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LORD Rowe-Beddoe, the 
Chairman of the Representa-

tive Body (RB), the organisation 
that administers the Church in 
Wales’ finances, summed up the 
current problems, “The financial 
situation of the Church in Wales 
is unlikely to improve over the 
next five years and will be unable 
to continue operating in the way 
it is doing at the moment. Never-
theless the objectives of the RB 
remain – to relieve financial pres-
sure on parishes and support 
mission and ministry.” 
 In reality it came as no 
surprise to anyone attending, that 
the Church’s costs are increas-
ing and its income is decreasing, 
even though the average giving 
is going up across the Province. 
We, like everyone else, are being 
affected by the worldwide finan-
cial crisis and falling interest rates 
which have combined to impact on 
investment income.
 The Representative Body 
report is not usually a major talking 
point among most Governing Body 
(GB) members but the comments 
that came from the Chairman of 
the Investment Committee, Mr 
John Roberts definitely packed a 

punch: “ . . . your fund is in pretty 
good shape – but we do not see a 
substantial uplift in the medium 
term. Meanwhile the costs of the 
Church rise inexorably. Something 
has to be done!” 
 The Church, like the secular 
world, is going to have to tighten 
its belt if we are to survive. For 
the past three years Bishop Wyn 

‘Something Must be Done!’
At the September meeting of the Governing Body of the Church in Wales, members 
were given a succinct and honest account of the state of the Church’s finances and 

future predictions. Paul Mackness reports

has asked that the budget for the 
Diocese be a standstill budget, in 
an effort to help parishes. It is no 
secret that many parishes are feel-
ing the financial pinch this year and 
are facing difficulties, with many 
now dipping into reserves. How 
long can this continue?
 This was part of the theme that 
emerged from the Membership and 

Finances report. In perhaps what 
was one of the most challenging 
reports we have heard for a long 
time GB members were told, “How 
do we organise ourselves for effec-
tive mission? Clearly the current 
system is not delivering now nor 
is it sustainable in the future. We 
need a root and branch review of 
the way we do things, avoiding the 
duplication of tasks, making the 
best use of resources, sharing skills 
and changing what does not work. 

There needs to be a change of atti-
tude, policy, practice, priorities, 
culture – a whole new approach.
 “We have deliberately cut 
clergy numbers to save money, 
while at the same time retaining 
the same structures and the same 
number of buildings. It is inevitable 
that clergy feel de-motivated when 
they service numerous congre-
gations without the opportunity 
to develop a strategy for growth. 
There is a perception of poor value 
for money. Fewer clergy spread 
more thinly are likely to be less 
effective and less likely to contrib-

Lord Rowe-Beddoe

Not all farmers attend church; not all churchgoers go to market. 
So this year’s diocesan harvest festival was probably a bit of an 
eye-opener for many of the 200 who gathered in the auction ring 
at Carmarthen mart for the service. Leaders of both communities 
joined together to celebrate the richness of our local produce, 
which was then sampled and enjoyed at the harvest supper. 
A collection raised £575 for the Royal Agricultural Benevolent 

Institution 

“Come ye thankful people come, 
raise the song of harvest home . . .”

Clearly the current 
system is not 

delivering now nor 
is it sustainable 

in the future

It is inevitable 
that clergy feel 

de-motivated when 
they service numerous 
congregations without 

the opportunity to 
develop a strategy 

for growth

ute to the growth of the churches.”
 It is interesting that the two 
people presenting that report were 
both lay people, Richard Jones, 
the Parish Resources Adviser for 
Llandaff Diocese, and Tracey 
White, Funding and Parish Support 
officer for St Asaph Diocese. 
 The questions posed dominated 
the rest of the the meeting. 
 Is it now time for change? Has 
the parish system run its course? 
What needs to change in order for 
us to go for growth? Do we have 
too many buildings and too few 
clergy? What about lay ministry? Is 
our ministry effective? The reality 
seems to be that if we want things 
to improve, and the church to grow 
and prosper in its mission and 
ministry in the 21st century, we are 
going to have to answer these and 
other questions, and have the desire 
to change. Then, of course, there is 
the question when? The Church is 
notoriously slow in these matters. 
However we cannot wait ten years 
for a committee or commission to 
report, there is an urgency about 
the state of the Church. As the RB 
report stated “Something must be 
done!”

GOOD question. And it was the 
question that Bishop Wyn put 

to delegates at the annual diocesan 
conference, and indeed to the whole 
of the St Davids diocese. And he 
wants answers. Our answers.
 “I want to hear your stories 
about what you think the Church is 
for, what God is doing in your part 
of the vineyard and how you are 
using history to draw out new hope 
for tomorrow,” he said. And during 
Lent next Spring, he plans to tour 
the diocese and listen to what we 
come up with.
 2020 is significant because it 
marks the centenary of disestab-
lishment of the Church In Wales. 
And the Bishop left conference in 
no doubt that what happens in the 

next hundred years will depend on 
what answers we come up with. 
His preferred starting point is the 
five marks of mission adopted at 
the 1990 Anglican Consultative 
Council (ACC) meeting, held in 
Wales, which were: (1) to proclaim 
the good news of the Kingdom, (2) 
to teach, baptise and nurture new 
members, (3) to respond to human 
need with loving service, (4) to 
seek to transform the unjust struc-
tures of society and (5) to safeguard 
the integrity of creation and sustain 
and renew the life of the earth.
 “I am asking all clergy and 
congregations to hold their mission 
and ministry up to the mirror of the 
five marks,” he said, “and to ques-
tion our approach to every aspect 

of our mission and ministry.”
 Not least among these are our 
buildings. “Many congregations 
may come to the awareness that 
they need to change and adapt 
their buildings in outreach, to share 
them with other Christian bodies, 
to use them in different ways or 
even take leave of them as we 
move forward in our Venture in 
Mission into the future”, Bishop 
Wyn said. “Our [Victorian] prede-
cessors responded to the challenge 
of expansion by building or restor-
ing churches. We need to respond 
to the challenge of focus, consoli-
dation and concentration.”

Between History & Hope: Where will 
the Church be in 2020?

continued on page 4
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JOHN HOLDSWORTH is a 
biblical scholar, practical theo-

logian, theological educator, and 
religious communicator whose 
reputation stands high well beyond 
the Diocese of St Davids. It is a 
significant testimony to the Church 
in Wales that it is now able to give 
such a resource to the Anglican 
Church in Cyprus.
 As theological educator, John 
served as Warden of St Michael’s 
College, Llandaff, for those crucial 
years between 1997 and 2003 
during which he transformed that 
institution to serve a wide spectrum 
of the theologically diverse Angli-
can Church in Wales, and beyond.
 As biblical scholar, John has 
done much to make contempo-
rary scholarship accessible to a 
new generation of students and to 
apply biblical insights both to the 
contemporary life of the Church 
and to current political concerns 
of the world. In this area his books 
include Dwelling in a Strange 
Land (2003), SCM Studyguide to 
the Old Testament (2005), Getting 
started with the Bible (2007), and 
Lies, Sex and Politicians: commu-
nicating the Old Testament in 
Contemporary Culture (2010).
 As communicator within the 
Church, John took a major role in 
developing the Church Times Study 
Guide series as a way of raising the 
level of the conversation between 
people in the pews and theologi-
cal scholarship. His five titles in 
the series are exemplary models of 
clarity and relevance: Prophets and 
Loss: exploring the Old Testament 

(2005); Faith under Fire: exploring 
1 Peter and Revelation (2006); The 
Same but Different: The synoptic 
gospels (2006); Here in the News: 
exploring how the Bible gets its 
message across (2006) and Yours 
Sincerely: exploring the letters of 
the New Testament (2007).
 Because of John’s scholar-
ship, clarity of expression, and 
originality in presentation, I 
was delighted that he agreed to 
contribute the volume Communi-
cation and the Gospel (2003) to my 
series designed for the university 
– validated Education for Disci-
pleship programme, ‘Exploring 
Faith’. John has now joined me as 
co-editor for the new SCM series 
called ‘Learning Church’, and is 

JOHN HOLDSWORTH is 
known to all the Diocese as 

Archdeacon of St Davids, but his 
“other job” has been the Vicar of 
Steynton and it is this role – “John 
the Man” – as seen from a parish 
and personal perspective that I 
offer here.
 When he joined the parish John 
was well aware that he was “a 
change”. He managed the change 
well by introducing new elements 
into worship and parish life that 
allowed an assessment of these 
initiatives to be made without 
comparison to the previous regime; 
in this way change was gradual 
but progressive and successful. 
He led and encouraged members 
of the congregation to use their 
talents for the benefit of the church 
with the reinforcing and raising 
of self esteem of those involved. 
This can be illustrated by some 
of the successful initiatives that 
have come to fruition on “John’s 
Watch”.
 Encouraging and supporting 
the ministry of the NSM curate and 
subsequent Associate Priest, the 
Lay Reader and of two Lay Eucha-
ristic assistants; establishing a choir 
and installing a computer projector 
and screen in permanent position 
in the church to provide innovation 
in the music used in worship. This 
combined with in-house paperless 
Family Services (with themed after 

A fond farewell
As Ven Dr John Holdsworth prepares to leave St Davids for 
Cyprus and the Gulf, Nigel Ford pays a personal tribute to the 
Archdeacon’s hard work, commitment and encouragement 
during his time as Vicar of Steynton 

service refreshment) has seen an 
increase in the number of young 
people who now regularly attend, 
and has met with a warm welcome 
from non-regular churchgoers who 
enjoy following the service without 
the need for a handful of books.
 Another aspect of his minis-
try in Steynton has been his 
commitment to active fellowship 
exemplified by his pilgrimages 
to Northern England (well the 
man must have some faults!), the 
Holy Land, and Syria, Jordan and 
Egypt. He has also overseen the 
refurbishment and change of use 
of the parish hall to the “Steynton 
Church and Community Hall”, a 
£170,000 project, while positively 
encouraging the wider community 
to become involved in its manage-
ment and use
 John’s wide range of inter-
ests, including cooking, wine, 
cricket, and music, have been put 
to good use in parish events and 
vicarage socials. He is an accom-
plished theologian and an excellent 
communicator and the parish has 
had the benefit of many a “crack-
ing” sermon, and, as an elder 
member of the congregation has 
noted, we will surely miss him and 
his teaching. I will miss my good 
friend, and wish him well for his 
continuing ministry in Cyprus and 
the Gulf.         

Scholar, Theologian, Educator 
and Communicator

Revd Canon Professor Leslie Francis, from Warwick Religions and Education Research Unit, looks 
forward to hearing how Ven Dr John Holdsworth’s intellectual energy will continue to resource the 

international Church from Cyprus

currently shaping the first volume 
in the series.
 John’s skills as a communicator 
are not restricted to the medium of 
print, as his long associations with 
radio and television testify. The 
recent DVD Renewable Energy 
produced for the Church in Wales 
provides a splendid example of 
how good news can be celebrated 
and become infectious.
 I await with interest now to see 
how the challenges and opportuni-
ties afforded by Cyprus take John’s 
intellectual energy in new direc-
tions and how John will continue 
to resource the wider international 
Church from his new location.

