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FROM March this year, 
new legislation means 

many more people will be able 
to marry in the church of their 
choice. 
 Instead of having to meet 
archaic demands that one of the 
parties lives in a geographical 
parish, the rules have been brought 
up to date, and taken account of 
what people really want. Many 
people want to marry in a church 
they once attended, or where they 
were confirmed, or where their 
parents live or were themselves 

married. Now that will be possible. 
 The Act has the effect of bring-
ing Marriage Law in the Church in 
Wales into line with the Church of 
England. This it does by setting out 
a range of “qualifying connections” 
with a parish in which the marriage 
is to be solemnised (Section 2(3)). 
Someone with such a connection 
has the same right to be married in 
the parish church of that parish as 
in the parish church of the place in 
which he or she resides or which is 
his or her usual place of worship.
 This means that you have a 
qualifying connection with a parish 

in which you wish to get married if
• You were baptised or confirmed 

in the parish
• You or a parent have lived at 

any time in the parish for not 
less than six months

• You or a parent habitually 
attended public worship in 
the parish for not less than six 
months

• A parent or grandparent was 
married in the parish

Where any of these situations 
apply the individual will have the 
right to have Banns of Marriage 
called in the parish church where 

Thoroughly 
Modern 
Marriage

the marriage is to be solemnised.
 As with all legislation, how-
ever, there will arise issues of 
interpretation. What, for example, 
does “habitually attended public 
worship” mean?  Is, for example, 
attending once or twice a month 
enough, and who decides? Sections 
2(8) and (9) of the Act place a duty 
on the Minister to satisfy himself 
or herself that the person wishing 
to have the marriage solemnised 
has a qualifying connection. How 
can this be achieved in practice? 

Section 2(9) refers to the possi-
ble need for production of a legal 
document known as a statutory 
declaration.
 Only time will tell how the new 
legislation will work in practice, 
but this much is certain and that 
is that the law of Marriage in the 
Church in Wales has been modern-
ised, enabling more couples to 
be married in the church of their 
choice. 

Anthony Jenkins
Diocesan Registrar

Codi arian yn sir Benfro 
ar gyfer Haiti

Armed Forces Day events continued across Wales a week after Cardiff hosted the UK celebrations 
on 26th June. The Aberystwyth branch of the Royal British Legion staged a series of events and, on 
Sunday 4th July, serving men and women, veterans, cadets, friends and supporters paraded from 
Aberystwyth Town Hall to Holy Trinity Church for a service, led by Revd Ian Girling. The music was 

provided by Newtown Silver Band

Armed Forces Day
Armed Forces Day is a ‘celebration of the contributions, both past and present, of 

those who have served in the British Armed Forces.’

Dros yr wythnosau dwethaf mae’r plant Ysgol Sant Oswallt, 
Jeffreyston, wedi trefnu amryw o weithgareddau ar gyfer apel 
daeargryn Haiti ac yn dilyn gwasanaeth Cymun Bendigaid 
cyflwynwyd siec o £280 i Father Paul a fydd yn trosglwyddo’r 

siec i Gymorth Cristnogol

Over past weeks pupils of St Oswald’s School, Jeffreyston,have 
organised various fund raising activities for the Haiti Earthquake 
Appeal and following a Eucharist service a cheque for £280 was 

presented to Fr Paul, who will pass it on to Christian Aid
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AMIDST the turmoil of a busy 
day in the parish, it is easy to 

forget the underlying purpose of 
the work that has been done, and 
even to lose any sense of identity 
. . . although we need priests to be 
competent in their work, priest-
hood is bound up more with the 
person you are than with the work 
you do. (The Observer, Sunday 6th 
July 2008.)
 God calls men and women to 
be priests in the Church and every-
one should consider whether or not 
this is the sort of person they are 
called to be. Despite the inevitable 
trials and tribulations the ordained 
ministry remains an exciting, 
fulfilling, rewarding and meaning-
ful way of life. This is not to say 
that Priesthood is superior to any 
other way of being a Christian but 
simply that, as an indispensible 
part of the whole body of Christ, it 
is no less worthy of consideration 
than any of the other ways in which 
God calls us to be human beings. 
Perhaps, in part, it is this sort of 
misunderstanding, confusion and 
embarrassment over priestly voca-

Galwadcymru.org.uk
Vocationwales.org.uk

tion that has led to a situation in 
which fewer and fewer people are 
considering a call to  priesthood 
and in which some priests feel 
demoralised and lost.
 There is a clear need for 
unashamed encouragement. That 
is precisely why a small group of 
us, in conjunction with the Chap-
lains of the soon-to-be University 
of Trinity St David, are currently 
engaged in producing a website 
which intends to do just that.
 Do you have a story to tell 
in which the Church’s ministry, 
expressed through an individual 
priest, has made all the difference 
at a crucial point in your life? If so 
then you already have an example 
of why someone should consider 
whether or not they have a voca-
tion to be ordained.
 It’s our intention to collect a 
number of such testimonies, in  
video interviews, from people in 
our parishes and in the public eye 
and to put them on the Web for the 
mutual encouragement of us all but 
particularly for those who would 
not otherwise consider  life as a 

priest to be their calling. 
 Such encouragement can come 
from unexpected quarters. Will 
Hutton, for example, once wrote;
 Anglican priests are bulwarks 
for a cluster of values – toler-
ance, mutual respect, kindness, 
altruism, redemption – wherever 
they go in the communities they 
serve. I’ve never met one I did not 
respect enormously. In some social 
housing estates they are the only 
decent non-official figures people 
encounter.
 The Church can be encountered 
and vocation considered on the Web 
so we must have a presence there. 
The proposed website however can 
only ever be an additional means 
of support. An encounter with the 
Church should also be an encoun-
ter with the Incarnate, Crucified 
and Risen Christ through the 
priesthood of all believers. That is 
something for which there can be 
no substitute and is a calling that 
should engage us all. 

– Matthew Hill

‘HERE I AM SEND ME’ forms 
part of Isaiah’s commission in his 
prophecy (Is 6:8-9). In this passage 
the Lord asks: “Who will go for 
us?” I wonder if occasionally you, 
like me, have answered in response 
to that: “Here I am send him or her, 
anyone but me!” Well, this is not 

Here I am send me/
Dyma fi anfon fi

Dennis Wight, Diocesan Director of Ministry, reflects on the 
Church’s new vocations strategy

ST DAVID’S Lay Development 
Group invited Acorn Christian 

Listeners to lead a training day 
in Christian Listening for people 
in lay ministries from across the 
diocese. Held in Llandeilo Church 
in March, over 30 people enjoyed a 
valuable day honing their skills as 
good listeners. New skills and tech-
niques were shared to help people 
be better at listening to people and 
to God in their work within their 
parishes. Many thanks were given 
to the course leaders from Acorn 
for giving us such a good day.
 The Lay Development Group 
also took the opportunity that 
day to find out what other train-
ing people working in licensed 
lay ministry roles would find help-
ful. Accordingly, further training 
was provided for Worship Lead-
ers on 19th June at St Mary’s Old 
School Community Hall, Cardi-
gan. This day covered the “nuts 

resources and using the service 
slot.
 Later, in the autumn, Pastoral 
Assistants and Pastoral Eucharistic 

the time to be wobbly about the 
call of God. We are all called to 
be disciples; followers of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.
 The vocations strategy states 
that God is calling people to the 
ordained ministry and asks the 
question: “Is God calling you?” 

Lay Ministry Training
A successful day in Christian Listening encourages the Lay 

Development Group to plan more training days

and bolts” involved in leading 
worship, choosing hymns, lead-
ing intercessions, the use of media, 
presentation styles, where to find 

Church in Wales. After this get in 
touch with Dennis Wight about the 
next step (denniswight@churchin-
wales.org.uk). 
 The next Vocations Day will 
be in the cathedral on Saturday 
9th October. Anyone interested in 
attending or requiring further infor-
mation should contact Dennis at 
the e-mail address shown above.

If you or anyone you know is 
wondering if God is calling in 
this way, there are three things to 
be done – and done soon: 1 Talk 
with God about this – pray that 
God will speak to you in a way 
that you can understand and make 
space to listen to what God is tell-
ing you. 2 Talk with people who 
know you well: Friends and family 
with whom we are close can give 

help and insight into our gifts and 
aptitude and can challenge and 
encourage us to think more care-
fully about all kinds of issues about 
how our faith and our lives mesh 
together. 3 Talk with representa-
tives of your local church. Clergy 
at your parish church or chap-
laincy should be able to help you 
to find out more about the realities 
and possibilities of ministry in the 

Assistants will be offered further 
training in the practical aspects of 
their roles, including visiting the 
sick and supporting the bereaved.  
 The proposed date is Satur-
day 6th November, but that will 

be confirmed and people contacted 
nearer the time.
 For more details contact 
Simon Thane, Lay Development 
Group: Tel  01558 823060 or email 
simon@tricordant.com.

Michael Wheatley, Dafydd Jones, Harri Williams, John-Daniel 
Laurence, Gareth Reid and Marian Osbourne

Ordinands 2010

A new website is being set up to offer encouragement to those interested in ordained ministry, 
and those who have not considered it previously
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Appointments

Pattinson Revd Rhobert J, 
Vicar, Rectorial Benefice of 
Dewisland, Vicar of Llanegwad 
w Llanfihangel uwch Gwili, 
18 May 2010 

Foulger Wendy, appointed 
House for Duty Minister in the 
Parish of Cilycwm & Ystrad-ffin 
w St Barnabas Rhandirmwyn & 
Llanfair-ar-y-Bryn (Cynghordy) 
& the Parish of Llandingat w 
Myddfai, 26 April 2010 

Thomas Revd Aled H, 
Senior Chaplain (Army), Wales,  
HQ 160 Bde, Brecon, to serve 
as Incumbent, St Dogmaels 
w Moylgrove & Monington w 
Meline, 16 September 2010

Davies Revd Peter, 
Curate in the Rectorial 
Benefice of Llanelli, Team 
Vicar, Rectorial Benefice of 
East Carmarthen (with Pastoral 
Responsibility for the Abergwili 
Group), 10 May 2010 

Howell Revd Geoffrey P, 
Min Canon St Woolos 
Cathedral, Team Vicar, 
Rectorial Benefice of Monkton, 
14 June 2010 

Bale Revd Susannah (Suzy), 
Asst Curate Rectorial Benefice 
of Bro Teifi Sarn Helen, Priest 
in Charge of Llanybydder and 
Llanwenog with Llanllwni, 
5 July 2010

Livingstone Revd John P, 
Vicar, Elerch w Penrhyncoch w 
Capel Bangor, to serve also as 
Area Dean of Llanbadarn Fawr, 
19 April 2010 

Many readers will already know that the Venerable Dr John 
Holdsworth, Archdeacon of St Davids and Vicar of Steynton 
since 2003, has been appointed to the newly created post of 
Executive Archdeacon for the Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf. 
He will hold this post in conjunction with that of Archdeacon in 
Cyprus. The post will be based at St Helena’s Church in Larnaca, 
where Dr Holdsworth will be Chaplain.

Speaking of Dr Holdsworth’s departure from our own diocese, 
Bishop Wyn said “We shall be very sorry to lose John, whose 
energy, vision and skill has added so much to the life of the 
diocese and the province, but we wish him well in a job which 
offers fascinating possibilities.”

Archdeacon on the move

Chadwick Revd Alan M, 
Rector of Hubberston, also  
Area Dean of Roose, 
25 April 2010 

ST MICHAELS’S College is 
upgrading its historic listed 

building in Cardiff’s prestigious 
suburb of Llandaff in order to offer 
first-class facilities for students and 
to accommodate conferences. 
 The work will be carried out 
thanks to a £1.1m investment from 
the Church in Wales and began on 
23rd June with a ceremony led by 
the Archbishop of Wales, Dr Barry 
Morgan and the Principal of the 
College, Canon Dr Peter Sedg-
wick. They moved the initial stones 
in preparation for the construc-
tion company, Andrew Scott Ltd, 
to take over. It is hoped the work, 

Theological college 
gets major make-over
Wales’ only clergy training college will be transformed in a £1.1m 

refurbishment programme

which will include improving disa-
bled access and installing en-suite 
facilities, will be completed by mid 
October.
 Dr Morgan, who is chairman 
of the college’s Trustees, said 
the refurbishment would enable 
St Michael’s College to achieve 
its full potential. “The Church in 
Wales believes that investing in 
St Michael’s now will enable it to 
play its full part in the training of 
clergy and in providing a tranquil 
location for conferences right in 
the heart of Cardiff.”

For more information visit
www.stmichaels.ac.uk

We welcome articles of 
interest from readers and, 
in particular, we would like 
to encourage submission 
of articles in Welsh. Articles 
should be sent to the Manag-
ing Editor: Tessa Briggs, 
tessa@ygilan.net or they can 
be posted to:

Pobl Dewi
The Diocesan Office

Abergwili 
Carmarthen, SA31 2JG, 

marked for the atten-
tion of ‘The Editor’

Hammon Revd David – A 
former worker with the Pem-
brokeshire branch of Prism, the 
West Wales alcohol and drugs 
advisory service, has been 
appointed as the new Social 
Responsibility Officer in the 
Diocese.
 David was installed in his 
new post at a special service in 
St Peters, Lampeter Velfrey on 
4 May. He is also to be Priest-
in-Charge of the parish of 
Lampeter Velfrey & Llanddewi 
Velfrey with responsibility for 
St Peters, Lampeter Velfrey, St 
Davids, Llanddewi Velfrey and 
St Catherine’s, Prince’s Gate.
 Aged 61, David spent 
four years with Prism and 
has also worked for Mencap 
helping children with learning 
disabilities.
 Born in London, the son 
of a Pembrokeshire mother, 
he came to Wales aged 21 
and has lived here ever since. 

He was ordained in 2001 and 
served as an assistant curate 
in Pembroke Dock.
 Now, David is looking 
forward to bringing his 
experience and expertise to 
the church’s extensive social 
responsibility portfolio.
 “I see my role as identifying 
issues with which the church 
should be involved,” he said, 
“and promoting the good work 
we do to our congregations and 
to the wider communities that 
we serve.
 “I want us to get out there 
and get our hands dirty, making 
a practical difference using the 
resources that we have,” he 
added.

