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Everest First

A packed audience filled the function suite of Wolfscastle Country Hotel recently to hear local
adventurer Tori James give an account of her successful World record ascent of Everest

T

HE parishioners of Wiston
Church were delighted to learn
that on 24th May 2007 at 0730 (local
time), Tori James became the first
ever Welsh woman and the youngest
British female to reach the summit
of Mount Everest (8,850m).
Tori, who grew up on the family
farm at New Moat, Pembs, used to
be a choir member at St Mary’s,
Wiston, where prayers had been
said during her training and ascent.

She makes up one quarter of
‘The Everest 2007 Team’ which was
formed through the London Business
School’s Rock & Mountain club. It
was ‘four out of four’ for the team
and after two months in Nepal, team
members Greg Maud (from South
Africa) and Omar Samra (from
Egypt) reached the summit on 17th
May and Tori and Ben, her boyfriend,
summited a week later on 24th May,
just before the return of the jet stream

and onset of the monsoon. This also
sees Omar as the first ever Egyptian
to reach the summit of Mount
Everest. The team were accompanied by Chamonix-based British
guide Kenton Cool as well as Rob
Casserley. Both Kenton and Rob
reached the summit twice this season
making them the first British
climbers to do so.
Tori and the team committed
themselves to an 18-month training

schedule, training six days per
week. To prepare for the extreme
altitude and minus 30 degree temperatures the team also climbed on
Cho Oyu – the sixth highest mountain in the world (8,201metres), as
well as Kilimanjaro in Tanzania and
Denali in Alaska. It was just two
years ago (May 2005) that Tori
became the youngest British female
to complete a 360-mile race to the
Magnetic North Pole, overcoming
temperatures as low as minus 40
degrees Celsius, avoiding polar
bears and racing for over 14 hours
each day.
Tori was brought up on a farm in
Pembrokeshire. She studied Geography at Royal Holloway,
University of London and then went
on to work as the office manager at
BSES Expeditions, based at the

Site for Sore Eyes

www.stdavidsdiocese.org.uk
www.esgobaethytddewi.org.uk
HE new diocesan website will
Diocesan Communications team said
be accessible for the first time
that the new site was a significant
to sight and hearing impaired surfers,
step in the direction of a culture
the archdeacon of St Davids said, in
change for the diocese. It was a new
launching it at the Diocesan Conand dynamic way of presenting and
ference. Also it will be equally
embodying the connectedness of our
available to those with broadband
church communities. Assembling the
and dial-up connections. It has taken
site had provided new challenges for
three years to put together this
diocesan language policy, but these
comprehensive and bi-lingual shophad been met.
window for the diocese.
A small team will be responsible
Visitors will be able to find out
for maintaining the dynamism of
anything they need to know about the
the site through monitoring, comwork the diocese does, from
missioning, encouraging and
information about every Church
receiving feedback. It will be their
School to the Diocesan Intercessions
task to seek ways in which this
Calendar. There are extracts from
cultural shift can be sustained.
Diocesan DVDs, reports from
One new provincial initiative is
diocesan organisations, copies of the
the “five minute website” which
bishop’s speeches and sermons and
parishes can create. All that will be
an on-line edition of Pobl Dewi.
needed is information and pictures
The archdeacon, chair of the
sufficient to fill in a simple form and

Royal Geographical Society in
London.
Tori and the team have raised
£10,000 for The Prince’s Trust. Tori
comments: “Fundraising challenges
such as this really can make a
difference to others. By climbing
Everest I want to help other young
people climb their own ‘Everest’,
whether that’s going for a job
interview or picking up the phone to
The Trust and asking for help. The
difference is that on reaching the
summit, I must take the same route
down, whereas the young people that
I help will be able to go in any
direction, with the support of The
Prince’s Trust.”
To learn more about the Everest
2007 team, read their blog
and hear their podcasts visit
www.everest2007.net

Contributions
to Pobl Dewi
We welcome articles of interest
from readers and, in particular,
we would like to encourage
submission of articles in Welsh.

T

Revd Nicholas Cale
nickthevic@parishofwiston.co.uk,
is the lead editor of the next
issue and will be pleased to hear
from anyone who would like to
submit an article.
The other regional editors can
be contacted as follows:
Tessa Briggs
tessab@btopenworld.com
then after pushing a button any parish
can have its own website.
Eighty-six per cent of parishes
in Wales still do not have even a
simple website, and that is a figure
which should reduce drastically with
the new scheme.

The bishop was the first visitor
to the new site. He said, “this is an
exciting development and I am glad
to be associated with it. I hope it will
help all aspects of diocesan communication.”

Menter Esgobaeth TTyddewi
yddewi . An initiative of the Diocese of St Davids

Revd Don MacGregor
don@macgregors.wanadoo.co.uk,
or articles can be posted to:
Pobl Dewi, The Diocesan
Office, Abergwili, Carmarthen,
SA31 2JG, marked for the
attention of ‘The Editor’.

Am ddim Free

2

Pobl Dewi, November 2007

Doors Open at Shalom
by John Holdsworth

P

EMBROKESHIRE has a brand
new hospice facility. Shalom
House, due to open in November,
is the culmination of more than ten
years’ work by local people, in
which church members have played
a significant part. Chairman of the
Trustees and Cathedral Chapter
Clerk, Arwel Davies, said “I’m
tremendously proud that we have
achieved something that involves so
many people giving so much and
supporting us for such a long time.
Now it’s exciting to have the doors
open.”
The house in St Davids is the gift
of Elizabeth de Guise. During her
terminal illness she became aware of
the need for a residential facility such
as this, and the seed of the vision was
planted. But it was her District
Nurse, Margaret Burnett, described
sometimes as ‘truly the founder

Cathedral regains its Cloisters
The Dean of St Davids Cathedral, Wyn Evans, writes about the
completion of the Cloisters project

M

AKING a cathedral fit for
purpose is nothing new.
Cathedrals have been successful in
this for the past millennium and a
half.
Adaptation, however, is a continuous process. The completion of
the Cloisters Project in 2007, the last
phase of the Millennium Appeal
launched in 1999, does not mean
that the process is over. Society is
always changing, and the site and
buildings will continue to be adapted to meet contemporary need, new
legislation, upgrading, or, more
importantly, meeting the spiritual
needs of each generation.
And therein lies an irony.
Cathedrals have been able to adapt
because they remain true to their
basic mission and ministry. They are
still used for the purpose for which
they were established: saying and
singing their prayers regularly,
rhythmically and reflectively, day in
and day out. Unless they immerse
themselves continually in that
matrix of prayer and worship, they
cannot function properly as the seat
of the bishop; neither can they serve
as the mother church of a diocese,
nor can they inspire those thousands
who visit them and who find themselves touched and overwhelmed by
a numinous atmosphere, which has
been and still is, constantly prayed in.
Cathedrals cannot adapt unless
they retain that original vision.
Otherwise they become just concert
venues, or museums of architectural
styles, or ancient monuments and
archaeological sites. They are, of
course, these things also, and St
Davids Cathedral is no exception.
Alongside the capital building
programme of the last nine years has
gone a major conservation programme.

These thoughts were inspired by
a happy conjunction. 2007 marks the
completion of the Cloisters project
and also the 75th Anniversary of the
establishment of the Friends of St
Davids Cathedral. Eighty years or so
ago, the bishop and dean of St Davids
launched an appeal for the restoration
of the buildings ancillary to the
cathedral, in order to make them and
the cathedral fit to meet contemporary need. At the same time the
cathedral Chapter were urging Dean
Williams to develop his idea of
establishing an association of Friends
of St Davids Cathedral, but it was
left to Williams’ successor, David
Watkin Morgan, to set up the Friends
in 1932.
And it was providential that he
did so, for the appeal’s capital
programme had to be suspended
because of the ravages of the death-

watch beetle. The Disendowment of
the Church in Wales had hit St
Davids Cathedral pretty hard and
there were no funds available to meet
this emergency. This deficiency the
Friends supplied and since 1932
have contributed substantially not
only to the conservation and maintenance of the fabric, grounds and
environs of the cathedral but also to
the enhancement of its ministry and
liturgy.
So it is fitting that we were able
to express our thanks to the Friends
for their continued support and to
congratulate them as they met at St
Davids on 8th-9th September to
celebrate their 75th birthday — and
if neither you nor your parish is a
member of the Friends then this year
provides an excellent opportunity to
enrol – please contact me at the
Deanery for membership forms.

Beside Quiet W
aters
Waters
Days in the Cathedral Cloisters – Spiritual refreshment in the heart of St Davids
Wed. 28 Nov
Nov.. 10am–4pm: The Living Crib – preparing for Christmas
Wed. 23 Januar
Januaryy 10am–4pm: The Desert Fathers
Cost £2. To book a place contact Revd John Bennett, 01348 831354

member of Shalom,’ who first
developed the vision, and who is
credited with establishing the Trust,
which would put that vision into
practice.
The hospice will offer care that
is complementary to that of the wellestablished Paul Sartori Foundation,
which offers palliative care at home.
This facility will initially provide day
respite care and treatment in state of
the art facilities for eight to ten
people, and “sooner rather than later”
hopes to offer full twenty-four hour
nursing care. The Trust is working
closely with local oncologists, GPs
and Withybush Hospital. Its patron
is Baroness Ilora Finlay, who was
expected to open the house at the end
of November.
The project has been financed
largely through local generosity. One
local couple decided to forgo their

holiday, and donated the £3000 they
would have spent to provide a bed.
Two Yorkshire ladies staying in the
Gwaun Valley were so impressed
with the scheme that they have made
and donated ten very individual quilts
for the beds. The Director of Services
is a nursing specialist, Renata
Thome, who is on secondment from
Swansea University.
Although the hospice movement
is largely Christian inspired, and
although a huge amount of work has
been done by local Christians, many
of them Anglicans, the Trust is at
pains to point out that Shalom House
is not a religious establishment as
such. It is for all the people of
Pembrokeshire. Margaret Burnett
said: “My passion is that the people
of Pembrokeshire can have twentyfour hour care that really will make
a difference.”

