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ON Sunday 17th June five
women priests from the

Diocese left their cassocks hang-
ing in the vestry as they took up
the Race for Life challenge.
Cancer Research UK’s annual 5K
race is run or walked by women
all over the country. We joined the
race at the Millennium Festival
Fields in Llanelli along with 3,000
others. We decided to do it for a
variety of reasons: primarily it was
a gesture of support and solidarity
for some of our sisters in the
ordained ministry who have, or
continue to battle with, cancer. It
was also an act of witness – that
on a Sunday morning we were
alongside people who had
themselves  struggled with cancer;
others who were caring for loved
ones; still others who continued to
mourn for those who had lost the
fight. Each woman had a back sign
on which was written, ‘I Race for
Life for . . . ’. Reading these signs
as we raced alongside others was

a truly humbling experience. One
woman we spoke to had lost a
friend to cancer only last month.
The money raised continues the
urgent research needed to ensure
that we did not give up the fight
on a disease, which affects 1 in 3
people during their lifetime.

If you have never joined the
Race for Life then we would
thoroughly recommend it.  An
aerobic warm-up prepares you for
the race and then a moment of
silence reminds you why you are
there. The women priests who
participated, Bonnie Timothy,
Rhiannon Johnson, Lynn
Chambers and Mandy Williams-
Potter, did so for Jane Goupillon
who is receiving treatment for
cancer at present, and also for Sian
Wight, who celebrates a success-
ful end to treatment. The fifth
person was Jane herself who
joined the Race to show us all that
life indeed goes on and is to be
celebrated. We were enormously

Race for Life
by Mandy Williams-Potter

proud of her. She was truly an
inspiration to us and to many women
she met along the way. At the end
there were medals all round to prove
that we had risen to the challenge –

even for Jasper, Jane’s dog, who
walked faithfully alongside her. We
certainly got noticed in our dog
collars. With the support and
encouragement of colleagues and

parishioners, we hope to make this
an annual event in our diaries so we
call all our sisters in Christ to start
training now!

Have you got a light?Have you got a light?Have you got a light?Have you got a light?Have you got a light?
STRIKING, thought-provoking captions and

images are to be the hallmark of a new series
of diocesan banners with an imaginative approach
to bilingualism. The Welsh captions will not be
translations of the English, but, rather, distinct and
individual responses to the pictures. For example
an image of a burning candle has the English
caption, “We’ll shed some light on things.” The
Welsh equivalent asks: “Have you got a light?”

The new banners are a response to concerns raised
after last year’s Pembrokeshire Show, when one visitor
remarked that the church tent contained very little
information about either the diocese of St Davids and
its ventures in mission, or, indeed, about the Christian
faith more generally. There has also been an increased
demand for high quality resources to be made
available for church conferences, eisteddfodau and
parish events such as flower festivals.

The Communications Team has been working in
conjunction with the senior staff to produce a set of
five banners that will be available for events this
summer. They decided that the banners should appeal
to casual visitors, and that they should have the
potential to lead to further conversation about faith
and the church. They also wanted to correct negative
perceptions of the church, such as that church
congregations are monochrome, exclusive, unthinking

and prejudiced. The designs chosen contain broadly
religious images in a modern idiom. They also stress
the pastoral work of the church in communities.

Ideally, the banners should be used in situations
where church members are available to continue the
conversation that the banner has prompted,
according to the chair of the group, archdeacon John
Holdsworth. He said, “We are delighted to be asked
for this kind of thing. It’s good to know that church
members want high quality resources to help them
share their faith.”

The captions are likely to be a talking-point in
themselves. A picture of a hospital visit has the Welsh
caption, “Ryn ni yma o hyd”, a quotation from a
Dafydd Iwan folk song: “We’re still here.” That
speaks of persistence and endurance. The English
words are, “We’re here 24:7.” The English caption,
“Blue sky thinking,” sits alongside the Welsh, “Beth
yw mesur glas y nen?” Bilingualism adviser Hywel
Davies, responsible for the Welsh, believes that the
idea of one picture/two ideas, is a good one. “It’s very
difficult to translate idioms,” he said, “and using the
first line of a children’s hymn about awe and wonder
is quite close to some of the implications of blue sky
thinking. In any case both are designed to show that
church people are not closed but exploratory, curious
and innovative.”
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WHEN the working group in
charge of the new Church in

Wales website met for the first time,
we decided the opportunity to
redesign the entire site was too good
to miss.

Our initial consultation exercise
raised several key issues, including
the difficulty people experienced
finding things on the old site. We
hope that the first thing you’ll notice
about the new site is not only that
it’s easier to find things, but that
there’s a “search” box at the top of
every page if you do get stuck.

The website is a very visible
part of the Church in Wales, and we
realised that we needed to improve
the way in which it reflected the life
of the Church in Wales. To do this,
we created a new Faith area, with
sections covering prayer, healing,
and what we believe about important
issues. The Faith area also includes
“Bible this week”, where each week
a different person contributes a short
reflection on the following Sunday’s
readings.

Another issue we looked at was
when people came to the website
looking for information on particular

At April’s Governing Body meeting, Archbishop Barry launched the new Church in
Wales website. www.churchinwales.org.uk entirely replaces the old site, which had
served the province well over a number of years. Webmaster Matt Knight discusses
some of the changes

Easy Surfing

topics. The new Life area of the
website includes separate sections
on Baptism, Confirmation,
Marriage and Funerals as well as
sections on Schools, Our Heritage
and Ministry.

It was very important to us that
we didn’t exclude anyone from
being able to use the new website.
As a result the site is bilingual, is
usable no matter how slow your
internet connection or computer,
and has been designed to be as
accessible as possible to people
with disabilities who use the
internet.

Finally, we wanted to be sure
that people could be easily notified
when we add information to the
website. Using a technology called

RSS, you can now choose to be
notified free of charge when we add
news and events or press releases
to the site – there’s a full guide
available from the website.

This is the start of the new
website, and not the end. We’ve
designed it to allow us to add to it
easily, and the following months will
see some exciting additions, not least
of which will be a Shop facility for
Church in Wales publications. We
welcome all feedback on the site,
which should be sent to me at
webmaster@churchinwales.org.uk

Linked to the process of
creating the new provincial site is
the creation of new Diocesan sites
– look out for a new website for St
Davids later this year.

FREE & Open Source Software
(FOSS) is gaining in popularity

throughout the Third World. Because
it is usually free FOSS allows poorer
countries to make far greater use of
information technology. It can be
used in almost any environment, but
has particular relevance to
education programmes. Indeeed the
cost of proprietry software such as
Microsoft would be prohibitive for
most schools in the developing
nations.

The popular name for the Open
Source Operating System is Linux.
There are many flavours of Linux
to be had, the most popular are
Ubuntu, Suse and Mandriva. There
is even a Welsh Linux version
which can be downloaded from
Mandriva.

But if you already have Micro-
soft you can download a  free
Windows version of Open Office
(bilingual), which is compatible
with Microsoft Office, for your word
processing needs from Open Office.

A very good video to look at
how free ‘open source’ software is
used in the developing world can
be seen at Video.google.

FOSSFOSSFOSSFOSSFOSS for all? for all? for all? for all? for all?
by Dewi Roberts

There are even Christian ver-
sions of Linux to be had. One is
called Christian Ubuntu.

But why this article about Open
Source Software in a church publi-
cation such as this? We are meant
to be good stewards of the gifts that
we are given. Linux is a free gift to
the world – the core of this operating
system was created by Linus
Torvalds in Helsinki in 1991 and
posted on the net for computer
experts throughout the world to look
at and use for free. During the last
15 years Linux has been growing
and improving at such a remarkable
rate that Microsoft or Apple Mac are
no longer the only two options for
the computer desktop market. Since
it is a free and excellent operating
system it is surprising that Linux is
not used more widely. Is it the best
use of our resources always to buy
the most obvious and expensive
product on the market? The
developing nations have embraced
Linux and so should we.

A video illustrating the excel-
lence of Linux can be found at
Youtube.

So you would like to get on to the new website but haven’t
a computer. The Arthur Rank Centre (the churches’ rural
resource unit) can provide you with a government standard
computer – cleaned up and warranted and with all modern
software in place – at very affordable prices. Visit
www.arthurrankcentre.org.uk, using someone else’s
machine!

THE Diocesan website has been
in desperate need of revamping

for a number of years – not least, it
might be thought, because of the in-
appropriate use of the wording
“Bishop’s Movements” in reference
to the Bishop’s diary! As a spin off
from the re-launch of the Provincial
Website, a Diocesan Website Group
was formed under the auspices of the
Communications Team, headed by
John Holdsworth, Archdeacon of
St Davids.

This small group has met reg-
ularly over the past 18 months, aided
by Matt Knight, the Church in Wales
Resources Officer. As well as how
the site should look and what the
content should be, great care has
been taken over the use of both
Welsh and English and accessibility.
With a Diocese as large and active
as ours it is not surprising that this
has been a mammoth task. The
group is extremely grateful to all
those who have contributed material
and the dedicated team of translators
who have help prepare it.

The site is divided into seven
sections: Church Life, Bishop, Press,
Cathedral, Tourism, Information,
and Resources, each of which

Diocese gets new website
– and Pobl Dewi too!

by Paul Mackness
Secretary to the Webgroup

contains a huge amount material. It
is envisaged that the website will be
an effective shop window on the
Diocese of St Davids and will reflect
the wide and varied ministry and
mission of the life of the church in
this place.

The new website will be
launched by Bishop Carl at this
year’s Diocesan Conference, and it
is hoped that it will be a useful tool
and resource for all involved in the
work of the Diocese both lay and
ordained. The website will be able
to be updated regularly and people
will be able to sign up for RSS feeds
and updates. You will also be able
to view Pobl Dewi online in specially
prepared web editions!BRONZE, silver and gold medals

aren’t the exclusive preserve of
the Olympic Games: singing has its
own awards, offered by the Royal
School of Church Music.

As part of its ongoing mission
to encourage excellence in music
in worship, the RSCM provides a
structure for singers to develop
their vocal talents. The scheme is
called Voice for Life, emphasising
that it’s not just aimed at young
people but that adults can benefit
as well.

Going for Gold
by Jonathan Copus

‘These bronze, silver and gold
awards can give people a sense of
achievement in their singing career,’
says RSCM West Wales Education
and Training Officer Simon Pearce
– ‘a ladder they can climb just as fast
or as slowly as they want.’

In some areas the bronze and
silver stages are known as Dean’s
and Bishop’s awards.