THREE groups have just begun 
Exploring in Faith. This is 

a course where a small group of 
people gather around someone 
training for an aspect of authorised 
ministry to support them in their 
learning. 
 This framework for Chris-
tian Discipleship is a course with 
six topics over a two year rolling 
programme suitable for “getting 
started” with the task of think-
ing about the Christian faith. The 
philosophy behind it is to help 
people in their formation as disci-
ples at levels suitable for each 
individual. (It is run in Local Educa-
tion Groups using books, prepared 
reading and discussion. Using what 
has been learned through reading 
and life experience, groups engage 
with each other by listening and 
discussion. This enables a growth 

Pilot groups begin

in understanding of discipleship.)
 With groups already in Brechfa, 
Hubberston and Johnston it looks 
as though more people will be 
training for ministry than was first 
envisaged. This is because other 
group members have sensed God’s 
call for them to serve the church in 
some way!
 Canon Dennis Wight, Direc-
tor of Ministry in the Diocese, is 
encouraged by this development. 
He said “It is likely that people 
training from next September for 
the Non Stipendiary Ordained 

Ministry, Reader Ministry, Evan-
gelists, Pioneer Ministry Pastoral 
Assistants and other authorised 
work will use this method of local 
training, but in conjunction with St 
Michaels Theological College and 
the Bangor Diocese”. “However”, 
he continued “As disciples, there 
is a hunger to understand the Bible 
and for a knowledge of things. 
Exploring Faith’s vision is for 
Christians to be pilgrims in their 
learning, taking seriously with 
their hearts and minds the call and 
life to discipleship”.

time they had taken to pursue their 
enquiries. “These enquiries have 
been thorough and exhaustive,  but 
I am aware of the strain this has 
placed on everyone,” he wrote.
 The findings of the inquiry 
will now be passed to the Disci-
plinary Tribunal of the Church in 
Wales. “While we are committed 
to following the Church in Wales 
procedures properly for the sake of 
all concerned, we are equally deter-
mined to keep those procedures 
moving,” wrote Bishop Wyn. 

A NEW pastoral letter from 
Bishop Wyn to the congrega-

tions in Llanarth and Glyn Aeron 
has revealed that investigations 
by police and social services into 
allegations against their vicar have 
been completed and that no further 
action is to be taken by either 
organisation.
 Revd Canon Chris Bolton stood 
aside from parish responsibilities 
in February while the investiga-
tions took place. And the Bishop 
repeated his sense of regret at the 

Llanarth: Bishop’s letter shows concern
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Appointments

Revd Rebecca (Becky) Davies, Priest in Charge of the West 
Preseli Group of Churches, licensed as Vicar of the West 
Preseli Group of Churches,
8 August 2010

Revd Huw Davies, Priest 
in Charge of the Parish of 
Llawhaden w Bletherston 
& Llanycefn & the United 
Benefice of Uzmaston,  
licensed as Vicar of the 
Parish of Llawhaden w 
Bletherston & Llanycefn & the 
United Benefice of Uzmaston, 
31 October 2010

Harri Williams, Assistant 
Curate in the new United 
Parish of Haverfordwest,
26 June 2010

Revd Ann Howells, Vicar 
of Llanilar w Rhostie & 
Llangwyryfon w Llanfihangel 
Lledrod & Llanwnnws, serving 
as Incumbent of the Parish of 
Llandybie, 
8 November 2010

Dafydd Jones, NS Assistant 
Curate in the Rectorial 
Benefice of Bro Teifi Sarn 
Helen, 26 June 2010

Gareth Reid, Assistant 
Curate in the Rectorial 
Benefice of Dewisland, 
26 June 2010

Revd John Powell, 
House for Duty Priest in 
Charge, Llangrannog w 
Llandysiliogogo w Penbryn, 
1 September 2010 

John-Daniel (J-D), 
Laurence Assistant Curate 
in the Rectorial Benefice of 
Aberystwyth, 8 August 2010

Michael Wheatley, NS 
Assistant Curate in the Parish 
of Burry Port & Pwll, 
26 June 2010

Revd Peter Ratcliffe, Curate, 
Rectorial Benefice of East 
Carmarthen, serving as Priest 
in Charge of Llanpumsaint 
w Llanllawddog, 30 October 
2010

Revd Dr John Gillibrand, 
Priest in Charge of Llangeler 
w Penboyr, licensed as Vicar 
of Llangeler w Penboyr, 
26 September 2010

I WRITE this with one week to 
go before leaving our home in 

Aberystwyth to start training for 
ordination in Cardiff. I thank God 
for the opportunity, and the excite-
ment that I feel at what lies ahead, 
but the smiley picture accompa-
nying this piece doesn’t tell of the 
uncertain process of getting to this 
juncture. 
 It has taken over ten years since 
first feeling a call from God to 
finally picking up the threads of the 
official process to ordination. But 
was it God’s call back then, or was 
it my own inclinations and fancies? 
It’s difficult to know. If I were to 
write about the past years in later 
life it might be valid (if trite) to say 
“I felt the call from God to pursue 
ordination and was led through a 
collection of life and work experi-
ences in preparation”. It has not felt 
like that at all.  
 The route through daily life 
and how to try and respond faith-
fully to God has been much more 
opaque. There have been moments 
of clarity and certainty, but just as 
many of confusion and doubt, not 
to mention indifference. However, 
through the ups and downs the 
thought that ‘maybe I should be a 
priest’ has kept returning, despite, 
at times, my efforts to bury it. 
Thankfully, one is not alone in the 
Church and others have helped me 
along the way, not least my vicar, 
Ian, and the St David’s Vocations 
Team, to whom I am very grateful.
 The main obstacle to pursu-
ing ordination earlier had been 

trying to discern what I felt God 
was prompting me towards. The 
vocation of priest is a very visi-
ble symbol of Christian service 
and one which, it seems to me, for 
various reasons can hide the vast 
breadth of vocations within the 
body of Christ.
 Because of my uncertainty 
about a calling to priesthood I 
decided to pursue my secular call-
ing of environmental work and 
moved from Sussex to Wales to 
take up a position at the Centre for 
Alternative Technology near Mach-
ynlleth in 2004. Only through the 
actions of trying to form a vocation 
from my ‘natural’ work trajectory 
have I felt increasingly certain that 
I should pursue ordination. But it’s 
taken years. 
 We’re all different and for many 
the path to discerning vocation is 
much more straightforward. I was 
asked to write a piece about my 
journey so thought it might be an 
opportunity to encourage any like 
me for whom trying to listen, and 
respond, to God is a very uncertain 
exercise. In my limited experi-
ence it takes time and patience, and 
forging through testing times. One 
is not ‘told’ what to do, however 
hard one prays, but rather you just 
have to make a decision in some 
uncertainty, and God’s guidance 
oftentimes comes as a gift after 
you have taken a step. In short, you 
need to have faith in God’s care of 
you. Obvious really, but somehow 
not so when you’re in the thick of 
it.

 

There is no alternative!
Marcus Zipperlen reflects on his move from alternative 

technology to ordination training

and family who continue to pray 
for us on this next step of our jour-
ney. We hope that you will become 
our new friends and family, and ask 
that you hold us in your prayers as 
we work together to care for and 
love the existing parishioners, 
and seek to assist in growing the 
Kingdom.
 As we sit here now, watching 

DAVID and I moved in just two 
days ago, and as we sit here 

surrounded by packing cases we 
already feel at home. This in part 
has been due to the tremendous 
welcome from local parishioners 
and the many gifts brought and left 
for us in the last couple of days, 
but also the wonderful blessing 
of being able to serve God in this 
beautiful country.
 We are very excited about the 
future that lies before us, having 

both trained with Church Army 
we are most definitely ‘mission 
shaped’ and look forward to taking 
part in the diocesan initiative 
‘Venturing in mission’.
 To be involved in the life of 

six churches and all of the people 
that live and work on this peninsula 
will be a challenge, an education, a 
time of growth, and a real blessing 
to us both. We have both previ-
ously been instrumental in setting 
up and running various projects, 
both within and outside the church, 
and, after a period of acclimatisa-
tion, will be reaching out to those 
who do not yet know the Christ we 
worship.
 We are unable to do any of 
this in our own strength, relying 
on God and His people that are 
already serving him in this place to 
guide and support us. 
 We have left behind us friends 

Greetings from 
Dale Vicarage!

Revd Linda and Captain David 
Evans have just arrived to take 
up their posts as a ‘couple in 
ministry’ in the diocese and 

already feel at home

the sun set over the sea, we are 
beginning to understand why our 
new home is often described as 
‘God’s Own Country’.

“Be joyful always; pray 
continually; give thanks in 
all circumstances, for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus.” – 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
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fore to be, as George put it, “a 
mission-shaped process of discov-
ery, not a church-shaped process 
of imposition.” There is a world of 
difference between doing church 
the way we always have, watch-
ing a smaller and smaller group of 
people being willing to “come to 
us”, and operating instead with a 
“go to them” mentality. 
  We were inspired to think 
outside the religious box, and come 
to terms with the inescapable fact 
that as “Christian memory” fades 
in our society, so does the “duty” of 
going to church. With the median 
size of a congregation in Wales at 
28 (across all denominations), it is 
clear that we cannot carry on as we 
are. At the clergy school we were 
encouraged to face this realisti-
cally, and be willing to meet people 
where they are, even if it means 
giving up our favourite ways of 
doing things.

HOW should we as a Church 
respond to the changes in 

culture around us? What if numbers 
dwindle to the point that no-one 
comes to church anymore? These 
questions were faced head-on by 
the clergy of St Davids Diocese 
at their 2010 Clergy School, held 
at Aberystwyth University, this 
summer.
 George Lings, a researcher for 
the Church Army and a former 
parish clergyman, spoke on the 
theme of “Wings to Fly: Intro-
ducing Fresh Expressions”. The 
Anglican initiative Fresh Expres-
sions is a form of church established 
primarily for the benefit of people 
in our changing culture who are 
not yet members of any church. 
This challenges us to seek innova-

Church in a Changing Culture
J-D Laurence, Curate in Aberystwyth, reports from this summer’s Clergy School

tive approaches that complement, 
rather than replace, the tradi-

tional. George shared some of his 
extensive theoretical and practi-

cal experience of pioneering ways 
of doing church, and we enjoyed 
watching DVD clips of working 
examples in various parts of the 
UK.
 At the heart of Fresh Expres-
sions is the recognition that God 
himself is a missionary God – 
after all, we could never know him 
unless he had sent his Son to us, 
taking on human form and living 
within a particular human culture. 
George highlighted the current 
tendency for people to belong to a 
community before being willing to 
commit to its beliefs, and we saw 
an example of a Liverpool commu-
nity that started simply by baking 
bread together. As the dough was 
kneaded and loaves baked, people 
who would never normally darken 
a church doorstep got to know 
each other and started telling their 
stories. This epitomises the desire 
of Fresh Expressions for churches 
to arise out of mission, and there-

THE Shrine of St David was 
a focus of pilgrimage in 

the Cathedral for several centu-
ries. Indeed, during the medieval 
period so great was its importance 
that two pilgrimages to St Davids 
were equal to one to Rome. The 
destruction of the shrine during the 
Reformation removed much of the 
wonderful ministry of pilgrimage 
and hospitality but pilgrims have 
continued to come to St Davids. 
The Dean stated in his speech that 
he wished to restore the shrine in 
order ‘to offer to the hundreds of 
thousands of people who visit this 
place an opportunity to learn about 

St David, about his message to the 
people of Wales, about his faith 
in God who is our creator and 
redeemer, to place pilgrimage back 
at the heart of our ministry here, so 
that through worship, prayer and 
thanksgiving we may build up the 
body of Christ.’ 