Contributions 
to Pobl Dewi
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THE 2010 election was widely 
billed as the most important, 

and therefore the most exciting, for 
a generation. In many respects, it 
fulfilled its potential with a closely 
fought encounter involving the 
three main parties along with a host 
of minor parties. The outcome, 
however, was significantly and 
suggestively ambiguous. The UK 
system is designed to produce a 
purgative effect in which elec-
tioneering is largely confined to 
short, intense and uncomfortable 
periods of political uncertainty. 
Election Day normally affords 
immediate relief in the form of a 
clear and clean result leading to 
the rapid formation of a govern-
ment with a working majority and 
a clear mandate. On this occasion, 
the process appeared to reflect 
a genuine ambivalence over the 
system at large. The shadow of the 
Parliamentary expenses scandal 
combined with popular anxieties 
over ‘broken Britain’, public serv-
ices, immigration and the state 
of the budget generated less of 
an enthused public and more of a 
sense of mobilised scepticism over 
the political class and its claims to 
trustworthiness, competence and 
conviction. 
 Far from being able to turn this 
jaundiced mood to their political 
benefit, all three main parties could 
be said to have faltered in this elec-
tion. While Labour failed to stem 
the tide of lost seats, the Lib Dems 
found they could not maintain their 
early surge and the Conservatives 

New Politics in Old Bottles
Professor Michael Foley, Head of the Department of International Politics at Aberystwyth University, 

reviews the recent General Election and considers the future under a coalition government

had failed to achieve the kind of 
breakthrough to be expected from 
an Opposition force which had 
led in the polls for so long. Given 
that the Conservative and Labour 
parties have been the primary 
source of government forming 
organizations over the past century, 
it was notable that in the 2010 
election these two parties jointly 
secured the lowest proportion of 
the vote in any election since 1918. 
 The result was that there was no 
result in the normal pattern of the 
traditional duopoly of Conserva-
tive and Labour. The only response 
in such a situation was the forma-
tion of a coalition between one of 
the major parties and the main third 
party. The arrangement looked new 
but also alien at the same time. A 
potent election theme had been the 
need for a ‘new politics’ in place of 
what had been described as ‘old’ 
or ‘broken politics’. Whether the 
electoral result of a hung parlia-
ment and a coalition government 
could be construed as a reflection 
of public choice is a moot point. 
What is clear is that UK system of 

governance is entering an exper-
imental period of mutual and 
necessarily pragmatic adjustment 
on all fronts. 
 There will be many strains and 
pressure points along the way. At 
present, the attention is more on the 
personal and organizational chore-
ography of the coalitional format. 
Where there will be considerable 
stress is when the coalition has 
to engage in the painful process 
of addressing the budget deficit. 
Advanced liberal democracies in 
the west do not generally take to 
austerity as a political programme. 
Doing with less is not a vote 
winner. It might be said that the 
Conservatives and the Lib Dems 
were separate electoral ‘losers’ and 
yet they have jointly placed them-
selves in a position where they have 
to try and claim the possession of 
a mandate to re-order the roster 
of national priorities. This would 
be difficult for a single governing 
party trying to rally the country to 
the negative proposition of cuts. 
For a coalition government, it is 
likely to be even tougher. In spite 
of the protestations of both part-
ners that two parties are better able 
to claim a right to be able speak 
on behalf of the national or public 
interest, the dual nature of the 
coalition may well find it difficult 
to offer a unifying conception of 
such an enveloping interest – espe-
cially when the coalition itself is 
the product of an election in which 
over a third of us were not moved 
to cast our votes. 

On 4 March a Thanksgiving Service was held at St Paul’s Family 
Centre, Llanelli, for the Kidwelly Deanery Support Group. Sue 
Fletcher received a cheque from Treasurer, Carol Hodson, 
bringing the total that the group has raised since 2002 to in 

excess of £60,000

Kidwelly Deanery Support Group 
Thanksgiving Service

A GROUP of mums (and a   
dad) from Llandybie, near 

Ammanford, has received national 
recognition for their part in a 
ground-breaking campaign to stem 
the tide of child sexual abuse.
 The group was one of only 
two chosen to take part in a pilot 
scheme in Wales organised by 
Stop It Now!, a Welsh Assembly 
Government-backed campaign to 
tackle the causes of sexual abuse 
against children. They agreed to 

STOP IT NOW!
A group from Llandybie, near Ammanford, has received national 
recognition for their participation in a pilot scheme to tackle the 

causes of sexual abuse against children

take part in a five-week Parent 
Protect course organised by Stop 
It Now! and run by Plant Dewi, 
the social responsibility arm of the 
Diocese of St Davids, Church in 
Wales through its local Families 
Together group.
 Their achievements were 
praised by social services minister 
Gwenda Thomas AM at an awards 
ceremony at the Senedd in Cardiff, 
marking the first anniversary of the 
campaign, which is now due to be 

IT WAS with some trepidation 
that I accepted the kind invita-

tion to write for Pobl Dewi.
 The challenge was to engage 
the readers with an assessment of 
community and the lessons that 
government can learn from the 
church community. On Sunday 
mornings my family and I worship 
at St Matthew’s Church in Borth. 
My children attend a hugely 
successful Sunday school, which 
is sometimes as big as our congre-
gation. I am also blessed with the 
support and prayers of a prayer 
group at St Michaels Church, 
Aberystwyth. The very notion of 
a group of individuals praying 
for me was a most humbling and 
emotional experience
 It is the most important spir-
itual gathering of my week, but 
churches have also been vital in 
providing support and care in the 
local community, and that spirit 
of giving, not just money but also 
time, is something that we would 
greatly benefit from across Wales. 
I can think of numerous people 
in Ceredigion who already offer 
that time and support to the local 
community. The work of my 
church in the community and its 
ever-present role, to me epitomises 
a role of leadership and aspira-

A Salutary Message
for Politicians

iture, as Britain has lived well 
beyond its means in recent years, 
could affect us badly. We need to 
acknowledge also the underfund-
ing of Wales for many years under 
the discredited Barnett Formula. In 
the spirit of fairness the message 
has been made, and will continue 
to be made, that no one geographic 
area should be financially penal-
ised at the cost of another. In the 
spirit of responsibility Wales will 
take its fair share of cuts, but in 

tion that should be promoted by 
government more generally. But 
so, too, the paternalistic role of 
Government. 
 The new coalition govern-
ment, and the Liberal Democrats, 
and Liberal party before it, have 
always put community at the 
centre of its beliefs. At its core also 
is a belief in promoting opportu-
nity but also responsibility. We 
need to acknowledge community, 
we need to acknowledge society, 
before opportunities and responsi-
bilities can be realised. The two go 
hand in hand. I believe in the role 
of the state, not least in the area of 
welfare. I believe in state education 
as of right, but with education there 
is a responsibility to contribute to 
your wider community. Volunteer-
ism is to be encouraged, as is the 
third sector and the many charities 
it represents, and we must never 
forget that the third sector repre-
sents a huge saving for government 
and often presents a more human 
face. The pastoral role of the church 
should also be acknowledged.
 At its heart I hope this govern-
ment will actively promote the 
cause of fairness. Economically, 
Ceredigion is a low-wage econ-
omy heavily dependent on public 
sector jobs. Cuts in public expend-

Mark Williams, Lib Dem MP for Ceredigion, suggests that the 
new coalition government can learn lessons from the church, 

especially in relation to fostering a sense of community

consort with an acknowledgement 
of underfunding in the past. If we 
all start on a level playing field I 
think there will be an understand-
ing that Wales will share its part.
 In my five years in the House of 
Commons and in my 25 years asso-
ciation with Ceredigion, the concept 
of community has always been a 
very real one. Living communities 
with public services, job opportu-
nities, the ability to live in a local 
home, and to raise your family there. 

Many of those facets have been 
under threat, not just at the hands 
of one government of one colour 
but consistently over many decades. 
Living, sustainable communities are 
still and must be an achievable goal. 
In the spirit of the Christian faith in 
the example provided to us by my 
church in Borth and others through-
out the dioceses, it can be achieved. 
In the spirit of great adversity our 
church prospers, a salutary message 
for politicians.

rolled out across the UK.
 And all ten members of the 
group received awards from the 
Chief Executive of Stop It Now!, 
Donald Findlater, who told them: 
“You have helped us to chal-
lenge the public to do their part in 
the fight against child sex abuse, 
rather than leaving it just to the 
professionals.”
 The campaign aims to increase 
awareness among parents and 
carers of the warning signs and 
symptoms that lead to one in six 
children in the UK suffering from 
sexual abuse so that it can be 
prevented, rather than dealing with 
its consequences. 

– Sue Fletcher
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Award for Plant Dewi

Putting our money where our faith is
John Holdsworth outlines the new Ethical Investment Policy

2010 marks 90 years since the 
Disestablishment of the Church in 
Wales, and this was central to the 
theme of the Archbishop’s Presi-
dential Address, “We are still here.” 
In relation to this, the Governing 
Body (GB) broke into small discus-
sion groups led by facilitators and 
aided by a scribe (of which I was 
one) to look at three questions: 1. 
What do you think, potentially, is 
the Church’s greatest gift to the 
nation during the next ten years?; 
2. What do you want the essential 
evidence of Anglican Christianity 
to be in 2020?; 3. What can I do, 
myself, to help the Christian Pres-
ence in Wales? As someone who 
isn’t a huge fan of small group 
work I was surprised to discover 
how well this worked. The Arch-
deacon of St Davids and Mr Nigel 
King related some of the comments 
back to the Governing Body, and a 
more comprehensive report will go 
to the Bench of Bishops.
 The Governing Body also used 
this process to look at the role and 
ministry of a Bishop and the role of 
the Archbishop. These groups were 
slightly larger in size, and I’m not 
sure that they were as successful. 
A number of GB members were 
concerned that the whole matter of 

the role of a Bishop was a result of 
the general rejection of the model 
of a permanent archiepiscopal see 
that had been put to the Church in 
Wales. Some felt that we had “got 
the wrong answer”.
 A much more positive note 
was struck by the launch of the 
new Provincial Vocations Strat-
egy, “Dyma fi, anfon fi – Here I 
am, send me”. These words taken 
from Isaiah seek to encourage and 
foster vocations to the ordained 
ministry, and there is a special 
need for younger vocations to 
come forward. The debate centred 
on three key areas: 1. The need to 

identify the seed-bed of vocation; 
2. The need to encourage vocations 
in the Welsh-speaking communi-
ties; 3. The need to re-envisage 
what ministry is all about.
 A new order for Marriage 
was also unveiled at the Govern-
ing Body for “experimental use”. 
Orders of Service for Marriage 
within a Celebration of the Holy 
Eucharist, Marriage without a 
Eucharist, and the Blessing of 
a Marriage following a Civil 
Ceremony, with some supplemen-
tary material, were approved for 
experimental use for a period of 
three years. This was achieved by 
using a 1955 canon which allows 
for experimental use of revisions 
of parts of the Book of Common 
Prayer provisionally approved by 
the Bishops. Hopefully along with 
the new provisions of the Marriage 
(Wales) Act 2010, which makes 
getting married in Church a little 
easier, this will be embraced by the 
Province.
 Full details of the April 2010 
Governing Body can be found 
on the Provincial Website (www.
churchinwales.org.uk) or in the 
Highlights magazine circulated to 
parishes.

The Governing Body of the Church in Wales sat over 14th/15th April in Lampeter – 
Paul Mackness reports

‘We are still here’

Plant Dewi received an award from the High Sheriff of Dyfed in 
recognition of the work they carry out in the community. Pictured 
left to right are Catrin Evans, Plant Dewi Project Worker, Sue 
Fletcher, Plant Dewi Project Manager, and Gareth Rowlands, 

High Sheriff of Dyfed

THE Church’s ethical invest-
ment policy is reviewed every 

three years. You may be forgiven 
for thinking that this would be a 
fairly straightforward task, involv-
ing a few tweaks here and there to 
take account of some new perceived 
threat to the church’s integrity and 
purity, but you would be wrong. 
The community of church ethi-
cal investors is a dynamic one, 
and to take part in its discussions 
is to realise that actually ethical 
investment is a part of the church’s 
mission that is at a relatively early 
stage of development. 

European
On a UK scale we were in at the 
ground floor, in the Church in 
Wales, with our first ever state-
ment, the current policy. Most 
mainline churches in the UK have 
such a policy, and the Church’s 
Ethical Investment Group (EIG), 
which I chair, has scrutinised all 
of them. On a European scale, this 
is something that is in its infancy, 
and a new European ecumeni-
cal community is in process of 
formation, which in these times 
of globalisation will, I suspect, be 
significant in the future.
 For the moment it may be 
useful to sketch some of the ways 
in which the Church’s mark 1 poli-

cies have been changing to produce 
the kind of mark 2 which has now 
been adopted by the Governing 
Body (GB).
 The most primitive policies 
were little more than a statement to 
the effect that Charity law demands 
that investors get the best return 
they can, whilst appending a list of 
areas that are to be avoided mainly 
or wholly. There are a number of 
problems with such an approach.
It can lead to an assumption that 
there is a gulf between the inten-
tions of the investors and those of 
the church, and that the main task 
of an EIG is to keep an eye on the 
Investment Committee to make 
sure that they haven’t suddenly 
decided to go into pornographic 
film production or attempted to 
finance a coup in a third world 
country. 

Charity Law
The problem here is that in many 
cases, including our own, the 
organisation’s aims have not been 
stated widely enough. Charity 
law rightly insists that investment 
be consistent with the aims of an 
organisation, but if those aims 
are too narrowly defined then the 
scope for making choices is hugely 
confined as well. The new policy 
includes a fuller statement of aims. 
For the first time for example, it 

mentions Wales. It also makes clear 
that a positive and valuable rela-
tionship (one of trust and respect) 
exists between the investors and 
the EIG. We are on the same side, 
and partners in the same mission.
 And that leads to the second 
problem. Primitive policies were 
negative. They were all about what 
investors could not do, and what 
as a church we had to be against. 
There has been a huge shift here 
to a more positive stance: a reali-
sation that ethical investment can 
be part of the church’s mission in a 
positive way, by using the church’s 
money and the power that involves, 
to achieve ends that are in keep-
ing with our wider aims in terms 
of justice, the environment and 
generally to create a better world. 
So, if you like, the relationship 

between Ethical Investment and 
Social Responsibility has become 
closer – as evidenced for exam-
ple in the GB debate a year ago 
about supermarkets and farmers in 
Wales – a report produced by the 
English equivalent of the EIG. The 
proposed policy makes clear the 
link between aims and investment, 
whilst acknowledging the need to 
continue to finance the church’s 
work by actually making money.