The next award ceremony will be
held during a special Evensong in St
Davids Cathedral on September 29th,
and the closing date for the following
round of exams is October 1st.
Anyone interested should contact
simonpearce1@hotmail.com.
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THAT was one of the questions
five couples were faced with on

a marriage preparation course held
in St Peter’s Church Carmarthen in
April. The course emerged from the
Parish’s Venturing in Mission Action
Plan. Under the ‘Collaborating
Church’ heading we had committed
ourselves to organising a course that
could be offered to other parishes in
the Carmarthen Deanery.

The clergy team in the Parish
often came across married couples
who wished they had received
more information to prepare them
properly for marriage. With this in
mind, the overall aim of the course
was ‘To provide engaged and
recently married couples with tools

Are you a good listener?
to build a healthy marriage that will
last a lifetime’.

In the space of one and a half
hours we covered topics as wide
as expectations about marriage,
handling conflict, communicating
effectively with each other and our
families, and keeping love alive.
Small blocks of teaching were
followed by opportunities for
couples to discuss the topics on
their own. The course manual also
included suggestions for discussion
that couples could take away as
homework!

Was the course successful?
Comments from participants inclu-
ded:

‘It was really good to talk about

what marriage is all about instead
of wedding arrangements.’

‘Very relevant and delivered
with a good sense of humour.’

‘Hearing the leaders speak
about their own experiences of
marriage was really helpful.’

On the basis of these comments
the Parish will certainly be aiming
to run the course again next year and
to encourage other parishes in the
Deanery to get involved. The more
we can do to prepare couples to stay
together after marriage the better!

For more information about the
course, please contact Revd Andrew
Johnson on 01267 237303 or email
curate@stpeterscarmarthen.org

ST EDITH’S church, Llanedi, on
the south-eastern boundary of

our diocese re-opened for public
worhsip on Plam Sunday. Christian
worship has been offered on this
ancient site since about the 12th
century, although much of the
existing building is a Victorian re-
build. The Phase 1 restoration work
involved replacing defective ceil-
ings, new wiring and lighting, roof
repairs, repainting the nave and the
removal of the pipe organ. Although
the actual changes have been
modest, the work has transformed
the appearance and quality of the
church interior.

Our thanks go to the Welsh
Church Fund, the Property Board of
the Representative Body and the

New Lease of life
for Llanedi church

by Dewi G. Davies

Churches and Pastoral Committee
who gave us some much apreciated
financial assistance. The next,
Phase 2, stage involves work to the
tower and the north chapel which
is the oldest part of the building.
The church was rededicated by
Bishop Carl on 20th June.

This project is part of our
Venturing in Mssion programme as
we try to raise the profile of the
church in the local commnity.
Another Venturing in Mission
project, in association with local
community user groups, is the
repair and extension of the church
hall. This, too, is an ambitious
project and will involve building a
new hall adjacent, but connected, to
the existing one.

Trevor Huddleston with the
infant Desmond Tutu

SO sang Duke Ellington – and
The Duke would surely have felt

at home in Mynachlog-ddu Church
when the four-piece band Swing
Galês swung into action with music
from the thirties and forties at the end
of June. Stylistically, though, the
band is much closer to Django
Reinhardt and the fabled Quintette
du Hot Club de France, with its
magical gypsy jazz guitar music
which is enjoying a strong revival at
the present time.

The concert was one of many
sponsored by the arts in churches
charity, ARCH, which aims to

explore the use of sacred spaces as
venues for artistic events of all kinds.

Recent and forthcoming attrac-
tions include Hymns and their story
in Newport Parish Church on July
15th – a chance to hear the fascin-
ating history behind some favourite
hymns from writer and broadcaster
Hugh Ashley; and the opportunity to
win photographic equipment by
submitting photographs on the
theme of arches. There are three
classes based on age: under 11s, 12-
17 and 18+. Entries will be on show
in St Mary’s Church, Whitland from
August 13th to 17th.

The next month sees a two-day
art workshop in Gumfreyston
Church on September 22 and 23,
led by the renowned art teacher
Louise Diggle. The results will be
exhibited in the Tenby gallery Art
Matters a week later.

All Souls’ Day (2nd November)
will be marked by a performance of
Fauré’s Requiem by the celebrated
singing group Tempus – unusually,
in the context of an actual Requiem
Mass in Wiston Church. On Friday
November 16th, the newly-formed
ladies’ choir Cantabile will be
making their public debut in Blaen-
conin Chapel, Llandissilio, under the
baton of Richard Stephens. Among
the works will be a specially com-
missioned setting by Jonathan
Copus of the moving first world war
poem In Flanders Fields.

It don’t mean a thingIt don’t mean a thingIt don’t mean a thingIt don’t mean a thingIt don’t mean a thing
if it ain’t got that swingif it ain’t got that swingif it ain’t got that swingif it ain’t got that swingif it ain’t got that swing

For further details of all these events please contact the Revd Anthony Bailey
on 01437 532430 or anthony@bailey7939.freeserve.co.uk.

Tempus with musical director Seimon Morris (left)

PERHAPS not on the bedpost, as
the old song implied – but how

many Action Plans are more
impressive in intent than action?
Getting things going can be the most
difficult stage in the whole process.
But for Ystrad Meurig Church in
Ceredigion, action is the operative
word. As part of the “Desmond Tutu
Community Build” project, parish-
ioner Christopher Watson has flown
to South Africa to help build twenty
homes for people just outside
Capetown. The project is part of the
Habitat for Humanity charity and
cooperates with  families currently
living in shanty towns, often in the
most appalling conditions. Volun-
teers hope to complete the work in
one week so that residents can move
in with a minimum of delay. The
plight of the urban poor in South
Africa touched the hearts of our rural
community and after various fund-
raising activities we were able to
make a substantial donation – thanks
to the generosity of the people of
Ceredigion.

“Does your Action Plan
lose its flavour . . . ?”

by Jill Watson

A farewell supper for Chris was
held at the church as he set to
follow in the footsteps of personal
heros, such as Desmond Tutu and
Trevor Huddleston, in helping to
address injustice and social depri-
vation.

Church goodbye to Chris
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THE Diocesan World Mission
Group seeks to encourage

church members to engage with the
worldwide church. What does it
mean to be part of it? What can we
offer the overseas church and what
might we gain from such an inter-
national relationship?

The Group works at all levels:
Diocesan, Archdeaconry, Deanery,
Parish and with individual Church
members. What information is
available? Where do we get it from?
How may it best be used?

You might be surprised at the
number of people in our diocese
who have worked with or visited the
church  overseas or who have hosted
Christians from overseas who have
been in the UK for shorter or longer
periods

In March the Group hosted an

Yes, we do believe in Mission!
by Geoff Pacey, for World Mission Group

evening meeting at Aberaeron for
parish ‘world mission contacts’, those
who have been asked by their parish
to be the contact point for mission
activity. The invitation had been sent
to those from churches in the
Archdeaconry of Ceredigion and it
was a joy to share that evening with
30 people and to know that this figure
was a genuine indication of interest
in mission, both home and away.

The evening began with a splen-
did meal, appreciated by all. Eating
together gave time for us to get to
know each other and to share how
our individual churches were
involved in mission. This led us
later into an encouraging plenary
session where problems were aired
and where creative and imaginative
ideas were shared. Both large and
small churches  had  something to

IN May a new Plant Dewi project
was launched at the Model

Church in Wales school, Carmar-
then. Present at the celebrations
were Bishop Carl Cooper and the
Revd Pauline Barnett, Chief Super-
intendent of the Methodist Church.

God4Kidz is an ecumenical
project that gives children the
chance to learn about God and the
Bible in a fun and innovative way.

The project was sponsored by
Plant Dewi, local parishes, the
Methodist church and Trinity
College in response to a request by
Revd Jane Goupillon, former curate
of Christchurch. It is now establish-
ing itself in three Carmarthen

God4Kidz
schools, as well as schools in
Kidwelly, Mynydd-y-Garreg and
Haverfordwest.

A Children’s Co-ordinator,
Diane Thomas, has been employed
by Plant Dewi to drive the project
forward and to deliver it in the
schools, together with local clergy
and the Methodist Minister.

The launch gave children from
the Carmarthen and Kidwelly
schools the chance to get together
and sing, watch a play and to
participate in a quiz. The children
thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon
saying that ‘God4Kidz is great’ and
‘the play was really funny’.

contribute here. “We have no church
hall but personal invitations to
meetings in our home bring a good
response” said one representative.
Another wrote to say that the
evening had been ‘inspirational’.

Mission agencies produce re-
sources in different media and there
were many of these on display
including magazines, leaflets, video
tapes, audio tapes and DVD’s. It
was a good opportunity to see and
compare resources from many
different agencies, and to get an idea
of what might be useful in different
parishes and situations. The eve-
ning finished with a time to pray.

From the general buzz over the
meal and the earnest conversations
taking place throughout the evening
it was clear that the meeting had
achieved its purpose.

Bishop Carl Cooper opening a water gravity scheme
with a local community councillor

Uganda – an unforgettable experience

Contributions to Pobl Dewi
We welcome articles of interest from readers and, in particular,
we would like to encourage submission of articles in Welsh.

Revd Don MacGregor don@macgregors.wanadoo.co.uk,
is the lead editor of the next issue and will be pleased to
hear from anyone who would like to submit an article.

The other regional editors can be contacted as follows:
Tessa Briggs tessab@btopenworld.com
Revd Nicholas Cale nickthevic@parishofwiston.co.uk,
Revd Hywel Davies hywel33@btinternet.com

Alternatively, articles can be posted to:
Pobl Dewi, The Diocesan Office, Abergwili, Carmarthen,
SA31 2JG, marked for the attention of ‘The Editor’.

ROEDDWN i’n gwybod fod
Esgob George Katetswigye

wedi trefnu i ni fynychu Offeren
Ganol Wythnos mewn pentref
gwledig iawn o’r enw Kacereere.
Felly, i ffwrdd â ni fore dydd
Mercher ar gyfer gwasanaeth
11am. Meddyliais wrth fy hun mai
criw bach fyddai’n bresennol,
efallai ychydig mwy nag arfer
oherwydd presenoldeb ymwelwyr.
Dychmygwch ein syndod pan
welon ni tair mil o bobl yn ein
disgwyl ni! Parodd y gwasanaeth
am bedair awr a hanner! Roedd yn
llawn dathlu, canu a dawnsio. Yn
ystod y gwasanaeth clywon ni
ganu a drymio yn dod o’r tu allan.
Roedd llwyth o ‘Pygmies’ wedi
cerdded o’u cartref yn y goedwig er
mwyn ymuno â ni, a ffrwydrodd y
gwasanaeth mewn egni wrth
iddynt berfformio eu diwylliant
nodweddiadol o ganu a dawnsio.
Rwy’n ymfalchïo bellach yn y
ffaith mai fi yw’r unig esgob yng
Nghymru sy wedi dawnsio gyda
Pygmies!