RB Report Revamped
F

ROM restoring medieval
cathedral cloisters and ancient
pilgrim pathways to creating
modern community centres and
providing vital IT support, these are
just some of the projects the
“support” arm of the church has
been involved in over the past year.
You can find out all about the
work of the Representative Body
of the Church in Wales in its annual
report, which has recently been
published. This year the report, sent
out to every parish, has been redesigned to provide a better picture
of the work of the Representative
Body, showing clearly its role in
helping the work of the Church at
a local level. The report outlines the
financial state of the Church and
also highlights several schemes the
RB has been involved with this
year.
These include several outstanding restoration projects that the RB
facilitated. Pilgrims and visitors to
St Davids Cathedral can now stroll
contemplatively through the
cathedral’s ancient cloisters, recreated in Welsh oak. The cloisters
are part of a visionary £4.5m
project, which has also created a
new choir room and stunning
refectory as well as providing
retreat and educational facilities.
Further up the beautiful coastline,
the RB gave a grant to another
famous site for pilgrims – St
Hywyn’s Church, Aberdaron. The
spectacularly sited “church on a
beach” on the Lleyn Peninsula has
been a stopping place for pilgrims
journeying to Bardsey Island for
centuries.
While the RB recognises the
importance of preserving the
Church’s heritage, it is also keenly
aware of its role in today’s community and of investing in the
Church’s future. It has supported,
for example, a project to convert

part of an ailing city centre church
into a community centre with a
drop-in/health facility for homeless
people. The RB organised the lease
agreement to enable the project at
St Matthew’s Church, Swansea, to
go ahead successfully.
Meanwhile, the RB has helped
all parishes make the most of their
collection plates. It organises the
GWADD – Give With A Direct
Debit – scheme, enabling parishes
to reclaim tax on donations. This
makes giving easier for members,
provides parishes with a regular,
tax efficient income and also
reduces the work-load of parish
treasurers.
It is, however, the principal job
of the RB to manage the financial
investments of the Church. This
year its investment return exceeded
the benchmark for investment
performance. It has beaten the
relevant industry Benchmark for
total returns over the last one, three,
five and 10 years. Also, for the first
time in seven years, the RB is back
in the black and can concentrate on
safeguarding future sustainability.
The money will be reinvested
to continue work, supporting
parishes, securing clergy pensions
and working with dioceses to
improve the quality of clergy accommodation. The RB has
achieved its targets and become
more efficient this year by slimming down. Membership has been
greatly reduced and the decisionmaking structure rationalised. This
change has brought fresh energy
and increased focus which will help
the Church prepare for and face the
challenges it meets in the years
ahead. A full, bilingual copy of
the Annual Report was sent to
every parish at the beginning of
September.
The Report can also be found
at www.churchinwales.org.uk
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Vocations Day 2007

O

N Saturday 22nd September a
very successful Vocations Day
was held at Trinity College, Carmarthen. The day was aimed at those
who are exploring the possibility of
a calling to the ordained ministry.
Those who attended varied in age,
gender and background and came
from all corners of the Diocese. We
were treated to delightful and
insightful presentations by Marianne
Osborne and Revd Eileen Davies.
Marianne is a 2nd year student at St
Michael’s College, Llandaff. She has
moved to Cardiff with her family to
train residentially for stipendiary
ministry. Eileen is already ordained
as a Non-stipendiary priest in the Bro
Teifi Sarn Helen group of parishes
around Lampeter. She farms with her

Mandy Williams-Potter
husband and son in Llanllwni. Each
had their own experiences and
reflections to share and, as they did
so, those present were able to identify
with issues of calling, its joys and

frustrations, as well as to ask very
practical questions about selection
and training. The afternoon session
was led by Bishop Carl, where he
spoke about the challenges facing
ordained clergy within the Church in
Wales in the 21st Century and the
need for enthusiastic, energetic
pioneering clergy dedicated to God
and with a strong pastoral heart.
Anyone who feels they have
a vocation to the ordained ministry
is encouraged to explore this further,
initially with your parish priest and
those who worship with you in your
local church and then further with
Director of Ordinands, Mandy
Williams-Potter (01267 236597) or
the Vocations Advisors, Dennis
Wight (St Davids 01646 636255),
Sian Jones (Carmarthen 01554
772072) and John Livingstone
(Ceredigion 01970 820006).

Cursillo: Three days to colour your life
I

T is ten years since Bishop Huw
Jones gave permission for
Cursillo to be established and
operate within the Diocese of St
Davids. The first pilgrimage weekend was held in 1998 at Ffald-yBrenin Christian Retreat Centre in
the Gwaun Valley but after the
second, a larger venue was sought.
The next seven weekends were held
at the Penrhiw Residential Centre in
St. Davids but, in early 2007 we
were informed that it was to close,
so a new venue had to be found.
After searching, it appeared that the
only suitable venue in the diocese
to meet our requirements was Ffaldy-Brenin, now with in-house
catering available (to a very good
standard; meals were enjoyed by
all).
It was nostalgic that in this tenth
anniversary year we found ourselves, at the start of our pilgrimage
weekend, in our birthplace. Thirteen
members of St Davids Cursillo
formed the team to run the weekend,
which was fully booked up with eight
pilgrims from across the diocese, all
keen and eager to explore their
personal faith and relationship with
God. Three days of fellowship,
worshipping and sharing together
with a bit of fun and laughter thrown
in produced pleasant weekend
memories for us all. This was shown

in the reflective comments received
when it was all over.
“I arrived at Cursillo feeling
very anxious, not knowing what to
expect. What a wonderful life
changing experience it turned out
to be! I have never witnessed so
much love, joy and spiritual
friendship before.”
“Never have I been showered
with so many spiritual gifts, but the
greatest gift I received was the
knowledge that God loves me for
what I am.”
“An experience of a lifetime, a
time I feel I will always have with

me – a time of love and being in
God’s presence. Learning to lean
on Him; and new-found friends.”
Our next weekend has already
been booked for 12th – 15th June
2008. It should be another memorable occasion, but due to restricted
accommodation we are limited to
eight pilgrims. If you are interested
in joining us and would like further
information or a booking form to
reserve a place contact Cursillo
Booking Secretary: Mrs Jennifer
Jefferson, Emlyn House, Drefach,
Felindre, Llandysul, SA44 5XG.
Tel: 01559 370693.

Clouds coming from the Lord’s Larder

T

HE ‘Lord’s Larder’ started as
a project in the extreme south
of Pembrokeshire a year ago. It
collects provisions from church
congregations to be made available
to households in need. All the state
support agencies are now referring
people to the Lord’s Larder for
assistance. It is linked with the
Gweini (service) network in Wales,
a Christian organisation that seeks
to help and encourage new
Christian initiatives and to help
Local and National Government
recognise and support Christian

work for the betterment of society
(see www.gweini.org.uk for details).
In Pembrokeshire a new Gweini
group is beginning to find its feet
under the chairmanship of Phil
Vickery, a member of Broad Haven
Baptist church. Those involved in
the Lord’s Larder were determined
to cross the barrier of the Cleddau
Bridge and have started Clouds; a
place for people in any kind of
difficulty to come for help and
support, a way out of their particular
doldrums. Relying on local churches
of all traditions for volunteers, a

warm, welcoming and comfortable
place has been set up in Hill Street,
Haverfordwest in the former ‘Bongo
Clive’s Rhythm Shack’. Eight
damaged people have been helped
in the last month.
This type of initiative crosses
social and denominational boundaries and strong partnership working with a range of organisations is
fundamental.
If you would like to know more
call Sandy or Julie on 01437
764649.
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Kids for God Roadshow
On Saturday 22nd September 2007 the Children’s Team took
the Kids for God Roadshow to Llandysul in the Archdeaconry of
Cardigan. Although we were small in number the enthusiasm
generated by the Children’s Team, volunteers and guests
ensured that those who joined in the fun had a wonderful time.
Both children and adults enjoyed crafts, play-dough, face
painting, circus skills and parachute games. A clown entertained
the children and a non-alcohol cocktail bar provided tasty
refreshments. Group activities included information on a
Tearfund Project, a puppet show and a Walk through the Bible.
To bring the day to an end everyone joined in praise action
songs. If you would like the Roadshow to come to your deanery
next year then please contact Rev Alan Chadwick, Chair of the
Children’s Team.

Called to be a ‘Good Neighbour’?

A

NEW partnership has
developed between of the
Diocese of St Davids and Carmarthenshire County Council. Bishop
Carl Cooper and Mark James, Chief
Executive of the Council, have been
made aware of a gap in current
services provided for elderly and frail
people, and that the Church in Wales
has just the resource needed to help
us – Christians!
This initiative is called the ‘Good
Neighbour Scheme’, and will form
a coordinated group of volunteers to
help elderly people recently discharged from hospital who are well
enough to live in their own home, and
yet who need just enough support to
keep them well and strong, able to
continue living independently and,
importantly, connected to their
community. There are already organisations which help elderly and frail
people leaving hospital, for example
the Red Cross runs ‘Home From
Hospital’ and a befriending service,
and the ‘Twilight’ scheme helps settle
people back into their own homes as
soon as they leave hospital, but this
Good Neighbour scheme is designed
to help all those who are not aided
by any other available service.
The scheme will run throughout
the area common to the county of
Carmarthenshire and the Archdeaconry of Carmarthen. Volunteers
will be recruited from among the
congregations of the Church in Wales
between now and Christmas, and the
scheme will be in full operation from
January onwards. The volunteers will
need no special skills or qualifications, other than the ability to help

someone else in a very small way
maybe two or three times per week,
perhaps for ten minutes each day. It
must be stressed that no personal or
medical care will be given by the
volunteers, and the commitment is a
6-week linking with the client.
Volunteers will be fully trained and
asked to visit elderly people who are
frail, isolated and in need of a friendly
face to check that all is well.
The whole ethos of this scheme
is that of outreach and response to
need. Although the majority of people
who live in Carmarthenshire are
blessed by living in a community
where they know, and are known by,
those who live around them, there are
many people who are more isolated.
The Good Neighbour Scheme is
designed for these people; people
who may be a little frail, who may
have recently been in hospital, and
are finding life a little harder than
usual; people who would like to see
someone regularly for a cup of tea
and a chat; people who would love
someone to phone every now and
then to see if they are OK, if they
need a lift to the shops, or if they need
some shopping done for them.
Posters for the scheme will be
appearing in all churches in the
course of the next month, together
with leaflets explaining the scheme
in more detail.
If you would like to know in the
meantime how you can help, or need
more information, please call the
Good Neighbour Scheme Coordinator, Alex Roper, on 07826
187576. She looks forward to
hearing from you.
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Fishguard Festivities Camau breision cyn Swyddog y Wasg i’r
Archesgob er budd Mencap

by Val Wakeman

IN October 2008, former Church in Wales “PR Supremo”, Siôn Brynach, will be
undertaking an 11-day trek in Patagonia as part of a group led by broadcaster and
naturalist, Iolo Williams. In this article he explores his motivation for signing up for this
trek, describes the new website he has created to promote the venture –
www.patagonia2008.org.uk – and invites Pobol Dewi’s readers to sponsor him to
undertake this trek on behalf of Mencap.

B

S

UNDAY 22nd July was 150
years to the day since the current
St Mary’s church building in
Fishguard was consecrated. The
weekend started with a wonderful
organ recital by Hugh Davies,
ARSM, a former ‘local boy’ and
now Director of Music at Kendal
Parish Church, who, as an introduction to the service of celebration
on the Sunday, also played a fanfare
especially composed for the
occasion by Andrew Powell. A large
congregation from the three
churches in the benefice, St Mary’s,
Fishguard, St Brynach’s, Pontfaen
and St David’s, Llanychaer, together
with many friends joined to celebrate Holy Communion led by The
Rt. Revd. Carl Cooper, Bishop of
St. Davids. The service reflected
different aspects of the church’s

life both traditional and modern.
Many gathered for a sumptuous
buffet in the hall. A celebration cake
with a fantastic picture of the church
was cut by the oldest member of the
congregation present, Mrs May
Gow, helped by the youngest,
Francesca Murphy and was greatly
enjoyed by all. Certainly a weekend
to remember.
Also published for the 150th
anniversary is a new booklet, A
Historical Miscellany, containing
all sorts of fascinating information
on the history of St Mary’s Church
and Fishguard. The booklets are on
sale at £3 each and may be obtained
from the Vicar, Churchwardens,
“Carmens” dress shop on Fishguard
square or at “West Wales Arts
Centre” on West Street. An informative, interesting and amusing read.