Restoration
The restoration of the shrine will 
involve five icons being commis-
sioned representing St David, St 
Patrick, St Andrew, St Non and St 
Justinian. The reliquaries currently 
located in Holy Trinity Chapel will 
be placed in the niches of the shrine 

and a new canopy will be installed 
with opportunities for pilgrims to 
light candles and offer prayers. 
 The Dean has appointed seven 
shrine guardians to assist in leading 
the appeal, alongside the Friends of 
the Cathedral. 
 The Revd Harri Williams, 
Secretary of the Friends and a 
Guardian of the Shrine, commented: 
‘This project is exciting because it 
offers the Cathedral and diocesan 
family an opportunity to respond 
to the challenge of the Dean to turn 
the 300,000 people who visit the 
Cathedral every year into pilgrims. 
This truly is an exciting missionary 
opportunity.’ 

True Pilgrimage
The first donation to the appeal 
was made by a mother and daugh-
ter who went on a pilgrimage from 
Swansea to St Davids. Gill and 
Clare Rabjohns walked more than 
100 miles and raised over £1,200 
for the shrine appeal – an exam-
ple of true pilgrimage in the 21st 
century. 
 Further details regarding the 
shrine appeal can be found on the 
Cathedral website 
www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk
or by calling the Deanery Office on 
01437 720202. 

St David’s Shrine 

On Saturday 11th September the Dean of the Cathedral, 
the Very Revd Jonathan Lean, launched an appeal to 

raise £150,000 to restore the Shrine of St David 

One area where the future seems 
assured is our 33 church schools, 
judging by the presentations made 
by three of them. 
 The Carmarthen Model School, 
Ysgol Penboyr and St Aidan’s, 
Wiston, all testified to the vibrancy 
and enthusiasm in their respective 
communities for education with a 
Christian face, in both words and 
song.
 Both Education Director 
Bryan Witt, with his box of tricks, 
and Schools Officer Jean Voyle 
Williams left the conference in 
no doubt about how they were 

adapting to the demands of a new 
century. And if these children 
represent the future of the church, 

Children from Ysgol Penboyr performing an Indian dance

continued from front page as they do, then it seems to be in 
good hands.

David Hammond-WilliamsAssured future?

Advent and 
Christmas 

services and 
events 
at the 

Cathedral
See page 14

Radio Wales 
Christmas 
morning 
service 
from St 

Michael’s, 
Aberystwyth
See page 15
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IN May the new Tory-Liberal 
Democrat coalition unveiled a 

“Big Society” programme intended 
to “take power away from politi-
cians and give it to the people”. The 
plans include introducing a national 
citizen service programme for 
16-year-olds, reforms to the plan-
ning system to give communities 
more control over developments, 
letting public sector workers form 
cooperatives and giving the public 
access to government data. Some 
civil servants will also be expected 
to get involved in community 
work, with community involve-
ment becoming “a key element of 
civil service staff appraisals”. 
 To encourage volunteering, the 
government will launch a national 
“Big Society Day”, but commenta-
tors have been questioning whether 
the ‘Big Society’ is a concept or 
simply a con. Others note that this 
is what church members already 
do! 
 Many local churches in Wales 
already contribute positively to the 
health and wellbeing of individuals 
and communities through clubs, 

groups, projects and classes which 
they run. Additionally, thousands 
of volunteers from our congrega-
tions lead and support community 
groups and social responsibil-
ity projects are organised by each 
diocese in disadvantaged areas.
 Perhaps the ‘Big Society’ is 
already here, but unappreciated. 
Time will tell whether or not:
• the concept is really a cover 

for getting things done on the 
cheap by volunteers.

• churches and other groups have 
the capacity or competence to 
do some of what is likely to fall 
into their collective lap.

 In May of this year I was 
appointed to the dual posts of Priest 
in Charge of Lampeter Velfrey 
with Princes Gate and Lland-
dewi Velfrey, and Diocesan Social 
Responsibility Officer (SRO). I 
came to these posts having spent 
4½ years working with substance 
misusers (alcohol and drugs) on 
the Drug Interventions Programme 
in Pembrokeshire, which provided 
me with valuable experience for 
my role as SRO.

 Apart from dressing up in silly 
costumes (!) the work of an SRO in 
St Davids Diocese has two distinct 
spheres:
1. Promoting and supporting Plant 

Dewi – the major delivery arm 
of diocesan social responsibil-
ity projects 

2. The wider brief of indentifying 
just how and where we could, 
or should, as a church be 
involved with society and its 
issues, and supporting existing 
and new initiatives to achieve 
this (including the environ-
ment and Fair Trade).

 As a part of this second sphere 
of work, the SRO is charged with 
trying to progress the diocese’s 
engagement with voluntary, public 
and private sector organisations, 
and to this end I have already had 
meetings with the Chief Executives 
of our county councils, as well as 
with West Wales’s MP’s and AM’s. 
From my discussions with them 
it is evident that the Big Society 
programme has yet to filter down to 
grass roots level. A recent speech, 
though, given by Baroness Warsi 

David Hammon wonders what ‘The Big Society’ will mean for us all and encourages us 
to do what we can in our communities. He also tells us a little about his appointment 
as Diocesan Social Responsibility Officer and invites anyone who’d like to know more 

to get in touch

Big Society or Big Con?

to a meeting of English Bishops 
should give us all great hope and 
confidence. In it she stated that, 
“The Coalition Government DOES 
do God”! In it, she insisted that the 
church would play a central role in 
the Big Society, a scheme where 
grassroots volunteers get involved 
in their local communities, remind-
ing us that we are ‘at the heart 
of society already and key to its 
future, and that this government 
will be on your side.” So now it’s 
really up to us where we go with 
our response to social issues in the 
name of Jesus Christ.
 I would be delighted to meet 

any group (Deanery, Parish, Moth-
ers’ Union) who would like to 
pursue this.

Contact me on 01834 861142: 
mobile 07971 102185; or e-mail 
revdavid.hammon@btinternet.com. 
 In the meantime, I leave you 
with a few questions:
 Are your buildings being fully 
utilised?
 Are your people making the 
most of their potential?
 Are you doing what you can to 
promote the social Gospel at a time 
when it’s needed more than ever? 

NIGHTLIGHT is a project 
whereby, every Saturday   

between 11pm and 3am, volun-
teers from different churches and 
chapels in Aberystwyth go out on 
the streets showing practical love 
and support to late night revel-
lers. There have been countless 
highlights over the past two years 
and we have really seen the Lord’s 
blessing on this project. 
 We have been steadily 
progressing towards the project 
becoming totally ecumenical. At 
present there are volunteers from 

six different churches and four 
different denominations across the 
town and we aim to build further 
links. We have also been build-
ing strong relationships with the 
police, the door staff, licensees and 
CCTV operators so that now we 
are all working together to make 
Aberystwyth a safer place to be at 
night.
 But, of course, the real high-
light has been our interaction 
with the people on the streets. 
We do not specifically “shove the 
gospel down people’s throats” 

Out on the streets at night
Aberystwyth’s NightLight project has been running for just over 
two years. Josh Maynard provides an update and reports on two 

new NightLight projects in the diocese

but if a conversation is initiated 
about spiritual things by a reveller, 
which they often are, then we will 
continue it. Topics have ranged 
from suffering, to relationships, the 
Pope, the Councils of Nicea, hell 
and all subjects in between. 
 As well as conversations with 
people we have also needed to give 
very practical help – we carry with 
us thermoses of tea, cups of water, 
first aid kits, thermal blankets, and 
flip-flops for girls who have inap-
propriate footwear!! We have, on 
several occasions, been the first on 
the scene of a fight, or when some-
one has been injured, and we have 
administered immediate first aid. 
On more than one occasion we 

have actually saved somebody’s 
life. God has always had us in the 
right place at the right time!
 We have recently had the joy of 
offering support in the setting up of 
two similar projects, one in Cardi-

gan which has recently launched, 
and one in Carmarthen which is 
set to launch shortly. We pray that 
these two projects will experience 
as much of God’s blessing as Aber-
ystwyth NightLight has. 

THE atrocious summer weather 
did not deter members of the Fami-
lies Together Groups from having 
a fun packed summer. The annual 
seaside trip was to Aberavon beach 
where the most intrepid parents and 
children enjoyed a dip in the sea, 
while the others built sandcastles. 
All agreed that the day had been 
great fun if not a little exhausting!

 Trips were also held to Margam 
Park and to the Carmarthenshire 
Family Centre Network Sports 
Day in Llanelli where the Families 
Together Groups lifted the Cup!
 During the last week of 
the holidays an outing to The 
Carmarthenshire Family Centre 
Network’s annual Family Fun 
Day in Pembrey Country Park was 

threatened by a forecast of heavy 
rain and Plant Dewi staff found 
themselves in a race against time to 
find a suitable wet-weather venue. 
Llanelli Town Council was quick 
to respond and, within twenty four 
hours, the event was transferred 
to the Selwyn Samuel Centre in 
the town. Speaking later, Revd 
David Hammon, St Davids Dioc-
esan Social Responsibility Officer, 
commented: “This is a marvellous 
example of community co-oper-
ation, which has enabled these 
families to have a great day out.”

Summer Fun
Despite the disappointing weather, Plant Dewi Families Together 

Groups made the most of the summer holidays
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AR y Sul olaf ym mis Medi, 
fuodd dathliad arbennig 

iawn yn Eglwys Sant Llawddog, 
gydag ymweliad gan yr Esgob 
Wyn. Mae safle’r Eglwys yn 
hynafol iawn, yn dyddio yn ôl i’r 
chweched canrif. Ar ddechrau y 
bedwaredd ganrif ar bymtheg, mi 
ail-adeiladwyd yn llwyr ar draul 
y Rheithor Thomas Beynon, ar y 
pryd yn Archddiacon Caerfyrd-
din. Pwrpas y dathliad oedd 
cofnodi y ddaucanmlwyddiant. 
 Achubwyd ar y cyfle i sefydlu 
y Parch. Ddr. John Gillibrand fel 
periglor plwyfi Penboyr a Llange-
ler. Mae Ddr. Gillibrand wedi 
gwasanaethu fel offeriad mewn 
gofal y ddau blwyf ers 2004. 

ON the last Sunday of Septem-
ber, there was a very special 

celebration at St Llawddog’s 
Church, Penboyr, marked by a 
visit from Bishop Wyn. The site of 
the Church is ancient, dating back 
to the 6th Century. At the begin-
ning of the 19th century, it was 
entirely rebuilt at the expense of 
the Rector, Thomas Beynon, who 
was also at the time Archdeacon of 
Carmarthen. It was this bicentenary 
which was being commemorated. 
The opportunity was also taken to 
induct the Revd Dr John Gillibrand 
as incumbent of the parishes of 
Penboyr and Llangeler. Dr. Gilli-
brand has served as priest in charge 
in the parishes since 2004. 

Bishop Wyn visits St Llawddog’s Church, Penboyr, to celebrate 
the bicentenary of the rebuilding of the church, which sits on a 
6th Century site. John Gillibrand thanks the whole community for 

making the day such a success

Dathliad daucanmlwyddiant

 “Yr wyf, yn awyddus i 
ddiolch o waelod calon i bobl 
Sant Llawddog am eu holl 
waith called wrth ymbaratoi at 
y gwasanaeth. Mi oedd yn dda 
i weld cefnogaeth ar y diwrnod 
gan y pump eglwys yn y fywoli-
aeth,” meddai’r Ddr. Gillibrand,
Mi oedd yr eglwys dan ei sang. 
Mi gafwyd eitemau cerddorol 
gan y ffermwyr ifanc a chan 
cor Ysgol Penboyr sydd yn 
Ysgol Wirfoddol yr Eglwys. 
 Ar ôl y gwasanaeth, darpar-
wyd dê rhagorol yn Neuadd yr 
Eglwys: cyfle i aelodau’r Eglwys a 
chyfeillion o’r gymuned ehangach 
fwynhau cwmni eu gilydd ar 
ddiwrnod byth cofiadwy. 