Rigid limit
A third problem is that primitive 
policies could give the impression 
that EI was a kind of mechani-
cal science. All you had to do was 
to give the investors a number 
and they could punch it into a 
machine and all bad things would 
be excluded. Clearly, life is more 
sophisticated than that. Prob-
lems include: seasonal surges, as 
for example increases in alcohol 
purchase at Christmas that could 
take supermarkets over a rigid limit 
(This actually happened to one 
major church recently). Also we 
might ask, what is the difference 
between something being 10% bad 
and being 25% bad? We have to 
accept that companies are increas-
ingly complex and to acknowledge 
the need sometimes to be involved 
and to engage as responsible share-
holders in order to change things 
for the better. Also, of course, it is 
notoriously difficult to define some 
terms such as pornography. 
 The new proposed policy 
describes in more detail the kind of 
companies it wants to invest in, and 
gives more scope to consider indi-
vidual cases. That is, it accepts that 

EI is actually not a science but an 
art. And this is an art that the best 
investment advisers are actually 
very adept at. It recognises also 
for the first time, so overtly, that 
we have moral responsibilities as 
shareholders.
 All of this thinking has been 
greatly aided by our membership 
of the UK-wide Church Investors 
Group, and the policy commits 
us to continuing membership and 
participation.

Workable
There are a number of areas that we 
considered as a group but did not 
include in this statement. There is 
no specific mention here of prop-
erty for example. This is a complex 
area, which it would be foolhardy 
to rush into, whilst work is continu-
ing in the wider constituency. Some 
policies forbid specifically, short-
term investments in the money 
market. We did not consider it 
necessary to do this. Our investors 
would be insulted by such a provi-
sion. What we have arrived at is a 
statement which we believe encap-
sulates the best of current thinking 
in this area, and which commits us 
to continuing work. We believe it is 
positive, responsible and workable. 
It has the confidence of the Invest-
ment Committee who have already 
used it to screen potential invest-
ment advisers. The Representative 
Body and the Bench of Bishops 
have welcomed it and over the 
coming months and years we hope 
more parishes (as well as dioceses) 
will use it as a way of making 
responsible investments. 

Archbishop Barry Morgan

The Church in Wales, with the Older People’s Commission, is running a 
symposium in November focusing on the challenges facing older people. 
Contact: Ruth Marks on 08442 640670; ask@olderpeople wales.com
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I   OFTEN bring visitors from 
all over the world into Wales. 

We usually travel from Pembro-
keshire to Snowdonia pausing in 
Aberystwyth. I wanted however to 
find some of Ceredigion’s ancient 
churches to add an extra dimension 
to their visit.
 The church at Aberarth looked 
just such a place, so we set off in 
keen anticipation aware of the 
rarity of the stones in the porch. 
The church is hidden behind a 
steep hill and pops out into view 
occasionally. We followed the 

narrow road and came upon it at 
last. The views from the church-
yard were splendid and a red kite 
hovered above.  I turned the handle 
on the door and to my utter disap-
pointment the church was locked. I 
suppose it is a sign of the times and 
fear of vandalism and theft must 
be considered; however access to 
prayer and our heritage is, I feel, of 
equal importance. Next time I go 
I will be sure to arrange my visit 
well in advance.
 Coming down the coast 
towards Pembrokeshire I remem-

Pilgrims and Kites in Ceredigion
In the last of our series on historical and archaeological sites, 

Mary Baker finds peace, beauty and spirituality

bered the pictures I had seen of the 
church at Mwnt and decided to take 
a look. This tiny ancient church is 
perched high above the cliffs with 
views stretching out into Cardigan 
Bay. It was a hot day and people 
were swimming in the bay below 
but inside the church it was quiet 
and cool. It was from here that 
medieval pilgrims set out on the 
treacherous sea voyage to Bard-
sey Island some 40 miles away. I 
breathed in the peace but could 
imagine their fear as they sought 
comfort through prayer in this 
idyllic spot. The church is named 
Holy Cross probably because a 
Preaching Cross once stood on 
the sheltering hill behind. One can 
imagine early Christians choosing 
such a site and building a simple 
wooden church here to protect 
them from the elements when the 
wind and rain swooped in across 
the Irish Sea. Today however it is 
calm and I feel privileged to share 
a space that is imbued with the 
hopes, cares joys and dreads of 
generations of travellers over many 
hundreds of years. 
 I will return to Mwnt and hope 
that my fellow pilgrims are also 
inspired by the simple beauty and 
spirituality that has been handed 
down through time and can move 
us still today. 

ONE of those larger-than-life 
Victorian clerics was David 

Archard Williams. Not only was 
he the first vicar of St David’s, 
Carmarthen, and the builder of 
Christ Church in the same parish, 
but also Archdeacon of Carmarthen, 
headmaster of the grammar school, 
director of the gasworks, chaplain 
to a variety of institutions, and the 
second editor of the Carmarthen 
Journal, Wales’s oldest newspaper. 
The Journal has been marking its 
bicentenary this year and, because 
of its historic links with the church 
in west Carmarthen, a celebratory 
service was held in Christ Church 
on Sunday 7th March.
 It was an ecumenical occasion 
with representatives of a cross–
section of denominations from 
the parish taking part (Salvation 
Army, Roman Catholic, Annibyn-
wyr, English Presbyterian and 
English Baptist). The Mayor 
of Carmarthen, the Chairman 

of the County Council and the 
Town Clerk represented the local 
community, and the Diocesan 
Registrar was present on behalf of 
the diocese. It was a particular joy 
to welcome the present editor of 
the Carmarthen Journal, Cathryn 
Ings, and her family.
 The cheerful and lively service 
included two rousing Welsh hymns 
that were written in Carmarthen 

The Vicar and the Carmarthen Journal
At a service to celebrate the paper’s bicentenary, 200 years of social and religious changes in 

Carmarthen are considered, as are the challenges facing a local paper in the 21st century

around the time that the Jour-
nal first appeared. In his address 
Chancellor Patrick Thomas traced 
the social and religious changes in 
the town between 1810 and 2010, 
and reflected on the role of a local 
newspaper in the 21st century and 
the challenges facing it. He stressed 
the central part that the Journal still 
plays in the life of Carmarthen and 
the surrounding area. Dr Thomas 
also apologised for a misprint in 
the order of service leaflets – which 
the editor later said made her feel 
quite at home! 
 The collection raised £175 for 
‘Hafal’, the Welsh charity assisting 
those suffering from severe mental 
illness and their carers. A memora-
ble afternoon ended with tea and 
cloncan in the Parish Hall. David 
Archard Williams would hopefully 
have approved.
 We would like to thank the  
Carmarthen Journal for supplying 
the images used here.

Mary Baker runs Pembrokeshire based tour company 
Archaeotours www.archaeotours.co.uk

ON Sunday 6 June celebrations 
were held in Tenby to mark 

the 500th anniversary of the birth 
of Robert Recorde (1510-1558), 
who invented the equals sign (=). 
Recorde was a native of Tenby, his 
father being Mayor of Tenby, and 
at the age of 15 he left Tenby for 
Oxford. Thus began his glitter-
ing career, which took him to the 
heart of the court of Henry VIII 
and Edward VI. Recorde was the 
first writer in English on Arithme-
tic, and also published books on 
Medicine and Astronomy as well 
as Arithmetic and Algebra. There 
is a monument to Robert Recorde 
in St Mary’s Church.
 The day of celebrations began 

in St Mary’s Church with a special 
Robert Recorde Service, the 
speaker at which was Mr Newman 
Vincent, former Head of Mathe-
matics at Greenhill School. Then, 
at 2pm, Tenby Museum hosted a 
Memorial Lecture by Professor 
Gareth Roberts of Bangor Univer-
sity, and the day ended with a large 
Tudor Banquet at St Mary’s Church 
House in which many church 
members appeared in period dress. 
Pictured is Henry VIII and his six 
wives! 
 This Robert Recorde Weekend 
was part of St Mary’s 800th Anni-
versary Year celebrations, which 
included a visit by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury at the end of June.

First Among Equals
Robert Recorde, born in Tenby, invented the equals (=) sign. 

Andrew Davies reports on a day of celebrations 500 years later

Canon Dennis Wight addresses a group of enthusiastic delegates 
at a recent well attended workshop for Worship Leaders held in 
St Mary’s Church Hall, Cardigan, under the auspices of St Davids 

Lay Development Group

Workshop for Worship Leaders

“Inspiration for Others”, Archbishop of Canterbury Dr Rowan 
Williams receives a Certificate of Honour from members of 
the Sunday Club at St Mary’s, Tenby after taking a service to 

commemorate the church’s 800th anniversary
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DO you have a vision of the 
Church as a worldwide 

family? Do you, or your local 
church, have links with Christians 
in another country? Have you had 
mission experience abroad, or have 
you visited Christian communities 
in another part of the world? Do 
you, or your local church support 
a mission agency, mission part-
ner or a project overseas? Would 
you like to help raise the profile of 
world mission in this Diocese, by 
enthusing others to get involved, 
either personally or in their church 
congregation?
 If you can answer yes to one or 
more of the above questions, you 
may be one of the people we’re 
looking for. The Diocesan World 
Mission Group has recently been 
re-formed, and we’re looking for 
enthusiastic people with a heart 
for the worldwide Church to join 
us. Meetings are usually held in 
the Diocesan Offices in Abergwili 
on Wednesday afternoons, and we 
have 3 or 4 meetings a year. We also 
organise occasional evening meet-
ings at different venues throughout 
the diocese, to bring together those 
interested in world mission from 

THE Red Tractor logo is cele-
brating its 10th anniversary 

and is the best known of all the 
logos promoting home produced, 
quality assured food. 
 This logo came about at a time 
when few people, other than farm-
ers, seemed to care where their food 
came from, and fewer still knew 
the efforts involved in producing it. 
At a time when agriculture faced a 
series of food scares and some of 
the lowest farm incomes in living 
memory, the Red Tractor was 
launched to re-establish confidence 
in British food and farming. 
 Limited financial backing and 
limitless enthusiasm, plus hard 
work, today sees the Red Trac-
tor logo appearing on £10bn of 
food and drink products annually. 
Fifty-five per cent of consumers 
recognise the logo, and 78,000 
farmers and growers are commit-
ted to producing high-quality food. 
Shoppers therefore benefit, as the 
logo differentiates assured British 
products and provides transpar-
ency for consumers. 
 In buying Red Tractor products 
consumers know that every aspect 

The Red Tractor logo is 10 years old. Eileen Davies reminds us 
of its history and purpose and encourages us to look for all the 

symbols which indicate home-produced, quality products

Shopping for food

of production has been rigor-
ously checked, and they can have 
complete confidence that their food 
has been home-produced with high 
animal welfare and environmen-
tal standards a priority. The Red 
Tractor adds business value for 
everyone in the food chain, and 
provides an easy way for customers 
to buy British and support Britain’s 
farmers. When out shopping next, 
look out for the Red Tractor, and 
other symbols to help you recog-
nise great home produced food, 
literally from gate to plate, or even 
field to fork.

MAE Sioe Amaethyddol Frenhinol 
Cymru 2010 yn byrlymu gyda 

chroeso’r Cardis, Sir noddedig eleni. Sir 
lle y ffurfiwyd Cymdeithas Amaethyddol 
Genedlaethol Cymru gyntaf, yn 1904, 
ac yn Aberystwyth cynhaliwyd y Sioe 
gyntaf. Ceredigion a enwyd ar ol Ceredig 
mab y brenin Cunedda, gyda thrigain 
milltir o arfodir, dan gysgod mynyddoedd 
y Cambria. Mae cynnyrch tiroedd a 
dyffrynoedd breision y Sir yn tynnu 
dwr i’r dannedd, wrth feddwl am gynnyrch llaeth, o iogwrt Rachel, i 
Gaws Cenarth, Waffles Tregroes, dwr Ty Nant, Hufen ia Aeron, Mel Cei 
Newydd, heb son am Fecryll y Cei, a llawer, llawer mwy o gynnyrch 
gorau Cymru. Sir y Cobiau Cymreig, lle mae nhw’n dweud mae gwraidd 
llinach y Cobiau Cymraeg, anifail gosgeiddig a fydd yn sicrhau fod gwaed 
pob ymwelydd a’r Sioe ddydd Mercher yn berwi. Ceredigion, “gwlad 
beirdd a chantorion, enwogion o fri” man geni ein nawdd sant, cartref 
i’r ddwy brif ysgol hynaf yng Nhymru, lleoliad Llyfrgell Genedlaethol 
Cymru, a’r Eisteddfod Genedlaethol gyntaf yn 1176, theatrau i annog 
a llwyfanu talentau newydd, a Sir lle mae hadau newydd i’w plannu 
yn rhoed gobaith yn y tir i’r dyfodol.
Tra bo dynoliaeth fe fydd amaethu,
A chyw hen linach yn ei holynu.
A thra bo gaeaf bydd cynaeafu
A byw greadur tra bo gwerydu, Bydd 

ffrwythlonder tra pery-hal a gwlith,
Yn wyn o wenith rhag ein newynu. 

(Prifardd Dic Jones)
Pob bendith i’r Sioe, pwy ddywedodd 

fod y Cardi yn fen a’i arian, 
dim byth, mi fydd yn Sioe i’w 
chofio, welai chwi ‘na.