Oh no, not more money!
by Tessa Briggs

M

EMBERS of St Michael’s
Church, Eglwys-Fach, the
northern-most parish in the diocese,
have been dismayed to learn that they
have to raise major funds for the
second time in recent history.
This is made all the more difficult
as, currently, the parish does not have
a vicar, although parishioners are
enormously grateful to Revd Aubrey
Newell, a retired clergyman, who
regularly takes services. Revd
Newell, who has been in the ministry
for approximately 67 years, lives in
the Station House at Glandyfi, where
he was born 87 years ago when his
father was the resident station master.
R. S. Thomas (1913-2000), that
most enigmatic, patriotic, controversial and uncompromising of
Welsh poets, was vicar of EglwysFach from 1954-1967, and it was
during this time that he published
some of his best-known works,

including ‘Song at the Year ’s
Turning’ which put him firmly on the
world stage.
The existing church, built in 1833
on the site of the 17th century Chapel
of Ease, is a Grade II listed building
and was lovingly refurbished under
the aptly-named ‘Restoration
Project’ between 1998 and 2000, at
a cost of almost £100,000. Funding
came from the Heritage Lottery
Fund, the Historic Churches Preservation Trust and other, more local
sources, including fundraising by
parishioners. The work included reroofing the main roof using old slates
wherever possible, re-hanging of the
bell, re-wiring to include new lighting
and heating units, redecoration of the
interior of the church in black and
white as originally painted by R S
Thomas, refurbishment of the vestry/
kitchen area and refurbishment of the
17th century lychgate.

OB wythnos yng Nghymru
bydd 12 baban yn cael ei eni
gydag anabledd dysgu. Mae dros
60,000 o unigolion ag anabledd
dysgu yng Nghymru. Mencap
Cymru yw’r elusen fwyaf
blaenallaw yn y maes hwn gan
weithio gydag oedolion a phlant
sydd ag anabledd dysgu, eu
teuluoedd a’u gofalwyr.
Ym mis Hydref 2008 rwy’n
gobeithio cymryd rhan mewn taith
un niwrnod ar ddeg ym
Mhatagonia gyda’r naturiaethwr
Iolo Williams, er mwyn codi
miloedd o bunnoedd er budd
Mencap Cymru. Pam felly? Ar y
naill llaw bydd y daith arfaethedig
hon i Batagonia yn gyfle i fi yn
bersonol wynebu her newydd ond
ar y llaw arall, yn gyfle hefyd i
wneud rhywfaint o ddaioni i’r
rheini y mae’r elusen Mencap yn
eu cynorthwyo. Mae Cathrin a fi
wedi ein bendithio cymaint gan ein
tri plentyn a ddim yn diolch hanner
digon eu bod mor iach a heini.
Mae’n cymryd pentref cyfan i fagu
plentyn yn ôl y ddihareb
Affricanaidd ond mae’n siwr fod
hynny’n arbennig o wir gyda phlant
sydd ag anawsterau dysgu.
Llyfr a wnaeth argraff ddofn
arnaf fi rai blynyddoedd yn ôl oedd
cyfrol Jean Vanier, Becoming
Human, lle yr amlinella’r awdur ei
brofiadau fel un o syflaenwyr
mudiad L’Arche, lle mae cartref,
cymuned a chymorth yn cael ei
ddarparu i bobl ag anawsterau
dysgu. Yn ei lyfr dywed Vanier:

The Iron Room, a rather
idiosyncratic building used as a
parish room and a community
meeting place, was upgraded in
1991, thanks to donations of almost
£5,000, but now needs more serious
renovation and repair work. A twoyear project to install a Garden of
Remembrance is almost complete.
However, structural checks have
now shown that a recentlydiscovered leak in the church’s
chancel roof is a serious problem and
that between £5,000 and £10,000
needs to be raised by spring 2008 to
effect the necessary repairs. How can
this be, the parishioners ask, when
the experts involved in the
Restoration Project pronounced that
the work was complete and the
church should be sound for some
considerable time?
Nevertheless, fundraising has
started in earnest. A garden open day
on Sunday, 29 July, raised more than
£900 and plans for other events
include a concert by the ever-popular
Dyfi Singers on 16 December.

“So many people with
disabilities are seen by their
parents and families only as a
tragedy. They are surrounded by
sad faces, sometime full of pity,
sometimes tears. But every child,
every person needs to know that
they are a source of joy; every
child, every person needs to be
celebrated. Only when all of our
weaknesses are accepted as part of
our humanity can our negative,
broken self-images be transformed
. . . Assistants in l’Arche . . . help
them to grow towards maturity.”
A wnewch chi fy nghefnogi os
gwelwch yn dda trwy fy noddi i
gyflawni’r fenter hon? Y ffordd
hawsaf o wneud hynny yw ymweld
â’r wefan yr wyf wedi ei chreu a
chyfrannu ar-lein (sydd â
manteision Cymorth Rhodd) –
www.patagonia2008.org.uk.

Medrwch fy noddi hefyd trwy
anfon siec yn daladwy i Mencap
Promotions Ltd at 13 Pembroke
Road, Treganna, Caerdydd, CF5
1QN. Mi fydd cyfran o’r arian y
byddaf yn ei godi yn mynd i’m
cynorthwyo i gyrraedd Patagonia,
ond bydd y rhan helaethaf yn mynd
i gynorthwyo’r rheini sy’n dringo
mynydd bob dydd wrth fagu a
gofalu am bobl gydag anableddau
dysgu. Medrwch ddod i wybod
rhagor amdanaf i a’m paratoadau
ar gyfer y daith trwy glicio ar
www.patagonia2008.org.uk a
darllen fy nyddiadur ar-lein sy’n
cael ei ddiweddaru’n gyson.
Gyda’ch cymorth chi, gyda’n
gilydd medrwn wneud
gwahaniaeth sylweddol i fywydau
pobl ag anawsterau dysgu trwy
gefnogi’r gwaith da y mae Mencap
yn ei wneud.

Out of the Stillness
Stillness, a CD of the Royal School of Church Music
Millennium Youth Choir, produced by John Rutter, is now available.
Many of the works are by contemporary church music composers,
including two pieces by the choir’s director, David Ogden. The CD
costs £12.95 (£11.95 for RSCM members).
To order call RSCM Direct on 0845 021 7726 then dial 206.
Online shop: www.rscm.com.shop
musicdirect@rscm.com

Final copy date for the next issue of
Februaryy 22nd
Pobl Dewi is Februar
Lead regional editor is
Revd Nicholas Cale nickthevic@parishofwiston.co.uk
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Calling all parishes . . .

Borth Station chuffed
to scoop award

by Tessa Briggs

A

S an editor of Pobl Dewi and
editor of our own local church
newsletter, I am in the enviable
position of being able to keep
members of the parish of Holy Trinity
Church, Aberystwyth, up to date with
items of interest which are happening
across the diocese.
There is, however, absolutely no
reason why other parishes should feel
they cannot be kept similarly
informed. Those responsible for
newsletters/magazines only have to
contact one of the editors and we
would be happy to provide appropriate items for inclusion in more
local publications.
This comes sharply into focus
during the build-up to Catalyst next
year. As members of Diocesan
Conference were advised in early
October, we will be publishing a
series of newsletters entitled Catalyst
News. Each issue will contain
information about the event as it
develops, profiles of some of the
people involved, and items of
interest, which we hope will whet

every appetite. Copies of Catalyst
News will be available across the
diocese but, as parish newsletters and
magazines are read not just by
congregations but also by whole
communities, we hope that every
parish will run items relating to the
event in their own publications.
To this end, and to enable us to
maintain a list of contacts to whom
we can send press releases and other
information, we would like every
parish to nominate a contact who is
available via e-mail.
Don’t forget – this is a two-way
street. If there’s anything happening
on your patch which you think would
be of interest to readers please let us
know. We are particularly hoping for
feedback from parishes as to how
they are preparing for Catalyst.
Please, therefore, send names of
contacts and their e-mail addresses
to me (tessab@btopenworld.com)
as soon as possible to ensure you
are kept up-to-date as momentum
builds towards Catalyst on 5 July
2008.

Church has ‘Stable’
Financial Gain

I

N these days of increasing costs,
churches are looking for ever more
novel methods to raise necessary
funds. However, St Peter’s Church,
Little Newcastle, Pem-brokeshire,
has recently been presented with a
handsome sum of money, and it has
been raised by a method which, it is
probably true to say, has not been
tried by many of the churches in the
Diocese!
The method in question was a
Stables Open Day. But not any old
stables. The stables in question were
at Yet-Y-Rhug (which are situated
between Little Newcastle and
Letterston), and the people who
invited the public to inspect the
stables were Peter and Karen Bowen
and their three sons, Micky, Shaun
and James.
To those readers interested in
horse-racing, the name of Peter
Bowen will not need any introduction, but to those who do not

follow ‘the sport of kings’, Peter is
one of the top race horse trainers in
the country. The first winner under
Rules that he achieved came in
October 1995 at Sedgefield with a
horse called Iffeee, a hunter-chaser.
The climax of Iffeee’s career was
when it won the Durham National.
Then came Stately Home bringing
home the Channel Four Trophy for
the most wins in a season – no novice
has ever won as many races.
Ballicassidy and Yes Sir have won
the same trophy, and since it started,
Peter has monopolised the Summer
Championship with Take The Stand
in 2005 and Yes Sir last year.
Amongst his most memorable
achievements was when Take The
Stand was runner-up in the Cheltenham Gold Cup, Mr Ed was a close
second in the Cesarewitch at
Newmarket, whilst this year,
Dunbrody Millar won the Topham
Trophy at the Aintree Meeting.
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by Tessa Briggs

N

ETWORK RAIL Rail states on
its website ‘The safety,
reliability and efficiency of the
railway always come first but we
have an obligation to look after the
environment as well.’ In fact, they
say, that looking after the environment is so important to them that,
since 2000, they have held annual
Environment Awards for suppliers,
stakeholders, community groups,
contractors, and train operating
companies who demonstrate best
environmental practice and performance.
As part of a community partnership with Arriva Trains Wales, a
group from Borth recently gave their
station a facelift under the ‘Adopt a
Station’ scheme, which is designed
for citizens to take responsibility for
their local, unmanned stations. Now
the work of this group, led by George
Romary, has scooped the 2007
Network Rail Environment Award
for ‘Community Partnership’.
At the awards ceremony at
London’s Natural History Museum,
Network Rail Chairman, Ian
McAllister, particularly commended
the four painted murals, which depict
the elements of earth, wind, fire and
water, interwoven with views of
different locations around Borth, and
the efforts of the group in working
with pupils from Ysgol Craig yr
Wylfa. Local artist Carol Gibbens, or
Bodge as she is known, is pleased
that her hard work in leading the
artwork project has paid off.
Borth Station is, indeed, a much
pleasanter environment these days
and those who participated in the
adoption scheme, and those who
continue to monitor the station, are
to be congratulated. They are in good
company as other Network Rail

However, his most famous position
to date, was when his horse
McKelvey came second in this year’s
Grand National.
On 12th August, members of the
public, who turned up in large
numbers, had the opportunity to see
all these famous horses in two grand
parades, wander around the sixty
stables, meet some of the top jockeys
in the country and participate in a
charity auction. The day, which was
opened by Luke Harvey and Emily
Jones, proved an enormous success
financially and Peter was determined
that his home village and St Peter’s
Church, where his family have had
close connections for many generations, should benefit. Consequently,
the Church received £3,500, as did
the village hall, the Injured Jockeys
Fund and the Father Heart
Ministries. The Vicar, Rev Roger
Griffiths, RD and members of St
Peter’s Church warmly thank Peter
and family for such a generous
donation.