Ble bynnag aethon ni yn
esgobaeth Kigezi roedd angen
cyfri’r cynulleidfaoedd, nid yn eu
canoedd ond yn eu miloedd. Nid
oedd gennym unrhyw amheuaeth
fod disgyblaeth Gristnogol ac
addoliad cyhoeddus yn mwynhau
lle canolog ym mywydau rhan
fwyaf helaeth o’r boblogaeth.
Mewn sgyrsiau byddai pobl yn

atalnodi eu sylwadau yn aml iawn
â’r geiriau ‘Mukama Asiimwe’
[Molwch yr Arglwydd]. Roedd
ganddynt ffydd gadarn a chryf yn
Nuw ac yng ngrym gweddi.

Gan wybod yr hyn ydym am
Affrica, hwyrach nad yw hyn yn
syfrdanol. Ond, mae’n rhaid cofio’r
amodau mae’r bobl hyn yn byw o
danynt. Ychydig iawn sy ddim yn
dioddef oherwydd tlodi ac
amddifadiad. Daethom ar draws
bobl â stumogau wedi eu chwyddo
oherwydd diffyg bwyd, yn gwisgo
dillad na fasen ni’n eu defnyddio
fel clytiau. Maen nhw’n byw
mewn tai na fasen ni’n eu
hystyried fel siediau anifeiliaid. Yn
aml iawn maen nhw’n gorfod
cerdded am filltiroedd i nôl dŵr
budr sydd yn eu gwneud nhw’n sâl
ac, o dro i dro, yn eu lladd nhw.
Nid oedd ganddynt fynediad i
addysg nag i ofal iechyd. Serch
hynny, profiad ymostyngol iawn
oedd eu clywed nhw’n canu am
ddaioni Duw a gorfoleddu yn ei
gariad. Teimlais yn gywilyddus
wrth feddwl am y nifer o weithiau
rwy’n cwyno a grwgnach am
bethau dibwys. Dwedodd John
Catoir taw nid absenoldeb poen
ydy llawenydd ond ymwybyddiaeth
o bresenoldeb Duw ym mhob peth.
Dyna un o’r gwersi pwysig a
ddysgais oddi wrth ein brodyr a
chwiorydd yn Uganda.

Ymlawenhewch!

I HAVE nagged my children to
 death since returning from

Uganda. Careless use of resources
becomes very irritating when you
have been to such a country.  Stricken
with poverty they depend on good
weather and hard labour to have
food, on the generosity of others, on
being in the right place to receive
basic medical supplies, on money
from the West and on the skill of
willing agencies to provide drink
clean water.

During our visit we saw a
country, rich in beauty with a people
alive in their faith. However, the
most memorable picture for me was
the joyful celebration surrounding
the opening of two new water gravity
schemes, which Bishop Carl Cooper
was privileged to commission and
bless, alongside Bishop George
Katetswigye.

The Diocese of Kigeze has a
water department which ranks
highly within the Diocesan
structures. The head of the depart-
ment is Canon George Bagamunda,
and so important is the work of the
engineers in these schemes that the
honour is not being a Canon but
rather an engineer and so people refer
to him as ‘Engineer George’ and hold
him, and others, in high esteem.

When we arrived all the hard
work had been done. The rough
terrain had been tamed by a deter-
mined and skilled workforce,
invariably without the help of
machinery. Huge lengths of pipes
had been laid to bring clean spring
water from its sources, via a tank, to
one tap per village.  The slogan on
the Diocesan Department vehicles
summed up the sense of celebration
involved,  It read:

‘Water is Life – Jesus is Ever-
lasting Life’

The Diocese of Kigezi represents
a church that takes its service to the
community very seriously – its work

saves lives and those who benefit
thank God daily for what he has
given them.  As churches in the West
we can do much to help, both
financially and practically. Through
the generosity of the Deaneries of our
Diocese, for example, Bishop Carl
was able to take out £15,000 to the
Diocese of Kigezi, which will be
used to support schemes such as
these. In the summer a group of
young people from St Michael’s,

Aberystwyth, will be going out to
work as volunteers on one of these
projects.

I am grateful to the people I met
for their warmth and generosity and
for helping me to appreciate life and
faith more fully.  As we stood 1800ft
up the mountain at the source of a
spring, one of the priests said, “The
difference between us and the West
is this: we cannot afford to reflect on
life, we just celebrate it day by day.”

by Mandy Williams-Potter

Bishop Carl Cooper reflects on his visit to Kigesi
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THE United Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel

(USPG) is to start emphasising
more strongly its Anglican heritage
and ongoing commitment to the
worldwide Anglican Communion,
by extending its name to ‘USPG:
Anglicans in World Mission’.

The new name is intended to
clarify that USPG’s work around the
world is carried out in direct part-
nership with Anglican churches.  In
practice, this means supporting a
wide variety of work, from schools
and hospitals, to Christian leader-
ship training and programmes
supporting justice and reconcilia-
tion.

Whilst the USPG continues to
work ecumenically wherever

Changing face of
Anglican mission

possible, including its strong
relationship with the Methodist
Church, Bishop Michael Doe,
USPG General Secretary, went on
to stress that ‘we are Anglicans –
our mission around the world is the
work of Anglicans who are working
together to share God’s love.’

Bishop Michael Doe

OS oeddech chi’n gwibio trwy
bentref Llanddarog un bore

Sadwrn glawog ganol Mai, efallai
i chi sylwi ar olygfa ddigon
cyfarwydd – ar yr olwg gynta’.
Roedd ‘na griw o bobl yn eu du
ym mynwent Eglwys San Twrog.
Ond o edrych yn fanylach fe
fyddech chi wedi sylwi ar ddau
gamera a meicroffon mawr.
Dyma oedd ffrwyth prosiect ar y
cyd rhwng cwmni teledu
Tinopolis, myfyrwyr o Ysgol
Theatr, Cerdd a’r Cyfryngau,
Coleg y Drindod, Caerfyrddin a
Phartneriaeth Diogelwch Ffordd
Sir Gâr – corff sy’n cydlynu
gwasanaethau brys y sir.

Gyrru anghyfrifol sy’n arwain
at lawer o ddamweiniau ar
heolydd Sir Gâr, a phobl ifainc
yw cynifer o’r rheiny sy’n cael eu
hanafu a’u lladd. Roedd y
Bartneriaeth Diogelwch Ffordd
yn awyddus i greu ffilm fer i
dynnu sylw at y mater, ffilm
fyddai’n cael ei dangos ar faes
Eisteddfod yr Urdd, ac yna yn
cael ei dosbarthu i ysgolion ar
draws y sir.

Bu’r myfyrwyr yn brysur yn

Angladd ffug – ondAngladd ffug – ondAngladd ffug – ondAngladd ffug – ondAngladd ffug – ond
bywydau go iawnbywydau go iawnbywydau go iawnbywydau go iawnbywydau go iawn

Non Vaughan Williams, Senior Lecturer in Media
Studies at Trinity College Carmarthen, directed a film
including a mock funeral at Llanddarog church. Its
aim was to draw attention to the high incidence of
serious injuries and fatalities among young people
as a result of careless driving on the roads of south
west Wales

creu cymeriadau – pedair merch a
dau fachgen, ac yn llunio sgript
oedd yn eu dangos yn gorlwytho
car, defnyddio ffôn symudol wrth
yrru, dewis peidio â gwisgo
gwregys ddiogelwch . . . ac
rydych yn medru dyfalu beth
oedd y canlyniad. Damwain
angheuol. Penderfynwyd mai
cariad y gyrrwr fyddai’n marw,
a’i hangladd hi fel petai, oedd yn
cael ei ffilmio yn Llanddarog.
Cafwyd sêl bendith Yr Eglwys
yng Nghymru i ffilmio ym
mynwent Eglwys San Twrog,
gyda ficer y plwy – Y Parchedig
Hywel Davies yn gwasanaethu.

Daeth nifer o’r gymuned leol,
ac aelodau yr eglwys i’r angladd
ffug er mwyn sicrhau bod yr
achlysur yn teimlo’n real ar dâp.
Hoffwn ddiolch o waelod calon
i’r bobl hynny am eu cefnogaeth
– cefnogaeth a fydd gobeithio yn
cyfrannu at achub bywydau. Y
llynedd anafwyd 762 o bobl ar
heolydd Sir Gâr. Lladdwyd neu
anafwyd 112 o bobl yn ddifrifol.
Roedd canran helaeth o’r rhain
yn bobl ifainc rhwng 16 a 24
mlwydd oed.

ST CARANNOG’S Church in
Llangrannog has been given a

unique opportunity to  make a
difference to a young person’s life
in Swaziland by sending him to
school.

The boy in question is a member
of the Stumbo Young Stars
Footballers, a group of 50 disad-
vantaged children and young people
who are cared for and coached by a
former professional footballer,
Rodney Charles, and his wife.
Rodney gave up playing in the
1990s in order to look after this
group of impoverished young people
in Swaziland.

How does the link arise? – In

April 2005 Mike Drew, a local man,
took his family to Swaziland
intending that his three young sons
should see both sides of life there -
the tourist and the impoverished.
While there, two of Mike’s sons
joined in playing football with the
Stumbo Young Stars, the only blonde
heads in the team! On leaving the
country, Mike promised to do
something to help. Talking to St
Carannog’s PCC about the Stumbo
Young Stars is one way in which he
draws attention to the plight of these
young people.

How does the link work? – Out
of the 50 children involved, St
Carannog’s will support just one.

TTTTTo School in Swazilando School in Swazilando School in Swazilando School in Swazilando School in Swaziland
by Ann Greig

The aim is to sponsor the boy
throughout his education, which
usually ends at the equivalent of our
GCSEs. Individual members will
make a commitment to provide
funds annually, at harvest time, and
any money raised over and above the
amount needed for education and
books will be used for the living
expenses of all the other boys.

Because of the prevalence of
AIDS among the 200,000 popu-
lation of Swaziland, there is no
guarantee that any boy will live to
complete his education. Also there
is no guarantee that those who
commit money this year will be in a
position to do so next year. This is
where faith comes in. The PCC were
animated by the prospect of making
a difference, and delighted to be
given this opportunity.

NOTHING really prepares you
for the scale of the pain and

trauma in Rwanda. I went there
having read plenty of briefing
papers. I had sat through numerous
discussions with Foreign Office
officials and aid organisations. I had
re-read the classic Season of Blood,
Fergal Keane’s personal account of
the genocide. I knew the bare facts
behind the events of April-July 1994
when, during a 100 day period,
almost one million Rwandan Tutsis
were slaughtered. It was a genocide
even more efficiently executed than
the Nazi holocaust, but one that was
carried out largely with machetes
and clubs and other crude instru-
ments.

