support groups,
fundraisers, members of the clergy
and representatives of the local
authorities.
To mark the occasion the
Bishop of St Davids blessed a
candle which will now be passed,
Olympic-torch-style, around the
50 projects which the Plant Dewi
team supports, before it returns to
the cathedral in one year’s time
for a further service of celebration. These projects include family
centres, family groups, parenting
groups, young parents’ groups,
young people’s groups, God 4 Kidz
and dads’ groups.
Plant Dewi will hold other
events during its year of celebration and these will include a grand
raffle, a bilingual concert and a
Christmas carol service. Anyone
who would like to attend any of
these events, or would like to
hold any other special fundraising
event on behalf of Plant Dewi, or
who would like further information should contact Sue Fletcher,
Project Manager, on 01267 221551
or at info@plantdewi.co.uk.
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Postcard from Thika
John Holdsworth, Executive Archdeacon in Cyprus and The
Gulf, recently joined 5,000 others for the consecration of Central
Africa’s largest cathedral in the 14-year-old diocese of Thika

N

OT long ago I had never heard
of Thika. I now know it to be
a large-ish town around an hour’s
drive north of Nairobi in Kenya.
The town gives its name to one
of the dioceses with which the
diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf is
twinned, and in July I represented
the diocese there at the consecration of its new cathedral.
The Diocese of Thika, created
from bits of two others, is just 14
years old. In that time it has opened
57 churches, built diocesan offices
and the administration to man
them, and built a bishop’s house.
One commentator has recently
said of Christianity in some parts of
Africa that it is a mile wide but only
an inch thick. I can certainly testify
to the width. The new cathedral is
the largest in Central Africa and seats
up to 3,000. On the day of consecration it was full, with a further 2,000
outside. The Mothers’ union was
catering with a hot meal for 2,500.
Two bulls had been slaughtered.
It is easy to dismiss such growth,
primarily because we decline to be
judged by it. Certainly, there are
differences between us and them.
Mostly these result from the fact
that they heard the Christian story
in a particular way from evangelical missionaries who gave them
specific tools with which to interpret
it. Also there are cultural differences
that enable them to express their
faith in a particular way. That is not
what we have to learn from them. I
am not African and do not have to
pretend to be in order to express my
faith. But I am not about to make the
mistake of thinking that Thika religion is formulaic and sentimental.
In fact it is deep as well as wide.
This church is set in a country where it is almost impossible,

The picture is of St David
against a background of St
Davids Cathedral as depicted
in a stained glass window at All
Saints Cathedral, Nairobi
as an ordinary person, to get a
hospital bed, where education
involves huge sacrifice, and where
at a whim of the markets (for, say,
coffee) whole communities can be
plunged into poverty.
Among the results, additional
to those we are familiar with, is an
increase in AIDS, consequent in the
increase in transactional sex as the
only way to put any food on the table.
This church roots its prayer and
worship in effective community
action: through the development of
microfinance schemes, training and
education programmes, healthcare
promotion, schools and orphanages. It’s amazing what you can do
when 10% of the congregation’s
income goes into the plate. Last
week the collection at All Saints
cathedral Nairobi was £20,000.
It was a great day. The six hour
service included many vibrant
cultural items. The highly symbolic
5,000 had a good time. All were,
and continue to be, well fed.

St Tudwal’s bells ring again

Ray Fellowes (left) and Ray Richards
Plant Dewi has gone from
strength to strength in the last ten
years. Working with over 2,200
people throughout south west
Wales, Plant Dewi is sustained by
an army of committed supporters
and volunteers in the parishes and

communities in St Davids Diocese.
Building on the experience of
these ten years Plant Dewi, where
families matter, looks forward to
continuing its work in strengthening families, nurturing children and
building communities.

R

ESTORATION work undertaken in the bell chamber and the tower
of St Tudwal’s Church, Llanstadwell, in 2011 enabled the two bells,
dated 1684, to be restored and re-hung this summer.
The restored bells were rung for the first time on 27th July as part of the
uK-wide “All the bells” event for the Olympics. Church members added
their own bells to the celebration, which was followed by bacon rolls for
breakfast in the churchyard.
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Golden moments
Diocesan Communications Officer David Hammond-Williams
reflects on his experience at the Olympic Games