Environment Awards this year include Eurostar’s Environment Group
for its initiative to reduce carbon
dioxide emissions by 25% per
traveller journey by 2012, and
Lawnmuir Primary School in Scotland for its introduction of Rail Safety

Representatives in Belshill, which is
one of the areas in Scotland which is
worst affected by rail crime.
Details of all the awards and
Network Rail’s Environment Policy
can be found at www.networkrail.co.uk

Canu Mawl Llynllechowain
Y Parchedig Michael Lloyd Rees
Deon Bro Dyffryn Aman / Ficer Plwyf Gors-las

G

wledd a ganu o amgylch
prydferthwch parc Llyn
Llech Owain oedd achlysur
cyfarfod aelodau Eglwysi
Plwyf Gorslas ar brynhawn
heulog Sul 12fed o Awst
2007. Roedd yn hyfryd cael
aelodau o eglwysi eraill y
cylch a hefyd ymwelwyr y
prynhawn hwnnw oedd yn
ymweld â’r llyn.
Cawson ganu mawl
dwyieithog bendithiol dros
ben. Roedd yn achlysur
gwefreiddiol a phawb yn
hwylus yn canu mawl i’r
Argwydd. Roedd yr awyrgylch
yn oruwchystafell y Ganolfan
Ymwelwyr yn arbennig.
Arweinwyd y canu gan Y
Parchedig Michael Rees,

Deon Bro a Ficer y plwyf.
Diolch arbennig i Mrs Janet
Jones, yr organyddes am
ganu yr organ mor effeithiol a
dawnus. Fe wnaeth pawb
fwynhau ac aethom adre gyda
chalonnau’n llawn
diolchgarwch am y fraint o fod
yn bresennol. Ar ol y canu
cafwyd cyfle i gerdded o
amgylch y llyn a mwynhau
lluniaeth ysgafn yn y Ffreutur.
Cymaint oedd llwyddiant y
prynhawn fel ein bod wedi
penderfynu gwneud yr
achlysur yn un blynyddol ar
brynhawn yr ail sul o fisoedd
Gorffennaf ac Awst 2008.
Dewch i ymuno â ni y fwyddyn
nesaf.
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From Alpha to Ω-mega
by John Bennett
AFTER the experience of running
the Alpha Course for adults, the
youth leaders in the Benefice of
Dewisland (St Davids area including
Solva, Whitchurch, Llanrhian &
Llanhywel) decided to run a Youth
Alpha course. The team made careful
preparation including attending a
course for leaders in London. The
Youth Alpha course was run in the
Autumn of 2004 and proved very
popular with the young people of the
area, with up to 50 attending. The
course included a weekend away
which was a great time to build
relationships and to experience the
love and power of God.
When the course was over we
were left with the question: What do
we do now? Follow-up is so important with courses like these if the
impact on the young people is going
to last. We decided to run a monthly
youth worship event which, on the
suggestion of one of the young
people, we called it Ω -mega. The
main elements of each time of
worship were: music, teaching and
prayer followed by a ‘chill out’ time

with games and tuck. The numbers
fluctuated considerably, but each
event was a great blessing for young
and older alike.
After about 18 months, Ω -mega
was beginning to lose some
momentum. Following prayer and
discussion, it was decided to open the
event up to the whole deanery (of
Dewisland and Fishguard) and then,
even more significantly, to take up
the suggestion from the young people
that they should plan and lead each
event with support from the youth
leaders. It has been great to meet with
the young people as they pray
together and plan each event.
Numbers have been growing and the
creative ideas for the music and
prayer have been brilliant. Letting the
youth take the lead is always a bit of
a risk and sometimes we find ourselves picking up the pieces when
things are forgotten, but it has been
a risk well worth taking as we have
seen young people grow in confidence and in their relationship with
Jesus.

Archbishop Rowan clears up
misunderstandings
by John Holdsworth

M

ANY people from St Davids
Diocese were among the
thousand or so who heard the Archbishop of Canterbury deliver a
special lecture in Swansea last
month. The venue, the University’s
Taliesin Theatre, was completely full
an hour before the scheduled start,
and many people had to take advantage of a closed circuit television
relay in various overflow lecture
theatres.
Theme
The archbishop’s theme was
“Ways of Misunderstanding
Religion” and it was clear that this was
prompted by the writings of people
like Richard Dawkins and Christopher
Hitchens. The point was that the
religion they opposed was not one
recognisable to the actual community
of faith. There was a kind of arrogance
involved in supposing that such
writers really did understand religion.
To describe religion in the terms they
did was tantamount to saying, “your

I

Wales Supplies Music
Supremo – Again
by Jonathan Copus

F

OR the second time in a row,
Wales has provided the Royal
School of Church Music with its
overall Director. Lindsay Gray is
currently Headmaster of the
Cathedral School Llandaff, and
succeeds Professor John Harper,
who steps down from the role at the
end of this year to become the first
Director of the new International
Centre of Sacred Music Studies at
Bangor University.
Lindsay is a former Choral
Scholar at King’s College, Cambridge, and was Director of Music
at Queen’s College, Taunton and at
Cheltenham College before moving
into educational management. He
has been Headmaster at Llandaff
since 1994.
His approach to church musicmaking is broad: ‘I care deeply about
the continuing choral tradition,’ he
says, ‘and I firmly believe in en-

couraging different types of music in
a variety of different types of worship
settings.’
He takes over the leadership of
an organisation with 8,500 affiliates
in over 40 countries, dedicated to
promoting the best use of music in
worship. The RSCM celebrates its
80th birthday this year.

T may be a far cry from Dibley to
St Davids, but that’s the move
made by the Cathedral’s new Organist and Master of the Choristers.
Alexander Mason, pictured here with
his wife Natalie, assumed responsibility for West Wales’ major centre
of music-making on 1st September,
and also takes over as Director of the
annual St Davids Cathedral Festival.
Alex’s outstanding musical
career began early: he gained his
Fellowship of the Royal College of
Organists at the age of 18. After
reading Music as Organ Scholar at
Worcester College, Oxford, he
studied improvisation at The Royal
Conservatory in The Hague, and
Choral Conducting at The Royal
College of Music, winning a number
of prestigious international musical
awards along the way. Before becoming Assistant Organist at Lichfield Cathedral, Alex was Assistant
Organist at HM Chapel Royal,
Hampton Court, and performed in
Westminster Abbey and St Paul’s
Cathedral.
His forte is improvisation: he has
recorded a solo CD of improvisations, and was only the second
organist in the programme’s history
to improvise a voluntary for Radio
3’s live Choral Evensong. His
television credits include Howard
Goodall’s Organ Works (Channel 4)
and The Vicar of Dibley (BBC1) –
though any resemblance to the series’
stammering Jim Trott is purely nonexistent.
‘I’m looking forward to the
exciting challenges of directing the
Cathedral Choir and Festival and
building upon St Davids Cathedral’s
excellent reputation for music,’ says
Alex.
But the non-musical attractions
of Pembrokeshire haven’t escaped

world is smaller than my world and
can be contained within it.”
Acknowledging the quality of
Dawkins’ writing the archbishop
nevertheless believed its fatal flaw
was to assume that cultural and social
development was exactly akin to
genetic development. The aim of
religion was not to succeed against

all cultural comers. It had a self
critical and humble aspect which did
not fit a Darwinian model.
The archbishop received a very
warm response. Among those there
to hear him was Bishop Ivor Rees,
who as Bishop of St Davids had been
one of those who assisted at Rowan’s
consecration.

Vicar of Dibley’s Organist
takes over at St Davids
by Jonathan Copus

his notice: ‘In our spare time we will
enjoy some family time on the
beaches and enjoying the cliff walks,’
he says. Alex also takes over as

Chairman of the West Wales Area
Committee of the RSCM, which
coincidentally also welcomes a new
Secretary, Peter Carder.

Promotion for Diocesan Chancellor

N

ICHOLAS COOK QC, St David’s Diocesan Chancellor, has been
appointed Recorder of Cardiff. This is the senior post for a judge within
the criminal courts of Wales, and will mean that he presides over some very
high profile cases. One of the first cases to come before Judge Cook was that
of the manslaughter of Father Paul Bennett in the Cynon Valley. Within the
Diocese, Nick (as he prefers to be known – appropriate perhaps for a criminal
judge) is the senior legal officer. It is he who signs all faculties, following
advice from the Diocesan Advisory Committee. Like his predecessor, Judge
Michael Evans, Nick also has provincial responsibilities, including being one
of the panel of chairs for the Governing Body.

Quote: “Pobl Dewi just breathes life. It is full of energy, full of
stories, and full of people.” – Alastair Milburn, former editor of
the South Wales Echo and deputy editor of the Western Mail.

Pobl Dewi, November 2007

Why,, How
How,, What?
Catalyst – When, Why
On Saturday 5th July 2008, the
diocese will be taking over
Carmarthen Showground for a
huge ‘smorgasbord’ of an event,
with something for everyone.
Book the date now!

God of infinite possibilities,
we come to you with arms outstretched,
seeking your grace as we pursue your work in this diocese.
Be in our midst as we enthuse each other
through our “Catalyst” venture.
Give us a fresh awareness of your might,
as the author of all that excites us.
Inspire our worship, inform our discussions,
enlighten our minds, enliven our celebration.
Help us to be truly church in new and daring ways,
your message of love and hope our guiding light,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN

Why?
This is a wonderful opportunity to
proclaim to West Wales and
beyond that the Church in St
Davids diocese is alive and active.
It promises to be enjoyable,
informative, inspiring and
challenging.

How will you get there? We are
hoping that every parish will
arrange buses, lifts, walks, taxi’s,
bikes, horses, anything to
encourage as many people as
possible to be there to celebrate
the life of our diocese.