Thirteen years on, the shadow of
genocide still hangs over this beauti-
ful green country of a ‘thousand
hills’. Everyone we met – literally
everyone – seemed to have a story
of astonishing pain and courage. Our
driver grew up in exile in Uganda
and spent 10 years fighting in
President Kagame’s rebel army, so
that he could come back to his family
home. The church leaders told us of
the challenge of reconciliation within
their denominations and the need to
address honestly the issue of the
pastors and priests who are in prison
or awaiting trial for their own roles
in the genocide. We heard the story
of the lady at the AIDS clinic run by
the Christian charity, Solace
Ministries, who was gang-raped
repeatedly during the genocide,
deliberately infected with HIV and
then witnessed her husband and
children being murdered in front of
her. Hearing this broken woman
describe her experiences and then
talk of forgiveness and reconciliation
as tears streamed down her face
filled me with hope for Rwanda. For
me, her story is a metaphor for a
nation.

The foundation for this country’s
remarkable recovery since 1994 is
not the international aid money that
has poured in. It is the decision that
has been taken, collectively, to
pursue a path of national forgiveness
and reconciliation. When all human
instincts scream out for vengeance
and reprisal in the face of enormous
cruelty and evil, it takes faith to reject
those instincts and to seek instead
peace. But reconciliation does not
mean that crimes are forgotten and
the demand for justice ignored.

One of the biggest challenges
facing Rwanda is therefore what to
do with the hundreds of thousands

Stephen Crabb, MP for Preseli Pembrokeshire, visited
Burundi and Rwanda from 1 – 8 June as a member of a
cross-party parliamentary committee with an interest in
human rights and development in Africa. His recollections
here touch on trauma and hope.

Preseli MP visits Africa of people charged with participating
in the genocide. With the country’s
legal system unable to cope, the
government has revived the tradi-
tional ‘Gacaca’ community courts
which closely involve family and
friends of the victims in trying the
accused. It is slightly rough and
ready, and a western lawyer would
wince at some of the procedures, but
the system is broadly working.

Not far from this court is a
hillside where a large white cross has
been built above an enormous
concrete structure. This is one of the
many genocide memorial sites which
litter the Rwandan countryside and
which house mass graves. 41,000
Tutsis are buried here.

I cannot begin to imagine the
totality of suffering that occurred at
this place. But, having spoken to
survivors and seen their faith and
courage and their refusal to surrender
to the powerful motivation of hate, I
believe Rwanda is safely on the path
towards true peace and stability.

DIOCESAN COUNCIL FOR MISSION AND MINISTRY

God Calling?
A Vocations Day exploring God’s call to ordained ministry

SATURDAY 22nd SEPTEMBER
10am - 3pm at Trinity College, Carmarthen

For further information please contact:
Canon Aled Griffiths, Diocesan Director of Ordinands,

Llangunnor Vicarage, Carmarthen SA31 2HY
Tel. 01267 236435; email: aledgriffiths@yahoo.com
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THE main reason why I believe
that women should not be

admitted to the order of Bishops in
the Church in Wales concerns the
sacrament of Holy Communion.
During the prayer of consecration
by the priest, the bread and wine
becomes to us the body and blood
of Christ. I might not be able to
explain it in theological terms but I
accept it as a matter of faith. Once
you have that belief, it then becomes
essential that this sacrament’s
validity is protected; it is, after all,
one of the two sacraments essential
for salvation.

Historically this has been
achieved by the development of the
three-fold ministry, traditionally
restricted to the male gender – a
pattern maintained by the vast
majority of Christians for two
millenia. It survived the Great

OVER the next year or so the
Governing Body is being

asked to consider whether or not to
pass a motion permitting the
consecration of women priests to the
Episcopate. A special edition of
Theology Wales was published to
consider the issue and PCCs and
Deanery Conferences across Wales
have been discussing it. In some
ways, it feels like a rerun of the
debate about ordaining women
deacons to the priesthood. In some
ways it is because the theological
arguments are exactly the same.
Priesthood and episcopate belong
together. But in some ways, it is
entirely different. When GB was
debating whether or not to permit
the ordination of women deacons to
the priesthood, everyone knew that,
should the vote be passed there were
about 70 women deacons across the
province who would be ordained

My Lady Bishop . . . ?
At the last meeting of the Governing Body of the Church in Wales in Swansea,
ten years after the ordination of women to the priesthood in Wales, the question
of women Bishops was the focus for a frank exchange of views.
Here, two women, representatives of the opposing sides of the argument,
present their case. Jo Penberthy, championing the argument in favour,
considers some of the practicalities involved, while Pat Davies presents some
of the traditional arguments against women’s ordination.
Let us have your comments

and who had the experience to be
parish priests and incumbents.
Some of these women were already
in sole charge of parishes and
benefices and had been for some
time. If the GB voted to pass the
legislation, the Church in Wales
would ordain women as priests.
This time it is entirely different.
Should the GB pass the legislation
this time round, it doesn’t mean
there would ever be a woman
Bishop in the Church in Wales.

In the Church in Wales, Bishops
are elected by an electoral college
and for a women to be elected to
one of the Welsh Sees, the college
would have to be convinced that she
was the best person for the job and
for that to happen, there would have
to be women with the necessary
experience. It is likely women
would have to have served as Deans
or Archdeacons. There are no

women working in Wales in these
capacities at the moment. For a
Bishop to appoint a women as an
Archdeacon or Dean (and all of
these posts are in the personal gift
of the Diocesan Bishop), he would
have to be convinced that she was
the best person for the job and for
that she would need the necessary
experience. While this may be the
case at the moment as there are
many women who have been in
orders for over 20 years, it will
become increasingly difficult to find
women with the necessary
experience since the average age at
which women come to the
Provincial Selection Board now is
53. If the Church in Wales is ever
to have female priest from amongst
its clergy, elected to a Welsh see,
passing the legislation at GB is the
easy part. – Jo Penberthy.

Schism and the Reformation and
remains the common property of the
churches of the Anglican Com-
munion and the other ancient
churches of Christendom. As such
it continues to be a hopeful sign of
a restored unity between ourselves
and these churches. At the Reform-
ation, Archbishop Thomas Cranmer
sought to maintain the apostolic
ministry of the medieval church,
and our priests are therefore or-
dained not primarily priests in the
Church in Wales but as priests in
the Church of God. Unlike many
other Reformers, the Anglican
reformers made no break with the
pattern of ordained ministry that
they inherited.

Christ could have included
women in his apostolic band. He
obviously had a regard for women
that set him apart from the con-

ventional attitude of others of his
gender. Yet scripture records that
Our Lord chose twelve men to be
his Apostles, giving them the
authority to do his work, to witness
to him, to represent him in teaching,
sacramental and pastoral offices. I
do not believe it is up to us, as a
small province, to change such a
central practice of the Church.
Indeed, where Churches of the
Anglican communion have ordained
women as bishop, this has proved
divisive. Anglican bishops are no
longer all able instantly and auto-
matically to recognise one another
as bishops. Such disunity cannot be
the work of the Spirit and flies in
the face of the Nicene Creed’s
emphasis on “One Holy Catholic
and Apostolic Church”.

– Patricia Davies

HYD at ddyfodiad Cynulliad
Cenedlaethol Cymru yn 1999

roedd Cymru fel gwlad yn brin o’i
sefydliadau swyddogol
cenedlaethol. Efallai taw’r
flwyddyn fawr ar y ffrynt hynny
oedd 1907 pan gafodd dau o’n
sefydliadau blaenaf eu sefydlu –
ein Llyfrgell Genedlaethol yn
Aberystwyth, a’n Hamgueddfa
Genedlaethol yng Nghaerdydd.

Cyfrannodd nifer fawr o bobl at
sefydlu’r Llyfrgell Genedlaethol,
ond efallai taw enw Syr John
Williams (1840-1926) yn fwy na
neb arall a gysylltir gyda’r gamp.
Roedd Syr John o Sir Gaerfyrddin
yn wreiddiol ond fe gafodd yrfa
wych mewn meddygaeth yn
Llundain. Ef oedd llywydd cyntaf y
Llyfrgell, swydd sy’n cael ei llenwi
ar hyn o bryd gyda’r un
brwdfrydedd gan y Dr Brinley
Jones, Porthyrhyd. Roedd Syr John
hefyd yn gasglwr heb ei ail –
llyfrau, llawysgrifau, darluniau –
a’r casgliad hwnnw, a oedd yn
cynnwys rhai o lyfrau a
llawysgrifau hynafol pwysicaf
Cymru, fel Llyfr Du Caerfyrddin a
Llyfr Gwyn Rhydderch, a ddaeth
yn sylfaen i’r Llyfrgell fel y mae
heddiw.

Un datblygiad pwysig yn y
dyddiau cynnar oedd rhoi statws i’r
Llyfrgell Genedlaethol fel llyfrgell
hawlfraint gyda’r hawl i dderbyn
copi o bob llyfr a gyhoeddir yn
Ynysoedd Prydain. Mae’r Llyfrgell
yn dal i fod â’r hawl honno ac felly
mae’n ganolfan bwysig ar gyfer y
wybodaeth a’r ddysg ddiweddaraf.
Dros y can mlynedd ers ei sefydlu
mae casgliadau’r Llyfrgell wedi
tyfu i fod gyda’r mwyaf amrywiol
o blith llyfrgelloedd cenedlaethol y
byd – archifau, ffilm, ffotograffau,
mapiau, llawysgrifau, CDs,
posteri, DVDs a llawer – pob
cyfrwng sy’n rhan o gofnod ein cof

cenedlaethol. Yn eu plith y mae
cofnodion yr Eglwys yng Nghymru
a ddaeth yno yn dilyn penderfyniad
y Corff Llywodraethol yn 1944.
Mae cofnodion esgobaeth Tyddewi
yno hefyd yn dyddio o’r bedwaredd
ganrif ar ddeg tan y dydd heddiw.

Mae’r holl ddeunyddiau
amrywiol hyn yn hanfodol i’r
ysgolheigion a’r myfyrwyr sy’n
defnyddio’r Llyfrgell ar gyfer dysg,
ond mae ar agor hefyd i bawb sydd
angen ei defnyddio. Ymhlith y
defnyddwyr mwyaf brwd ceir y
rhai sy’n gwneud gwaith ymchwil
personol i hanes eu teulu, neu i
hanes eu heglwys a’u cymdogaeth.

Er mwyn i bobl ddysgu mwy
amdani a gweld beth mae’r
Llyfrgell yn ei wneud ceir pwyslais
arbennig yn ystod blwyddyn y
canmlwyddiant ar groesawu
cymaint â phosib o bobl Cymru i
ymweld â hi. Ceir dwy
arddangosfa bwysig yno yn adrodd
hanes y Llyfrgell ac yn arddangos
rhai o’r pethau pwysicaf a mwyaf
diddorol mae’n gyfrifol am eu
cadw.