ON 19th September 1910 a 
recently constructed mission 

room was opened on the outskirts 
of Aberystwyth. Built to serve the 
two small communities of Penpar-
cau and Southgate, it had the 
express purpose of reaching out 
to the growing population and to 
provide somewhere for Christians 
to worship locally.
 By 1921 the Mission Hall was 
being referred to as “Penparke 
Church” and in 1924 it was 
decided to officially dedicate the 
building as a “parish church”. And 
so it became “St Anne’s”. Over 
the years the church has continued 
to worship and serve in Penpar-
cau, where the population has 
constantly increased.
 For the first 60 years St Anne’s 
was mostly served by curates from 
St Michael’s church in town. Then, 
in 1969, the Rectorial Benefice 
of Aberystwyth came into being 
and, for the first time in its history, 
a vicar was appointed to serve St 
Anne’s.
 In 1999 a new hall adjoining 
the church was completed, provid-
ing superb facilities for all kinds of 
events and meetings.
 Whether or not the move from 
Mission Church to Parish Church 
was a good one is still debated! 
But on 19th September this year 
Bishop Wyn, at a special centenary 

built with bricks signed by every-
one present as a reminder that we 
are living stones being built into 
a living temple today. The model 
was deliberately left unfinished to 
show that we are still a work in 
progress.
 And so we look ahead to the 
next 100 years. Our congrega-
tion is steadily growing and we 
are looking forward with hope and 
anticipation as we continue to build 
a community of faith and love that 
serves with sacrificial compas-
sion and continues to tell the Good 
News of Jesus to the people of 
Penparcau. 

Building blocks of Mission
Andy Herrick looks back over the past century, and ahead with hope and anticipation

celebration, re-commissioned the 
people of St Anne’s as a missionary 
congregation, restoring the original 
vision to be a church that serves the 
local community and reaches out to 
them with the Good News of Jesus.
 The church was packed for 
the service with people of all ages 
present. The service included the 
use of marker stones (as in Joshua 
4) to remind the congregation of 
God’s faithfulness and goodness, 
and to recall the great things that 
God has done over the generations. 
Gospels were given out as remind-
ers that we still proclaim the same 
gospel message today. And a Lego/
Duplo model of St Anne’s was 

ST MARY’S, Kidwelly is one of 
the finest parish churches in the 

Diocese. This ancient and historic 
former abbey has survived the 
ravages of time and been a place 
of prayer for centuries. Along with 
the magnificent castle, it dominates 
the skyline, and those who worship 
here are proud of it. Its crowning 
glory is the slender and beautifully 
proportioned spire which domi-
nates the centre of town and points 
heavenward, witnessing to the 
central place traditionally held by 
the Christian faith in this commu-

nity. Recently that spire has been 
surrounded by scaffolding as work 
is being carried out to repair and 
restore it.
 Almost two years ago we 
launched a new organisation, The 
Friends of St Mary’s, Kidwelly, to 
help us contact people connected 
with the church and to give people 
a means of staying in contact with 
a church they love. Since then the 
Friends’ Committee has been busy 
contacting old Friends and build-
ing up the membership. We have 
arranged special events to raise 

We Need All the Friends We Can Get
Restoration and repair work to the spire of St Mary’s, Kidwelly, is under way. Hugh James reports 

on progress and invites readers, their friends and families to help out

money for the church including 
a concert by the Swansea Accor-
dion Orchestra last July and the 
Pontardulais Town Band in Octo-
ber. In the Summer we presented a 
cheque for £1,000 to the Church’s 
£400,000 Tower Appeal.
 We still have a long way to go 
in contacting our old Friends and 
making new Friends. Perhaps you 
could help us, by showing this arti-
cle to anyone you know connected 
with Kidwelly. You could look at 
our church website, 

www.stmaryskidwelly.org.uk
and from the Friends of St Mary’s 
page you can download the appli-
cation form to become a Friend of 
St Mary’s Kidwelly. Or you could 
e-mail me for more information at 
hugh@stmaryskidwelly.org 

Dr Gillibrand said “I want to thank 
the people of St Llawddog for all 
their hard work preparing for the 
service. It was good to see the 
support on the day from the five 
churches in the living.”
 The Church was packed to 
capacity. There were musical items 
both from the young farmers and 
from the choir of Penboyr school 
which is a Voluntary Aided Church 
school. 
 After the service an excellent 
tea was provided in the Church 
Hall – an opportunity for Church 
members and friends from the 
wider community to enjoy fellow-
ship on a special day which will be 
long remembered. 

Bicentennial
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to Costain, poured in oceans of 
paint and other materials at heav-
ily discounted rates. As a result, the 
value of materials contributed is 
nearly four times the money spent.
 A representative committee 
was formed, including such bodies 
as the Pembrokeshire Association 
of Voluntary Services, and with 
careful transparency they whit-
tled down the initial applications 
to a shortlist of 20 projects. These 
included repainting several village 
halls, a youth centre seeking a new 
kitchen to offer cookery lessons, 
another youth centre which wanted 
to fit out a container to create a bike 
workshop, and patching a leaking 
roof for an amateur boxing club 
that does marvellous work among 
young people in Carmarthenshire.
 Many of the applicants were 
asking not just for materials but 
for volunteers, especially when 
specific skills were required or the 
organisers were largely of an age 
when excessive physical exertion 
might lead to a ride in an ambu-
lance. So the call has gone out for 
folk to help lift, carry, paint, plaster 
and plumb.

THE High Sheriff of Dyfed, 
David Pryse Lloyd, has gone 

MAD. Clad in a cocked hat, 
sword and calf-hugging tights, 
he’s encouraging everyone else in 
Pembrokeshire, Carmarthenshire 
and Ceredigion to do the same. No, 
not to dress up in the costume tradi-
tional to his office, but to Go Make 
A Difference to their community by 
supporting worthwhile voluntary 
causes.
 Raising money for charity 
has been the main aim of a High 
Sheriff ever since he shed responsi-
bility for dispensing justice centuries 
ago. But the current office holder 
realised he could achieve far more 
for charitable works by hitching up 
community spirit to the engine of 
local business and industry.
 The immediate response from 
big business was enthusiastic: con-
struction company Costain, South 
Hook LNG and Milford Haven 
Port Authority put £6,500 into the 
kitty. Perhaps even more impor-
tant, though, has been the leverage 
their involvement has inspired. 
Davies Builders’ Merchants in 
Whitland, for instance, suppliers 

High Sheriff goes MAD
Chaplain Jonathan Copus reveals the truth behind the rumours

TWENTY THREE years ago I 
left my post as Deputy Head 

at a Cheshire school, to work with 
children, look after animals and live 
on a farm in my favourite place, 
St Davids. A dream come true for 
someone who spent his childhood 
on a farm, had a honeymoon in St 
Davids and loves teaching.
 Each day on Treginnis Farm 
is different, and behind the vari-
ety lies a rigid timetable dictated 
by weather and the needs of staff, 
children and animals. Starting at 
7.30am and ending at 7pm, my day 
is divided between farm work with 
children and administrative tasks.
 Every morning, irrespective of 
children being with me, the first 
job is milking the goats. For thirty 
weeks of the year I will have a group 
of ten or twelve children to help 
feed and learn to milk. Breakfast is 
followed by a session with another 
group of children, on a farm task 
or working with the horses. This 
session ends around 11am when we 
all go for a drink and a biscuit. I am 
then left to do office work, and the 
children – between 30 and 40 – stay 
with their teachers.
 After a hearty lunch, chil-
dren and teachers are ready for 
the afternoon tasks – mucking 
out, gardening or anything else 
that needs doing. Another drink 
precedes the final work for two 
of the three working groups when 
further stock work is done. The 
‘late shift’ starts at 6pm when the 
goats are milked by the third group 
of children.
 The days sound long but 
usually fly by. The weeks seem to 
fly by, too. As one school group 
leaves at 8.30am on a Friday, they 
are replaced at 2.30pm by another. 

In 1976 Farms for City children was founded by the 
Children’s author Michael Morpurgo and his wife 
Clare. Three farms have now been established. 
Groups of children from all over England and Wales 
spend a week working with the farmers milking cows 
and goats, feeding pigs, poultry, calves, sheep and 
caring for horses and donkeys. The days start early 
and finish late. Children gain self esteem, the ability to 
take responsibility, have pride in what they do, work 
cooperatively, and learn self control. A week of Muck 
and Magic gives first hand experience of life and their 
world. A life-enhancing experience and a dream come 
true for Treginnis Farm Manager, Mike Plant, who is 
also Associate Priest at the Cathedral

Excited and eager children, 
between the ages of 8 and 11, ready 
to gain from a week of ‘Muck and 
Magic’.
 Teaching is a very special job 
which can and does change lives. 
My life is enhanced by seeing how 
the unique experiences I share with 
the children give them self esteem, 
a sense of ownership, knowledge, 
pleasure in success and encourage 
team building.

 This approach has yielded two 
invaluable insights. First, involv-
ing business and industry produces 
benefits out of all proportion to 
the monetary input alone. And 
secondly, tapping into that deep 
well of neighbourhood goodwill 

achieves incalculable returns – in 
restored facilities, renewed lives 
and reinvigorated communities.
 If you would like to be part 
of this exciting venture, follow 
the High Sheriff’s lead and Go 
MAD. Visit www.go-MAD.org.uk, 

or contact Co-ordinator Maureen 
Prentice via 
Maureen@go-MAD.org.uk 
or telephone 01834 891534.
 It could be the sanest thing 
you’ve ever done.

Milford Haven youth worker Nick Hudd unloads shelving for his new bike workshop 
with Dyfed High Sheriff David Pryse Lloyd

 Sunday is my day off and I 
exchange overalls for a dog collar! 
As the Associate Priest I celebrate 
at the Cathedral and help in the 
Benefice when needed. 
 If anyone who would like to 
come and see our work at Tregin-
nis, wishes to learn more or help 
with our fund raising, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me on 01437 
720840. 

Muck and Magic

FINAL DATE
for articles for the

March edition of Pobl Dewi
is 18th February 2011

PARISHIONERS of Manordeifi 
Old Parish Church, near Cardi-

gan, staged a Flower Festival, on 
the theme of ‘Hymns’, from 1st 
to 4th October. Despite the atro-
cious weather, the event was well 
attended with the many visitors 
taking their time and enjoying the 
display at their leisure. 
 Pictured is the arrangement 

‘Cwm Rhondda’

‘Cwm Rhondda’  placed in front 
of one of the two fireplaces which 
were incorporated into the church 
when it was built, to ensure the 
families were kept warm during the 
services. The church, dating back 
to the middle of the 13th century, 
stands on a site which was proba-
bly first occupied by a consecrated 
building as early as 550-650AD.  



The Walk gathers outside 
St Mary’s Church, Tenby, 
for a commissioning service 
on Saturday 18 September. 
Among other church leaders, 
the Archdeacon of Cardigan, 
Will Strange heard promises 
from the walkers and church 
ministers to pray for each 
other and support the Mission 
to this part of Pembrokeshire.

Throughout the Mission 
the team wore distinctive 
sweatshirts, with the Taith 
Dewi Sant/Walk St David logo 
on the front and footprints 
on the back. They hoped 
that wearing these would be 
an opportunity for curious 
onlookers to ask questions 
and, in that way, hear the 
good news of Jesus Christ
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Week 1: Carmarthen and South Pembrokeshire
In the course of the first week the team attended 3 church 
services, 5 Harvest suppers and 3 school assemblies; they made 
over 1,000 house calls and conducted 500 faith surveys and 
distributed 200 faith booklets; they went line dancing, talked to 
people in local pubs and joined in acting out the story of Joseph 
and his brothers during a Saturday morning Messy Church, later 
watching a film and joining in a discussion. 