What?
What is happening at it? Have a
look at the rest of this page for an
idea . . . More information will be
coming to the parishes over the
coming months.

The Catalyst Prayer
This prayer has been written specially for Catalyst by Canon Aled
Williams and approved by the Bishop. We hope parishes will use
it as a source of inspiration and reflection in their worship as we
build towards the event next July.

When?

How?
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The Main Pavilion

The Issues Tent

Big choir, harpist, MU drummers,
Question Time with Jamie Owen,
other performances, and the final
worship

Discussions and debates – war
and peace, rural affairs, gender
and church issues

The Worship Tent

Hoards of Christian resources and
church organisations on display

Experience different styles of
worship, such as Taizé and Iona,
plus the cathedral choir and a
prayer wall and quiet area

The Arts & Media tent
Demonstrations, workshops and
discussions with various
presenters – from cookery to
pastoral care

The Resources Area

Children and Young
People’s Work
A programme running throughout
the day with experienced staff.

Artistic display
A specialist area in one of the
tents.

Dduw y posibiliadau,
deuwn atat â dwylo agored gan geisio dy ras
wrth i ni hyrwyddo dy waith yn yr esgobaeth hon.
Bydd yn ein plith wrth i ni hybu ein gilydd
drwy ein menter “Catalydd”.
Rho i ni ymwybyddiaeth o’r newydd o’th nerth,
fel awdur popeth sy’n ein cyffroi.
Ysbrydola ein mawl, trwytha ein trafod,
goleua ein meddyliau, bywha ein dathlu.
Cymorth ni i fod, mewn ffyrdd newydd a beiddgar,
yn eglwys yng ngwir ystyr y gair,
gyda’th neges o gariad a gobaith yn ffagl o’n blaen,
drwy Iesu Grist ein Harglwydd. AMEN

^ yl Deoniaeth Emlyn
Gw
At the Emlyn Deanery interdenominational mission festival,
the archbishop fielded questions from church and school

A

Archesgob Barry Morgan yn cyfarfod pobl ar ddiwedd y gwasanaeth

Volunteer W
ork and Witness
Work
Maggie Vickery writes about how her faith informs
her voluntary work

I

AM a volunteer working for
Country Cars, Pembrokeshire, an
organisation started in the County
by the WRVS 30 years ago. We are
totally subsidised by the Council and
offer lifts of up to 40 miles to those
Pembrokeshire residents who have
difficulty using public transport,
either because of the lack of availability of buses or because of disabilities they may have. We are able
to take passengers to destinations
such as shopping, the hairdresser,
appointments at GP surgeries,
dentists, chiropody and therapy
sessions, or to visit their friends or
relatives in hospital.
As a Christian working in a

secular organisation, I practise my
commitment to Christ in my actions,
both those which involve administrative work and when driving. I try to
set examples to other volunteers of
good practice which comes from my
faith.
I especially enjoy transporting
wheelchair users in one of our
specifically adapted vehicles, sometimes with their carer but often on
their own. Our service enables those
in wheelchairs to support their own
independence – this obviously varies
from person to person, but I have
experienced some thoroughly
enjoyable times, such as seeing the
look of pleasure on a person’s face

R ddydd Sul Gorffennaf 1af
cynhaliwyd gwasanaeth
cenhadol arbennig yn neoniaeth
Emlyn. Ein pregethwr gwadd oedd
y Parchedicaf Barry Morgan,
Archesgob Cymru. Pregethodd i
eglwys lawn ar y testun ‘Y
Samariad Trugarog’. Yr oedd y
gwasanaeth arbennig hwn yn
agored i bob enwad a dilëodd nifer
o’r capeli eu gwasanaethau i fod yn
bresennol gyda ni.
Yng nghanol y gwasanaeth yr
oedd cyfle i holi cwestiynau i’r
Archesgob, a chafwyd dwy sesiwn
o holi digon difyr. Ymhlith y

cwestiynau a gododd oedd ‘Beth
yw eich hoff raglen deledu?” a
‘Beth sydd yn digwydd i
anffyddwyr ar ôl iddynt farw?”
Atebodd yr Archesgob y
cwestiynnau yn dda ac o ganlyniad
i`r sesiwn ‘holi ac ateb’ daethom i
adnabod yr Archesgob yn well.
Yr oedd offer cyfieithu yn
gweithredu drwy gydol y
gwasanaeth, a gyda chyfrifiadur a
sgrin mawr yr oedd y Parch. John
Gillibrand yn sicrhau ein bod yn
cael ein harwain drwy’r
gwasanaeth yn hwylus a
didrafferth. Arweiniwyd ni yn y

gweddïau gan y Barch. Bonnie
Timothy a diweddwyd y
gwasanaeth gyda geiriau priodol
gan y Parch. John Gillibrand ar
gyfrifoldeb yr holl eglwys i ddwyn
pobl i deulu’r Ffydd.
Canolbwyntiodd ein gu´yl
cenhadaeth ar y pwysigrwydd o
rannu’r ffydd mewn gair a
gweithred. Fel deoniaeth yr ydym
yn dymuno parhau i symud ymlaen
mewn cenhadaeth gan gynnal
gwasanaethau tebyg yn y dyfodol
gyda chydweithrediad yr enwadau,
oherwydd yr ydym oll yn perthyn i
gorff Crist.

when they travel to the beach and eat
an ice-cream whilst looking at the sea
for the first time in 15 years! Or
giving a person with disabilities a lift
to a day centre in order to allow their
carer to have some respite. All of
these provide a contribution to the
fabric of our community.
Another example is of a
married man who has been a
wheelchair user for only a few
years and is now dependent to a
certain extent on his family instead
of feeling that he is contributing to
the household. By enabling him to
access transport he is now able
to travel independently, make
arrangements and decisions for
himself and is enjoying life again
both as a ‘person in control’ and as
a family member.
Like all of us, in doing my job, I
feel I am serving my community and

representing the church in doing so.
Where I am, the church is as well. I
am grateful for the support I get
through close friends within the
church and the house group that I
attend, as well as prayer support I

get – it is good to know that this
support is there.
If you are interested in knowing
more about Country Cars, perhaps
as a user or as a volunteer, then give
me a ring on 01437 711042.
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Under the drill in Gaza

Harvesting Rain

Archbishop makes urgent appeal for
Welsh dental project in Gaza
by Anna Morell

A

I

F collecting water requires a walk
of more than an hour three times a
day, then the value of every drop
increases enormously. “Harvesting
rain was a new experience for us”,
commented John Skinner, one of the
leaders on the Water Project enterprise in Uganda in which youth
leaders and teenagers from St
Michael’s Aberystwyth were recently involved. John is familiar with
sitting on top of a combine harvester
but putting bowls, pots and containers under every water spout and
leaky piece of guttering in order to
harvest the rain was something quite
new. Yet every litre collected was
going to save someone an extra long
walk.
A team of 14 leaders and young
people have just come back from the
community of Kigazi in Uganda
where they spent three weeks building two brick water tanks which will
each hold 20,000 litres of rain water
collected from the roofs of the local
school and the church. This is a
project sponsored by the Diocese of
Kigesi and supported by Tear Fund.
“I have 10,000 words” said
Lindy Morgan, one of the Youth
Leaders, “but not one sentence”. The
effect on her and the rest of the team
was so profound that it would take a
long time to tell the whole story. Not
only were they involved in building
water tanks under the watchful eye
of Dil Morgan, an experienced

craftsman builder, but they also spent
time with the children in the community and provided them with a
year’s supply of exercise books,
because if a child doesn’t have a book
then they cannot go to school.
The culture shock was substantial for the whole team. Catherine
Raikes found the African emphasis
on a person ‘being valued for themselves’ was an enormous challenge
in comparison to ‘people here being
valued for their possessions, status
and image’.
Tim Lewis mentioned the fact
that the Ugandans “thanked God for
everything, even if they had barely
anything. They thanked him even for
that”. Whilst Chen Hodges found a
new level of personal contentment,
“I learned how to let go and be joyful
even when situations are out of my
control”.
One of the subjects still under
discussion is who got the most out
of the project. Was it the Ugandans
who now have two new water tanks,
or the team who had such a fantastic
experience? Hannah Morris sums it
up: “We attended All Saints Church
in Kabale and led the church service
in Kigazi. Hearing the Ugandans
preach, sing and give their testimonies was amazing. The joy they
have in Jesus can be seen in their
day-to-day lives and in their caring
and loving attitude to each other.”

Going Centrifugal
I

N the 2007 report of the
Governing Body, ‘Highlights’,
Rev. John Leach urges everyone to
become part of a centrifugal Church
and not a centripetal one, to minister
in the community rather than look
inward.
At about the same time as he
was saying this several ladies in the
St Clears Deanery were doing just
that – going centrifugal, looking
outward. Every month from August
onward the Deanery magazine,
Grapevine, has been printing
knitting patterns and urging all who
are able to knit to make 6in squares,
hats, mittens, jumpers and bootees
for the charity Feed the Children.
Most of these garments will go to

an orphanage attached to a refugee
camp.
So far, they have sent off 208
squares for blankets , 63 hats, 8
pairs mittens, 5 pairs bootees, 4
pairs minute mittens for premature
babies and 7 jumpers. This is just
the beginning. Several kind people
who want to help but either cannot
knit or are too busy to do so have
donated DK knitting wool in bright
colours to enable everyone else to
carry on.
Many other ladies also knit for
where there is a need, such as the
Mission to Seafarers and Teddies
for Trauma children. This is largely
unsung work going on quietly in the
background of our everyday lives,

HUMANITARIAN project in
Gaza, supported by the Church
in Wales, is in danger of collapsing
following increased violence in the
area and lack of funds. Archbishop of
Wales, Dr Barry Morgan, is appealing
for more money to keep a mobile
dental clinic on the roads of the
troubled area, where BBC journalist
Alan Johnston was held captive, to
help people in desperate need.
The mobile clinic, which has
been funded solely by donations to
the Church since 2000, travels
around Gaza treating more than
3,500 people a year who have little
access to any health care facilities.
It costs £15,000 a year to run and
so far £150,000 has been raised. But
that sum looks set to rise as tension
in the area grows and fuel costs soar.
Philip Morris, archdeacon of
Margam, who oversees the funding
of the mobile clinic and has visited it
several times, describes why its work
is so vital. “Gaza is a land in chaos,
controlled by gun-wielding militants.
A land into and out of which people
cannot move. A land where there is
no economic activity, and where the
cycle of violence, which has had to
be endured by its residents for
decades, has been horrific.
“In this most densely populated
area in the world, local and international non-governmental organisations work desperately to provide
basic health, education and occupational services to its inhabitants.
The second largest NGO (NonGovernmental Organisations)
working in Gaza, a Muslim
country, is the Christian Near East
Council of Churches (NECC). It
runs Family Health Clinics,
vocational training centres, selfhelp co-operatives – and a Mobile
Dental Clinic, solely funded by the
Church in Wales.
“The Dental Clinic van, with its
Welsh red-dragon stickers, is a
but it is also the Church reaching
out into another community and,
whilst it may appear that our church
statistics are declining, we will
never know whether what we are
doing here will boost numbers in
another parish far away. But is that
the main reason? Surely we should
be getting out into the community
or market place simply because
there is a need and we can do
something to help. Example is a
very good way of teaching others
about anything, whatever the lesson.
If other ladies, or men (there is
some beautiful knitting done by
men) would like to help meet these
needs please contact Iris Staniland,
Pengawsai Fach, Whitland, Pembs.
SA34 0RB or tel. 01994 240659 for
further information, and patterns.

familiar sight in Gaza City, and
wherever it parks, men, women and
children queue up outside it for
treatment. In 2006, 3,508 people
were examined by the dentist, and
only 12 did not need any treatment.
All examinations, treatments and
medicines are provided free of
charge, thanks to the generosity of
churches and individuals in Wales.”
The clinic was set up as part of
the Jubilee Fund, an initiative in
1999 to mark the new millennium.
But more donations are needed. Dr

Barry Morgan says: “With conditions in the area becoming more
fraught by the day, it is more
important than ever that we continue
to support the Fund, despite the
fantastic sum raised so far. We must
show that we care for ordinary
people and families caught up in
such awful terror and violence.”
Donations to the Gaza Dental
Project can be sent to the Treasurer,
Gaza Dental project, Church in
Wales, 39 Cathedral Road, Cardiff,
CF11 9XF.