 Gallai fod o ddiddordeb i
eglwysi wybod fod y Llyfrgell yn
croesawu grwpiau o bob math i
ymweld â’r lle dim ond iddyn nhw
gysylltu gyda’r Llyfrgell ymlaen
llaw. Fel rhan o’r ymweliad trefnir
taith o gwmpas y Llyfrgell ac os
ydych chi am weld neu wybod am
ryw faes arbennig dim ond i chi roi
gwybod ymlaen llaw fe geisir
cwrdd â’ch gofynion chi. Ceir
bwyty yn y Llyfrgell lle mae’n
bosib oedi am sgwrs a phaned yn
ystod eich ymweliad.

Gallwch gysylltu gyda’r
Llyfrgell ar 01970 632800 neu
anfon e-bost holi@llgc.org.uk. Os
oes gennych chi fynediad at y
rhyngrwyd yna cyfeiriad gwe’r
Llyfrgell yw www.llgc.org.uk

This year is the centenary of the foundation
of the National Library of Wales. Here Lyn
Lewis Dafis recalls some of its treasures and
how it seeks to serve the needs of the people
of Wales today.

Cof CenedlCof CenedlCof CenedlCof CenedlCof Cenedl

Legends and folklore
Most people know that yew trees are poisonous, but did
you know that, in early times, yews (mainly male) were
planted on the north side of burial grounds to ward off evil
spirits? Female yews were planted on the south side to
welcome new birth.
Yew boughs were used by archers to defeat the French.
Yews are also linked to healing centres: the leaves contain
anti-cancer properties.
Yews are often spread in graveyards, via berries carried
by birds.

ARE you able to read this article?
Yes, of course you are: but did

you know there are still people in this
technological world of ours who still
cannot read and write their own
language? With its Literacy and
Development Programme, the
Mothers’ Union are working in the
under-developed countries to try and
remedy this situation. We have
trained facillitators who work with
people in their own areas, training
and equipping them in such skills,

in part supported by the St David‘s
Diocese project fund.

During the next few months our
branches throughout the diocese will
be holding coffee mornings/evenings
to raise funds towards establishing
a workshop in our link diocese of
Kigezi in Uganda. This will train
people to read and write as well as
how to use looms and sewing
machines. The goods they produce
will represent an important step on
the route to self-sufficiency.

At home also we remember
families in need. Once more eleven
families will be given the opportu-
nity to enjoy much needed holidays.
These families are recommended to
us by the Social Services, Family
Centres and by clergy. They are then
interviewed by our co-ordinator to
see if they meet our criteria before
the holiday is allocated.

These are the main projects at the
moment, although branch memebrs
are continually working on smaller
projects such as knitting toys for the
children‘s wards in hospitals and
balaclavas, socks and scarves for the
Mission to Seafarers.

Literacy programme
Ann Gill reminds us of the ongoing work

of the Mothers’ Union in the diocese
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ON 25th April, a women’s
version of the Oratory of the

Good Shepherd formally came into
being with the taking of first vows
by The Revd Sisters Ann Paton SGS,
Enid Morgan SGS and Anita
Woodwell SGS.

The new community’s roots lie
firmly in St David’s, as that is where
the three founding members first met
in 2004.

After two years of reflection,
prayer and consultations, they
began their formal novitiate in
2006. Although the Sisters are
autonomous, their venture has been
encouraged and supported by the
Oratory, and one of the Oratory’s
former superiors, the Rt Revd
Dominic Walker OGS, Bishop of
Monmouth, is guiding the new
community during its foundation
period.

Although all three founding
members are in ordained ministry,
membership is open to any Anglican
women who feel  called to serve
others in celibacy and in the spirit
of Jesus, the Good Shepherd.

Conceived in St David’s
– Born in Monmouth

In common with the Oratory of
the Good Shepherd, SGS is a
“dispersed community.” Sisters
may live together if they wish, but
those who live on their own enjoy
equal status within the community.
For the purpose of fellowship, they
are grouped together into
“Colleges,” and they nurture and
maintain the communal life by
meeting and spending time to-
gether regularly, praying for one
another, visiting one another and
maintaining close communications
by means of telephone and e-mail.

The Sisters’ Rule of Life reflects
the traditional vows they make of
Poverty, Celibacy and Obedience.
They live Religious Poverty, not by
divesting themselves of their
material possessions, but by recog-
nising that all such possessions
come from God, and by consecra-
ting them to God’s service through
generous stewardship.

The Sisters live their Celibacy
as that state of being which allows
the fullest expression of their call
to an all-consuming, loving rela-

tionship with their Lord. This is
grounded in and nurtured by a
disciplined life of prayer and a
well-balanced lifestyle. Thus, each
member is expected to be regular
in recreation, to spend at least an
hour in prayer each day, and to be
present at the Eucharist on both
Sundays and weekdays when
possible.

They live Religious Obedience
by seeking to discern, in consul-
tation with the community, what
will be to the greater glory of God.
Although each Sister exercises
considerable responsibility con-
cerning the ordering of her own life,
there are certain situations in which

she is required to seek the advice
and the consent of the community.

The ethos of the Sisters of the
Good Shepherd is expressed in
The Seven Notes, a document
originally drawn up by the founders
of OGS.  The headings of these
notes give some idea of the
“character” of the community. They
are: Fellowship, Liberty, Steward-
ship, Labour of the Mind, The Love
that Makes for Peace, Discipline,
and Joy.

The Sisters have launched a
website, where further information
may be found, at
www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.org

A NEW group has been formed
 in the diocese, which is a

‘Spiritual Accompaniment Service’.
For the last two years a training
course in Spiritual Direction skills
has been running at Lampeter
University, and out of that has
sprung the St David’s College of
Spiritual Direction. This is a group
of lay and ordained people called by
God and commissioned by the
Bishop to exercise the ministry of
Spiritual Direction within the
diocese. Many of them have been
carrying out spiritual direction for
years, but the College now gives
official recognition for the ministry
by the diocese. This ‘Spiritual
Accompaniment Service’ exists to
support parishes and congregations
in St David’s Diocese in the nurture
of their spiritual life, in the recog-
nition that this is at the heart of
parish and Diocesan life and
essential to the mission of the
Church.

The formative meeting of the
group was held in April under
the guidance of the Revd Canon
Brendan O’Malley, the Chaplain to
Lampeter University. At the meeting,
Bishop Carl Cooper said he hoped
to officially inaugurate the College
at the Diocesan Conference in
October.

Spiritual direction has a long
history in the Christian tradition. In
order to develop or deepen our

Diocesan ‘SAS’
Group forms

by Don MacGregor

THE Royal School of Church
Music is searching for suitable

candidates for two key posts, one
based in West Wales and the other
at its UK headquarters in Salisbury.

The HQ vacancy is for the
international charity’s Director
General to succeed John Harper,
Professor of Music at the University
of Wales, Bangor, who  has stepped
down after ten years in the post. His
recent compositions include the
bilingual setting of the Eucharist,
Cymun y Cymry. John remains
Chairman of the Plainsong and
Medieval Music Society, a founder
Director of the Centre for Advanced
Welsh Music Studies, and a
consultant member of the Church of
England’s Liturgical Commission.

More Locally, the West Wales
Area Committee of the RSCM is
desperately seeking an Honorary
Secretary. Duties include minute-
taking and the organisation of
events throughout St Davids
Diocese. As with most Church jobs,
the pay is non-existent, but the
fringe benefits are out of this world.

Musicians
Wanted
by Jonathan Copus

Ie, “y mae`r gwynt yn chwythu
 ble y myn” Ac mae hynny’n

cynnwys offeiriaid sy’n dathlu eu
deg ar bedwarugain oed! Pan
ddringodd y Canon Dewi Thomas
i bulpud eglwys St Mihangel,
Rhydaman ar Sul y Pentecost
eleni, ba well testun allai fod ar
ddydd ei benblwydd? Roedd y
gwasanaeth dan ofal y curad, y
Barch’g Suzy Bale, gyda’r
Darllenydd Trwyddedig, Mr Ron

Pregethu yn 90 oedPregethu yn 90 oedPregethu yn 90 oedPregethu yn 90 oedPregethu yn 90 oed
Canon Dewi Thomas of Ammanford celebrated his 90th

birthday with a sermon on Pentecost Sunday

Isaac, yn cynorthwyo. Mae’r
Canon Thomas yn uchel ei barch
nid yn unig yn yr Esgobaeth hon
ond trwy Gymru benbaladr, ac
ymunwn â chynulleidfa St
Mihangel a phlwyf Rhydaman i’w
longyfarch yn wresog. Derbyniodd
rodd o docyn llyfr gan y
gynulleidfa, a dymunwyd yn dda
hefyd i’w wraig Anna fydd yn
dathlu ei phenblwydd hithau’n 90
oed yn yr hydref.

awareness of spiritual life, it is often
helpful to have someone to accom-
pany us on the journey towards
wholeness in God, and we may call
this person a ‘soul friend’ or by
the traditional title of ‘Spiritual
Director’. (Some people use the
terms Spiritual Accompaniment, or
Journeying.)

People may see their Spiritual
Director as frequently as once a
month, or as infrequently as once a
year. They will spend an hour or so
with them, reflecting on their life and
its ups, downs, problems and joys,
and where God’s presence is felt in
it. There will be a particular interest
in the life of prayer.

The director is not a counsellor,
although some counselling skills are
used. He or she is essentially a
listener – listening to the seeker and
listening to God, and sharing
spiritual discernment to help the
seeker grow in understanding of
themselves and their relationship
with God and others.

RHYDWILYM, along with Llan-
faches and Ilston, is one of those

place-names Welsh nonconformity
holds most dear. It was here in 1668
that the second oldest Baptist cause
in Wales was established, and
moves are currently afoot to remind
visitors of its past. A restoration
project  has been embarked upon
with a view to establishing a
museum and education centre there.

In an attempt to safeguard
religious conformity, the Five Mile
Act (1665) had prohibited un-
licenced preaching within five miles
of the parish church. For clergy
expelled from their livings, this
presented a serious problem. Such
a man was William Jones, the
former Vicar of Cilmaenllwyd. He
was arrested for preaching without
permission and sent to Carmarthen
jail. There he fell under the influence
of Jenkin Jones, a prominent Baptist,
and, upon release, proceeded to
preach the Baptist cause in west
Wales. Set deep in the valley on the
banks of the eastern Cleddau,
Rhydwilym‘s location served it well
at a time of persecution and hard-
ship. The first chapel on the site was
built in 1701 and served a congrega-
tion drawn from the three counties
of west Wales.