Sioe’s Cardis 2010
A warm welcome awaits all who visit the Royal Welsh Show this 
year from the 19th – 22nd July, especially as this year’s featured 
County is Ceredigion, the County where the first Welsh National 
Agricultural Show was held in 1904. Come along and enjoy the 

best that Ceredigion has to offer, says Eileen Davies

SHALOM opened its doors in 
November 2007 as a palliative 

care unit (modern terminology for 
a hospice) in St Davids. 
 Today, we are awaiting permis-
sion from the Inspectorate of Wales 
to extend our work, so that we are 
open 24/7. We have found strength 
and patience in remembering that 
the disciples were instructed to 
wait in Jerusalem for the promised 
Holy Spirit, and we have used our 
time constructively to employ a 
doctor experienced in pain control, 
two palliative care nurses, an 
occupational therapist, a cook, a 
complementary therapist, volun-
teers and two chaplains.
 At present, we welcome 
patients from all over Pembroke-
shire for day care. Different groups 
arrive three days a week, to take 
advantage of the lovely setting and 
the services on offer, to chat to one 
another, and even to put up with me 
when I visit. 
 All the patients have life-threat-
ening diseases and, when asked 
about Shalom, many answered that 
they appreciate the peace, relaxed 
atmosphere, being cared for, help 
with pain, feeling safe and being 
treated as a whole person. When 
they come in it is understood that 

the parishes. Ideas for other future 
activities would be most welcome.
 For further information please 
contact the Chair of the World 
Mission Group, 

Revd Ann Howells, 
The Vicarage, Llanafan, 
Aberystwyth SY23 4AZ; 
Phone: 01974 261185; 
e-mail: ann.howells1@tesco.net   

Shalom
Eileen Bairstow, Assistant Chaplain, looks at the positive impact 

the Pembrokeshire Hospice is having on patients’ lives

Readers are invited to 
consider whether they have 
the enthusiasm and vision 

to join this recently reformed 
Diocesan World Mission 

Group

Could this be 
you?

they can talk about anything – 
many are on the same road but do 
not want to burden their own fami-
lies. Shalom practises holistic care 
of the patients’ social, physical, 
mental and spiritual wellbeing and 
is a place of relaxation and laugh-
ter, where patients are helped to 
live in the best possible way.
 As for the future, once we have 
the necessary permission, we will 
offer 24-hour residential care, in 
five en suite single rooms, for 3 
or 4 days a week, then, eventually, 
every day. 
 How can you help? We need 
volunteers – drivers and those who 

could give time inside Shalom; 
if you are interested call 01437 
721344. Churches can fundraise 
and if you would like to do this  call 
01348 872619. 
 On 11 June we held a well-
attended event to launch ‘The 
Road to Shalom’, a book written 
by Margaret Burnett, our founder, 
which gives details of how the 
hospice came into being. Copies 
are available at £6.50 each from 
the website, www.shalomstdavids.
org, or directly from the hospice, 
(tel: 01437 721344), with all prof-
its going towards our work.
 Above all, please pray for 
us as we strive to ensure that 
patients, visitors and staff have a 
true ‘Shalom Experience’; that is, 
peace, contentment and a complete 
sense of wellbeing. 

You will not get far in any PCC 
discussion of the church’s 

mission before someone will say: 
‘The trouble is, they don’t teach 
children the Ten Commandments 
in school any more’.
 In our increasingly secular age 
schools in general do not see it as 
their mission to bring children up 
in the Christian faith, or any faith 
other than the secular belief-system 
of our modern society. 
 But that does not mean that the 
church has no interest in schools 
and education. For one thing, our 
own diocese has over thirty church 
schools, and it is home to the 
newly-merged Trinity St Davids, 
the only church-related institu-
tion of higher education in Wales. 
Many members of our congre-
gations are teachers, exercising 
their vocation in a wide variety of 
schools, both church-related and 
otherwise. Many clergy maintain 
excellent relations with their local 
schools, again whether church-
related or not.
 To try to draw all that together, 
and see how we can engage more 
effectively in education, the 
Church in Wales set up an Educa-
tion Review Group in 2006, which 

considered education provision 
from primary through to higher 
education. Its task was ‘To review 
the contribution of the Church 
in Wales to the education of our 
nation, making proposals for 
further development of this role 
and relationship with Wales as a 
learning country’.
 The final review document 
was published last September and 
in it the Review Group succeeded 
remarkably in their task.
 But, I hear you say, what does 
it have to do with me and with my 
parish?
 That is what the morning 
session at this year’s diocesan 
conference will set out to answer. 
We will hear from the Revd Edwin 
Counsell, who was Advisor to the 
Review, as well as Mrs Jean Voyle 
Williams and the Revd Bryan 
Witt, of our own diocesan Schools 
Committee. Most importantly, we 
will be hearing from the children 
of some of our church schools.
Our aim will be to turn the Mission 
Statement of the Review – ‘Serving 
Christ through education in Wales’ 
– into ‘Serving Christ through 
education in our parish’. 

– Will Strange

2010 Diocesan Conference
The Church in Wales Education Review will be the focus for the 
morning session of this year’s conference, when education at 

local level will come under the spotlight.
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The Annual Saints and Stones Pilgrimage 2010
will take place on

Friday 13th August 
and will again explore the treasures in and around the 

churches on our pilgrimage.
10 am Meet at St Peter the Fishermans Church at Marloes for Pilgrim  
   Prayers and a quiz to help you explore. OS SM793085
11.15 am Optional walk to St Bridget’s Church, St Brides. OS SM803109
12.30 to 1.30 Lunch at Walwyns Castle Church Hall. OS SM874114
2 pm St Mary’s Church, Talbenny. OS SM844122
Continue towards St Davids with an optional visit to St Madoc’s Church, 

Nolton. OS SM 866183 
Tea will be available at the home of Nona Rees, Treasury Cottage, 

The Close St Davids
6 pm Pilgrimage Evensong in St Davids Cathedral

Come and join us at any point along the way for an 
enjoyable day of exploration and fellowship

THE churches of the Haverford-
west Collegiate of Parishes 

will be opening their doors for a 
very special day of celebration this 
summer. For many of our churches, 
it is not always possible to keep our 
buildings open to visitors on week-
days, but on Saturday 24 July, from 
11am to 4pm, all eleven churches 
will be open to mark the 900th 
anniversary of Haverfordwest with 
an Open Churches Day.

From Civic Grandeur to Humble Simplicity
All eleven churches in the Haverfordwest Collegiate will be open on 24 July, as part of the town’s anniversary celebrations. 

Nicholas Cale invites readers to a series of special events 

 A variety of events will be 
taking place and a commemora-
tive brochure advertising the day’s 
events will be available from early 
July. The brochures will feature, 
and be available from, each church 
within the Collegiate. Copies 
can also be obtained from church 
members or by post on receipt of 
a stamped addressed envelope sent 
to Revd N. Cale, The Vicarage, 
Wiston, Haverfordwest, Pembro-

keshire, SA62 4PL. Make sure you 
get yours before they all run out!
 Some of the events planned so 
far include a display of church plate 
and a DVD of the church restora-
tion at St Mary’s; hymn singing 
at Camrose; a day of musical 
performances at Wiston; a cross-
stitch exhibition at Walton East 
and an exhibition of local history at 
Clarbeston. Some churches will be 
displaying their parish registers for 
those interested in family history, 
and some will also be serving tea 
and coffee and other refreshments. 
And of course there will be the 
opportunity to take a look around 
some of our beautiful and historic 
churches, ranging from the civic 
grandeur of St Mary’s, Haverford-
west, to the humble simplicity of St 
Martin’s, Clarbeston.
 Although it may not be possi-
ble to visit all eleven churches 

AS I write this article, the final 
order for the Back to Church 

Sunday (BTCS) resources has 
just been submitted. A total of 37 
packs have been ordered for the 
churches of our diocese. With 
packs in most cases covering two 
or more churches, this means that 
in the region of 80-100 churches 
across the diocese will be involved. 
A big ‘thank you’ to all who have 
picked up the vision of BTCS and 
are running with it. But of course 
ordering the resources is just the 
beginning! 
 By the time you read this, many 
of you will have attended the semi-
nar ‘Unlocking the Growth’ given 
by Michael Harvey (the developer 
of BTCS) on 24th June in Robeston 
Wathen, Cardigan or Llanddarog. 
A survey by Churchgoing in the 

UK shows that three million people 
who have stopped going to church 
(or who have never been in their 
lives) would consider attending 
given the right invitation. 
 The seminar was about how 
we can encourage each other to 
take that simple, perhaps scary, 
step of giving the right invitation 
to someone to come to church. The 
national publicity and the invita-
tion cards certainly help us, but at 
the end of the day it is up to each 
of us to pray for a friend and then 
say to them: ‘Will you come with 
me to church on Sunday’. It’s that 
simple. Simple, scary but maybe 
life changing. 
 Here is the experience of 
Marion who was invited by her 
friend Ann. “Churches to me 
were always cold, severe places in 

many ways, where you went and 
got preached at and told off on a 
Sunday – it wasn’t much fun. Now 
it’s different. It’s very welcoming. 
I don’t remember church being like 
that in my youth.” Marion contin-
ues to attend church and encourages 
other Christians to continue invit-
ing friends to church. “What is the 
worst that can happen – they say 
‘no thank you.’ I don’t think there 
is any reason to be fearful of asking 
friends to go along. Don’t just put 
BTCS down as a one-off event – if 
they’ve come the first time, invite 
them back.”
 Please contact me at
johns.bennett@virgin.net
or telephone me on 01348 831354 
if you need  more information or go 
to www.backtochurch.co.uk

within the Collegiate on the day, 
it is hoped people will take the 
opportunity to visit at least some 
of them. Why not make a day out 
to visit some of the less familiar 

churches, which may not be open 
regularly, or those you have not yet 
seen. It is surprising what gems can 
be found in our churches!

The Howard family memorial at Rudbaxton Church

Carving of Last Supper at Wiston Church

Holy Trinity Church, Newcastle Emlyn, Flower Festival 
& Art Exhibition. 19th-23rd August, 11am-6pm. Admission 
free – all welcome. Refreshments available. 
Concert in the church by Cor-y-Wiber on Sunday 23rd 
August at 7pm – admission by ticket only.

Llanwenog Church, Near Llanybydder, Flower Festival, 
on the theme of ‘Our Favourite Hymns’. 6th-8th August. 
Refreshments available all day. Admission by donation.

Sunday 26th September 2010
John Bennett reminds us all that it is very simple to invite someone along to church – and 

that many will find it a positive and enjoyable experience 

‘Come as you are’ – a sample of the publicity material for Back to Church Sunday 2010
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Summer Events 
at St Davids Cathedral

July
17  Informal Concert & Book Launch – Iwo Zaluski, David  

 Pepper & Standing Stones, 12.00pm
22  Fishguard Festival Concert – London Philharmonia   

 Orchestra, 7.30pm
27  Fishguard Festival Concert – John S. Davies Singers, 7.30pm

August 
2  Fishguard Festival Concert – National Youth Orchestra of  

 Wales, 7.30pm
5  Informal Concert – Hemiola Quartet, 12.00pm
6  Informal Concert – Giles Pilgrim Morris, 1.00pm
14  Côr Meibion De Cymru Concert, 7.30pm
28  Informal Concert – Curtis & Coyne, 12.00pm

September
4  Artswave Wales – Concert & Exhibition, 7.30pm
11/12 Friends of St Davids Cathedral Festival

For further information please contact the Deanery Office:
Tel: 01437 720202

info@stdavidscathedral.org.uk

ON 24th September – well 23rd 
September to be exact, as it 

takes two days to get to Portsmouth 
from Pembrokeshire – a number of 
vintage cars and their drivers and 
passengers will embark on a 1,000 
mile pilgrimage to Santiago de 
Compostella. 
 This is no mean feat for these 
cars, the youngest of which is 
at least 70 years old and while a 
modern car shooting down motor-
ways could complete the trip there 
and back in a few days, it will take 
these old cars with top speeds of 40 
– 45mph, a fortnight. 
 Organising the trip is Pam Hunt, 
from St Jerome’s in Llangwm, and 
her co-driver is Marloes Church 
Warden, Chris Williams. They will 
be travelling in either Miss Daisy, 
a 1934 Austin 7 Tourer, or Patsy, 
a 1935 Austin 7 Tourer, depend-

Santiago De Compostella 
or Bust

A 1,000-mile pilgrimage in vintage cars will be a challenge,
say organisers

Pam Hunt assisted by her grandson Toby, with Mike Dingley 
Jones and Sue Toller check the route to Spain, while Miss Daisy 

and The Lady patiently await the green light to go

ing on whether Patsy’s restoration 
has been completed and she has 
successfully undergone some 
distance trials in time for the depar-
ture. Joining them will be members 
of the Bristol and Devon Austin 7 
Clubs and, from Llanddarog, The 
Lady, a 1931 Model A Ford, driven 
by Mike Dingley Jones and Sue 
Toller.
 “It will be a tough journey for 
these cars as we will be crossing a 
small mountain range in the north 
west of Spain before reaching 
Santiago and the coast,” says Pam, 
“but we will carry as many spares 
as we can. Hopefully, none of us 
will need rescuing and the cars 
brought home. Bishop Wyn has 
kindly supplied us with the Seal 
of St David to ‘smooth our path’. I 
just hope the cars realise this.”

 

A PILGRIMAGE TO  

THE HOLY LAND 

McCabe Pilgrimages  

A comprehensive 10-day pilgrimage based in Jerusalem and the Galilee 

Pererindod Esgobaeth Tyddewi 

Gyda’r Gwir Barchedig John Wyn Evans 

Trefnwyd gan Dennis a Sian Wight 
 

1af-10fed Ionawr 2011 
 

St Davids Diocesan Pilgrimage 

With the Right Revd John Wyn Evans 

Organised by Dennis & Sian Wight 
 

1st - 10th February 2011 

 
For more details please contact: 

Dennis or Sian Wight on telephone number: 

(01267) 267192 

Bishop Wyn writes . . .

I HOPE that you will consider joining us on 
pilgrimage to the Holy Lands of Palestine and 

Israel in February 2011. I last visited there forty 
years ago. This is a wonderful opportunity to 
engage with the places as well as the texts of the 
Bible and so to encounter and relate to Jesus in 
a new and thrilling way. We shall find the gospel 
made strikingly contemporary for us in the lives 
of the faithful Palestinians and Israelis whom we 
shall meet and who will guide us through their 
beautiful and troubled land. The variety of sites 
and situations will speak to us all differently; 
but we shall all be united on a journey together 
renewing our commitment to Jesus who is the 
same yesterday, today and for ever. The journey 
will also be full of laughter and joy, with oppor-
tunities for relaxation, worship and fellowship. 
You will need to have reasonable mobility as 
there is some walking and there are lots of steps!

Ysgrifenna Esgob Wyn . . .