I

T’s often said that sport is the
new religion. If there’s any truth
at all in that notion then I have just
spent a week in the mother church.
And even if there’s not, the Olympic stadium at the heart of the
London 2012 Games certainly had
its cathedralesque qualities.
I was there as a volunteer – a
Games Maker as we were called –
one of 70,000 chosen from 250,000
applicants to be part of what was,
cliché though it may be, genuinely
a once-in-a-lifetime experience.
And what an experience it was.
Having been assigned to Press
Operations, I expected to be stuck

in an office somewhere on the
fringe of the Olympic Park shuffling pieces of paper. Not a bit of it.
I was one of a dozen volunteers in the Mixed Zone, an area
designed to facilitate access to
athletes by the world’s press. It’s
the first place the athletes encounter once their event is over; where
those ‘How do you feel?’ type
questions were asked moments
after the medals were won – or lost.
Every competitor had to go
through the Mixed Zone. Our task
was to escort them and to ensure
that, for example, the correspondent from Reuters, Le Monde or

wherever got the chance of a quote
from the athlete of their choice.
Thus it was that I had a conversation with Jessica Ennis. “This
way please,” I said. “Thank you,”
she replied, smiling that winning

smile. Then, two days later, I found
myself shoulder to shoulder (well,
more like shoulder to elbow) with
usain Bolt as he provided giltedged quotes to the 500 reporters
hanging on his every word follow-

ing the 100 metres final.
Journalists can be a cynical
bunch. But athletes, generally, are
not. No prima donnas here, unlike
some sports I could mention.
Every athlete I encountered – some
global superstars – was at pains
to emphasise that they considered
themselves blessed, by the talent
they clearly possess but also by the
chance to compete for the ultimate
– Olympic – accolade.
And time and again, we learned
of the importance of faith in the
lives and deeds of these worldbeating runners, jumpers and
throwers from around the world.
So maybe sport is not the new
religion but merely a re-affirmation of the one that has endured
for longer, even, than the ancient
Greeks who started all this could
have imagined.

All the bells at Ysbyty Cynfyn

A

S widely reported in the
media,
ysbyty
Cynfyn
Church, near Aberystwyth, opened
its doors to more than 250 adults
and children on 27th July, to ring
in the Olympics. Parishioners were
delighted that so many people
arrived to participate in the hugely
enjoyable occasion, which began
with prayers for world peace, the
Olympics and the local community.
Delyth Morris-Jones was
moved to see a church full of
people saying the Lord’s Prayer in
reverence together, knowing that

some would either never or not for
a long time have been to church to
pray in this way. Memorably, one
participant commented afterwards
“I had thought I had forgotten the
prayer. I am so glad I remembered
it and could join in.”
The event also provided an
opportunity for outreach, with
service times and contact details
being given out to both local people
and visitors to the area.
The local community had
worked hard together to stage the
event, and breakfast, donated by

local businesses, was served in large
quantities to all the participants.
Delyth found the whole event
uplifting saying it showed how
much Christian fellowship and
sympathy there is in the area if it is
given the opportunity to show itself.
Plans are in hand to run more
such church and community led
events, including a Christmas Tree
Festival, which has already sparked
interest, and the parish looks
forward to welcoming Margaret Le
Grice as its new Priest in Charge in
September.

Gweinidogaeth Gymraeg yn Aberystwyth

Olympic rings!

Eglwys y Santes Fair Church in the parish of Aberystwyth was established to serve the needs of
Welsh speakers in the 1860s and continues that ministry to this day, giving a special welcome to
those, from all over the world, who come to Aberystwyth to the learn the language. Lyn Dafis reports

E

GLWyS y Santes Fair yw
cynulleidfa Gymraeg Plwyf
Aberystwyth. Adeiladwyd yr
eglwys yn yr 1860au yn arbennig
er mwyn gwasanaethu siaradwyr
Cymraeg yn y plwyf. Mae’r
eglwys yn dal i wneud hyn heddiw
trwy wasanaethau ar y Sul,
grwpiau astudio’r Beibl, ysgol Sul,
grŵp mam a phlentyn, clwb
ieuenctid a gweithgareddau eraill.
Pan gafodd yr adeilad ei
gysegru yn 1873 gwnaed hynny
gan Esgob Tyddewi ar y pryd, y
Gwir Barchedig Connop Thirwall.
Sais o Lundain oedd Thirwall a
ddysgodd Gymraeg ar adeg pan
nad oedd hynny’n beth arferol
na ffasiynol i’w wneud o gwbl.
Hyd heddiw estynnir croeso
arbennig i’r rhai sydd yn dysgu
Cymraeg i’r eglwys. Fel rhan o’r
croeso hynny darperir gwasanaeth cyfieithu ar y pryd mewn rhai
gwasanaethau. yn ogystal bydd yr
eglwys yn trefnu noson arbennig
i gyd-fynd â’r Cwrs Haf blynyddol a gynhelir ym Mhrifysgol
Aberystwyth bob mis Awst.