Today’s membership at Rhyd-
wilym is mindful of the heritage they
share, and of the special place the
cause there has in the hearts of
Welsh nonconformity. Further infor-
mation about the Rhydwilym Project
may be had from the coordinator,
Elsa Davies, on 01267-211344.

Rhydwilym
Project
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THE old churchyard at
Llanfihangel Genau’r Glyn,

described by Samuel Rush Meyrick
in 1808 as the graveyard that “runs
up the hill among the trees and
presents an appearance not unlike
the olive yards of Mentone”, has
recently undergone considerable
restoration. After several decades of
neglect, old footpaths have been
repaired, grave retaining walls
rebuilt, trees managed and tomb-
stone inscriptions recorded, all under
the auspices of Treftadaeth Llandre
Heritage.

This churchyard is a valuable
record of the socio-economic history
of the people who lived in the parish
over a hundred and fifty years, a
parish that until the end of the
nineteenth century stretched from the
village of Bow Street in the south to
Glandyfi in the north.

Tombstone inscriptions are a
pointer to our mortality and a
constant reminder that we should
make the most of our time here on
earth; each inscription also has a
story to tell and links the reader and
the past. The epitaphs, which are not
just of literary interest, tell of how
people coped with the constant
presence of death, how they viewed
life and what they believed lay
beyond their career in this transitory
world. The tombstone also reflects

Llanfihangel Genau’r GlynLlanfihangel Genau’r GlynLlanfihangel Genau’r GlynLlanfihangel Genau’r GlynLlanfihangel Genau’r Glyn
by Randall Evans Enoch

the artistic talent of the stonemason
as he decorated the stone with the
symbols of this life and the next. The
presence of the two thousand years-
old yew tree to the north of the church
points to a pre-Christian presence on
the site.

The new churchyard, now a
hundred years old, has an interesting
feature in the mausoleum dedicated
to the Harden Jones family. This too
is being restored.

A CD-Rom comprising the
complete records of both church-
yards has been published and may
be purchased from Randall Evans
Enoch, 61 Duke Street, Formby
L37 4AP (£5 plus p & p). The
records may also be found at
www.llandre.org.uk

AS part of the celebrations to
mark the 150th anniversary of

the church, parishioners at St Mary’s,
Fishguard, gathered recently to
reopen a particularly interesting
baptistry in the church. All of us are
familiar with a font located, usually,
near the main entrance to a church.
The symbolism of the sacrament of
initiation into the Christian life
taking place close to a physical
entrance is powerful. Equally
powerful is the symbolism of total
immersion, a practice associated
usually with the Baptist
denomination. Yet Anglican churches
allow for this practice too, and St
Mary’s is one of those churches that
contains a baptistry set in the floor
for this purpose. When parishioners
gathered to open it for the first time
in 24 years, it provided an ideal
opportunity for a Family Service
and the renewal of baptismal vows
of all present. For two people,
especially, the service was partic-
ularly memorable. Brenda Llewelin
and Beryl Lloyd were both baptised
by total immersion in the baptistry
in 1936.

There was a surprise in store for
all when the cover was finally raised
– basking at the bottom of the
baptistry was a crocodile – stuffed
of course! The vicar claimed his
sense of humour got the better of
him.

St Mary’s Fishguard celebrates 150 years
by Valerie Wakeman

IF you know a group of volunteers
who devote their time to helping

others in the community and
improve the quality of life and
opportunity for others, nominate
them for The Queen’s Award for
Voluntary Service now!

The Queen’s Award is a UK
National Honour (equivalent to an
MBE) launched to celebrate the

Queen’s Golden Jubilee in 2002 and
will be awarded to outstanding
voluntary organisations nominated
by their local community.

The nomination period for the
Queen’s Award for Voluntary
Service has begun and we urge you
to nominate your chosen voluntary
organisation for this year’s Awards
round. The deadline for nomination

is 30th September 2007 and it is
easy to nominate.

For details on the Awards and
to download a nomination form visit
www.queensawardvoluntary.gov.uk,
or call the Award hotline on 0845
0002002 for further information.
queensaward@volunteeringengland.org

‘Wasted’, an animated film made
in conjunction with young people,
was launched at Plant Dewi’s
Alcohol Conference in April. The
purpose of the film is to make young
people more aware of the effects
alcohol can have on their bodies.
Plant Dewi Project Worker, Dolan
Davies, said: “There are many
health implications associated with
alcohol misuse; by raising young
people’s awareness they can make
informed decisions.” A booklet
made to accompany the film pro-
vides information about alcohol,
units, educational activities to
undertake with young people, and
where to get help. If you would like
a copy of the DVD then please
contact Miss Dolan Davies, Project
Worker at Plant Dewi, Dark Gate

Wasted: the DVD
Animation Warns of Dangers of Alcohol

Buildings, 3 Red Street, Carmar-
then on 01267 221551.

Speaking at the conference, The
Rt Rev Carl Cooper said: “We have

to challenge the cultural habit which
says that the only way to have a
good night out is to get drunk; that
the only way to prepare for a good
night out in pubs and clubs and at
sporting events is to drink ourselves
into a state where we are no longer
responsible for our own actions.”

Funding from Barclays was
fundamental to the development of
the film. Phil Lewis, Barclays
Branch Manager, Haverfordwest,
commented: “At Barclays we
strengthen the local communities in
which we live and work by support-
ing a broad range of causes at a very
local level. We are delighted to have
supported Plant Dewi in the pro-
duction of the Wasted DVD and
hope it will make a big impact to
the lives of young people in Wales.”

THE Revd Sarah Geach, formerly
a vicar in the Diocese of Here-

ford, was licensed as priest in charge
to this parish on Tuesday 8 May
2007. The service was conducted by
The Right Revd Carl Cooper, Bishop
of St Davids, The Venerable John
Holdsworth, Archdeacon of St
Davids and Revd Michael Butler,
Area Dean of Narbeth Deanery.

Bishop Carl warmly welcomed
Sarah and her husband, Alan, to their
new home and parish and wished
them every blessing. During his
sermon he made reference to ‘Welsh

Begelly gets new Priest
spirituality’ as expounded by St
David himself.

“Most Welsh people are able to
rehearse the important final words
of our Patron Saint: ‘Be joyful, keep
the faith and do the little things
which you have heard and seen me
do’. I encourage you all to do
likewise as you welcome a new
priest among you. She comes with a
wealth of experience, a variety of
gifts and a warm and approchable
personality. My prayer for you all is
that you will be joyful and fruitful in
this shared ministry.”
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THIS year the parish church in
Aberporth has its 150th birthday,

with celebration events organised
throughout the year. The church is
dedicated to St Cynwyl who was at
work during the 6th century. He was
the brother of St Deiniol (who
founded Bangor Cathedral) and the
son of Dunawd. Deiniol and Cynwyl
together founded Wales’ largest
monastery at the time at Bangor-is-
y-Coed near Wrexham, of which no
trace exists today.

The date of the first church to
be built at the present site at
Aberporth is not known, but there

St Cynwel’s, Aberporth
celebrates 150 years

by Helen Snelgrove

CLIMATE CHANGE is simply
a part of the Global Change to

which this planet has been subjected,
due to natural processes, since its
formation. Man’s origins in Africa
date back about 4 million years for
our genus and 200,000 years for our
species, while modern man first
entered Europe some 60,000 years
ago. Homo sapiens, however, has
only existed in a form organised
enough to influence drastically the
global environment for a much
shorter period. DNA studies clearly
show that modern man is descended
from a ‘first Man’ (Adam) and a
‘first Woman’ (Eve). However, the
exact, or even the approximate date,
when God breathed our unique soul
into us is more difficult to determine.

In common with many others, Dr
Sykes (Pobl Dewi, July 2006)
confounded the quite alarming
reality of impending climatic
warming with its causality. He and
they simply ignore the painstakingly
accumulated facts that demonstrate,
in the starkest terms, that our planet
has been wrought through violent
geological processes and major and
fundamental climatic change.

Most, if not all, these changes are
cyclical and began thousands of
millions of years ago and some of
the cycles are on a very large scale.
Many had much more catastrophic
and far-reaching consequences than
anything contemplated by even the
most extreme current jeremiads and
happened long before the advent of
modern man and his planetary
pollutants!

For example, approximately
every 26 million years, global
extinction events occur in which
significant proportions of the earth’s
biota, marine and/or terrestrial,
become extinct. This has been
equated with our periodic passing
through a spiral arm of our galaxy.
Other cycles are of a much smaller

believe that they can redress the
situation by recycling waste, using
low energy bulbs or small cars. They
can certainly do a great deal of good
in reducing the waste of resources
and helping to eliminate pollution
and as such they are to be en-
couraged, but they cannot and will
not ameliorate planetary warming.
Moreover, those who choose to fly
abroad for their holidays should not
be castigated. I doubt very much that,
even if it were possible to halt the
awful atmospheric pollution occas-
ioned by the industrialisation of
China, it would make any appre-
ciable difference. Our political
masters, it is suggested, have
brought about the greatest confi-
dence trick of all time. They believe
that we will pay up the monstrous
taxes they intend to impose on us
without protest, because we will all
have swallowed the myth that it is
for the sake of the planet!

God made the Universe, the Solar
System and planet Earth. Dr Sykes
warns that we will be judged
individually for our love and
stewardship of the planet, but beware
lest in so doing we mock our Creator
and his duly ordained processes. “Our
help is in the name of the Lord, who
made heaven and earth.”

Climate Change: Climate Change: Climate Change: Climate Change: Climate Change: God’God’God’God’God’s design,s design,s design,s design,s design,
man’man’man’man’man’s folly or s folly or s folly or s folly or s folly or confidence trick?confidence trick?confidence trick?confidence trick?confidence trick?

Pilgrims at Cynwyl Caio

scale, such as the “Little Ice Age” of
the 18th and 19th centuries, so well
known for its fairs with attendant
bonfires on the frozen Thames. Less
well known is the pronounced
warming interval of the Middle Ages.
Who is to say that the present
phenomenon is not another of these
events of lesser magnitude that will
be reversed in historically short order?

There are probably now no
genuine scientists prepared to dispute
the reality of global warming. There
are some, however, for whom the
cause is entirely anthropogenic, while
those, whose opinion is knowledge-
based, are certain that the
fundamental cause is ‘natural’ (a
combination of terrestrial in the form
of volcanic eruption and extra-
terrestrial such as the procession of
the ecliptic). I believe this to be true,
but do not deny that perhaps 2-5% of
the cause may be anthropogenic,
although very rapid global change has
been recorded during the past,
especially in the Ice Ages, showing
that an anthropogenic element is not
necessary.