A selection of knitwear produced by the ladies
of St Clears deanery
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Many thanks to Canon Aled Griffiths
by Mandy Williams-Potter

A

LED has recently resigned from
his post as Diocesan Director of
Ordinands, a post he has held since
1991. During that time has journeyed
alongside many, many ordinands and
prospective ordinands as they have
explored their calling. He has fulfilled this role diligently, faithfully
and sensitively. It is one of the most
privileged positions to hold in
ministry as you accompany others on
their journey of faith and help to
discern their calling by God. As a
Diocese we are greatly indebted to
him and will miss him in this role.
As I take over this task I ask for all

Looking Ahead

F

EBRUARY is not very far away
and no doubt parishes will
shortly be giving consideration to
their Lent courses for next year.
USPG: Anglicans in World Mission
has launched its Lent 2008 resource
book ‘Love one another’, which
explores relationships through the
Gospel of Matthew and the Church
of Bangladesh. Each week focuses
on different relationships: within the
family, in the church, in the community, with the environment and
with God. The five sections open
with a prayer, followed by an

your prayers as I seek my best to fill
the huge gap Aled will leave and to
carry on the good work he has done.
introduction to the week’s focus, a
personal story illustrating the difficulties faced by people living in
Bangladesh, discussion sections,
prayers and a Bible reading. For
example, in week two, we are told that
less than 0.3% of the population in
Bangladesh is Christian and asked to
reflect on the different reasons people
come to church and why they choose
one denomination over another, then
asked to read Matthew 20: 20-28.
Free copies of the USPG’s Lent
study booklet, with collection
envelopes, collection boxes and
posters, are now available – visit
www.uspg.org.uk or tel: 020 7378 5678.

Unusual Requiem

I

T’S not often nowadays that the
great requiems are sung in the
context of an actual Mass; but that’s
exactly what happened in Wiston
Church on All Souls’ Day (2nd
November), when the renowned
music group Tempus performed the
sublime Requiem by Fauré, under
their Musical Director Seimon
Morris. The music gained a new
dimension from it’s setting: the
haunting Pie Jesu, for instance, took
on a fresh poignancy hard to achieve
in the concert hall. The service amply
demonstrated one of the principal
aims of ARCH (Art in Churches):
to explore the connection between

the arts and spirituality. The charity’s
future programme includes a ‘Singin’ on 24th February in St Brynach’s
Church, Llanfyrnach, when BBC
broadcaster and hymnologist Hugh
Ashley will once again be exploring
the history of some of our favourite
hymns and producing a commemorative CD of the occasion.
Other plans include another
Sing-in on the town beach in Tenby
in August; an illustrated history of
Welsh costume; a recital of Welsh
poetry; a guided exhibition of sculpture; and further collaboration with
chapels in the area.

“Who, me Lord?”
Tina Franklin writes about the new St Michael’s Vocation Course

H

AVE you ever considered some
form of Christian ministry? Do
you wish you could deepen your
understanding of the Christian faith?
Have you wondered what it might
be like to study in a College setting?
St Michael’s College trains
people from across Wales for ordained and reader ministry. Many of
those who come for training are
returning to study after a long gap.
They are nervous about what is
expected of them and how they will
cope. They would have welcomed a
half-way house between formal
study in College and local parish
groups.
It is in response to this need that
we have designed a course for
those who might be thinking about

Summer 2007 – Climate Change
or another British Summer?

ministry or who want to deepen their
knowledge of Christianity but are
unsure how they will get on with
formal study. The course is written
by tutors at St Michael’s College. It
will examine areas such as the bible,
mission, spirituality, Christian belief
and ministry. Easy to follow study
guides will help people explore and
examine each topic. The study guides
are self-contained so you don’t need
to be near a library.
The course begins with an overnight stay at St Michael’s College
providing an introduction to each of
the five topics, which you then have
ten weeks to examine. You work
through the study materials in your
own home and every fortnight you
meet up with a local tutor to talk

A

FTER the record-breaking
summers of 2003 and 2006,
hopes were high for this year being
another record-breaker. And it was
– but for all the wrong reasons!
After the warmest ever April, the
Met Office forecast a warmer than
average summer – and one that
wouldn’t be particularly wet. How
wrong they were! In fact, what we
saw was the wettest summer since
records began almost a century ago.
Many parts of the country were
deluged. Who can forget the images
of Sheffield Wednesday’s football
pitch submerged by 3 feet of water,
or the 7,000 homes flooded in Hull,
the severe flooding in Tewkesbury
and Gloucester, a very soggy Glastonbury Festival, tornadoes in
Northampton and the RAF undertaking their biggest peace-time
operation in years: rescuing motorists
stranded on the M5. In West Wales
the rainfall was double that of the
recent average and torrential rain
caused widespread disruption. So
what caused our summer to take its
own holiday?
The answer lies far above us. At
36,000 feet – roughly the height an
aeroplane flies – is the jet stream.
The jet stream is a wind that reaches
up to 200 mph and carries the
weather systems across the Atlantic
to the UK. Over the last few
summers, the jet stream has been to
the north of the UK. This meant that
a high pressure system settled over
the mid-Atlantic and we were bathing in glorious sunshine – with all the
bad weather being carried over
Greenland, Iceland and northern
about what you have studied. At the
end of the ten weeks there is a study
day which leads on to the next part
of the course: This is a four week
placement, during which you
observe the work of a local minister.
The fee for the course is £75.
If you want to understand more
about Christianity but have been
worried about the level of study then
this course is for you. For more
information contact Tina Franklin at
St Michael’s College, 54 Cardiff
Road, Llandaff, Cardiff, CF5 2YJ,
tel: 020 2983 8009.

by Louise Pritchard
Scandinavia. This year the jet stream
shifted south and hovered over the
UK. This meant a series of low
pressure systems all headed for us,
relentlessly, one after the other. It is
this that brought the grey skies and
rain that we all remember. At the
same time, it was this southerly shift
of the jet stream that resulted in the
heat wave in south-east Europe
which saw many hundreds tragically
lose their lives.
So what causes these changes?
The shift in the jet stream is caused
by something that happens in the
Pacific – off the coast of Peru in fact!
You may have heard of the El Niño
phenomenon – this is a fluctuation
in the surface temperatures of the
tropical Pacific Ocean. During El
Niño, the seas off Peru are much
warmer than normal. The opposite
phase, known as La Niña, is when
the warmer seas are found in the
western Pacific (near Indonesia) and
the seas off Peru are unusually cold.
The temperature of the sea affects
the air above it, so El Niño and La
Niña affect the weather in the
Pacific. In February 2007, we saw
a switch from El Niño to La Niña.
This switch had a domino effect
that changed weather patterns
across the globe including altering
the course of the jet stream and
causing the UK to suffer the
wettest summer on record.
So, what happened to the global
‘warming’ we were told would
happen? Is there another side to

climate change? Like all weather
systems, the jet stream moves and
it’s not the first (or last) time it has
settled over the UK. Although the
climate forecasts for the UK are that
we will get hotter summers, and
winters will be milder and wetter, this
is the expected average so we will
still have years that buck the trend.
This year was perhaps just one of
those. But some climate scientists
disagree – they think that warming
in the Atlantic Ocean due to climate
change could influence the El Niño
phenomenon. Perhaps this means the
weather we’ve seen this year will be
back more often.
So, what about a white Christmas? While last winter was the
second warmest ever, we’re not too
sure what winter 2007/08 will hold
in store. The La Niña event is most
pronounced in winter months and
we tend to see a colder start and
milder end to winter. But the
current feeling is that, although it
might be a mild winter, it will be
cooler and perhaps drier than the
last.

Louise Pritchard
studied Geophysical
Sciences at the
University of East
Anglia and Atmospheric
Physics in Manchester.
Louise now works as
an Environmental
Consultant advising on
air pollution and climate
change issues
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Toots and Frosty come to Chur
ch
Church
T

MU Irish Link
Bryan Witt, diocesan MU chaplain, reports on the visit by a
group of Mothers’ Union members from our link with the
Diocese of Cashel and Ossery, Ireland

O

N Friday 7th September, our
Irish visitors were met at Pembroke Dock with a good Welsh
welcome and then taken for lunch to
Scolton Manor. The next stop that
afternoon was to St Dogmael’s,
where the Revd Dorrien Davies gave
a most enlightening tour of the Abbey
ruins and celebrated the Eucharist.
After spending the night with their
host families, Saturday morning
began with a visit to the Museum of
Childhood at Llangeler. Here everyone relived their early days and for
one or two a misspent childhood! A
splendid lunch was served at Llan-

fihangel church hall, Abercywyn,
before we all enjoyed an open air
Eucharist celebrated by the Chaplain
in the ruins of the Pilgrim’s Church
at Abercywyn. We all met for a meal
that evening at Pant yr Athro,
Llanstephan. On the Sunday morning
each visitor attended worship with
their hosts prior to catching the ferry
back home in the afternoon. This was
a wonderful opportunity to share
with members of the Mothers’ Union
from another province and we thank
Heather Witt for arranging the visit
and look forward to our visit to their
diocese next time.

Arts in Churches – and Chapels
by Jonathan Copus

T

HE West Wales Arts in Churches
Charity ARCH is expanding its
activities to include non-Anglican
places of worship. The first such
event took place on 16th November
in Blaenconin Chapel, Llandissilio,
when the newly-formed Pembrokeshire ladies’ choir Cantabile
performed a range of contemporary
music under the baton of founder
and Musical Director Richard
Stephens.
The occasion also provided a
chance to view the results of the

recent photographic competition on
the theme of Arches, in which the
winners received vouchers to spend
at Celtic Vision in Narberth, whose
proprietor Ivan Wilson judged the
entries.
Participants in the September art
workshop tutored by the renowned
art teacher Louise Diggle took
advantage of the luxuriant rural
setting of Gumfreyston Church. The
works which emerged from it went
on display at the Art Matters gallery
in Tenby.