The churches of Carew Benefice and Pennar Community 
Baptist Church, Pembroke Dock, worked in partnership during 
this week’s Mission.

Walkers Pam and Mark meet the people from Manorbier group of 
churches, hosted by St Florence.

380 evangelists during Walk Saint 
David were spread over 34 mission 
centres across nearly three quar-
ters of the diocese. The majority of 
homes were visited and household-
ers were offered the opportunity 
to participate in a Personal Beliefs 
Survey. The final question, ‘If you 
could know God personally would 
you be interested?’ was one that 
created an opportunity for valuable 
conversations.

 Most of the pubs, schools and 
care homes also received visits 
from the teams. There were many 
very creative programmes includ-
ing a Ladies’ Pamper night, a 
Fifa10 evening for the lads and 
Hot Potatoes events. Gigs with 
Steph MacCloud, a converted 
alcoholic from Glasgow, and Paul 
Woodman, an escape artist from 
Southampton, were a crowd-puller 
on the streets and added an extra 

dimension to the team distributing 
free low energy light bulbs with a 
sticker saying ‘Jesus is the Light of 
the World’. 
 Wherever people assembled 
the teams attempted to make an 
impact with sketch board talks, 
harp music, singing groups and 
healing prayer teams, even the 
management of Morrisons in Aber-
ystwyth permitted a group to set up 
their stall in the foyer and conduct 

Stuart Bell summarises the three-week mission
their survey with shoppers as they 
passed by.
 The concluding Grand Finale 
in the University Arts Hall at Aber-
ystwyth had an audience of more 
than 500 listening to the Male 
Voice Choir, interviews with local 
people who have recently come 
to faith and an address by Daniel 
Cozens, the founder of the Walk 
Missions.
 This was just like the Acts of 

the Apostles come to life, with 
Christians doing what the Gospels 
command and taking the message 
of Jesus into the public arena. 
 Now the congregations have 
the task of holding in the new 
people who made a commitment to 
Christ, and those who have come 
into contact with the church for the 
first time. Alpha courses are being 
started across the diocese, together 
with other nurture groups. 

Judy and George spoke in 
the morning assembly at 
Pennar Community School, 
Pembroke Dock. To the 
amusement of the children 
they used a candle to explain 
that Jesus is the light of the 
world. No matter how many 
times the candle was blown 
out it kept lighting again!

Week 2: West and North 
Pembrokeshire
The launch service for the second week’s Mission was held at 
the Cathedral on 25th September. During the service, Revd John 
Welsby, on behalf of the local taskforce, welcomed the Walk St 
David Team as they joined churches, chapels and other Christian 
Fellowships throughout Pembrokeshire to work in the area. 

One of the best entertainment events you’ve been to . . .

‘Working with other churches 
and chapels is definitely 

something we want to build on’



Pobl Dewi, November 2010      9

Week 3: Ceredigion
The launch service for Walk St David in Ceredigion was held at Cardigan’s Prince Charles Quay on 
Saturday 2nd October

In front of a crowd of more than 90 people, The Mayor welcomed the team to Haverfordwest. It was 
fitting that Mrs Mary Campbell, whose relatives were among the first inhabitants of Haverfordwest 

900 years ago, should bring prayers of Blessing to the town

A group gathers after Praise in the Park at Merlin’s Bridge in 
Pembrokeshire

Team member Kate talks to a member of the public in Aberystwyth
Archdeacon Will Strange speaking at the final service held in St Michael’s Church, Aberystwyth, 

on 10th October

Roger speaks to a Men’s Breakfast event at the Castle Rooms, 
Aberystwyth

Taking a break at St Davids
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THE church at Haroldston, in 
Western Pembrokeshire, was 

probably founded way back in 
the sixth or seventh century by 
one of the enigmatic early Chris-
tian saints known as Madoc. There 
was a confusion of Madocs and 
this particular one is known as St 
Madoc of Ferns. According to my 
research he may have been born 
as early as 498, although another 
source puts his birth year at 558! 
Most agree that he was born to 
noble and royal parents and had 
roots in Ireland. All sources concur, 
however, that he was a good and 
kindly man, giving his food and 
clothes away to the poor and going 
on to become Bishop of Ferns in 
South East Ireland.
 Madoc spent time studying 
with St David in Pembrokeshire 
and it is probably during this time 
that he founded a small cell in 
Haroldston West. It is likely that 

A sense of peace and 
beauty

In a new series looking at the lives of the early Christians, 
Mary Baker considers St Madoc of Ferns and the church he 

founded in Haroldston West

the earliest church would have 
been a small wooden building or 
maybe even a stone beehive-type 
structure.
 The church there today is a 
Celtic-style Victorian structure, 
sitting squat and welcoming, above 
the glorious sands below at Broad-
haven. The height of the churchyard 
and the shape of the original Llan 
indicate the antiquity of the site.
 Entering the church one sees 
beautifully made embroidered 
bookmarks for sale and is struck 
by the care, attention and love that 
has been worked into these items. 
It brings to mind the early saints 
and the great care and attention 
that were lavished on the writing, 
illuminating and illustrating of the 
gospels.
 I wonder how Madoc spent his 
time in and around Haroldston? 
Did he quietly contemplate or walk 
for miles around the cliff tops? 

Would he have been alone or did 
he have followers? If there were 
followers, were they welcome or 
was he just trying to be at one with 
his God and his world?
 There is a stained glass window 
in the church that portrays St 
Madoc wearing a simple brown 
robe carrying a bell and a staff. He 
has a kindly, bearded face and I like 
to think of him welcoming local 
people and sharing his beliefs and 
thoughts.
 Visitors to this wonderful place 
today will surely take away with 
them a sense of peace and simple 
beauty that would have been recog-
nised by Madoc himself.

Mary Baker runs 
Archaeotours, taking visitors 
from around the world to 
ancient sites in West Wales  
www.archaeotours.co.uk

Walsingham Pilgrimage 2010
Following the way of the Stations of the Cross through the 
beautiful gardens of the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham, 
with readings, prayers and hymns, brings home to the heart of 
Christians the emotional and spiritual impact of Christ’s sacrificial 
gift to everyone. Pilgrims old and new returned to their parishes 
inspired and refreshed

My Churchyard and 
Community

NEARLY 200 people took 
part in this, the fourth year’s 

competition, with entries from 
Pembrokeshire, Carmarthenshire 
and the Diocese of Bukavu, Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo, 
which is forging strong links with 
St Davids. Entries were divided by 
age between group and individual 
work and those with a special liter-
ary or research content. 
 Outstanding among the group 
winners were the 3-7 year olds of 
Llangwm VC Primary school, the 
7-11 year old Young Fishers group 
from St Illtyd’s Church Pembrey. 
In the 12-18 years category St 
Issells 1st Guides group from 
Saundersfoot were the winners 
and, in the adult section, the Visu-

ally Impaired Persons Drama 
Group from Milford Haven took 
1st prize with their audio play.
 Individual prizes in the 3-7 
age group all go to pupils at Llan-
ychllwyddog School and in the 
older age groups the competition 
was dominated by some excellent 
entries from Bukavu, including 
some exquisite embroidery. But 
Little Newcastle Sunday School 
took first Prize in the Literary 
section for an outstanding piece of 

research on their churchyard and 
community.
 Winners were presented with 
their prizes by the Right Reverend 
Wyn Evans at St Davids Cathedral 
on 24th June at 10 am.
 The judges included the Revd 
Canon Dorrien Davies, Canon in 
Residence of St Davids Cathedral; 
Angharad Williams, Education 
officer for the Royal Commission 
on the Ancient and Historic Monu-
ments in Wales; Christine Willison, 
Art Officer for Pembrokeshire; 
Lucy Hall, Education Officer 
at Oriel y Parc; Anthony Taylor 
and Nona Rees, librarian of the 
Cathedral.

The Saints and Stones 2010 Competition attracted entries from far and wide
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Very Revd Dr Vahan Hovhanessian (far right) with, from left, 
Revd Canon Patrick Thomas and the Very Revd Jonathan Lean

THE Armenian Apostolic 
Church traces its origins back 

to the missions of St Thaddeus 
and St Bartholomew, two of Jesus’ 
apostles. In 301, through the self-
sacrificial witness of St Gregory 
the Illuminator, Armenia became 
the first nation to recognise Chris-
tianity as its official religion. Since 
then Christian belief and Arme-
nian identity have been closely 
intertwined. The heroic Armenian 
martyr St Vardan Mamikonian 
declared, “For us our faith is not 
a garment we can take off. It is as 
much a part of us as the colour of our 
skins.” Over the centuries Armeni-
ans have been subject to repeated 
religious persecution, massacres, 
deportations, earthquakes and ulti-
mately genocide. Only their faith in 

Christ has enabled them to survive.
 The Very Reverend Dr Vahan 
Hovhanessian became Primate of 
the Armenian Apostolic Church in 
the United Kingdom earlier this 
year. He was born in Baghdad, 
where his grandparents had fled 
from the genocide that took place 
in Turkish Armenia during the First 
World War. From there Fr Vahan 
emigrated to the United States. He 
trained for the priesthood, choos-
ing to become a celibate monk 
rather than a married parish priest. 
A distinguished academic, he was 
appointed Dean of St Nersess 
Armenian Theological Seminary 
in New York. His books include a 
fascinating study of the apocryphal 
Third Letter to the Corinthians. 
 Since coming to Britain, Fr 

Vahan has paid careful attention 
to the more far-flung Armenian 
communities, and has discovered 
a particular affinity with Wales. 
He asked me if it would be possi-
ble for him to visit to St Davids, 
and through the kindness of Dean 
Jonathan Lean and Canon Resi-
dentiary Dorrien Davies this was 
arranged. Both Fr Vahan and Mr 
John Torosyan (the leader of the 
Armenian community in Cardiff) 
were overwhelmed by the wonder-
ful atmosphere of our Cathedral. 
They now hope to arrange a 
pilgrimage to St Davids by Arme-
nian Christians from Wales, the 
West Country and London. This 
will include a service of Vespers 
sung in Classical Armenian.
 St David is said to have drawn 

Courageous faith and 
powerful spirituality

Following a recent visit to St Davids, the Primate of the Armenian Apostolic Church looks forward to 
building a closer, modern-day relationship with our diocese. Patrick Thomas reports

much of his inspiration from the 
Christians of the East. If, as tradi-
tion claims, he visited Jerusalem, 
he would certainly have met Arme-
nian monks there. It is wonderful 
that, after so many centuries, 
we are once again establishing a 

close relationship with an ancient 
Oriental Orthodox Church, whose 
courageous faith and powerful 
spirituality have a great deal to 
teach us. 