GOBEITHIAF y byddwch yn ystyried 
ymuno â ni ar bererindod i Wledydd 

Sanctaidd Palesteina ac Israel ym mis Chwefror 
2011. Ymwelais i â’r lle am y tro diwethaf ddeu-
gain mlynedd yn ôl. Mae hwn yn gyfle gwych i 
gysylltu â mannau a thestunau’r Beibl ac i gyfar-
fod Iesu mewn ffordd newydd a gwefreiddiol. 
Down o hyd i’r efengyl mewn ffordd hynod o 
gyfoes ym mywydau’r Palesteiniaid ac Israeli-
aid a gyfarfyddwn wrth iddynt ein tywys trwy 
eu gwlad hardd a chythryblus. Bydd yr amry-
wiaeth o safleoedd a sefyllfaoedd yn siarad â 
phob un ohonom mewn ffordd wahanol; ond 
bydd undod ar ein taith wrth i ni adnewyddu ein 
hymrwymiad i Iesu, sydd yr un ddoe a heddiw 
ac am byth. Bydd y daith yn un llawn chwerthin 
a llawenydd, addoliad a chymdeithas. Bydd 
angen symudedd rhesymol arnoch oherwydd 
bod yna ychydig o gerdded a llawer o risiau!

Diocesan PilgrimageSt Davids 
Cathedral

Summer Concerts 
2010

Wednesdays at 8.15pm
Tickets: £7 (£5 concessions, 

children free) at the door

14 July
Charles Harrison 
Lincoln Cathedral

21 July
Simon Bell

Winchester Cathedral

28 July
Leicester Chorale
Choral Classics 2

4 August
Philip Rushforth
Chester Cathedral

11 August
Michael Slaney

St Davids Cathedral

18 August
Jocelyn Freeman (piano) 

Favourite Chopin

25 August
Simon Pearce

St Davids Cathedral

1 September
Ashley Grote

Gloucester Cathedral

8 September
Alexander Mason
St Davids Cathedral

15 September
Alexander Mason
& Simon Pearce 
Duets and requests

22 September
St Davids Cathedral Choristers

Choral Classics 3

THOUGH little known outside 
Pembrokeshire, the battle of 

Colby Moor, which took place 
on 1st August, 1645, was one of 
the most decisive events in the 
history of the county. It was fought 
between the forces of Parliament, 
commanded by Major-General 
Rowland Laugharne, and the 
Royalist army under Major-Gener-
als Stradling and Egerton.
 The battle itself took place in 
open moorland between Wiston 
and Llawhaden at Colby Moor. 
Details of the battle are scarce, 
but fighting was said to be fierce. 
Eventually the Royalist forces 

Battle of 
Colby Moor

A decisive, but little known, 
battle in Pembrokeshire’s 

history

Bishop Wyn invites readers to accompany him to Israel and Palestine in February 2011

Full details from Dennis Wight, telephone 01267 267192

were routed, with around 150 men 
killed, the survivors retreating 
back to Haverfordwest. Some of 
the dead were buried in a mound 
still to be seen in a field near Colby 
Moor Farm. Other victims of the 
battle are said to have been buried 
in two locations in the village of 
Wiston – a mass grave in a small 
field immediately to the east of 
Wiston churchyard, and others 
inside the northern perimeter of the 
churchyard itself.
 Each year around the date 
of the anniversary of the battle, 
members of the Sealed Knot, the 
Civil War re-enactment society, 
hold a commemoration at Colby 
Moor Farm and at Wiston Church, 
where six years ago they installed a 
memorial to those who are buried 
in the churchyard.Plaque at the battle site



10     Pobl Dewi, July 2010 

THE Rev Jane Goupillon’s 
chance remark “Wouldn’t 

be a good idea if we were to put 
on an exhibition of the History 
of Llangwm and St Jerome’s 
Church?” turned out to be quite 
a challenge for parishioners and 
members of Llangwm’s Local 
History Society, who spent six 
months researching and mounting 
an exhibition.
 It is known that the church 
was built in the 13th or early 14th 
century – the era of the Norman 
Lords in South Pembrokeshire, the 
Black Death, Strongbow’s invasion 
of Ireland, Agincourt and the Wars 
of the Roses. So, after days spent 
in the Records Office, the Haver-
fordwest Library, on the phone to 
the Lambeth Palace Archive and 
the National Library of Wales and 
Googling every version of Llang-
wm’s name since William the 
Conqueror, a remarkable story 
started to unfold.
 Llangwm was the home of a 
main branch of the De La Roche 
family who dominated this part of 
Pembrokeshire between 1094 and 
1402. Descended from Godebert 
The Fleming, the family adopted 
the De La Roche surname after 
building Roch Castle. Stories 
materialised of the ethnic cleansing 
that took place below the Land-
sker line, removing all the Welsh 
families to the north, thus enabling 
those who had lost their homes 
in major flooding in Flanders to 

immigrate and settle. St Jerome’s 
itself was built by the De La Roche 
family in about 1220, creating the 
famous Medieval Cruciform shape 
with two small chapels to the north 
and south fifty years later. Then in 
1370, Sir David de la Roche created 
a family chapel, where the bones 
of some of the family now lie. For 
hundreds of years, the identity of 
the two effigies in the De La Roche 
Chapel have been unknown, but 
some smart deduction and using 
the family tree put together for the 
exhibition, educated guesses can 
now be made.
 Llangwm had its share of 
unusual Rectors, with Peregrine 

An Artist’s impression of how St Jerome’s might have looked at 
the time Sir David De La Roche built the new family chapel

Llangwm starts to reveal its history 
A chance remark leads to some fascinating discoveries, reports Pam Hunt

Phillips perhaps being the most 
unusual. Peregrine, a militant Puri-
tan, was Rector in the 17th century 
and preached to Cromwell and his 
officers shortly before they left to 
invade Ireland. Unfortunately for 
Peregrine, after the Restoration of 
Charles II, he was removed from 
his benefice in favour of a more 
compliant rector. 
 The exhibition, at St Jerome’s 
over Easter week, turned out to 
be a great success and those who 
worked on the research agreed that 
they should continue, with a view 
to mounting another exhibition in 
2011.

Fit for the 21st century

ST BRYNACH’S, Nevern, near 
Newport, is open to the public 

every day. The congregation tends 
to regard the constant presence of 
visitors in the church as a benign 
nuisance, always politely direct-
ing them to the Bleeding Yew, but 
never seeing them as part of our 
society, or devotions. The fact is 
that many more come through the 
doors of our church in the course 
of a week on the tourist trail than 
ever sit in the pews on a Sunday 
morning, and most probably have 
a better understanding of the plot 
of East Enders than the Christian 
faith. God’s mercy and benevo-
lence are no respecter of persons 
– the church and all it means and 
contains is there equally for them 
as it is for us. We are beginning to 
recognise this, consider what to do 
about it, and have arrived at some 
conclusions.

Into a quiet space
The many visitors to St Brynach’s Church will be encouraged to 

take time out for reflection. Stephen Watkins reports

 Our first intention is to create 
an interpretative area, by removing 
some back pews to create a square 
surrounded by explanatory posters. 
These will tell not only the history 
of the church, which is possibly 
the primary quest of the visitor, but 
also why the church was built and 
to whose glory it stands. Part of our 
spiritual build-up to this exercise 
will be to explain on the posters, 
in our own words, what we, the 
congregation, believe, and invite 
visitors to gently participate in our 
belief.
 A quiet area, with minimal seat-
ing, will be created by the partial 
screening off of a small side chapel 
or transept, so that in occupancy 
one would feel part of the church 
but still be in solitude. There will 
be space for people to pray, with 
a small altar, cross and a stand 
for votive candles. We hope this 
will draw visitors from inspect-
ing the interior and looking at the 
historical artefacts, to using this 
area to learn about our Lord’s love 
for them and how He might have 
directed them into the church. A 
natural progression will be to think 
on these things and we shall point 
out that the quiet chapel has been 
created for this purpose. They may 
sit for a while in the chapel, saying 
as they leave a prayer and lighting 
a candle.
 These plans to share the faith 
will demonstrate the unique contri-
bution of the Christian church to 
the further development of the 
wider area, including the castle, the 
beautiful village and the famous 
pub.©
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Major modernisation and reorganisation projects for Llanelli 
churches include improvements, overhauls, upgrades and closures

IN March, following compre-
hensive reviews and audits, 

parishioners in Llanelli voted deci-
sively in favour of wide-ranging 
improvements to the town’s iconic 
parish church, St Elli’s. They 
further agreed that another church 
in the town, St Peter’s, would be 
developed to offer much-needed 
youth provision.
 These plans form part of a 
major modernisation of Anglican 
church organisation in Llanelli, 
which will concentrate activity on 
three centres: Holy Trinity (Felin-
foel) in the north, St Elli’s in the 

town centre and St Peter’s to the 
south.
 There are eight Anglican 
churches in Llanelli but the Bene-
fice Parochial Church Council 
(PCC) concluded that this was 
neither the best use of resources, 
nor did it best meet the needs of 
the community it serves. Closure 
of four of the town’s remaining 
churches – St John’s, St Alban’s, 
Christchurch and Furnace – will 
fund the improvements of St Elli’s 
and St Peter’s. A fifth, All Saints, 
will be retained until improve-
ments at St Elli’s are complete.

 On 21st June, the Diocesan 
Churches and Pastoral Committee 
endorsed the request of the PCC 
to begin the process of closure of 
St Alban’s, St John’s and Furnace 
Mission Churches. The PCC will 
now decide a date when they are 
ready to begin the process.
 St Elli’s, which ranks among 
the town’s most important build-
ings, is to get a major overhaul to 
restore its place at the forefront of 
the community in the 21st century, 
offering new facilities and services.
 St Peter’s will be developed 
to provide much-needed youth 
facilities for the town and money 
has been ear-marked to fund the 
appointment of a dedicated youth 
worker. There are also plans to 
provide creative spaces for both 
worship and alternative uses.
 The Archdeacon of Carmar-
then, Ven Alun Evans, while 
acknowledging that, of course, 
some parishioners will feel upset 
and discomfited by these changes, 
said ‘We have embarked upon a 
process that will revitalise Chris-
tian mission in Llanelli. It will not 
happen overnight because it is vital 
that we get the detail right and that 
the congregations themselves are 
the driving force behind it. It’s a 
real challenge but it’s one which 
will re-energise us as we move 
forward. There is so much more we 
can offer when we come together 
as a Christian family.’ 

FROM 12 noon on 25th July at 
Yet-y-Rhug Stables in Little 

Newcastle, near Haverfordwest, 
visitors will be able to see more 
than 50 racehorses – many of them 
winners. The horses will either be 
parading in the show ring, working 
at speed on the gallops or in their 
stables, where visitors will be able 
to get a closer look.
 This annual event has, to date, 

raised around £40,000 for its 
chosen charities, amongst which 
are the Injured Jockeys Fund and 
local churches. This year a large 
proportion of the proceeds is 
going to the Cystic Fibrosis Trust 
and the Father Heart Ministries. 
Local churches – St Peter’s, Little 
Newcastle, St Giles, Letterston, St 
Mary’s, Puncheston and Llanfair 
Nant y Gof – will also benefit.

Meet the Stars
Readers are invited to the fourth annual Peter Bowen Racing 
Stables Open Day on 25th July, which will be hosted by TV 

presenters and leading jockeys

RACING STABLES

From 12 noon at Yet-Y-Rhug, between Letterston and
Little Newcastle off A40 Haverfordwest to Fishguard  

This year’s charities are the Cystic Fibrosis Trust,
local churches  and the Father Heart Ministries.

Adults £5
Children and 
Parking FREE

Dogs welcome
on a lead

Aintree star
Always Waining

jumps Becher’s. Meet him
and many other winners.

CHARITY OPEN DAY
SUNDAY 25TH JULY 2010 

� Gallops Work 

� Dressage display 

� Bouncy castle 

� Top Jockeys 

� Pony Rides 

� Refreshments

� Raffle

� Parade of Horses 

� Charity Auction 

� Pig Roast

PETER BOWEN
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HARRIET DAVIES was born 
with a rare metabolic disease 

which, over a short period of time, 
left her unable to speak and with-
out any motor abilities. In spite of 
these disabilities she was a very 
happy child and was taught to 
communicate using a word chart. 
She enjoyed holidays in Tenby in 
the company of family and friends 
and ‘said’ that she thought every-
one should have a holiday. Harriet 
died in 1992 shortly after being 
confirmed at home by Bishop Dewi 
Bridges.
 It had become increasingly 
difficult to take holidays due to the 
many items of special equipment 
which were needed to care for 
Harriet and which were obviously 
not available in normal holiday 
houses, a need which would be 
shared by other families with disa-
bled children. So Harriet’s parents 
decided to fulfil her wish that 
everyone should be able to have 
holidays and set up the charity 
with the aim of providing a holiday 
house equipped with all the aids 
needed to care for a disabled child.
 ‘Harriet’s House’, on the 
harbour in Tenby, was opened in 
1994 and it was soon very clear 
that one house did not meet the 
demand. A second, ‘Giltar View’, 
was opened in 1998. Even with 
two houses it was not still possible 
to accommodate all those families 
with disabled children wishing to 
take holidays.