Siôn Meredith o Aberystwyth yn sgwrsio gydag Elizabeth o
Awstralia yn noson groeso i fyfyrwyr y Cwrs Haf yn Eglwys y
Santes Fair. (Llun: Lyn Dafis)
Mae’r Cwrs Haf yn gwrs
dwys o bedair wythnos ar gyfer
dysgwyr ar bob lefel ac mae’n
denu myfyrwyr o bedwar ban
byd. Eleni cynhaliwyd y noson
ddechrau Awst cafwyd cyfle i
ganu ambell emyn Cymraeg
cyfarwydd, datganiad ar y delyn,
gair o brofiad gan ddysgwr

llwyddiannus a chyfle i aelodau’r
eglwys a myfyrwyr i sgwrsio tros
baned a chacen. Ond nid dim ond
ar un noson yn unig y cafwyd
cwmni rhai o’r myfyrwyr. Roedd
hi’n hyfryd medru estyn croeso
pellach i nifer ohonynt wrth iddynt
ymuno mewn gwasanaethau
ar y Sul trwy gydol y mis.

Syd Smith, Celia Gardner, Jenny Jones and Peter Jones

O

N 27th July, parishes around the diocese participated in Martin Creed’s
work No 1197: all the bells in a country rung as quickly and as loudly
as possible for 3 minutes, to mark the opening of the Olympic Games.
At 8.12am, led by more than 40 tolls of Big Ben, Syd Smith, Peter Gardner
and Jenny Jones joined a group of 18 at All Saints’ Church, Llangorwen,
when bicycle bells, hand bells, cowbells, mobile phone rings and bells
which defy description were rung.
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Reflection

Remembering, perspective
and grounding
The Didache: A window on the
earliest Christians
By Thomas O’Loughlin
Publisher: SPCK 2010
ISBN: 978-0-281-05953-9
AS a historical religion, Christianity is a life of lived memories.
Not that it is reducible to mere
memory, we serve a risen Christ;
but so much of what we do and say
involves remembering. Remembering the life, death and resurrection
of Jesus, the lives of the prophets,
the apostles and the saints. We look
back to those who are our heroes
and examples, to liturgical practices and history altering events
like the councils and the reformation. But, because how and what
we remember informs how and
what we think and do, the changing nature of remembering means
that there is always a fluidity to our
thinking and our practice.
So this remembering requires
perspective, and it requires grounding if it isn’t to degenerate into
fantasy, hence the sermon, the
homily, our reading of scripture
and other early writers. We understand ourselves most truly when

we struggle to honestly understand
the past.
Professor O’Loughlin has
for many years focussed on the
implications of the way in which
Christians remember. In this short
introduction to the Didache, he
offers his readers a guide not only
to one of the earliest Christian
texts but also to this sort of honest
looking back to our forebears. In
examining ‘The Didache: The
Teaching of the Lord Given to the
Gentiles by the Twelve Apostles’

Compassionate Consciousness
Blue Sky God
The Evolution of Science and
Christianity
By Don MacGregor
Publisher: Circle Books
ISBN: 9781846949371
Price: £14.99
IN his wide-ranging, interesting
and very personal book, “Blue
Sky God” Don MacGregor, Parish
Priest at Fishguard, talks about the
nature of God, in what sense Jesus
can be said to be divine and what
spiritual practice might mean for
the healing and wholeness of individuals, communities and indeed,
the cosmos. He attempts to “move
on from . . . [the] way of thinking about the human-like God we
have created”, recognising that
“God may be unchanging, but our
understanding of God is not – it is
constantly evolving, maturing and
growing”. Don’s own understanding has evolved through his life’s
journey and it is this understanding
he seeks to explain with insights
borrowed from science and wider
spirituality. Quantum physics,
epigenetics and morphic fields are
discussed in chapters 1 to 4; chapters 5-7 cover Jesus, the kingdom
and salvation while chapter 8 looks
at the prayer of the heart and divinisation. The book concludes with
a discussion of religious language
and an overview of some current
spiritual traditions. Much of what
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he recommends, as he reminds
us, belongs squarely to traditional
mainstream Christian contemplative practice.
Don MacGregor stands in a
fine tradition. From the prologue
to the Fourth Gospel, in which
St John uses the Logos philosophy of the Greek speaking Jewish
theologian Philo to proclaim the
incarnation, the best theologians
have consciously used the frameworks of the philosophy and
science of their day to communicate and explore what the gospel
means for their own age. However
I see two problems with “Blue Sky
God”. Firstly, Don uses ideas not
accepted in the scientific community (for example, morphic fields