THEY didn’t ‘Bust’ (Pobl Dewi, 
July 2010), well not much, and 

the three vintage cars which left 
Pembrokeshire on a pilgrimage run 
to Santiago de Compostela on 23rd 
September returned home on 8th 
October having accomplished their 
mission.
 The trip was not without prob-
lems. Miss Daisy, a 1934 Austin 7 
Tourer, had her dynamo fail even 
before leaving the UK, but owner 
Pam Hunt had put a battery charger 
on board along with loads of spare 
parts and she was able to complete 
the journey by having the battery 
charged every night.
 The Lady, a 1931 Model A 
Ford, also had dynamo problems 
but her owner, Mike Dingley 
Jones, was able to make repairs 
to complete the journey.  A 1938 
Austin Seven Special also strug-
gled up into the Picos Mountains 

with a faulty petrol pump.
 “It was the most exhilarating 
drive,” said Pam Hunt. “We were 
climbing through mountain passes 
up to 1,000 feet higher than Snow-
don. But the scenery, and finally 
reaching the cathedral, made the 
whole trip worthwhile. We had a 
bit of trouble with the cathedral 
security guards when we tried to 
see the Archbishop to give him the 
letter from Bishop Wyn. But once 
we showed them the Seal of St 
David, which Bishop Wyn had also 
given us to ‘ease our path’, they let 
us through. I am so proud of Miss 
Daisy, well all of the cars actu-
ally. They were asked to complete 
a journey far in excess of anything 
their designers had planned for 
them back in the 1920s.”
 The cars completed a round 
trip of just under 1,500 miles in 13 
days.

Mission Accomplished

Three vintage cars, pictured in front of St James’s 
Cathedral, Obradoiro Square, Santiago de Compostela, 

make a 1,500 mile pilgrimage

The Vanishing Vane

AT the end of October, the 
cockerel from the top of 

the tower of St Peter’s Church in 
Carmarthen was stolen. Likely to 
have happened at night, the scaf-
folding would have provided 
ample opportunity for whoever did 
this to scale the fifteenth century 
tower, which is currently under-
going a £40K renovation. It was 
originally thought that the flood-
lighting had been knocked out by 
the thieves, but it now appears that 
the lights had fused and that the 
darkness may have encouraged 
them to climb the scaffolding.
 One of the tallest buildings in 
Carmarthen and the oldest build-
ing still in its original usage, the 
tower does, indeed, tower over 
much of the town, looking down 
onto the new Debenhams complex 
and across some of the newest 
developments.
 The scaffolding had been 
secured adequately and appropriate 
measures taken to deter climb-
ers – but this clearly had no effect 
on the thieves. Once at the top of 
the tower, there is a pyramid roof 
in the central space, which rises 
seven feet above the tower, and 
the weather vane rises another five 
foot on which the copper cockerel 
sat. The Reverend Leigh Rich-
ardson, Rector of St Peter’s said, 
“To remove the cockerel from its 
swivel fixing would have taken 
two people to lift it off, and possi-
bly another to hand it to, so we’re 
looking at a concerted and planned 
effort to remove it, rather than an 
off-the-cuff prank.” 
 “It’s a pity that people have felt 
the need to do this – it’s not worth 

anything as scrap – not being of 
bronze or precious metal – but it 
was over a hundred years old and 
there has been a cockerel on top 

of St Peter’s since the first illus-
trations of the town. It features on 
John Speed’s map of 1610 and also 
on Buck’s drawing of 1740 and has 
been in every photo of the church 
since photography was invented. 
The re-rendering and limewashing 
of the tower only ten years after it 
was last done is an expensive, but 
necessary, job – the theft of the 
cockerel is an annoyance we could 
well do without.”
 Reverend Leigh has offered 
an amnesty to anyone who has 
taken the cockerel, if they bring it 
back undamaged, “we won’t press 
charges – it was quite an impres-
sive feat to remove it, but we would 
like it back in one piece before the 
scaffolding comes down. It would 
be great to find it somewhere safe 
in the churchyard or in the grounds 
of the Rectory in the next week or 
so.”

Leigh Richardson offers an amnesty to the thieves who stole the 
cockerel weather vane from St Peter’s Church, Carmarthen
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Here we come a carolling

On 16th October, about 30 singers gathered for the latest in 
the RSCM West Wales ‘Eat, Meet and Sing’ events. Under the 
direction of Simon Pearce, Assistant Cathedral Organist, the 
assembled choristers were introduced to a variety of Advent 
pieces which they could take away and use in their own services

Eat, Meet and Sing

A new sequence of Christmas 
Carols, described as 
‘immediately singable and 
attractive’, for upper voices 
and piano has just been 
published by the Royal 
School of Church Music. 
Nowell! 

Nowell! is a collection of 
ten carols by Malcolm Archer, 
drawing mostly on mediaeval 
texts, and is well suited for 
school and church youth 
choirs, for concert or even 
liturgical performance  

During a recent Sunday morning service, a presentation was 
made to Leah Maclachlan to mark her retirement, after 65 years’ 
unbroken service, as one of the organists at St Illtyd’s Church, 
Penbre. On behalf of the church the Vicar, Revd Fr Dewi 
Davies, thanked Leah for her commitment and faithfulness and 

presented her with a mantle clock and a basket of flowers

Penbre Organist’s Retirement

Rehearsals get under way for the RSCM Area Choirs’ Festival 
Service held at St Davids Cathedral on 25th September. The 
choir was directed by Simon Pearce, Assistant Cathedral 
Organist. During the service Gold, Bishop’s and Dean’s Awards 
were presented to successful choristers from Canticum Novum 

and St Davids Cathedral

RSCM  Choirs Festival

THE Royal School of Church 
Music project to support 

under-resourced parishes in west 
Wales is off to a seasonal start.
 The project aims to provide a 
selection of hymns which churches 
with no organist or choir can down-
load from the diocesan website 
and play in during their worship. 
Contributing musicians range from 
the Cathedral Choir to groups of 
singers in country churches.
 The honour of starting the 
musical ball rolling goes to Saint 
Cledwyn’s Singers, based in Efail-
wen, Carmarthenshire, with a 

selection of popular Christmas 
carols. There’s a choice of down-
loads from the website including: 
accompaniment only, choir plus 
accompaniment, and words and 

sheet music which can be freely 
photocopied.
 It’s not too late to volunteer 
your choir for the main recording 
sessions: contact Jonathan Copus 
at revjc@dentron.co.uk.
www.stdavidsdiocese.org.uk:

The diocese is looking for a volunteer 

WEBMASTER 
to oversee the management of the 

DIOCESAN WEBSITE.
If you can help and would like to join an 

ENTHUSIASTIC TEAM
call DAVID HAMMOND-WILLIAMS

01792 869309 for more details

Pictured are committee 
members of the former 
Castlemartin Rural Deanery 
Support Group holding copies 
of their recent publication 
Recipes and Ramblings, 
generously sponsored by 
Chevron, which has, so far, 
raised £1,300 for Plant Dewi. 
Copies cost £2.50 and are 
available from the Plant 
Dewi Shop, 21 King Street, 
Carmarthen. 
Tel: 01267 238408 
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ADVENT is a great time for 
looking forward hopefully, 
and I’ve been doing quite 

a lot of that recently in anticipa-
tion of my move to a new post in 
Cyprus. Inevitably, such a kind of 
looking forward is accompanied by 
reflection on the past. For me, that 
means asking what my experience 
as Archdeacon of St Davids taught 
me, and, specifically, what it has 
taught me about developing church 
life and helping churches grow.
 My recent reflections on that 
theme have begun with asking, 
why do churches fail? Lots of 
people are asking that question in 
the hope of finding some magic 
panacea that will reverse the appar-
ent trend of decline. I simply offer 
three personal observations.
 First: it seems to me that far 
too many congregations simply 

accept their church as a ‘given’ – 
something that was always there 
and always will be. When you’re 
in a landscape like ours, with any 
number of small churches often 
dating in their foundation to the 
sixth century, it’s easy to see why 
that should be, but it’s a dangerous 
assumption. Much better in many 
ways, to live with Archbishop 
Carey’s warning that the church 
is only ever one generation away 
from extinction. 
 Not only are we complacent 
about the ‘given-ness’ of the church 
but we also make the assumption, 
quite wrongly, that other people 
know and understand what the 
church is for.
 The result is that we have 
largely given up on the task of 
explaining the church to others, 
and even worse, given up on the 

theological task of explaining to 
ourselves what the church is for and 
why we go. It is the responsibility 
of the church in each generation 
to bring the tradition of church 
to life in a way that highlights its 
relevance and purpose in the lives 
of its members in this age, and 
presents its attractiveness to those 
who do not come. Unfortunately 
this means espousing attitudes of 
growth, movement, development 
and change. Only dead things do 
not do that.
 Second, allied to the above, 
we seem to have lost interest in, or 
at worst given up completely on, 
those who do not come. The obvi-
ous success of schemes like Back 
to Church Sunday have failed to 
persuade us that people need to 
have opportunity and permission 
to relate to the church and that the 

church needs to take the initiative 
in that. I suspect that part of the 
problem here is that far too few of 
us can remember why we come to 
church at all, and so we can hardly 
explain the church to others in a 
persuasive way. Certainly anything 
that comes close to a belief, rarely 
appears in any list of ‘what’s best 
about my church’.
 My third observation is that 
far too many of our churches 
have become completely detached 
from their communities. That, 
after all, is the main reason for 
the parish system: to have local 
bases for offering service. All too 
often churches have become more 
like clubs with any idea of serv-
ice functioning as some kind of 
benefit of membership rather than 
something that members offer to 
others. The responses I sometimes 

hear when discussing the social 
and community use of buildings 
make it clear that many churches 
have not grasped that. Recently I 
visited a country church which on 
the face of it was doing quite well. 
However, in conversation with the 
wardens, it transpired that most 
of the congregation came from 
outside the village and relation-
ships with the villagers were few.
 If this sounds depressing or 
negative, it isn’t meant to. Realism 
is the first stage of recovery, and 
all the resources are there to repair 
these particular faults. 
 In the old prayer book, the 
Advent readings begin with the 
cleansing of the temple before 
outlining the resources of scripture 
and ministry that are needed in the 
new temple. But above all, in Bibli-
cal terms, we need a new heart – or, 
as we might say nowadays, we need 
a change of culture in the church. 
And perhaps, in the months to come, 
the five marks of mission as outlined 
by Bishop Wyn at this year’s Dioce-
san Conference (see front page) may 
not be a bad place to start.

Archdeacon John Holdsworth, in an ‘end of term’ reflection, leaves us with the thought that we need a dose of 
realism to make our churches relevant in the 21st century

OR should that read, CAN I 
come in? I am sure that most 

readers have tried to visit a church 
only to find it locked and know how 
frustrating this can be. I have found 
one church that has a noticeboard 
on the outside saying ‘for times 
of services see list in the porch’ – 
which is itself locked. Another has 
a chain and padlock on the gate, in 
quite a few situations you are just 
unable to find the way in and many 
say the key may be obtained from 
someone. However, visitors often 
want to slip in quietly and do not 
want to travel all round the houses 
in order to be able to do so. If I, as 
a Christian, find this very discour-
aging, what message does it give to 
those who may be seeking some-
thing more in life?
 At the St Davids Archdea-
con’s charge, John Holdsworth 
reminded us that the first of the 

five marks of mission approved by 
the worldwide Anglican Church is 
‘To proclaim the Good News of 
the Kingdom’. How do we do this 
if people are unable to even come 
into our buildings?
 In Fishguard we have been 
encouraged to make the church 
more inviting by doing quite small 
things which have cost virtually 
nothing, amongst which is a new 
visitor’s book with a very simple 
loose leaf binder, but which has a 
large section where visitors may 

‘Please may I come in?’
Val Wakeman implores us to open up our churches 

and make them inviting places

Contributions to Pobl Dewi
We welcome articles of interest 
from readers and, in particu-
lar, we would like to encourage 
submission of articles in Welsh. 
Articles should be sent to the 
Managing Editor:  Tessa Briggs,
tessa@ygilan.net 
or they can be posted to:
Pobl Dewi,
The Diocesan Office
Abergwili
Carmarthen, SA31 2JG,
marked for the attention of
‘The Editor’

comment. During the 8 weeks that 
this has been in use 70 people have 
signed it and many stated that they 
came in to pray and how lovely it is 
to have a church open. 
 Revd Canon Stuart Bell tells 
of how, as a young man, he went 
into a church on five consecutive 
evenings on his own and how, at 
the end, he came out a Christian! 
Yes, I know there are thieves and 
vandals out there but most of us 
live in very rural surroundings and 
surely our mission to those outside 
the church is the most impor-
tant thing. Canterbury Diocese 
encourages churches to lock valu-
ables away when not in use and to 
replace items such as altar crosses 
with simple wooden ones.
 If your church is not open, I 
encourage you to open it, as you 
will meet many interesting people, 
and you do not know how God may 
use it. 
 I repeat my question – ‘Please 
may I come in?’ 