WO ponies – Toots and Frosty
– were the unusual participants
at a special service at St Elidyr’s
Church, Ludchurch, Narberth.
The service of animal blessing
also attracted five dogs and a large
congregation of humans!
The service was conducted by
the Priest-in-charge of the parish,
the Rev Sarah Geech who said,
after the service: “This is the first
time we have held such a service
and it was timed to coincide with
the time of year when the Church
remembers St Francis of Assisi,
who rejoiced in all creation, but
particularly in animals, whom he
often called ‘brother’.”
“It gave those present an opportunity to ask for God’s blessing, not
only on their own pets but on all
animals, and to give thanks for the
significant part pets play in the lives
of many people through their
companionship and generosity.”
The ponies, which belong to
ten-year-old James Davies and his

James and Lucy Davies with their ponies, Frosty and Toots with
Rev Sarah Geech after the Pet Service at Ludchurch
sister, seven-year-old Lucy of
Ludchurch, were just able to get
in through the porch of the small
Church and, under the control of

Back to School, Vicar?
Will Strange reports on the annual Clergy School,
this year at Aberystwyth

D

ON’T be fooled by the word
‘school’. There aren’t any desks
and I didn’t see any chalk. Think
‘works outing at the seaside’ – with
lectures.
And don’t be fooled by the word
‘clergy’ either. It isn’t like ‘Father
Ted’ – there’s hardly a dog collar
to be seen. In fact the dress code is
very much on the casual end of the
spectrum, with the tone set by the
Bishop himself (Levi 501’s, opennecked shirt, trainers).
As a venue, Aberystwyth was
an experiment. In previous years
Clergy School has been deliberately located in more remote places
so that participants won’t slip home
to make that funeral visit ‘which
just had to be done’. This year the
Bishop trusted us all – and an
informal head count suggested that
his trust was well-placed. There
certainly seemed to be a lot of us

present at all the sessions. Maybe
it was the food – generally voted
very acceptable.
So, what is it in aid of? Clergy
School has an outward purpose and
an inward reality. The outward
purpose is for the clergy of the
diocese to spend a couple of days
together, studying some theme
relevant to parish life. And worshipping together. And hearing a
closing sermon from the Bishop.
We’ve had some excellent
speakers in recent years, too. This
year – Ann Morisy, who has said
that ‘she was greatly honoured to
have been described as the Beryl
Reid of theology for seeing things
from the perspective of ordinary
people and speaking in terms that
all can unders-tand’. She certainly
had some down-to-earth stuff for
us in Aberystwyth and proved
herself an excellent communicator.

Eats, Meets and Sings
by Jonathan Copus

N

EXT year sees the 20th
anniversary of the West Wales
Committee of the Royal School of
Church Music, and the birthday
celebrations include a number of
unusual elements as well as some old
favourites.
The year begins with an organplaying day on Saturday, 9th February – a chance for organ enthusiasts
to get their fingers on the magnificent
instrument in St Davids Cathedral. A
particular feature of the day will be a
chance to hone improvisation skills
with the expert encouragement of one

of the UK’s top specialists in the art,
Cathedral Organist Alex Mason.
Saturday, 10th May sees the
annual RSCM Choirs Festival, also
in the Cathedral – directed by Paul
Spicer, former pupil of Herbert
Howells, and the great composer’s
biographer. After a distinguished
career as a producer with BBC Radio
3, Paul is now a freelance conductor
and composer of international repute
in his own right.
Sustenance for both body and
soul will be on the menu in an aptlynamed Eat, Meet and Sing event,

their young handlers, behaved
impeccably. The only incident was
a disagreement between two dogs
but that was amicably sorted out.

In our discussion groups Ann
Morisy got us to read through
Luke’s Gospel. It was a moving
experience to read through whole
chunks of the Gospel instead of the
short isolated snippets we are used to.
That’s the programme – but
there’s something else going on,
too – the inward reality of the thing.
And that is formed by the conversations, the jokes, and the meals
together, by times walking with
colleagues up the hill to the halls
of residence and down the hill to
the lecture room (it was always
either up or down, never flat – more
exercise in two days than some of
us get in the rest of the year!)
Without this residential time, clergy
would miss out on just getting to
know one another.
The reality of Clergy School is
formed by sharing in worship,
conversation, meals and everything
else that helps to bind clergy
together around the diocese. None
of that is on the programme, but it
is probably the reason so many
clergy actually (whatever they may
say) look forward to Clergy School.

when singers from all over West
Wales will be invited to do just that.
Then there’s the annual Choral
Evensong in September. At this
year’s event, singers from all over the
region gathered in the Cathedral for
a day which began with Assistant
Cathedral Organist Simon Pearce
directing a workshop aimed at the
RSCM Gold Award, assisted by
William Reynolds of St Mary’s
Church, Swansea. Rehearsals for
Evensong preceded the service itself,
after which a reception was held for
award winners – all making for a
memorable, enjoyable and profitable
day in the musical life of the Diocese.
For more information contact
revjc@dentron.co.uk.
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Silent Witness
Sian Wight reflects on the witness of going to church

W

HEN I was a teenager we
went, as a family, for a holiday
in Ireland. I remember being surprised by the fact that, in the hotel
where we were staying, breakfast
was between 7 and 10am every day
except Sunday. On Sunday, it was
between 7 and 8.45 and then again
from 10 to 10.30. This was to allow
any of the staff who wanted to go to
church on the Sunday morning to do
so – and many of them did! And quite
a few of the guests went too. As a
teenager, this impressed me greatly
and led me to think more about the
importance of Christianity in my life.
How can we witness to our faith?
We see the numbers of people
coming to church services falling and
our society becoming more secular.
Yet most of us would find it very
difficult to speak to people about our
faith – even to friends and family, let
alone strangers. We feel awkward
about inviting people to church
services. We no longer insist that our
children come to church each Sunday. What then can we do about
evangelism? It seems to me that the
least we can do is show how important our Christian faith is to us – not
by talking about it but by our actions.
I am thinking particularly about
our own commitment to coming to
church on a Sunday. If others see that

it is important for us to come to
church on a Sunday – that we will
not miss the one hour a week that
we spend with others worshipping
God, that church has the priority on
a Sunday – then we are giving a
message of faith to those around us.
If we come to church only when there
is nothing else happening, then what
sort of a message are we giving to
our friends and family about how
important church is? We might not
feel that we can talk to people about
our faith, we might not feel that we
can make a stand for our faith, but
we can show that it is important to
us by ensuring that we come regularly – every week if possible – to
church.
It is a witness to come to church
– even if we have visitors or family
staying with us, even if we are short
of time and have many other things
to do, even if there is lunch to be
cooked. Of course, there will be
times when we cannot get to church
– but is there another service at
another time that we could get to on
that day? We might not be evangelists, but just making our Sunday
worship a priority in our lives gives
a powerful message to those around
us and increases the respect that they
feel for us and for our faith.

From one gig to another
T

HERE was a time when the
leisure activities of vicars would
be of the more genteel nature: bee
keeping, gardening and cricket;
perhaps even a bit of amateur
dramatics. These days you just can’t
pin them down! Some might say the
pursuits of the vicar of Llanrhian &
Llanhywel are rather more gentile
than genteel. Take the first gig.
Llanrhian Church had organised a
Cawl a Chân at the Ship Inn in Trefin
as a community social event and to
raise some funds for the Church.
John Bennett and his wife Barbara
had been asked to do a couple of
musical items for which they were
practicing hard, when along came the
opportunity of a bit of stardom in the
form of Cerys Matthews. Cerys, as
most of you will know, is from Trefin,

and used to head up the very
successful band, Catatonia. She was
back from the States to see her family
and agreed to do a couple of numbers
with the vicar and his wife. Together
they performed ‘Rose garden’ (I
didn’t promise you a…) and then
went on sing Cerys’ well known
version of ‘Mi glywaf dyner lais’
(presently featured on the TV adverts
for BBC Radio Cymru). On the night
the vicar admitted, ‘It’s a bit of a
dream come true’.
The next gig was something that
you perform in rather than at – a
Cornish Pilot Gig to be precise. No,
this isn’t a form of Celtic dance; it’s
a traditional clinker (wooden) built
rowing boat. The vicar became
involved with Porthgain Rowing
Club when he was asked by Tom

Cerys Matthews of Catatonia with Revd John Bennett
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“W
vived
SoulBritain
Sur
vivor 2007”
“Wee sur
survived
Survivor
Hidden
Denise Dempsey reflects on her summer experience at the biggest youth camp in Britain

H

OW often do you sit in a
congregation and wonder
where all the young people are?
Now I don’t consider myself to be
‘old` and at the respectable age of
33, neither do I consider myself a
`young adult`. But when you come
to realise that you are in fact the
youngest member of your congregation, I am left asking the question –
`Where are all the young
Christians?’ ‘Are there any?’
I have had many dreams where
thousands of young people pile into a
place of worship, without being
attached to their parents or negotiating
a price, and proceed to jump up and
down with their hands raised to ceiling
in praise of our Lord and saviour
Jesus Christ . . . Then I wake up!
Has our faith, after 2,000 years,
finally become old and dated, or
worse ‘uncool? NO! Is God,
contrary to the popular belief,
actually that bearded, sandaldonning hippy who loves listening
to traditional hymns and attending
bring & buy sales? Well, YES! But,
he is also a skateboarding bebo head
who relishes jumping up and down,
large’n it, and generally getting his
praise on! How do I know this? I
saw it with my own eyes and I was
wide-awake. At the same time I
discovered where the young
Christians go – ‘Soul Survivor’.
I had no idea exactly what I had
let myself in for when I agreed to
go to Chester with 17 young people
from Tenby and Pembroke Dock.
But, Oh Boy! Am I glad that I did.
Picture this: 3,000 people, 90%
under the age of thirty, making their
way to a worship tent the size of a
football pitch, three times a day, for
a whole week.
Falling asleep
Each service lasting 2 hours,
sometimes 3 hours, yet there was
no moaning, falling asleep, bribery
or cries of boredom. Now I know
that to some this may sound not just
unlikely, but a physical impossibility. Except, with God, all things
are possible! Even things like:
Impromptu bible studies, (using
their own bibles!),
Sutton to bless the latest addition to
their gig fleet on a very wet April
Sunday afternoon last year. Soon
after that, John tried his hand, and
after a few ‘crabs’ and other mishaps actually became quite good. So
much so that he was part of one of
the crews that entered the World
Cornish Pilot Gig championships on
the Scilly Isles in May this year. But
better was still to come. At the end
of July the club hosted the Ramsey
Island race, described as ‘A
challenging 7.5 miles rowing race
around one of the most dramatic
tidal islands in the UK’. To his
amazement and great happiness his
crew, coxed by Des Harris, won the
race! He now has a certificate and
tankard to prove it. We wonder
where his next gig will be.