‘Everyone should have a holiday’
Set up in memory of a cherished daughter, The Harriet Davis Seaside Holiday Trust for Disabled 

Children offers holidays to families who may otherwise find it very difficult to get away together

 The third house, ‘The Wheela-
bout’ in Penally, was purpose-built 
with wheelchair users in mind and 
an indoor heated swimming pool. 
Even though demand continued to 
outstrip supply this was to be the 
Trust’s last house. 
 However, while these houses 
were suitable for children with 
physical disabilities, a similar 
provision was needed for fami-
lies with children with autism and 
other learning disabilities. This 
presented a different challenge as 
the main requirements were for 
safety and security rather than aids 
for the physically disabled. ‘Caer-
wen’, in Narberth, meets these 

needs and has been much appreci-
ated by families who, like all those 
who use the Trust’s houses, may 
never have been able to take holi-
days together before.
 None of this would have been 
possible without the support of 
many charitable trusts, the National 
Lottery, local groups and friends, 
many of whom are kind enough to 
continue to support the work of the 
Trust.
 The Trust is based at Tindle 
House, Warren Street, Tenby SA7 
0UY; Visit their website at
www.harriet-davis-trust.org.uk/  
for further information

Wheelabout pool and hoist

ROEDD Dydd Llun 21 Mehefin 
yn ddiwrnod hanesyddol 

ym mywyd yr elusen Dyslecsia 
Cymru, sydd yn rhoi cefnogaeth 
a gwybodaeth I’r unigolyn 
dyslecsig ar draws Cymru.
 Sefydlwyd y mudiad 9 
mlynedd yn nol yn Aberteifi, 
lle mae ei brif Swyddfa wedi 
cael ei leoli ers y cychwyn.
 Ond nawr, drwy garedigrwydd 
a chydweithio gyda Prifysgol 
Coleg y Drindod mae gennym 
swyddfa ar Gampws y Brifysgol 
yng Nghaerfyrddin.
Mae hyn yn arwain at gydweithio 
rhwng y ddau fudiad ar nifer o 
agweddau, gan gynnwys creu 
adnoddau, – yn enwedig rhai 
cyfrwng Cymraeg (lle nad oes 
bron dim yn bodoli), mewnbwn 
i gyrsiau Hyfforddiant Dysgu 
darpar-athrawon gan arbenigwyr 

Dyslecsia
Cymru

Dyslecsia Cymru/Wales Dyslexia is a pan-Wales charity which 
has offices at both Trinity St David University, Carmarthen, and 
in Cardigan. The charity offers advice to dyslexics, parents, 
teachers and anyone interested in dyslexia.

On Monday 21st June a formal partnership agreement was 
signed between Trinity and Dyslecisa Cymru which will enable 
the 2 bodies to work collaboratively on a wide range of projects – 
especially developing Welsh language resources and e-learning 
courses.

The document was signed on behalf of the charity by Revd 
Fr Paul Mackness, Vicar of Haverfordwest and Chairman of 
Dyslecsia Cymru

o Dyslecsia Cymru, cefnogaeth 
i fyfyrwyr y Brifysgol yn nol y 
galw, a rhoi swyddfa i Dyslecsia 
Cymru I gynnal ssgrinio ac asesu 
unigolion yn y Gymraeg neu’r 
Saesneg, yn Ne-Orllewin Cymru.
 Llofnodwyd Memorandwm 
y Barttneriaeth ar ran Dyslecsia 
Cymru gan Gadeirydd y Bwrdd 
Ymddiriedolwyr – Tad Barchedig 
Paul Mackness, Ficer Hwlffordd 
(gynt o Grwp Eglwysi Maenordeifi 
– a lle roedd yn Ddeon Gwlad).
 Edrychir ymlaen tuag at weld 
llawer o gydweithio ar brosiectau 
newydd , gan gynnwys sefydlu 
cwrs dysgu ar lein (e-learning) 
a ellir ei wneud gan rhieni, 
athrawon, ac unigolion sydd a 
diddodeb yn y maes. Gobeithir 
medru cyflwyno’r Cwrs drwy’r 
Gymraeg a’r Saesneg.

THE 54th Commission on the 
Status of Women (CSW) was 

entitled ‘Beijing +15 – Review and 
Appraisal of Progress Achieved 
Fifteen Years after Implementation 
of the 1995 Beijing Platform for 
Action on Women (BPFA)’.
 Every year, The Anglican 
Communion Office at the United 
Nations brings together represent-
atives from the Anglican Church 
throughout the world to take part 
in CSW – this year, Helen Biggin 
represented the Church in Wales. 
With 75 million church members 
in 164 countries, the Anglican 
delegates bring grass-roots knowl-
edge of equality issues in their own 
countries. Furthermore, in many 
of those countries, it is the Church 
which has the resources ‘on the 
ground’ to offer practical help and 
support.
 CSW 54 examined the progress 
that had been made on the 12 crit-
ical issues previously identified 
by BPFA and looked at what still 
needed to be done. After two weeks 

of debate, plenary sessions, discus-
sion and parallel events, CSW 
passed seven resolutions covering 
a wide range of subjects. However, 
behind the UN-speak of those reso-
lutions, lies a wealth of real human 
tragedies and triumphs – and not 

just in other countries. In fact, there 
were a number of common themes 
identified by the Anglican women 
and recognised as affecting all 
communities – top of the list was 
violence against women, includ-
ing domestic abuse. Another, less 
tangible, is lack of self-esteem and 
confidence.
 So what to do? At the very 
least, Helen encourages us all to 
challenge individual injustices and 
offer simple kindnesses and support 
to those who need it, and suggests 
that those in a position to do so 
should encourage and mentor other 
women. Closer to home, considera-
tion could be given to establishing 
a pilot group for young people in 
Wales so that the next generation 
is familiar with, and will take up, 
these issues before they become 
adults. Above all, Helen says, we 
should never tolerate a situation 
where ‘education’, ‘healthcare’, 
‘safety from violence’ or ‘decent 
employment’ . . . ‘isn’t for girls.’

Equality Issues around the 
World

Helen Biggin represented the 
Church in Wales as a member 
of the Anglican women’s 
delegation at the 54th 
session of the United Nations 
Commission on the Status of 
Women, held in New York in 

March

A report from this year’s UN Commission on the Status of Women

“The purpose of the 
survey is to take a 
snapshot of what’s 
going on week-in 
week-out,” says Stuart Robinson, 
the RSCM’s Coordinator in Wales. 
“The results will give us an idea 
of how RSCM affiliated churches 
and individuals make use of their 
membership.” The last survey was 
held in 2003. Since then the vari-
ety of ways in which the RSCM 
supports church music-making 
has increased through its range of 
publications, training programmes 
such as Voice for Life, courses, 
training choirs and above all, local 
events. “I hope as many churches 
as possible will feel able to take 

part, not just RSCM 
affiliates,” says Stuart 
Robinson. “We would 
like as comprehen-

sive a picture as possible; the 
responses will help guide the six 
area committees in Wales and 
the central administration of the 
RSCM, in shaping the training and 
support we give to our members, 
whether the church in question 
has abundant musical resources or 
none.” 
 For information on how to take 
part go to www.rscm.com/wales
where responses can either be 
made online, or by downloading 
hard copy. The closing date is 1st 
September. 

Church Music-Making
The Royal School of Church Music (RSCM) in Wales has just 
launched a survey of church music, the results of which will inform 

decisions on future training and support offered to members
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HANDS up everyone who 
doesn’t have a church choir 

and an organ and an organist, 
and who’d like them. Thought so. 
Hands down.
 Soon, even the tiniest church 
can enjoy all three to accompany 
its hymn-singing, thanks to a joint 
initiative between the Diocesan 
Communications Team and the 
Royal School of Church Music 
in West Wales. Over the next few 

months, choirs from all over the 
diocese will be pooling their skills 
to compile a “bank” of popular 
hymns, available for use free of 
charge via the diocesan website. 
Choirs so far signed up include St 
Davids Cathedral Choir, the Cathe-
dral Boys’ Choir, the Cathedral 
Singers, the Dyfed Choir, Uzmas-
ton Church Choir and St Cledwyn’s 
Singers.
 When the scheme is up and 

IF you are then a new scheme 
starting in October could be just 

for you. The Cleddau Area Theo-
logical Studies group (CATS for 
short) is planning to hold three 
six-week courses, when we will 
be discussing various aspects of 
Christian theology.
 We are beginning with the end, 
looking at eschatology, the study 
of the Last Things. Weeks one to 
three (October 12th, 19th, 26th) led 
by Revd Peter Lewis of Narbeth, 
will look at the last things in the 
Bible, in the Old Testament, in the 
teachings of Jesus and Paul and 
the Book of Revelation. In weeks 
four and five (November 9th and 
16th) Revd Dr Rhiannon John-
son of Walwyn’s Castle, leads the 
discussion on through ideas about 
Death and Judgement, Heaven and 

Hell, in theology, art, literature and 
popular culture over the Chris-
tian centuries. Finally, on 23rd 
November, Revd Derek Davies of 
Steynton will lead us on an explo-
ration of how all this thinking about 
the last days ties into the crises that 
face the coming century.
 The sessions run from 7.30-
9pm in Robeston Wathen church 
hall. There will be a minimal 
charge to cover expenses. There is 
no need to turn in any written work 
or to complete the whole course. 
This is intended to be a help and 
not a burden. Please do come along 
and exercise your mental muscles.
 If you would like any more 
information please contact Peter 
on 01834 860370 or Rhiannon at 
rhiannon.johnson@tesco.net.

“We send invitations to every 
school in the deanery the clergy 
are in contact with, whether or not 
they are church schools. We make 
no charge for the day but schools 
have to pay for their own trans-
port and the children bring packed 
lunches. In the invitations I outline 
the theme for the day and give a 
list of the workshops we hope to 
offer so that schools can express a 
preference. As the invitations come 
in I allocate groups to workshops. 
The children stay with their teach-
ers in a school group although, if a 
school brings quite a number, there 
may be two or three groups for that 
school. 
 “We start at 10.30 with worship 
that welcomes them and sets out 
the theme for the day. Then the 
children do three workshops of 
about half an hour each with a 
mid-morning break. These work-
shops are led by clergy and lay 
helpers from the deaneries. I try 
to balance what the schools want 
to do (most often craft) with what 
the workshop leaders feel able to 
offer (often anything but craft). 
This year our theme was the Resur-
rection and we explored it using 
some of the images that Christians 
have traditionally employed – light 
out of darkness, eggs, butterflies, 
the phoenix. Our workshops made 
Ukrainian-style Easter Eggs, phoe-
nix puppets, phoenix lanterns, 
scratch-art jewellery, collages, 

painted big boards, sowed cress 
crosses, formed a choir, sang 
worship songs, did drama, heard 
stories, played games, prayed with 
candles and made egg-shaped 
prayer cards.
 “After lunch they all come 
together again for another act of 
worship that tries to bring together 
all the things they have been doing 
and offer it all to God. 
 I try to make sure that each 

child goes home with something 
they have made. I hear that the 
children often use these things to 
tell their school friends and fami-
lies about what they have done and 
learnt. 
 “The pattern can easily be 
re-used in any big church and made 
to work for other times of year, if 
there are the people willing to take 
it on. I hope they do because it is so 
very worthwhile and encouraging.”

Record Response for Resurrection
On Ascension Day, 453 children from 13 different schools and groups came to the Cathedral for a 
children’s festival. The service model is one which can easily be adapted by other churches. This 
is an annual event, now hosted by three deaneries – Roose, Dewisland and Daugleddau – working 
together. We asked one of the organisers, Rhiannon Johnson, how it worked and if it could be 

repeated elsewhere 

A new scheme to provide sacred music via the website will soon be up and running, says 
Jonathan Copus

running, all you will need to do 
is download your hymn selection 
from the website onto your PC or 
MP3 player, and then play it during 
the service – directly from the MP3 
player, from a laptop or after burn-
ing a CD. If you don’t have a sound 
system, a ghetto blaster will do at 
a pinch – although an ad in the 
parish mag or a local car boot sale 
will usually throw up a serviceable 
domestic hi-fi to do the job.
 Meanwhile, if your choir would 
like to join the swelling ranks of 
singers, please email

revjc@dentron.co.uk, 
or follow the links from

www.stdavidsdiocese.org.uk.

CATS and Dogmas
Are you looking at ways of exploring the Christian faith more 

deeply and thoughtfully?

AETH aelodau Dyffryn 
Aman ati i gynnal ‘Bore 

Coffi’ i godi arian tuag at AFIA 
(gwelwyd erthygl ar hwn yn y 
rhifyn diwethaf o Bobl Dewi) a 
Chronfa Dramor Undeb y Mamau. 
 Diben y cronfa hon yw 
galluogi canghenau yn y trydydd 
byd i ddatblygu prosiectau. Prynu 
hadau, geifr, ffowls, yw diben 
rhai. Mae rhain yn angenrheidiol 
i fwydo teuluoedd a chodi arian 
i dalu am addysg i’w plant. 
I rhai glanhau ffynhonnau 
dwr a chael melinau blawd 
yw’r flaenoriaeth. I eraill codi 
canolfan aml-bwrpas yw’r nod - 
Eglwys, lle i gynnal astudiaethau 
Beiblaidd, dosbarthidau 
darllen, cyrsau rhiant ag ati.
 Prosiect Newydd sy wedi 

dod i law yw’r ‘Wheel Appeal’. 
Oherwydd y dirwasgiad byd-eang 
mae’r cynllun trafnidiaeth wedi 
ei dorri dros hanner. Mae’n 
hanfodol fod gan ein gweithwyr 
gerbydau cryf a dibenadwy i yrru 
ar hyd a lled gwledydd Africa.
 Yn ateb i’r Apel mae 
Esgobaeth Tyddewi wedi anfon 
£2,000 i’r Gronfa. Diolch i’r 
ymddiriedolwyr am eu haelioni.
 Bydd arddangosfa o waith 
Undeb y Mamau yn Neuadd 
Sant Pedr, Caerfyrddin ar Fedi 
15ed o 10 or gloch tan 3 y 
prynhawn. Gwelir stondinau 
o bob math yna a chyfle i gael 
gwybodaeth a gwneud ffrindiau 
dros baned. Dewch, mi gewch 
groeso mawr.     