Must do better

Something to say

Reflection

MANY of our churches keep 
their doors firmly closed 

except for Sunday services and 
the occasional mid-week Eucha-
rist; a truly sad state of affairs 
which is explained or justified by 
many parishes as being for security 
reasons. 

Open Churches Day
I was pleased, therefore, that our 
Rector, the Revd Sarah Geach, 
and the PCC, at St Mary’s Church, 
Begelly, near Tenby, decided to 
respond positively to the Churches 
Tourism Network Wales (CTNW) 
initiative, which suggested that 
Saturday 18th September should be 
observed as a Open Churches Day. 
 I had volunteered to act as a 
guide or steward and soon after my 
arrival I found myself in conversa-
tion with a local historian who was 
writing a book about the coal mines 
that were flourishing in and around 
Begelly in the 19th century. He had 
come to verify some details relat-
ing to families and confirmed that 
the copies of our parish records, 
which he had been able to inspect, 
were of considerable help. 

13th century
Our church originates from the 
13th century, and although exten-
sively restored in the mid-1880’s, 
still retains many interesting 
features, all of which are recorded 
in a pamphlet compiled by Joan 

Thomas. I handed a copy of this 
history to two ladies who told 
me that one of them had owned 
a caravan on a site near Saun-
dersfoot for 20 years. They had 
attended services at St Elidyr in 
East Williamston, which is part of 
our Benefice, but had never been 
inside St Mary’s Church before 
and found it a warm and welcom-
ing place. 

Regular worshipper
Thirty six people signed the visitors’ 
book that day and I was particu-
larly fortunate that my co-steward 
was a young lady who had been 
born in the parish, baptised at St 
Mary’s, attended Sunday School 
and has been a regular worshipper 
since returning to the parish after 
studying at university. She is now 
our PCC secretary and her mother 
is one of our Churchwardens, as 
were her maternal grandfather and 
great grandfather before her. So 
who better to advise the next young 
lady who had entered the church on 
a mission to find the perfect venue 
for her wedding?

Security problem
I have resolved to join my fellow 
PCC members in finding an early 
solution to our security problem, 
so that in future our lovely church 
would be open for more of the 
people in our community to enjoy 
for much more of the time. 

Time well spent
Gordon James, from St Mary’s Church, Begelly, reflects on 

Open Churches Day
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ON 23rd June members of the 
diocese travelled to Lanca-

shire for the Annual General 
Meeting of the Mothers’ Union. 
On arrival we went to Blackburn 
Cathedral for the Celebration 
Eucharist, conducted by the Rt 
Revd Nicholas Reade. The address 
was given by the Rt Revd Ken 
Clarke, Bishop of Kilmare, Elphin 
and Ardagh and newly appointed 
Central Chaplain of the MU. He 
took as his text “Many waters 
cannot quench love, neither floods 
drown it” from the Song of Songs, 
saying that no matter the situation, 
love will overcome all difficulties. 
To illustrate the point he used the 
troubles in Northern Ireland, where 
love has helped to conquer preju-
dices, aid the healing process and 
lead to peace. We, as members 
of our congregations, should 

show and promote God’s love by 
putting aside our differences and 
prejudices.
 The meeting itself was held 
in Preston Guild Hall. Our World 
Wide President, Rosemary Kemp-
sall, welcomed everyone and 
reports were presented. The theme 
for 2010 has been ‘Relationships 
not Rules’ and it was also the 10th 
anniversary of the Parenting and 
Literacy Programme. The parent-
ing programme has gone from 
strength to strength and we had 
examples from around the dioceses 
about how they had started with 
parents of pre-school children 
and how those same children are 
now in their teens and some of the 

FR Dewi Davies, Vicar of St 
Illtyd's Church, Penbre, near 

Llanelli, recently conducted a serv-
ice of historical importance to the 
church when Bishop Wyn Evans 
dedicated an etched-glass vestry 
screen. The arch-shaped screen 
is a major work of art comprising 
five panes of etched glass depict-
ing a central celtic cross, with St 
David and St Illtyd on either side. 
The project, generously financed 
by Anthony and Joy Mathias, 
was designed and managed by 
John Davies, who was assisted by 
Hywel Davies and Llanelli artist, 

Ethne Phillips. Although Antho-
ny’s mother, Mrs Hilda Mathias, 
has since passed away at the age 
of 97, it was pleasing that she was 
able to share in the joy of her fami-
ly's gift to the church. 
 The bilingual inscription on the 
screen reads: Rhoddwyd y sgrin 
hon gan y Teulu Mathias o Heol y 
Lando yn arwydd o'u serch dwys 
tuag at Eglwys Illtud Sant.
 The screen was donated by the 
Mathias Family of Lando Road in 
token of their deep affection for St 
Illtyd's Church.

Dedication of Etched-Glass Screen

USPG: Films in Welsh
The USPG is now making films in Welsh about its work worldwide. 

These can be viewed on the Resources page of 
www.uspg.org.uk/resource.php?id=46, 

or ordered in DVD format by contacting enquiries@uspg.org.uk; 
Telephone 0845 2731701

Mothers’ Union AGM
The MU celebrates the 10th anniversary of its Parenting and 
Literacy Programme and hears news from home and abroad. 

Gwendoline James reports 

parents facilitators. Since its incep-
tion, 73,721 people in Burundi, 
Malawi and Sudan have joined a 
literary circle which will enable 
them to establish businesses and 
generate greater income using their 
literacy skills. It is hoped, in future, 
to extend the MU Literacy and 
Financial Education Programme 
to Sudan with the help of Comic 
Relief Funding.
 Our speaker for the after-
noon session was Mrs Margaret 
Sentamu, who continued the ’Rela-
tionships’ theme by telling us of 
her upbringing in Uganda, her 
arrival in Britain as a young bride 
and mother and her support of her 
husband in his parish work. She 
misses the parochial work, but is 
very much involved with the work 
of the Church in the Province of 
York.
 During our closing worship 
we were reminded that the 2011 
General Meeting will be held in 
Edinburgh on 9th June. If anyone 
from the diocese would like to join 
us please contact Brenda Evans, 
tel: 01554 890803. 

AMID the anticipation of 
Advent and the joy of Christ-

mas there are gifts to be bought for 
friends and family. Not always an 
easy task – what will it be this year? 
The USPG is suggesting we buy 
life-giving gifts which will support 
local churches across the Anglican 
Communion as they reach out in 
practical and life-changing ways to 

Gifts that bring help and hope
Seeking inspiration as Christmas approaches? 

Why not give gifts that show you care about changing the lives of others?

the communities they support.
 The USPG’s catalogue can be 
viewed at www.lifegivinggifts.org/
lgg10.pdf and the wide range of 
gifts includes £5 which will feed 
35 nursery school children for one 
day in Tanzania; £11 which will 
pay school fees for HIV-positive 
children in South Africa; £55 will 
pay for medicine for a Mission 

Hospital in Zambia; £193 which 
will support an ordinand’s tuition 
and accommodation at Codrington 
College in Barbados. In all there 
are about 30 gifts to choose from.
 Telelephone: 0845 273 1701 or 
020 7378 5678; Email: enquiries@
uspg.org.uk; or visit their website 
as shown above.

Sunday 28th November 
Advent Sunday
6.00pm – Advent Carol Service

Wednesday 8th December
7.30pm – Christmas Concert 
 by Cantorion Tyddewi

Friday 10th December
6.00pm – Ysgol Bro Dewi 
 Carol Service & Nativity

Tuesday 14th December
2.00 & 7.30pm – Ysgol Dewi  
 Sant Carol Services

Wednesday 15th December
11.00am – 14th Signal   
 Regiment Carol Service

Friday 17th December
5.00pm – Children’s Crib  
 Service

Saturday 18th December
7.30pm – Handel’s Messiah,
 by Candlelight, performed  
 by St Davids Cathedral  
 Festival Chorus &   
 Orchestra

Sunday 19th December
6.00pm – Choral Vespers with  
 Ceremony of Carols
 by Benjamin Britten

Wednesday 22nd December
7.00pm – Festival of Nine 
Lessons  & Carols

Friday 24th December

Christmas Eve
10.30pm – First Eucharist of  
 Christmas, 
 Procession & Blessing  
 of Crib

Saturday 25th December 
Christmas Day
8.00am – Holy Communion
9.30am – Cymun Bendigaid
9.30am – Parish Eucharist
11.15am – Choral Mattins

Sunday 26th December
10.30am – Benefice Eucharist  
 with Carols
6.00pm – Evening Prayer with  
 Carols and Readings  
 at the Crib

Saturday 1st January
2.15pm – New Year’s Day   
 Concert by the John S.  
 Davies Singers

Sunday 9th January
6.00pm – The Epiphany   
 Procession with Carols

For further information please contact the Deanery Office 
on  01437 720202 or info@stdavidscathedral.org.uk 
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OFCOM has published the 
details of a compensation 

package for users of licensed wire-
less microphone systems whose 
equipment may effectively be 
made redundant following changes 
to spectrum allocation due to take 
effect in 2012.
 This is likely to affect large 
churches and cathedrals currently 
using Channel 69, which tend to 
be those using four or more wire-
less microphones, or those in dense 
urban areas which have experi-
enced problems with interference 
in the use of unlicensed channels.
 Compensation of up to 55 per 
cent of the cost of replacement 
equipment, or modification costs 
up to the same amount, are likely 
to be available to such churches 
if they held a valid Channel 69 
licence during 2008. It is, however, 
vital that such churches regis-
ter with the scheme administrator 

Interference on the 
airwaves?

Churches may be able to claim compensation for microphone 
equipment which will become redundant following changes to 

the airwaves

between September and December 
this year, in order to be eligible for 
the compensation.
 For more details on how to 
register, visit http://stakehold-
ers.ofcom.org.uk/consultations/
pmse_funding/. Your PA installa-
tion company should also be able 
to help. 