Public displays of a personal
commitment to Christ,
Deep conversations about
Jesus in the 21st century,
Rock and pop music that
makes the charts seem ‘pants’,
Statements like “This is the
coolest thing I’ve ever been to!”
Animated sermons and talks
you wished you had recorded,
Worship that felt like a good
workout and made your voice
hoarse, and 14yrs old lads
proclaiming to everyone they
met, that Jesus loves them!
It’s true I have 2,999 witnesses.
Overjoyed
I was so overjoyed to hear that
this event was one of three ‘Soul
survivors’ being held this summer,
and the other two boasted 8-16
thousand people. Praise the Lord,
for he REIGNS!
It’s not just for the ‘youngsters’.
For me personally, ‘Soul Survivor’

has turned my pilot light into a fullyfledged central heating system. The
worship and praise was invigorating. The prayers and preaching
were inspirational. But the experience of watching this small group
of youth grow in their faith and
commitment to Christ was beyond
this world, it was heavenly!
Alive and kicking
So, are there any Christians
younger than I am? YES! There
are millions of them. Where can
they be found? At events like ‘Soul
Survivor’.
Christianity is not dying of old
age, it is very much alive and
kicking, and events like these are
growing by the thousand every
year. Praise the Lord!
So, what will you be doing next
summer? I know where I’ll be!
“Because it’s the coolest thing I’ve
ever been to!”

The Patients’ Champion

J

ACK EVERSHED, a member of
the congregation of All Saints
Llangorwen, has been appointed
Chairman of the Board of Community Health Councils (CHC’s) in
Wales. 48 year-old Jack was born
on the family farm near Aberystwyth, and, after graduating from
Oxford, he pursued an eight-year
career with Dalgety Agriculture
before returning to live and work
on the farm with his wife and two
sons. In the last ten years he has
also found time to be a school
governor of his boys’ primary and
secondary schools and, since 2002,
a member of Ceredigion CHC,
being elected chairman of that body
in 2004.
There are 20 CHC’s across
Wales with members drawn from
all walks of life. Appointments are
voluntary and, importantly, they are
the voice of the patients and the
public.
As the NHS continues down
the road of rapid change there are
many thorny issues to be addressed
during Jack’s term of office, and he
is convinced that the way forward

is keeping channels of communication open between all parties. He
also feels that CHC’s should not
only react to local challenges but
that they must also develop a
more professional and consistent
approach across the country.
Crucially, as momentum for change
builds, Jack believes that CHC’s
must be included at an early stage
of the planning process to enable
them take a constructive part in
regional and national developments.
You can find out more about the
work of the CHC’s by visiting
www.patienthelp.wales.nhs.uk/
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Reviews

Mission Shaped Parish
by Paul Bayes and Tim Sledge
Church House Publishing £7.99
ISBN 978-0-7151-4083-3
IT would be easy to write a cynically
dismissive review of a book entitled
Mission Shaped Parish, almost
without opening it. Sentences form
in the mind. “Now that we have
apparently completely exhausted the
titular possibilities of the word
‘transforming,’ we continue to
plough our way through ‘mission
shaped,’.” Or, “for those who dislike
repetition of the words ‘mixed
economy,’ this book is best avoided.”
But such cynicism would be completely misplaced. I must confess that
I was drawn to the book initially as a
result of personal experience of the
pastoral excellence of one of its five
authors, and I was curious to see how
he understood, in broader ecclesiological terms, what he thought he

Out of the Stillness
RSCM Music Direct £12.95
(£11.95 for RSCM members)
THE composer John Rutter has
produced a CD recording of the
Royal School of Church Music
(RSCM) Millennium Youth Choir,
under the directorship of David
Ogden.
Speaking about the recording,
made in Marlborough College
Chapel, Wiltshire, Ogden said that
they had enjoyed working with John
Rutter.
Rutter, for his part, said that it was
immediately obvious that the choir
was ‘committed and expert, and
prepared to concentrate for as long as
it took to make the recording.’
Much of the CD includes works
by prominent contemporary church
music composers, such as Philip
Moore, Bob Chilcott and Richard
Shephard, whose anthem ‘Out of the
stillness’ gives the CD its title. Other

Notices received
was doing. Now I know. And actually
it’s worth knowing.
The book is one of a series that
seeks to amplify and apply the
wisdom of Mission Shaped Church
in various contexts. There is (or is to
be) one volume specifically devoted
to rural church but this is not it. This
volume is about “inherited church”
as opposed to “fresh expressions” of
church. It sets out the mission shaped
values that underpin its parent and
demonstrates through a combination
of short case studies (flagged up
rather irritatingly as Story, Story,
Story each time, in the inevitable
shaded box – the literary counterpart
to the PowerPoint presentation) and
experiential wisdom, how these can
contribute to life, nurture and growth,
in church as know it.
The first section of the book
revisits the values that underpin the
whole mission shaped project.
Mission shaped churches must aspire
to have excellent Trinitarian based
worship, must be grounded, transforming, ready to make disciples and
characterised by welcome and hospitality. There follows an intriguing
section on how these values have
worked out in the history of the
church. The examples chosen, including the Clapham Sect, Wesley and
Charles Lowder, are both interesting
and frustrating. Fortunately, since I’m
not a historian, I was more interested
than frustrated, but had things been
otherwise I suspect I might have been
tempted to ask about the purpose of
such a short section or such an esoteric
choice.

pieces have a strong affiliation with
the RSCM like ‘God be in my head’
by Sydney Nicholson, founder of the
RSCM, and John Harper’s
‘Chorister’s Prayer’. Another of the
composers, Stephen Hatfield from
Canada, wrote ‘Living in a holy city’
while standing on a hill overlooking
Belfast during the times of trouble.
Two compositions by Ogden are also
included.
The choristers themselves were
delighted to be given the opportunity
to explore music, written not only in
their lifetime but in the 18 years since
the RSCM was established. They
found it exciting and challenging and
the end result is a celebration of 20th
century English choral music.
The accompanying booklet gives
plenty of additional information,
including photos of choir members
and potted biographies of the
featured composers, along with
interesting facts about each.
Since its foundation in 2000, the
RSCM Millennium Youth Choir has
made a name for itself with concerts
all over the country as well as TV
and radio broadcasts, and next month
they will be filming for BBC’s
‘Songs of Praise’.
For further details telephone
0845 021 7726 then dial 206;
e-mail: musicdirect@rscm.com;
online shop: www.rscm.com.shop.

The main part of the book
describes what parish churches do
and how they can do it in a more
mission shaped way. There is much
here that is familiar – this is not
exactly a book without equal – but
the style and examples are fresh and
authentic. I particularly liked the
strong case made (contra Bob
Jackson) for the occasional offices
(“Chores of Grace”) as opportunities
for mission, and there are some
strikingly pithy pieces of observation. “Nothing in the last half
century – not the ordination of
women, not Faith in the City, not
even Common Worship – nothing
has proved as annoying as the
church’s commitment to friendliness.” There is an interesting
chapter on cathedrals, which demonstrates just how much work there is
to do in this field.
Like the bishop of London who
writes the foreword, I suspect that
there are many churches that need
to hear what these authors have to
say. Old hands might say they’ve
heard it all before, but speaking as
an old hand, this time it seems
different. Perhaps the crisis is nearer
to us. Perhaps the authors are better
communicators. Perhaps their work
is better researched and resourced.
Perhaps congregations are moving
culturally in new directions that
make them more open to this kind
of recognisable and non-threatening,
non-technical approach. That is of
course unless you find mission
shaped anything, both technical and
threatening. – John Holdsworth

Wales’s Best One Hundred
Churches
by T. J. Hughes
Seren 2006 £12.99 paperback,
£19.99 hardback
THIS lovely book does much more
than reveal 100 churches. Hughes’
understanding of the social and
political history of Wales combines
with his own deep appreciation of
how the Christian faith intertwined
with the culture to produce churches
and chapels that are part of the
landscape rather than imposed on it.
His beautiful writing, matched by the
140 colour photographs, opens a
spiritual and theological depth that
moves the reader.
The splendid introduction will
help the Welsh and incomers alike

Dates to note
December 1 – World Aids Day: www.worldaidsday.org
December 10 – Human Rights Day
January 8-15 – Week of Prayer for Christian Unity:
www.ctbi.org.uk
January 27 – Homelessness Sunday:
www.housingjustice.org.uk/homelessness-sunday
Christmas Stories in Faith and Preaching. 7pm 3rd December.
James Callaghan Lecture Theatre, Swansea University. Lecturer:
John Proctor.
Aberystwyth Choral Society will be performing Orff’s
Carmina Burana & Borodin’s Polovtsian Dances at
Aberystwyth Arts Centre at 8pm on 8th December.
Journeys with the Celtic saints: Pilgrim Adventure’s 2008
programme is now available, which includes journeys to the
Isles of Scilly, Ireland, The Hebrides, Cornwall and, of course,
within Wales. Full details can be obtained from 01834 844212
or on request from www.pilgrim-adventure.org.uk.

Beside Quiet Waters – Days in the Cathedral Cloisters –
Spiritual refreshment in the heart of St Davids.
Wednesday 28th November, 10am-4pm:The Living Crib
– Preparing for Christmas with St Francis.
Wednesday 23rd January 2008, The Desert Fathers.
Cost £2. To book a place contact Revd John Bennett 01348
831354
WANTED – Lay Secretary for the Churches and Pastoral
Committee. The work of the Committee involves looking at
church buildings from the perspective of the Church’s mission.
An honorarium will be paid and all expenses re-imbursed.
The job will invove Dealing with enquires from parishes; Taking
minutes; Preparation work for 4 meetings a year. The
successful applicant will work from home. The work involved
is around 120 hours per annum. Additional information can
be obtained from the Diocesan Office.

value the way that faith helped form
this nation, for he sees the places of
worship as an expression of that faith
which is formed by the context in
which the church is then built.
“Heaven”, Hughes says, “is earthed,
rather than exalted and up there.”
Visitors to these churches in Wales
need eyes that are wide to the
surroundings. They will also need
1:25,000 maps for some of these
churches are not to be found on
general road maps, and the maps in
this book are little help. It is a good
thing each church has an OS
reference number.
Selecting 100 “best” churches is
an unenviable task and this diocese
does not score well; three of our

listed churches are already redundant
and look ‘empty’ of God to the visitor
– not the impression needed.
However, Hughes has some
important theology: “ . . . in shape
and screen and roof, interiors carry
the heart and soul of the Welsh
aesthetic, always communal and
inclusive – with each man and
woman close up and known and not
placed at a distance – and where the
lines are blurred between the secular
and spiritual . . . .”
This is a rare book, written with
a depth of understanding from within
the tradition, not awed by
architecture, and revealing the
human scale and story that is our
faith. – Jeremy Martineau