Undeb y Mamau
Mari Thomas, from Dyffryn Aman, summarises the overseas 

work of the Mothers’ Union

FINAL DATE

to submit

articles for the

next edition 

of Pobl Dewi 

is 22nd October

Staff Inset Reflection Day

Summer term began with an Inset Day for the staff of St Oswalds 
V.A. school, Jeffreyston. They spent a very enjoyable day of 
reflection and relaxation at St Non’s Retreat Centre in St Davids, 
together with Fr Paul. The day was led by Canon Patrick Thomas 
and refreshments and lunch were provided by the nuns. There 
was ample time to take in the fantastic scenery and beautiful 

walks along the coastal path
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THE term ‘religion’ is notori-
ously difficult to define. We 

find, for example, that a religion 
such as Hinduism is constituted 
in such diverse ways that it may 
be difficult for us to identify this 
‘system of thought and practice’ as 
a religion, when comparing it to a 
Christian template. One significant 
difference is the absence in the 
one and the inclusion in the other 
of core foundational and axio-
matic statements of belief. Similar 
contrasts may be drawn with other 
religions or ‘systems of thought 
and practice.’
 Insights such as these, which 
travel and electronic exchange of 
information are producing, are 
no longer merely a part of some 
arcane theological debate. Nor, 
for that matter, are they an argu-
ment for the resumption of some of 
the cruder forms of proselytizing 
which we have witnessed in our 
past. Rather, they present us with 
the need for a re-appraisal of the 
task in which we are all engaged – 
the task of mission in a multi-faith 
and/or largely humanist society.
 Now these thoughts, although 
arising once again in our context, 
are not, of course, remotely origi-
nal. They remind us of an earlier 
period in the history of our faith 
when some of its ancient hallmarks 
became impressed upon it as it 
established itself in a Greek intel-
lectual milieu. They echo a time 
when Greek intellect struggled to 
systematise, within its own philo-
sophic formulations, the religious 
experience of a Hebrew people – 
the awareness that the Word had, 
indeed, become flesh and dwelt 
among them.
 And although many would 
seek to deny it, there is, quite natu-
rally, a desire on all our parts and 
in every age to graft our faith, as 
did the Greek Fathers, to the para-
digms of the age. In our modern 
age, a touchstone of thought has 
been the Royal Society’s motto, 
which reads along the lines of ‘take 
no-one’s word for it’. So while 
this mindset, requiring as it does 
repeatable confirmation by exper-
iment, has sadly distanced many 

Engaging afresh 
with the world

In the latest in our series of opinion pieces, Derek Davies, 
Asociate Priest in the Parish of Steynton challenges us to simply 
follow the command ‘to love God and our neighbour’, and to 
contemplate that Jesus is at work in ways which we have yet to 

understand

In my view . . .

from conventional expressions of 
faith, there exists, paradoxically, 
for many, a deep need for expres-
sion of certainty within faith which 
likewise mirrors the ‘scientific 
temper’ of our times. So here, once 
again, is the dilemma and temp-
tation of our age and the Western 
tradition, and hence the need for a 
re-appraisal.
 Just as the Greek intellectual 
milieu felt obliged to adopt quasi-
philosophical formulae to combat 
heresy, so we crave binding formu-
laic certainty in our contemporary 
expressions of faith and Church. 
We tend to exhibit the deep need 
to be seen to be ‘scientific’, a need 
to challenge the world in terms 
of tightly-defined, frequently 
confrontational, unassailable prop-
osition and ‘fact’ and all this is at 
a time when our intellectual scien-
tific milieu is, itself, becoming far 
more modest about the finality of 
its own claims. Much of today’s 
science sees itself as extending 
and interpreting further its ongoing 
tradition of seeking ‘understand-
ing’ rather than any closure by way 
of final explanation.
 And so, with scientists now 
displaying considerable humil-
ity, is it not time for less stridency 
and arrogance on our part also, as 
we seek to engage afresh with the 
world? Should we not be prepared 
to admit that what we hold dear 
remains, nevertheless, partial and 
provisional – that we continue ‘to 
see through a glass darkly’? Should 
we not be prepared to contemplate 
that Jesus is at work throughout 
the world in ‘flocks’ and ‘systems 
of thought and practice’ other than 
our own and in ways we have yet 
to comprehend? Should we not 
remind ourselves that the human 
desire for taxonomy, intellec-
tual coherence and inclusion lies 
beneath our traditional attempts to 
allocate humanity to specific ‘reli-
gions’, but the challenge of the 
One we follow ‘to love God and 
our neighbour’ transcends such 
attempts and it is this challenge 
which lies at the heart of mission, 
not necessarily recruitment across 
historic and human fault lines?

OUR vision for a place of 
retreat for others began in 

August 1995 during an idyllic holi-
day touring the Outer Hebrides in 
our camper van. Three years later, 
after much searching, this vision 
became a reality when we moved 
into Bromihangel in Easter 1998.
 After a year of hard manual 
work renovating the property we 
welcomed our first guests, a clergy 
family on their post-Easter break.
 Over the next ten years, many 
people in need of rest and refesh-
ment came from all over the world, 
often through word of mouth. 
People from different cultures and 
churchmanship challenged us in 
our understanding of God, work-
ing through different situations 
and environments. This helped us 
to become more open-minded and 
questioning of our own attitudes.
 We were truly blessed to make 
new friends, to learn of their expe-

riences and to see God healing and 
restoring in different ways. We 
also made our home available to 
church and parish groups on day 
retreats. This was not a commercial 
venture as we made no charges – 
people came to share our home. We 
learned to trust in God’s timing. 
When, because of our personal 
situation it would have been diffi-
cult to have people stay, the phone 
stopped ringing until we were able 
to give visitors the support they 
needed.
 Prayer was important as we 
wanted to discern our visitors’ 
needs. Some of our guests wanted 
to do manual work, others needed a 
listening ear. To be a good listener 
involves hard work and is time 
consuming. We soon realised that 
we had to give ourselves space to 
recharge our own batteries after 
bidding farewell to our visitors.
 The hardest lesson for us was 

accepting that our time at Bromi-
hangel was far shorter than we 
had envisaged. We put our heart 
and soul into the ministry there, 
and it had been home to eight of 
our family spanning three genera-
tions, but at the end there were just 
the two of us. We both felt God 
was drawing our focus away from 
the place, through Lynn’s grow-
ing ministry as Priest-in-Charge 
of Brechfa and Mike’s involve-
ment with Diocesan finances and 
stewardship. 
 Our move to Bromihangel 
was surrounded and supported 
in prayer, and prayer continues 
to be our strength and guide. We 
recognise that there is a season 
for everything, and our ministry at 
Bromihangel has come to a natural 
end. It has been a place of peace 
and spiritual healing. All we can do 
is trust in God’s plans for its future 
role.

A place 
of retreat

Lynne and Mike Chambers reflect on their time at Bromihangel

BAPTISMS, confirmations and 
weddings are always good 

excuses for parties or family get-
togethers. However, these events 
are not the end of the great occa-
sion, they are just the beginning. 
Sadly, very often we don’t see 
these families in our churches 
again, but, in all honesty, who can 
blame them?
 The clergy cannot be entirely 
blamed for not following up the 
church ceremony – it is also up to 
us. We, too, are ‘the church’ and 

Getting to know you
Iris Staniland invites us all to consider how we offer a ministry of 

welcome to the newly baptised, confirmed or married

surely the best way of encouraging 
newcomers to return to church is to 
befriend them. It’s no good saying 
‘I wouldn’t know what to say’ – 
you don’t know until you try. It’s 
no good saying ‘I haven’t the time’ 
– we all find time to do the things 
we want to. 
 If someone does venture into 
our midst, how do we react? Do 
we mark baptism and confirma-
tion anniversaries within our own 
families? How often do we invite 
newly-confirmed young people to 

our homes? Many of our churches 
have ageing populations – what a 
great opportunity to tap into their 
experience. A powerful symbol and 
teaching tool, especially when so 
many people are interested in trac-
ing their family histories, is to have 
boards in our churches display-
ing the names of those recently 
baptised or married. Let us not 
forget the ministry of Godparents – 
surely they and their Godchildren 
need our prayers.
 We could also follow the exam-
ple of the Scandinavian Church 
which, many years ago, published 
baptism follow-up cards with-
out envelopes. These were to be 
delivered, personally, to homes, 
preferably at a time when the whole 
family was there. Another idea 
would be for regular members of a 
congregation to ‘adopt’ the newly 

baptised, confirmed or married 
people and their families, take 
them under their wing and encour-
age them to think of themselves as 
church family – our family. 
 When we were arranging our 
own marriage the vicar made 
the memorable comment ‘Don’t 
forget to plan your silver wedding 
anniversary once your wedding 

celebrations are over.’ He also 
made a point of asking the congre-
gation to pray for us regularly.
 So let’s take a long, hard look 
at the way we welcome newcomers 
into our midst and how we encour-
age them to join us for services on 
a regular basis.

Something to say . . .

Reflection
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CHURCHYARDS and ancient 
burial sites were often 

remnants of old meadow given 
to the church by the local squire 
or landowner and are therefore 
unlikely to have been ploughed, 
fertilised or sprayed. They provide 
ideal havens for flora and fauna 
of many kinds, as well as refuges 
for people in inner cities, bringing 
sanctuary and solace into an other-
wise busy and noisy environment. 
Certain fungi, which are becoming 
rarer elsewhere in the country-
side, can however still be found in 
churchyards and cemeteries.

at the same time catching the black 
spores, giving it the appearance of 
a widow’s veil. 
 Earthstars, Geastrums, start off 
as an onion shaped ball. At matu-
rity they break open to stand up on 
the end of their points, thus rais-
ing the level of the spore sac as 
high as possible over the surround-

Churchyard Cups 
& Saucers

Sheila Spence encourages us all to take a stroll through our churchyards in search of fungi

only be found in “unimproved” 
grasslands such as well mown 
churchyards, and their protection 
is crucial as they have been in seri-
ous decline across Europe since the 
1940s.
 The delicate Pink Waxcap, or 
Ballerina Waxcap, Hygrocybe cal-
yptriformis, characterised by its 
pink pointed cap and pure white 

Arched Earthstar

Chicken of the Woods

Pink Waxcap

 From November to March the 
bright red Scarlet Elfcups, Sarco-
scypha austriaca, bring a splash of 
colour to winter landscape. Later, 
the well-hidden, smaller Green 
Woodcup, Chlorociboria aeruge-
nascens, turns fallen wood blue/
green. This stained wood has been 
used for generations by craftsmen 
to make Tunbridgeware, a form of 
marquetry.
 Weeping Widow, Lacrymaria 
lacrymabunda, appears to weep 
around the edge of the cap while 

ing leaf litter and looking just like 
a Sputnik! It is said that the name 
‘earthstar’ came from the Ameri-
can Indians who thought they had 
come down from outer space – 
hence ‘star which fell to the earth’. 
 The amazing Shaggy Ink Cap, 
Coprinus comatus, can change in a 
matter of hours from being edible 
to a mess of black goo as it auto-
digests itself, creating the ink its 
name suggests. 
 There are several species of 
fungi that grow on Yews, but the 
most memorable is the bright 
yellow bracket fungus, Sulpher 
Polypore, Laetiporus sulphureus, 
more commonly called ‘Chicken 
of the Woods’. 
 Waxcaps, Hygrocybes, can 

stem, was until recently on the Red 
Data List. 
 We need to deepen our under-
standing of the importance of our 
churchyards as living sanctuaries 
and record the fungi which can be 
found there.
 This is an abbreviated version 
of a longer article which can be 
obtained by contacting the author, 
Sheila Spence, on 01531 631736 or 
by email:
marchesfungi@btinternet.com

AT this year’s Diocesan Youth 
Camp there will be outdoor 

activities – perhaps surfing or a 
little climbing; various workshops 
on the arts, music and maybe some 
sport; there will be time for chilling 
out and making new friends. There 
will be lots of laughter during our 
X-Factor evening, tears during 
the film night and serious compe-
tition on our quiz night. It will be 
an unforgettable experience and 
a great opportunity to learn more 
about Christian Faith and follow-
ing Jesus in an informal and 
friendly atmosphere. 
 The camp will take place 
from Monday 16th to Friday 20th 
August at Pendine Outdoor Educa-
tion Centre. The all-inclusive cost 
will be £40 per person.
 If you would like further infor-
mation, please feel free to contact 
Revd Dyfrig Lloyd on 01974 
298937 or email dyfriglloyd@
hotmail.com. 
 You can get an application 
form from your vicar. Please 
complete it and return it to Dyfrig 

with a cheque for £40 made out to 
St David’s Diocesan Youth Team as 
soon as possible and send it to The 

An event not to be missed
If you are 11-16 years old, the Diocesan Youth Committee invites you along

for a week of excitement and fun in August

Vicarage, Cysgod y Llan, Lland-
dewi Brefi, Tregaron, SY25 6AS.

PLANS are now well in hand for 
Walk Saint David, a mission 

enterprise which will be taking 
place between 18th September 
and 10th October. This is an inter-
denominational and bilingual 
enterprise and embraces almost the 
whole of the diocese. 250 Chris-
tians from various corners of Wales 
and the wider UK are coming 
to participate and to assist the 
churches which are currently draw-
ing together their programmes. 
 This will be an entirely local 
initiative which will benefit from 
the gifts and expertise of guests 
who will come to bring the people-
power needed to make the dreams 
of local Christians come true. 
 Between the resources of 
Through Faith Missions, which has 
now been organising these kind of 
enterprises across the UK for 25 
years, and the financial support of 
the St Teilo Trust, there is no plan 
which is beyond the capabilities of 

Walk St David 2010
‘Excited about evangelism’ is not a usual description of the 
church. However, this time it is true of over 110 churches across 
the length and breadth of the St Davids diocese, says Stuart Bell

the local church. So frequently in 
the past we have wondered where 
the manpower would come from, 
or who would provide us with 
the finances, but now this major 
mission initiative is happening 
with provision of all that is needed 
being guaranteed in advance. 
 Launch events will take place 
at the start of each week firstly in 
Tenby, then in St Davids and then in 
Cardigan. There will be a conclud-
ing Celebration of Faith in the Arts 
Hall of Aberystwyth University on 
Saturday 9th October at 7 pm when 
Dan Cozens, the founder and direc-
tor of Through Faith Missions will 
speak. He is an ordained evange-
list and has the title of Canterbury 
Six Preacher which is a significant 
honour. 
 This whole enterprise promises 
to be a significant time in the life of 
the diocese and in the lives of many 
who do not currently have a living 
and personal faith.

As Pobl Dewi goes to press, uncertainty continues to surround the 
parish of Llanarth & Capel Cynon, as an investigation by Dyfed 
Powys Police and Ceredigion Social Services into allegations made 
against the vicar, Revd Canon Chris Bolton, enters its sixth month.  

Chris has stepped aside from all parochial duties at the request 
of Bishop Wyn Evans pending an outcome to the investigation. 

The Archdeacon of Cardigan, Ven Dr Will Strange, who has 
assumed responsibility for the parish, has called for a speedy reso-
lution to the inquiries, so that the community can return to normal. 

Llanarth waits
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“Thank you for choosing me 
as your sponsored child. I 
now have the chance to go 
to school. I hope you like my 
drawing of a flower.”