The Vicar of Steynton, Ven John Holdsworth (centre), Vicar’s Warden David Phillips (left) and his 
grandson Thomas Phillips (right), cut the celebration cake

Refurbished Steynton church hall opens

THE list of parish contacts, 
comprised mostly of laity, was 

set up when the Communications 
Team wanted to provide infor-
mation about Catalyst directly to 
parishes. Recipients, unless they 
have requested otherwise, have 
continued to receive news and 
other items, by e-mail, on an occa-
sional basis, which it is hoped they 
find of interest.
 Information sent out includes 
details about forthcoming issues of 
Pobl Dewi, and, as e-mail recipi-
ents are the focal points for their 
parishes/communities, it is hoped 
they will seek out articles which 
can then be channelled back to me, 
as Managing Editor of the paper, 
for consideration. General guide-
lines for articles for Pobl Dewi 
are that they should be of no more 
than 400 words and accompanied 
by good quality photos wherever 
possible. Pictures with captions are 
also very welcome, and we would 
be particularly pleased to receive 
more items in Welsh. Articles can 
be sent in at any time and, if neces-
sary, will be held over until the 
following issue. Pobl Dewi contin-
ues to be published three times a 
year, in March, July and Novem-
ber, and the 2011 schedule is shown 
below. This timetable is kept under 
review and many of you will have 
noticed that, with the encourag-
ing amount of material we have 
received recently, several issues 
have been extended from 12 to 16 

Keeping in Touch
Tessa Briggs, on behalf of St Davids Communications Team, has 
been in touch with a list of contacts in most parishes for several 
years. Recipients still have a central role to play in improving 

communications around the diocese

pages. The more we receive from 
parishes, the better, and we always 
do our best to accommodate every-
thing we are sent, although there is 
no guarantee of this.
 Other items sent out include the 
Bishop’s Christmas, Easter and St 
David’s Day messages, invitations 
to training days and information 
about the diocesan website (www.
stdavidsdiocese.org.uk), with a 
particular reminder that parishes 
can send in details about their own 
forthcoming events for possible 
uploading to the website. 
 It is hoped that recipients will 
disseminate the information they 
receive as far and wide as possi-
ble among congregations, parishes 
and communities. Anything which 
they receive via the mailing list 
may be used in their own parish 
newsletters, news sheets, displayed 
on notice boards and so on. Due 
to the timetable of mailings main-
tained by the diocesan office, those 
on the parish e-mail list will some-
times receive information before 
the clergy.
 So, if anyone would like to join 
the mailing list, or offer items for 
Pobl Dewi or the website, please 
get in touch with me:
tessa@ygilan.net
Schedule for Pobl Dewi in 2011

Copy  Deadline Out in Parishes
18 February  20 March 
17 June   17 July 
21 October  20 November 

Radio Wales 
Christmas morning 

service 
from St Michael’s, 

Aberystwyth
CHRISTMAS continues to 
awaken all kinds of spiritual 
responses in the human 
heart and this year St 
Michael’s, Aberystwyth is 
being given the opportunity 
to bring a message to the 
nation with Radio Wales 
on Christmas morning. 

The service will include 
traditional carols along 
with contemporary 
songs about the coming 
of the Christ Child. 

The broadcast is sched-
uled to start at 8 am.

CHRISTMAS and its celebra-
tions are a favourite time of 

the year in Wales, and there are 
many traditions connected with 
it. Before Christmas the tradition 
was to decorate homes with fresh 
mistletoe and holly; mistletoe to 
protect the home from evil and 
holly as a symbol of eternal life.

Y Nadolig (Christmas)
The custom in many parts of 
Wales was to attend a very early 
church service known as “Plygain” 
(daybreak), between 3am and 6am. 
Men gathered in rural churches 
to sing, mainly unaccompanied, 
three or four part harmony carols 
in a service that went on for three 
hours or so. The custom managed 
to survive in many country areas, 
and because of its simplicity and 
beauty is being revived in many 
others. After the service, a day of 
feasting and drinking would begin.

Gwyl San Steffan (St Stephens Day; 
Boxing Day – December 26th): 

The day after Christmas Day was 
celebrated in a way unique to 
Wales and included the tradition 
of “holly-beating” or “holming.” 
Young men and boys would beat 
the unprotected arms of young 
females with holly branches until 
they bled. In some areas it was the 
legs that were beaten. In others, it 
was the custom for the last person 
to get out of bed in the morning 
to be beaten with sprigs of holly. 
These customs died out before the 
end of the 19th century (luckily for 
the young girls and those who like 
a lie-in!)         © www.historic-uk.com

Christmas 
Traditions
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Book Reviews

Notices received

Disclaimer
Pobl Dewi and the diocese of St Davids take no 
responsibility, liability or share the views or opinions of any 
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Lies, Sex and Politicians, 
Communicating the Old 
Testament in Contemporary 
Culture
John Holdsworth, Archdeacon 
of St Davids
SCM Press, 2010
It’s a little daunting for someone 
once advised not to take RE for O 
Level to review a book by an Arch-
deacon who was once Principal of 
St Michael’s Theological College in 
Cardiff. Particularly when the book 
already carries plaudits from experts 
in the field, namely the Archbishop 
of Wales and the Bishop of Oxford. 
One glance at the title however, 
offers all the reassurance I should 
need – here’s a book, if ever there 
was one, out to flaunt its wares in 
public, unashamedly selling itself 
to the popular market and scream-
ing for attention from those of us 
whose theological education never 
got beyond colouring in ziggurats.
 Except that it’s all a cunning 
scam – the subtitle bashfully gives 
the game away and brings it crash-
ing down from the top shelf to settle 
somewhere else. Where exactly, is 
difficult to pinpoint. It was born, the 
Archdeacon tells us, out of a course 
for those training for ministry and 
it’s certainly scholarly enough to 
find a place on the college reading 
list. It’s been adjusted however, for 
people “bored with Bible study” 
and is just about accessible enough 
to make it to the bedside table of the 
keener members of the PCC. 
 The aim of the book is to whip 
up interest in the unfashionable Old 
Testament and show what relevance 
it has for our lives today by offering 
a different way of approaching it. 
We’re invited, for example, not to 
take passages of Genesis or Esther 
at face value but to consider the 
context in which they were written 
and the motivation of their authors. 
More than that, we’re encouraged 
to dig out what lessons or truths we 
can tweeze out of the stories from 
our own experience and to put them 
in a modern context. It’s ambitious 
and a big ask but once you get into 
it, it’s quite intriguing and before 
you know where you are you’re 
comparing Song of Songs with Sex 
and the City, seeing roundabouts 
decked with memorial flowers as 
temples, wondering how Judah 

would fare on the Oprah Show and 
digging into Proverbs for Eastend-
ers story lines.
 It’s a challenging ride but Holds-
worth keeps the tone refreshingly 
light and holds your hand most of 
the time. There’s also a welcome neat 
summary at the end of each chapter 
to rescue those who lose their way, 
along with useful suggestions for 
further study. Had RE been this capti-
vating in school I’d certainly have 
made more of an effort. 

– Anna Morrell, 
Archbishop of Wales’ 

 Media Officer

A View from the Edge: 
An Autobiography 
by Leslie Griffiths
Continuum: 2010
ISBN 9781441194299 
£18.99
Lord Griffiths of Burry Port 
is Superintendent Minister of 
Wesley’s Chapel in London and 
a working peer in the House of 
Lords. He is a former President 
of the Methodist Conference and 
writes and broadcasts regularly.
 His story begins in abject 
poverty in a small community 
known as the Backe; an industrial 
hinterland lodged between the rail-
way line and the harbour in 1940’s 
Burry Port. Thanks to the support of 
worshippers at the local Methodist 
Church, who enabled Griffiths to 
thrive in a grammar school educa-
tion, he became the youngest ever 
staff member at the University of 
Wales before the call to ordained 
ministry led him, via Cambridge, 
to Haiti to work amongst some of 
the poorest people on earth.
 At the height of the Duvalier 
dynasty’s power, he experienced 
Liberation theology before it had 
been articulated and was the biog-
rapher of Jean-Bertrand Aristide, 
the Roman Catholic priest and 
liberation theologian who became 
Haiti’s president. After his return to 
Britain, Griffiths became one of the 
very few people to have been elected 
President of the Methodist Confer-
ence while still a circuit minister. 
Tony Blair appointed him a working 
peer in the House of Lords. Princi-
pled and outspoken, Griffiths has a 
high media profile, is an impassioned 
ambassador for multiculturalism and 
does not shrink from controversy.

 Very recent conversations con-
cerning his possible conditional 
ordination to the Anglican priest-
hood by the Bishop of London as 
an attempt to push the ecumenical 
agenda in the context of Anglican 
and Methodist relations have fallen 
on stony ground in the Methodist 
Conference. Griffiths’ soul search-
ing, honesty and integrity about 
this issue, and so many others, 
within contemporary culture and 
politics make this a refreshingly 
inspiring and thought-provoking 
read.
 It was a privilege to interview 
Griffiths about his book at its 
second launch in the Town Hall, 
Burry Port on 16th September.

Paul Davies

Plant Dewi has one new 
English Christmas card 
design and 4 new bilingual 
designs for 2010. The 
greeting on all cards 
reads”Heddwch a Gorfoledd 
adeg y Nadolig/Peace and 
Joy at Christmas”. The cards 
are available either from the 
Plant Dewi office Tel: 01267 
221551 or from the Plant 
Dewi Shop at 21 King Street, 
Carmarthen. 
Order forms are available on 
the Plant Dewi website: 
www.plantdewi.org.uk.

Christmas cards from Plant Dewi

Concert in aid of St Michael’s Church, Troedyraur to be held at Holy 
Trinity Church, Newcastle Emlyn, on Sunday 5th December at 7pm. 
The artistes are Côr Crymych, Trystan Llŷr Griffiths (Tenor) who 
won the Under 25 Blue Riband competition at the 2009 National 
Eisteddfod, and Meirion Wynn Jones the organist of Brecon Cathe-
dral. Tickets are available by phoning 01239-851773/07811-126782, 
from 'Y Goleudy' Newcastle Emlyn, or on the door.

Gweddi Ddyddiol
O Foreol Weddi i Weddi’r 
Nos – diweddarwyd litwrgi’r 
eglwys ar gyfer gweddi ddyd-
diol am y tro cyntaf ers dros 
chwarter canrif gyda lawn-
sio llyfr gwasanaeth newydd.
Cynnwys Gweddi Ddyddiol 
fersiynau cyfoes o wasanaethau 
a gynhaliwyd yn feunyddiol gan 
Gristnogion ers cenedlaethau. 
Mae’n gwbl ddwyieithog, gyda’r 
Gymraeg a’r Saesneg yn wynebu’i 
gilydd, ac fe’i rhennir yn Foreol a 
Hwyrol Weddi, Gweddi’r Dydd a 
Gweddi’r Nos, a Llyfr y Salmau. 
Ef yw’r diweddaraf mewn cyfres 
o wasanaethau a adolygir gan yr 
Eglwys yng Nghymru ac y mae’n 
dilyn cyhoeddi Trefn ar gyfer 
y Cymun Bendigaid yn 2004. 
Cyhoeddir Gweddi Ddyddiol gan 
Canterbury Press. Ei bris yw £20. 
Gellir archebu copïau oddi wrth 
Adran Gyhoeddiadau’r Eglwys 

Daily Prayer
From Mattins to Compline – the 
church’s liturgy for daily prayer 
has been updated for the first time 
in a quarter of a century with the 
launch of a new service book.
 Daily Prayer contains contem-
porary versions of services which 
have been held by Christians every 
day for generations. Fully bilingual, 
with English and Welsh facing 
pages, it is divided into Morning 
and Evening Prayer, prayer during 
the day and Night Prayer, as well as 
all the Psalms. It is the latest in a 
series of services being revised by 
the Church in Wales and follows 
the publication of An Order for 
Holy Eucharist in 2004. 
 Daily Prayer is published by 
Canterbury Press, price £20. Copies 
can be ordered from the Church of 
Wales’ Publication Department and 
online at www.churchinwales.org.
uk/publications.

Archbishop Dr Barry Morgan 
and Very Revd Dr Richard 
Fenwick, Chairman of the 
Church’s Liturgical Commission, 

holding a copy of the book

yng Nghymru ac ar-lein ar 
www.churchinwales.org.
uk/publications.