Those who see man’s activities
as largely, or wholly, to blame for our
present predicament (and I do not
make light of its potentially dramatic
consequences) seem genuinely to

Emeritus Professor Robin Whatley is retired from the Department of Geology at the University of
Wales, Aberystwyth. He is a well-known palaeontologist and published author. Here he challenges
much of what is said to be the root cause of global warming and refers to some of the issues
raised by Dr Gerry Sykes in his article ‘Climate Change: the warning signs’ published in Pobl
Dewi in July 2006.

Dr Sykes reminded us of our responsibilities concerning the planet, both individually and
collectively, and the contribution many scientists believe that man is making to climate change.
He urged us, as Christians, to consider ways in which we could reduce our greenhouse gas
emissions, which may involve some sacrifice on our part.

The poorest countries of the world will be hardest hit by global warming and Dr Sykes
encouraged us to support charities which are helping places like Bangladesh prepare for change.
Finally, we were reminded that we need to be seen to be addressing the planet’s problems, as
we will be judged on our response, not just by God but by society as a whole.

is a clue in the presence of a pre-
Norman font near the existing
Church porch. The first entry in an
extant record of Incumbents is for
the year 1501. It is known that by
1853 services were being held in the
adjoining schoolroom, and it had
been decided that the Church was
beyond repair and that it should be
rebuilt on the old foundations, at an
estimated cost of £750.

The new Church was built, and
was dedicated by the Lord Bishop
of St. Davids on 2nd July 1857, and
150 years later, the present Bishop
of St Davids presided over a re-
dedication mass on Sunday 1st July.

The birthday celebrations
commenced on April 15th when a
Gymanfa Ganu took place, con-
ducted by Margaret Daniel. It was
a wonderful evening of song and
music that truly shook the founda-
tions! On April 28th members of the
Parish of Aberporth followed its
Patron Saint to his probable final
resting place. Beginning in Aber-
porth with a traditional Pilgrims’
Eucharist, where clam shells were
blessed, the pilgrims ventured to
Cynwyl Elfed, then on to Talley
Abbey (under whose care our parish
flourished until the dissolution),
then to Caio the probable location

of the Shrine, and finally to
Llanddewi-brefi where it is likely
that St Cynwyl received Dewi
Sant’s blessing to minister under his
jurisdiction.

The celebrations continue on
July 1st when the theme of the
service will be looking forward and
rededicating the building to another

150 years of service in the com-
munity. On a lighter note, on July
14th a fete will be held at Penrallt,
when it is hoped that young and old
will join together in an afternoon of
fun and entertainment.

To round off the summer activi-
ties, a Flower Festival takes place
from Friday 3rd to Sunday 5th

FOLLOWING the success of the
Party at the Cathedral last

September, the Children’s Team
have decided to take the show on the
road, to give youngsters around the
Diocese a chance to enjoy the fun and
games in a local venue.

The first of the Kidz 4 God
Roadshows will be held at Llandysul
Village Hall on Saturday 22nd
September 2007, beginning at 11
am and closing with a short act of
worship at 2.30 pm. There will be
lots of activities, in both English and
Welsh, including music, face
painting, puppets, badge making,
kid’s cocktail bar, crafts and games.
Activities will be aimed at the under

12 age group, but we can promise a
brilliant day out for anyone “young
at heart”. How about making it your
children’s group summer outing
this year?

There is a car park at the Hall
and a large playing field for outside
activities. All families/groups are
asked to bring a picnic lunch and
come prepared for anything (with
suitable clothing for the weather on
the day).

It would be helpful to know how
many are planning to attend, so
please contact Lyn Pelham Burn at
pelhamburn@supanet.com or
phone 01269  844313  for further
details and a booking form.

Kidz 4 God Roadshow

Plate decoration is an activity for the under 12’s

August, to which all our friends in
the Diocese are warmly invited. The
festival will be followed by a
Solemn Festival Evensong on
Sunday 5th at 6 pm when the guest
preacher will be Rt Revd. J. D.
Davies, formerly the suffragan
Bishop of Shrewsbury, in the
Diocese of Lichfield.

Sarn Cynfelin, near Aberystwyth, which was formed when
glaciers of the last Ice Age retreated northwards
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AR yr ail Sul ym mis Mai bob
blwyddyn bydd Cyngor

Cymuned Llanddarog yn cynnal ei
wasanaeth blynyddol. Eleni, gyda
diwedd tymor swydd Mr John
Howells fel Cadeirydd y Cyngor,
cynhaliwyd y gwasanaeth yn
eglwys St Twrog, Llanddarog.
Braf oedd cael cwmni plant Ysgol
Llanddarog a mwynhau eu
cyfraniad wrth iddynt baratoi ar
gyfer cystadlu y Eisteddfod
Genedlaethol yr Urdd. Felly hefyd
aelodau Adran newydd yr Urdd
sy’n cwrdd yn y Neuadd Fach ym
Morthyrhyd bob nos Fawrth. Ar
ben hyn, cafwyd cyfraniad gan
blant Ysgol Mynyddcerrig, y tro
diwethaf iddynt gymryd rhan
mewn gwasanaeth o’r math gan
fod yr ysgol i gau yn
ddiweddarach eleni. Dymunwn yn
dda i’r staff a’r disgyblion yn eu
hysgolion newydd a diochwn am
gyfraniad yr ysgol i fywyd yr ardal
dros y blynyddoedd.

Gyda’r Sul arbennig hwn yn
dynodi dechrau Wythnos Cymorth
Cristnogol, braint oedd cael y
Parch’g Tom Davies fel pregethwr
gwâdd y prynhawn. Trefnydd
swyddfa Cymorth Cristnogol yng
Nghaerfyrddin yw Mr Davies a
naturiol felly oedd i ni ddilyn y
drefn gwasanaeth a baratowyd ar
gyfer yr Wythnos arbennig hon. Ei

Hywel Davies gives an account of how Christian Aid Week
was marked at the annual service of the Llanddarog
Community Council

Llanddarog ac
El Salvador

MARCH 25th this year marked the 200th anniversary of the
abolition of the transatlantic slave trade in Britain. This

momentous historical victory was largely due to the pioneering work
of William Wilberforce.

Compassion for the CaptivesCompassion for the CaptivesCompassion for the CaptivesCompassion for the CaptivesCompassion for the Captives

Wilberforce was a wealthy
aristocrat, politician and philan-
thropist who lived during the turn of
the 19th century. He was also a man
who experienced the infinitely
compelling and eternally forgiving
love of Jesus Christ. As a conse-
quence, Wilberforce, with a powerful
conviction of Divine compassion,
directed his resources, skills and
sphere of influence to the abolition
of the “evil and cruel slave trade that
we are all guilty of supporting.”

We celebrated in March because
he succeeded!

However, in Wilberforce’s day
there were approximately 4 million
slaves. Today, there are an estimated
12 million people entrapped in
contemporary forms of slavery. A
significant proportion of these
modern slaves are desperately poor
children from developing countries
who have been tricked, abducted
and transported against their will to
be abused as child labourers,
soldiers or prostitutes. Poverty
expressed as slavery is a multi-
billion dollar industry; it’s called
“trafficking” and it’s growing.

We should not only find this
information unacceptable as we
remember Wilberforce’s “victory”
but, an unbearable reminder that we
have failed to uphold a precious
legacy.

Just like Wilberforce we also
have resources, skills and a unique
sphere of influence that really can
help release these children from
being trafficked into this particularly
degrading entrapment of poverty.
However, unlike Wilberforce, most
of us are not wealthy aristocrats nor
great politicians and we don’t need
to be. We can easily change the
destiny for one child and prevent a
real person (that could easily be you
or me) from being trafficked or
becoming a trafficker.

Sponsor a child for 60p a day
through the long-term development
organisation “Compassion”. And,
Compassion, through its partnership
with “STOP THE TRAFFIK” will
seek out a child for you to sponsor
who is either currently entrapped in
slavery or is particularly vulnerable
to being trafficked in the future.

For more information please
contact Simon and Sharon Shutler
(Compassion’s Area Coordinators
for Wales) on 01558 668898.

Compassion UK,
43 High Street,
Weybridge, Surrey KT13 8BB.
Tel: 01932 836490
www.compassionuk.org

thema oedd gwaith Cymorth
Cristnogol yn El Salvador, a gyda
llyfrynau dwyieithog at ein
defnydd yn rhad ac am ddim, yn
llawn syniadau ffres a dychmygus,
cafwyd blas ar gyflwr ac
anghenion y wlad honno.

Cyd-ddigwyddiad diddorol yw
bod y Pab Bened, fu mor
wrthwynebus i’r mudiad
diwinyddiaeth rhyddhâd yn
America Ladin, wedi dewis
ymweld â Brasil ar ei daith
dramor gyntaf eleni. Fe all
ymddangos weithiau fod y mudiad
hwnnw wedi chwythu ei blwc yn
wyneb gwrthwynebiad
penderfynnol y Babaeth. Ond
roedd y gwasanaeth yn
Llanddarog yn fodd i’n hatgoffa o
alwedigaeth yr Eglwys i gydsefyll
gyda’r tlawd a’r dirmygedig ym
mhob oes. Wrth glywed eto am yr
Archesgob Oscar Romero, a
gafodd ei lofruddio gan fyddin El
Salvador yn 1980 tra’n
gweinyddu’r Offeren, cawsom ein
hargyhoeddi o genhadaeth yr
Eglwys wrth herio cyfundrefnau
llwgr a chreulon – boed yn El
Salvador neu Darfur heddiw.

Diolch i Gymorth Cristnogol
am ei waith – ac am y cyfle i
gysylltu gwasanaeth cymunedol
pentref bach gwledig â rhai o
themau mawr y byd cyfoes.

FIVE local facilities are par-
ticularly important to rural

people: the village hall, pub, primary
school, shop and church, according
to a recent study into the
‘Contribution of Social Capital to
Community Vibrancy’. The research,
which focused on contributions
made by the church in five locations
across England, was supported by
Defra and undertaken by Coventry
University, the Arthur Rank Centre
and the Church of England.

Most of the conclusions of the
group will not surprise us, such as:
regular churchgoers make a signifi-
cant contribution to community
vibrancy but this often leads to the
same people doing the same things
year in, year out; for many people the
church contributes to a sense of
belonging and well being; people of
faith are involved in the rural
community for a variety of reasons.

Many churchgoers, reflecting

Faith in Rural CommunitiesFaith in Rural CommunitiesFaith in Rural CommunitiesFaith in Rural CommunitiesFaith in Rural Communities
rural communities and congrega-
tions in general, are at the older end
of the age profile and people of this
generation often demonstrate a
growing apprehension of youngsters.
Furthermore, some churchgoers
show a lack of willingness to ack-
nowledge issues of exclusion in their
rural communities.

Younger people, on the other
hand, often have difficulty in access-
ing affordable housing so not only
do they commute for work and
shopping but they also commute to
church in nearby towns and cities.