O’Loughlin challenges us to be
aware of how we read and why
we come to the conclusions we do;
whether about the early church,
or about ourselves. He presents a
picture of first century Christianity
that some will find culturally
foreign and challenging; but it is
only by living with the tension that
we can see our past and therefore
our present and our future more
clearly.
Tom O’Loughlin is Professor of Historical Theology at
Nottingham but in keeping with his
assertion that, “Theology is a part
of a community’s very life, rather
than some rarified activity of religious boffins or the handed-down
‘answers’ of religious leaders”.
This book is written in a style
which makes it hugely accessible
to a wider audience. Whether you
have an interest in the early church,
or whether you are someone with a
‘faith seeking understanding’, this
book will prove a treasure house.
You will find yourself swept off
to a distant time and place where
you will encounter people who,
although very different, are your
brothers and sisters.
– Revd Stephen Edwards

and the particular view of epigenetics he outlines) and fails to mention
that others are a cause of huge
debate, e.g. whether consciousness
does or does not make quantum
potentiality actual. Secondly, in
discussing the flaws of past religious language and reworking it,
he seems to imply that the ideas
contained in his book enable a
more accurate description of the
nature of God. “Compassionate
Consciousness” may or may not
be a better metaphor than we have
used up until now but, in common
with all our other God language, it
cannot describe the nature of God,
who always transcends human
speaking. Nevertheless, whether
you agree with him or not, this is
a brave attempt to address the vital
task of how to communicate the
Christian gospel in terms relevant
and appropriate to today.
– Revd Jo Penberthy

The whole people of
God are called
Caroline Mansell reflects on the Provincial Selection
Conference

R

EACHING the Church in
Wales Provincial Selection
Conference is a decisive step on
the possible road to ordination
for those who have been feeling
that inner pull, that nagging feeling that no matter how they serve
God, there is still more to give and
indeed more is being called for.
These people have been through
a long process of discernment,
some for many years, when their
faith and feelings have been challenged and guided by local clergy
and their congregations; by spiritual mentors; and finally by their
Diocesan Director of Ordinands
(DDO). The call to ordination has
been articulated and this vocation
has been confirmed by a local diocesan panel of five or so people,
which could be likened to a first
job interview in the secular world.
The Conference sits up to four
times year and brings together these
people from every diocese in Wales
and takes them on a high octane
journey of personal and spiritual
discovery. Its purpose is to select
people from this pool of candidates
who they believe are suitable for
ordination training and who show
signs of possessing the spiritual,
pastoral and leadership gifts which
are required for the ordained ministry. It is not a competition: there are
not places to be sought. All could
be selected or indeed none. It is the
opposite of the X Factor.
I arrived in a positive frame
of mind, determined to enjoy the
experience and hopeful of reaching a deeper understanding of my
faith through having my calling
further challenged. Ever mindful of
the expectations of my local parish
who had been incredibly supportive over the past few years, I did
my best to put their weighty hopes
behind me. The next few days was
about God and how I believed I
could best serve him.
Getting away from home and
parish and coming together with
people who had no expectations
from me, apart from being myself,
felt liberating, albeit a touch selfish: it was a chance to be “just me”

rather than Mum, Wife, Daughter,
Sister, Good Friend, Concerned
Neighbour. I was looking forward
to meeting others going through
the same sense of discernment;
people, who could share the joy,
hope and sometimes blind panic
that this brings.
We candidates soon formed a
friendly, encouraging team whose
mix of age, background and church
experience could not have been
more diverse. This led to lively
discussion and genuine interest in
each other’s experiences which had
led to this point. I was the oldest of
the group but felt comfortable with
this and I was heartened to meet
young, inspirational people making
this journey too – the future in good
hands.
There were five people on
the selection panel – three clergy
and two laity, whose role in the
main was to set tasks and then to
observe and to listen. However,
they also did a marvellous job of
encouraging, supporting and reaffirming that the whole people of
God are called, and the selectors’
special task, as guided by the Holy
Spirit, was to discern whether that
call is leading to ordination or not.
The conference was rightly underpinned with prayer, Eucharist and
worship, allowing the Spirit to
move and direct the candidates and
the selectors alike.
The conference took place in
Gladstone’s Library, Flintshire: a
marvellous place of heritage and
history which offers peace, retreat
and comfort to all who visit. Its
simple chapel was, for me, the focus
of the conference; the worship
which took place there allowed the
pieces of the day to come together
and the stresses melt away; this
was God’s work taking place, His
will being done. So while it was
undoubtedly a gruelling three days
of group exercises, written work,
and interviews, because all was
conducted within a framework of
love, hope and expectation, one
came away feeling spiritually refuelled and thankful, regardless of
the selectors’ final decision.