We are so pleased to be 
able to sponsor you and we 
liked your drawing very much. 
We hope you are enjoying 
school and that you have a 
very Happy Christmas.

“I am enjoying school very 
much. My favourite subject 
is the Tamil language. 
We had chicken curry for 
Christmas dinner. I have 
dinner every evening at the 
Compassion project and I 
have lots of friends there. I 
take some food home to my 
grandmother who is ill. I have 
one sister called Mohani.”

Is Mohani in school?

“Mohani is not in school, she 
works in a brick factory. She 
sends her love and said thank 
you for asking about her. My 
grandmother has died.” 

We are so sorry to hear 
your sad news, please send 
our love to your sister. 

“My sister says ‘hello’ – but 
she has a fever. I learn about 
the Bible at the Compassion 
project, I play games with my 
friends, have dinner, regular 
health check-ups and learn 
skills like dress making and 
cooking. It is the rainy season 
here and water is pouring 
through the roof of our hut. I 
am still doing well at school 
and have lots of friends. I 
take some food home from 
the Compassion project for 
my sister.”

The weather is also very 
wet in Wales. How is Mohani?

“My sister is better now and 
is working again in the brick 
factory. Compassion arranged 
for the leak in the roof to be 
repaired. I got 75% in my end 
of term exams and we had a 
day out to the seaside. This 

Extracts from a series of letters over several years between a child and her sponsors in Llandeilo 

Rajeswari – a success story

is the first time I have left my 
village.”

Well done on getting such 
a good mark in your exams! 

“I have taught my sister to 
sew and Compassion bought 
her a sewing machine. She 
doesn’t have to work in the 

brick factory anymore. It is 
the rainy season again and 
our house is dry. I am so 
happy . . . I have passed 
my final exams at school 
and I am now training to be 
a beauty therapist. I will be 
doing some work experience 
in Bangalore.”

The High Sheriff of Dyfed, David Pryse Lloyd, gave his support 
to the 12-hour organ-playing marathon in aid of the ancient St 
David’s Church, Llanddewi Velfrey, on 12th April. In what is 
believed to be a first for Wales, the Organathon was broadcast on 
the World Wide Web in an attempt to engage Welsh ex-patriots 

around the globe, and £1,000 was raised on the day

High Sheriff backs Wales First

UNDER the agreed terms of 
£49,000 of Heritage Lottery 

Funding, volunteers were to be 
trained ‘in the traditional skills 
needed to repair the ancient 
churchyard at Llandre.’ Work was 
to include restoring the gates and 
a mausoleum (Pobl Dewi, March 
2009), rebuilding the boundary 
wall, constructing a green oak 
information kiosk, and installing 
information panels.
 Dave Bryant, who began work 
as a sheet-metal worker at the age 
of 16 and worked for 20 years at 

Old Skills, New Confidence
Working as a volunteer on a project in the ancient churchyard at 

Llandre has helped Dave Bryant to get his life back on track

Llanwern steelworks, found that 
volunteering on the Llandre project 
helped him get his life back on 
track. He had been in rehabilitation 
following years of alcohol and drug 
dependency and, having worked 
alongside other people again, says 
of the experience: “In the past I 
would have shied away when faced 
by people I didn’t know. But now 
I’ve got the confidence to talk to 
anyone, which is important when 
speaking with customers, now that 
I have started my own business.”

Other charities which parishes may wish to consider 
supporting for Harvest are as follows, but please note 

this list is not exhaustive:
Habitat for Humanity: www.habitatforhumanity.org.uk; 01295 264240
Leprosy Mission: www.leprosymission.org.uk; 0845 1662253; 
local 01798 872438
Mission to Seafarers: www.missiontoseafarers.org; 020 7248 5202; 
local 01646 692306
Feed the Children: www.feedthechildren.org.uk; 0118 932 0095; 
local 02920 820591
Mission Aviation Fellowship: www.maf-uk.org; 0845 8509506; 
local 01646 600853
Send a Cow: www.sendacow.org.uk; 01225 874222;
local 01558 668754

USPG Anglicans in World Mission: www.uspg.org.uk; 01142 745499
Rajeswari aged 18

Compassion is a Christian charity which strives to break the cycle of poverty through its individual 
child sponsorship programme. To find out more, please contact: Simon and Sharon Shutler:

Telephone: 01558 668898; simonbss@btinternet.com; www.compassionuk.org

Are there any Young Composers out there?
The 2011 Trust, The Royal School of Church Music and the Royal College of Music, supported 
by Westminster Abbey, are offering a composition prize to celebrate the 400th anniversary of 
the King James Bible. Composers aged under 30 are invited to submit new works for church 
performance. Full details from www.2011trust.org
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Book Review
Disabled Church – Disabled 
Society
by John Gillibrand
Pub Jessica Kingsley
ISBN 978 1 84310 968 6
I AM sometimes anxious when 
the cover of a book I am about to 
read tells me that Rowan Williams 
enjoyed it. Will I be able to under-
stand any of it? Will I have to read 
every sentence three times? On 
the other hand I am often drawn 
to books that describe theology in 
terms of making sense of experi-
ence. So, I approached John’s book 
with mixed feelings. 
 At one level it is a biography. 
Most obviously it tells the story of 
Adam, John’s autistic son, and of 
his family’s attempts to deal with 
the trauma of his condition. In a 
typically understated, non-melo-
dramatic yet hugely informed 
way, John describes what autism 
is, how it is a growing phenome-
non, and what it is like to live with 
an autistic child. Adam himself 
cannot speak and the frustration 
this causes is tangible throughout. 
The story is gently told and there 
will be many readers who carry the 

burden or guilt of not coping and 
the frustrations of being unable to 
communicate who will associate 
with parts of the story.
 But the main biography is 
of John himself. We are given 
an insight into the struggles of a 
highly erudite and reflective Chris-
tian practitioner trying to make 
sense, or at least provide some 
framework of meaning, to under-
stand what God is about in Adam 
and those closest to him.

  The sources referred to as he 
reflects, are breath-taking in their 
scope and one can only admire 
John’s ability to deal with them 
in their own terms. The tools of 
his reflection range from biblical 
passages to dogmatic theology to 
contemporary philosophy.
 Again this will be of wider 
interest than it might sound. Human 
experiences are a key part of the 
process and they are described in 
a very engaging way. I particularly 
valued the section dealing with 
Adam’s confirmation. What does 
that mean to someone who cannot 
communicate? And that leads to 
other questions about the Church’s 
obsession with words and the 
barriers that erects for some. John 
himself makes wider connections, 
using the theme of ‘difference’ to 
reach the conclusion: ‘the funda-
mental error is to treat difference 
as affliction’. There will be many 
who can say Amen to that.
 This book is an encouragement 
to engage in personal reflection 
and to create personal theology. It 
is apologetic, evangelical, passion-
ate and deeply moving. Its cost 
(£22.50) may be an obstacle to 
mass sales, but read it if you can.  

 – John Holdsworth

HOFFWN gynnig fy niol-
chiadau a llongyfarchiadau 

i ddau aelod ffyddlon iawn fy 
nghynulleidfa yn Eglwys Dewi 
Sant, Capel Dewi, Llandysul.
 Y cyntaf yw Mrs Margaret 
Parry. Mae hi wedi bod yn canu’r 
organ ar Ddydd Sul ac achlysuron 
eraill am 55 mlynedd ac mae’n 
dal i fynd. Pan Foreol Weddi yw’r 
gwasanaeth, rydym yn canu’r 
gwasanaeth yn Gymraeg i’w 
chyfeiliant. Pan oedd hi’n naw 
mlynedd oed, hi oedd y cyfeilydd 
i’r eglwys pan ganasant yng ngŵyl 
Calan Hen. Mae’r ŵyl hon wedi 
bod yn digwydd pob blwyddyn yn 
Llandysul am 186 o flynyddoedd.

Ydi hyn yn Record y Byd?
Bonnie Timothy, on behalf of all the members of St Davids 
Church, Capel Dewi, near Llandysul, thanks and congratulates 
Margaret Parry, organist, and John Evans, treasurer, for their 

hard work, faithfulness and kindness over many years

ers hynny. Ganwyd a magwyd 
John yn y Rampant Lion, Capel 
Dewi, a arferai fod yn Dŷ Tafarn, 
amser maith yn ôl. Cigydd oedd 
tad John. Bu’n cadw gwartheg 
am laeth a chig ac arferai fynd 
â nhw mewn fan drwy’r holl 
ardal leol. Aeth John i ysgol 
yng Nghapel Dewi ac wedyn i 
Ysgol Uwchradd Castell Newydd 
Emlyn. Bu John yn eiddgar i 
helpu’i dad â’i waith ac felly cyn 
gynted ag y gadawodd yr ysgol, 
ymunodd â’i dad ar ei rowndiau.
 Cwrddais â John yn gyntaf pan 
oeddwn dim ond yn fy arddegau. 
Roedd fy rhieni wedi prynu tŷ 
yng Nghapel Dewi a’r haf hwnnw 
ymddangosodd John â’i fan. Erbyn 
hynny roedd wedi cychwyn ar 
ei ben ei hun. Gofynnodd i ni a 
hoffem brynu unrhyw gig a hefyd 
dywedodd wrthym am yr holl 
ddigwyddiadau yn y pentref a 
oedd yn mynd ymlaen. Bu John yn 
gwneud dwy swydd erbyn hynny. 
Bu’n werthu cig ar dri diwrnod yr 
wythnos a gweithio dyddiau eraill 
yr wythnos yn Felinau Ffrwdwen, 
Llandysul, yn ymwneud â 
melysion cyfanwerth. Mae pobl 
yn adnabod John gan ddau lysenw, 
John Rampant Lion a John Butch.

 Ganwyd Margaret neu Meg 
fel mae pobl yn ei hadnabod, 74 
blynedd yn ôl ym Mlaenllyn, 
Horeb, Llandysul. Yn fuan 
symudodd y teulu i Efail Fach, 
Pontsian, lle aeth Meg i ysgol y 
pentref. Yn 1944 symudasant i 
fferm Fronfelen, Capel Dewi, ac 
felly newidiodd Meg ysgolion 
ac aeth i’r ysgol leol. Wedyn 
aeth hi i’r ysgol uwchradd yn 
Henllan. Wedi gadael yr ysgol 
bu’n helpu’i mam ar y fferm am 
nifer o flynyddoedd tan iddi yn 
ei thro priodi Douglas ac aeth i 
fyw ar fferm Blaen Borthyn. Mae 
ganddynt dri o blant mewn oed, 
dau ohonynt sy’n canu’r piano a’r 
organ hefyd. Mae Meg a Douglas 
wedi ymddeol o ffermio nawr ac 
yn byw ym Morthyn, Llanllwni.
 Yr ail unigolyn sy’n dal record 
yn yr eglwys yw Mr John Evans, 
Rampant Lion. Ganwyd John 65 
mlynedd yn ôl a dechreuodd fel 
trysorydd pan oedd yn dal yn ei 
arddegau. Mae e wedi cyflawni’i 
ddyletswyddau fel trysorydd 
yn ffyddlon am hanner canrif 

Margaret Parry

John Evans
 Enghreifftiau rhyfeddol o 
ffyddlondeb yw Meg a John. 
Maent yn mynd ymlaen â’u 
gwaith yn yr eglwys yn amserau 
da a drwg. Gwn y gallaf 
ddibynnu arnynt. Cristnogion 
ymroddedig yw’r ddau ohonynt 
sy’n dangos eu cariad i Dduw 
drwy’u henghreifftiau da. Hoffwn 
ddiolch i’r ddau ar ran fy hun ac 
Eglwys Dewi Sant am eu cariad, 
caredigrwydd a gwaith caled.

WE are one of a number of 
small vans, each of which 

carries a library of modern Chris-
tian books, CDs, videos and DVDs 
to cater for all ages. We visit vari-
ous venues within a radius of 15 
miles of Tenby, e.g. Pendine and 
Neyland Anglican churches, lend-

The Good News Trust
Bryn Rees invites readers in the Tenby area to get in touch if 
they would like to know more about a mobile library service 

which lends Christian material

ing Christian books and discs which 
encourage growth in Christian 
knowledge, commitment, matu-
rity and the love of God. Two team 
members visit homes, halls and 
churches, then return after a month 
to exchange the borrowed items. 
 The Good News Trust is an 

interdenominational venture with 
those who offer this free service 
belonging to a variety of churches. 
If you would like a visit to your 
church, hall, home or school please 
get in touch: 01834 843392;
bryn1rees@btopneworld.com

CHOPIN, whose bicentenary 
is being celebrated this year, 

is thought to have been heav-
ily influenced by his compatriot 
Michal Kleofas Oginski (1765-
1833). Although Oginski has cult 
status in Eastern Europe, he is 
almost unknown in the west, and 
his works include many pieces for 
piano, including Farewell to the 
Fatherland, the famous Polonaise 
and a virtually pan-Slavic anthem. 
 Now, Polish-born Iwo Zaluski, 
a direct descendant of Ogin-
ski living near Haverfordwest, is 
running a series of projects which 
aim to celebrate the music of 
Poland, particularly the works of 
Chopin and Oginski. ‘St Davids 
Celebrates Chopin Year’ was 
launched at the cathedral on 17th 
July, and the day of Polish music 
included a recital of Oginski piano 
works played by Iwo. This was 
followed by Oginski and Chopin 
music played by Standing Stones, a 
young chamber quintet established 
by Iwo in 2009 after he ran a music 
workshop at Llanrhian Church’s 

Local Musicians Celebrate Polish Music
Cathedral launch for a series of projects celebrating the life and works of two Polish composers

Sunday Club, and a programme 
of Chopin music played by David 
Pepper, a local pianist and music 
student.
 To coincide with this cele-
bration of Polish music, Iwo has 
written two books and recorded 
a CD. The history of the Oginski 
dynasty is explored in ‘The Ogin-
ski Gene’, and ‘Chopin’s Europe’ is 

a copiously illustrated book which 
looks at European Chopin-related 
sites. ‘The World of Oginski’ is a 
CD of 18 of the composer’s pieces, 
played by chamber ensembles from 
Eastern Europe. For more informa-
tion tel: 01348 837397; e-mail: 
izaluski@tiscali.co.uk or visit 
www.oginskidynasty.com 

Standing Stones – the group has a vacancy for a young pianist
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