Global Fellowship
THE Anglican Communion Office has published its first ever Annual
Review that reports on its work for the Anglican Communion
during 2011. The ACO officially exists as the permanent secretariat for the Instruments of Communion: the Lambeth Conference,
the Primates’ Meeting and the Anglican Consultative Council. Staff
based in London and other parts of the world, however, do more
than people might imagine in support of the Anglican Communion.
To read the Annual Review online visit http://bit.ly/NoqODi
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Bleak symbolic landscape
Leaving the Reason Torn,
Re-thinking cross and
resurrection through
R S Thomas
By Alison Goodlad
Publisher: Shoving Leopard
ISBN: 9781905565184
£12.95
AS its title suggests, Alison Goodlad’s book offers the work of the
Welsh priest and poet R S Thomas
as means to a serious reconsideration of Christianity’s central tenets,
a project that may strike some
readers as risky. In a passage in his
autobiography (Neb), Thomas asks
what kind of God created a world in
which cruelty, suffering and death
are essential to its design. Faced
with “a mystery as awful as this,”
the possibility that God is beyond
the comprehension of “a mortal
being such as man” seems the only
refuge from an answer that might
be too terrifying to bear. Nevertheless, the poetry unflinchingly faces
some of the possible answers: God
can seem by turns absent, vindictive, uncaring, or weakly passive.
undeterred, Goodlad seeks to
claim Thomas for a sophisticated
catechesis. She likens his religious
verse to what Walter Brueggemann
called the Bible’s “counter-testimony”, the literature of protest and
anguish (Job, certain Psalms, for
example), a necessary corrective
to naïve triumphalism, and essential to the formation of a faith fully
engaged both with God and the
dissonant reality of human experience. To follow into Thomas’s via

negativa is said to bring his readers “into the disorientation of the
cross, . . . the scandal of Christ’s
suffering and rejection”, granting
the freedom to explore, to “take it
seriously” and perhaps find a new
orientation.
yet for Thomas himself, the
tension between faith and the “awful
mystery” was never resolved, though
the darkness could be lightened by
rare and brief moments of grace,
usually experienced as landscape
epiphanies. And for most readers,
the terrible uncertainties before
which the poet humbles himself
are not the most obvious place to
start when seeking the meaning
of cross and resurrection. This is
particularly so with reference to the
wilder shores of revisionist theology visited by Goodlad in search
of a context for the more extreme
positions adopted in the poems.

A quirky, but enjoyable, learning
experience for the younger generation
What’s in the Bible?
Publisher: Kingsway (Eden)
DVD Volumes 1-8 priced from
£7.99
MANy of us have our favourite
stories and can recall some verses
that mean something to us. We very
often, in Sunday Schools and children’s groups, teach the easy bits.
So how do children learn what’s
in the whole Bible and not just the
bits we tell them?
What’s in the Bible is a series
of DVDs that takes children from
Genesis right through to Revelation. Volume 8 in the series: Words
to Make Us Wise [Psalms, Proverbs & the Writings], is just out.
I bought the first in the series,
In the Beginning, as a Christmas
gift for one of my Sunday School
pupils. I asked her if she would
write a few sentences about the
DVD.
“I was given What’s in the
Bible with Buck Denver for Christmas. The Bible is explained using
lots of different puppets, they’re
really funny. My favourite character is Ian because he is very funny

and he likes ponies. I also like the
songs because they’re silly but
they still teach me about the Bible.
I would give the DVD 10 out of 10
and I’ve watched it lots and lots.
My little brother, who is 4, really
likes watching it as well. I would
tell anyone who wants to learn
about the bible to buy it.” Poppy,
aged 8.
In the Beginning teaches the
background to the Bible including who wrote each book and

Though shedding some oblique
light on important questions of
faith, the poems finally resist being
domesticated as theology. The
claim of Thomas to be a poet of
major importance lies elsewhere.
His themes (Wales, religion, nature)
give voice to the unaccommodated

man of our times, alienated spiritually, politically and culturally.
The bleak symbolic landscape of
the poems is not dissimilar to the
stage set for Becket’s Waiting for
Godot: “On a bare/Hill a bare tree
saddened/The sky”. That tree is a
major element in the metaphoric

language of these poems, evoking
both the world of nature to which
Thomas was so acutely sensitive,
and the place for “testing his faith/
On emptiness, nailing his questions/One by one to an untenanted
cross”. – Revd Peter Bement

Armenians were murdered by
the Turkish army. Here comparisons with Wales break down but
the author expresses pride at our
National Assembly’s formal recognition of the genocide and then
analyses the importance of recognising, and the dangers of denying,
crimes against humanity.
Patrick Thomas’s meditation
on the sufferings and extraordinary

resilience of the Armenian people is
suffused with an intense but utterly
unsentimental devotionalism underpinned by a sharp understanding
of international realpolitik. We are
left with a ‘heart-rending awareness of our human capacity for
inhumanity’ but even more with
the necessity of heroism, love and
hope. – Cynog Dafis

More than a collection of
traveller’s tales
From Carmarthen to
Karabagh: A Welsh
Discovery of Armenia
By Patrick Thomas
Publisher: Gwasg Carreg
Gwalch 2012
ISBN: 978-1-84527-366-8
Price: £7.50
THE title gives only a superficial
idea of this book’s theme, unless
one thinks hard about the true
meaning of ‘discovery’. Readers will soon realise that it is
infinitely more than a collection of
a traveller›s tales.
It is hard to believe that the
author first visited Armenia only
six years before the time of writing.
During that time he has steeped
himself in the history and culture
of that remarkable little country so
as to cultivate a profound empathy
with it and its people.
A historical prologue prepares
us for our own encounter with

Armenia in eight carefully-crafted
chapters. Each opens with a visit
to a place of historic-cultural
significance. Then follow three
stories, some legendary, others
factual, about Armenia. The
closing section draws out similarities between Wales and Armenia,
‘two small mountainous countries at either end of what was
once regarded as Christendom,’ in
which national identity and religion have been intertwined for
1500 years and more. But there’s
more to it than that. In comparing
the hymns of Ann Griffiths with the
prayer-poems of St Grigor Naretski, Speaking with God from the
Depths of the Heart (of which the
author, tellingly, makes daily use),
he identifies ‘a shared wavelength
that transcends barriers of space,
time and language’.
In one Armenian legend the
brutal Tamur the Lame’s intended
victims escape by being miracu-

when it was written, why there are
some books not in the Bible and
why it is split into Old and New
Testament. There are silly songs,
jokes and stories to entertain and
teach. The second volume takes
you through Genesis. Obviously
these can’t cover the entire Bible
in intricate detail and they aren’t
meant to take the place of Sunday
Schools, Messy Church, Toddler
groups or even replace a family’s
time together reading the Bible and
praying, but the DVDs can be an
important part of the development
of our children.
I long to see children excited
about the Gospel and enjoying a
relationship with Jesus. If Buck
Denver is helping to build our children’s faith then the DVDs have to
be worth the investment. Christmas
is just a few months away – these
make great presents!
DVDs available directly from
www.eden.co.uk or please feel free
to contact me at the Diocesan office
or by e-mail:
naomiwood@churchinwales.org.uk
– Naomi Wood

Contributions to
Pobl Dewi
luously transformed into doves.
This prompts a meditation about
the symbolism of doves in Morgan
Llwyd’s Llyfr y Tri Aderyn and the
sacramental poetry of Gwenallt. In
the chapter ‘Struggles’ the fifthcentury Vardan’s heroic resistance
to Persian oppression evokes
comparisons with Arthur and the
Welsh epic poem, Y Gododdin.
The final chapter gives a
harrowing account of the genocide in which over a million

We welcome articles of interest from readers and, in particular,
we would like to encourage submission of articles in Welsh.
Articles should be sent to the Managing Editor: Tessa Briggs,
editorpd@churchinwales.org.uk
or they can be posted to:
Pobl Dewi,
The Diocesan Office, Abergwili, Carmarthen SA31 2JG,
marked for the attention of ‘The Editor’