The challenge, therefore, is for
policy makers, activists in the
voluntary and community sectors
and churches to work together to
respond to rural issues and to
recognise and better understand the
contribution faith makes to com-
munity vibrancy. Careful considera-
tion needs to be given to issues such
as quality of life, care in the

community, affordable housing, the
role village schools play in village
life, the need for community meeting
spaces and the desire for community
empowerment.

The report acknowledges that
non-churchgoers also make valuable
contributions to rural life and clearly
states that not everything can be
quantified or measured. Recommen-
dations are that those involved in
decision-making at every level need
to recognise that mutual care,
support and informal, everyday
neighbourly activities are enor-
mously important.

Furthermore, churchgoers should
be encouraged to widen their already
considerable contribution to work
with the young, the old and the
excluded and to become more in-
volved at national, local and parish
levels.

The full report is available on the
Defra website www.defra.gov.uk or,
in printed form, from ACORA
Publishing, tel: 024 7685 3060 or at
arcadmin@rase.org.uk

Simon & Sharon with their sponsored child “Rajeswari” in India,
November 2005. Rajeswari was abandoned by her parents at
the age of six but through Compassion’s sponsorship programme,
she is now planning to become a teacher

GWEINI, which is Welsh for ‘to
serve’ was established in

October 1999. Gweini is the Council
of the Christian Voluntary Sector in
Wales. It has the endorsement of
Cytun, Care, Evangelical Alliance for
Wales and Tearfund, among others.
A complete list of affiliated bodies can
be viewed at www.gweini.org.uk.

Our strap line is ‘Gweini . . .
Serving the Christian Voluntary
Sector’ and this is done by con-
centrating our resources on three
areas of Representing to all levels of
government, Networking locally and
nationally and Informing about
funding and best practice.

By 2005 the organisation had
grown steadily, with both Swansea
and Cardiff having active local
‘Gweinis’ in place. The next step was
to increase the momentum and estab-
lish fully effective local Gweinis
across each of Wales`22 Local
Authorities. An ambitious plan was
embarked upon to complete this
aspect of the work within three years.
Everyone at Gweini is delighted with
the progress made and, at the half
way stage, eleven of the Local
Authorities were covered while all
but two had held an initial meeting.

Membership and friends have
grown to over 600 and all sectors of
the Church are represented. This is

mainly because membership is
based on our Values Statement. The
new web site has also received
recognition by the National Library
of Wales in Aberystwyth as being of
importance to our national heritage,
and has been archived by them.

There are two excellent resources
that would benefit every church in
Wales. The book The Naked Church:
Helping churches go beyond the
meeting into the community provides
an invaluable introduction to com-
munity development principles and
includes a number of inspirational
stories of ‘Christian welfare in
action’ from across the nation. Also
the e-book (CD) Taking Our Place:
Church in the Community. An
important ‘how to’ manual for
engagement, it is a ‘must read’ for
anyone wanting to advance
Christian welfare provision in their
community!

Please consider joining this
vibrant and growing group of Chris-
tians and help us to shape the future
of our nation. The next meeting in
Pembrokeshire will be held on 17th
September at 7.30pm in Bethesda
Baptist Church in Haverfordwest.

Further details can be obtained
from Canon Jeremy Martineau on
01348 874886.

Gweini – more than just a verb!
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NEWCASTLE EMLYN, with its
population of less than 900, is

to be the first Hidden Britain Centre
in mid-Wales.

This pleasant market town, on
the banks of the River Teifi, nestles
in the hills which divide Car-
marthen from Ceredigion and takes
its name from the ruined stone
castle dating from 1240, and the
first of its kind built in Wales by a
Welshman.

Beauty spot
Newcastle Emlyn is linked to Adpar,
the site of the first printing press in
Wales, by a bridge over the Teifi,
which, in turn, is a well-known
salmon and sewin (migratory trout)
fishing river. The beauty spot of
Cenarth Falls is about three miles
away and the town is some eight
miles from the sea.

Hidden Britain

You’ve heard of ‘Little Britain’: Jeremy Martineau draws attention to the Hidden Britain project,
which seeks to draw attention to those areas not so well known to tourists – including, of
course, the local churches.  Here, the focus is on Newcastle Emlyn

One is free to wander in the
castle grounds, take a pleasant walk
beside the river, which almost
encircles the castle, or enjoy a picnic
on the riverbank.

Holy Trinity Church, the Roman
Catholic and Mormon Churches and
the Baptist, Methodist and Inde-
pendent Chapels, have now been
joined by several spiritualist meeting
places.

Attic Theatre
The market hall houses a few small
shops, the history society and the
Attic Theatre, while a dance school
occupies the nearby Emlyn Hall. The
mart for cattle and sheep is held on
Thursdays and soon another one will
start on alternate Tuesdays.

Newcastle Emlyn has its own
Town Council and a Chamber of
Trade, and is well served with

supermarkets, specialist shops, a
post office, four banks, doctors,
dentists and a vet.

Cafes, takeaways, two restaur-
ants, a hotel and many public houses
cater for those who wish to enjoy a
meal during their visit.

Public toilets, one with disabled
facilities, are situated in the Mart
car park and market hall.

If arriving by car, there are pay
and display car parks with disabled
parking; limited disabled parking is
available in the main street. The
town is served by regular buses from
Cardigan, Carmarthen and some of
the outlying villages.

If you think your community
could benefit from being part of the
growing list of Hidden Britain
Centres, contact Jeremy Martineau
in Goodwick on 01348 874886.

THIS year’s culture-fest at Hay-
On-Wye threatened to be a

washout but, despite the poor
weather, visitor numbers held up
well.

In the past, many of the festival’s
venues in the tiny Powys town were
hot, crowded, and inconvenient but
the organisation was quaintly
‘British’ and that was much of its
attraction. Having moved to its
dedicated, out-of town site, quite a
bit of the unique atmosphere and
character has been lost but the
festival still attracts big names.
This year, to celebrate Hay’s 20th
anniversary, the organisers had
excelled themselves and the
programme included four Nobel
Laureates, Gordon Brown, David
Attenborough, Vivienne Westwood,
Richard Dawkins and Bryn Terfel.

To read through the entire pro-
gramme of events is a Herculean
task, so, having decided to go on
29th May, I selected a River Walk,
along the Wye and Usk, and then,
in the evening, Richard Williams’
interview with Lord Sebastian Coe,
the Chairman of the London
Organising Committee of the
Olympic Games.

Our guides for the walk were

Hay Twenty
by Tessa Briggs

LLONGYFARCHIADAU i Lisa
Daniels, disgybl ym mlwyddyn

6 Ysgol Penboyr ar ennill
cystadlaeth llunio cerdd a
gyhoeddwyd yn y gyfrol ‘A Gift
for St. David’s Day’. Lansiwyd y
llyfr yn Amgueddfa Wlân Cymru,
Drefach Felindre, ar Ionawr, 23ain.
Cyflwynwyd llun gwreiddiol gan
Suzanne Carpenter i Lisa a llyfrau
gan Wasg Pont i’r ysgol.

Dyma lun o Lisa ar y blaen
gyda disgyblion dosbarth 4 yn
perfformio ei cherdd. Hefyd, bu
rhai o’r disgyblion yn cyflwyno
Dawns Werin Ysgol Penboyr.

Gwahoddwyd yr ysgol gan
Lyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru i
ymuno yn nathliadau
canmlwyddiant y Llyfrgell a
Diwrnod y Llyfr  2007. Aeth
blynyddoedd 3-6 ar ymweliad â’r
Llyfrgell yn Aberystwyth ar Fawrth
2il.

Gwelodd y disgyblion lyfr ‘A
Gift for St David’s Day’ yn cael ei

Ysgol Penboyr yn dathlu

dderbyn i’r Llyfrgell a chawsant
fynd ar daith o gwmpas y Llyfrgell.
Yn y prynhawn, bu’r plant yn
cymryd rhan mewn gweithdy
gyda’r awdur Tomos Morgan.
Roedd yn fraint i’r ysgol i gael
cymryd rhan yn nathladau’r
Llyfrgell a chawsom ddiwrnod
bythgofiadwy.

Gwahoddwyd Poppy Wilson,
disgybl ym mlwyddyn 4, i gymryd
rhan mewn derbyniad yn y
Cynulliad yng Nghaerdydd ar nos
Iau, Mawrth 15fed, gan mai hi
oedd y canfed plentyn i gerdded
trwy ddrysau’r Llyfrgell yn
Aberstwyth yn ystod ei chanfed
blwyddyn.

Rhoddodd swyddogion y
Llyfrgell allwedd i’r Cynulliad fel
rhan o ddathliad y canmlwyddiant.
Derbyniodd Poppy gopi ohoni i
gofio’r achlysur. Roedd yn brofiad
gwych i Poppy a’r teulu i fod yn
rhan o achlysur mor arbennig.

Stephen Marsh-Smith and Simon
Evans of the Wye and Usk Foun-
dation (WUF).  The foundation’s role
is to address problems such as
habitat degradation, water quality,
access and over-exploitation and we
were taken to several different
stretches of both the rivers, as well
as some of their tributaries, to see
examples of the WUF’s work.
Marsh-Smith and Evans were
justifiably proud of their efforts, and
their interest in, and enjoyment of,
their work was clear to see.

Back on the festival site, an
enthusiastic audience paid careful

attention to the conversation between
Lord Coe and Richard Williams.
What soon became obvious is that,
despite the often negative press
reports about the 2012 Olympics,
Coe has no doubt that the games are
a good thing and will benefit
London, and the UK, in many
different ways.

His overriding concern is that the
games should leave a positive and
long-lasting legacy throughout
Britain. He is anxious that young
people should re-engage with sport
but he is not, he said, naïve enough
to think that simply bringing the
games to London will ensure this,
so he and his committee are ex-
ploring ways to encourage the
younger generation to participate.
Furthermore, both sporting and
accommodation facilities are being
built with their post-2012 use in
mind.  Coe, personally, sees his role
in staging the London Olympics as
his destiny – a way of repaying some
of the pleasure he has derived from
sport. He is a very convincing
spokesman for the games.

The Wye and Usk Foundation
organises winter river walks to
watch thesalmon arriving to spawn
– usually during the last weekend in
November.

If you are interested in going,
visit their website later in the year:
http://www.wyeuskfoundation.org/
Booking is essential.

CATALYST is going to be a
major Diocesan event at the

Carmarthen showground next year
and plans are now beginning to take
shape. In the past, diocesan gather-
ings have focussed on a major act of
worship and its guest preacher.
Although there will be a great act of
worship, Catalyst will be different.
The aim is to pack the day with all
kinds of attractions and activities that
will inform, inspire, energise and
resource, as well as provide a shop-
window for the diocese and all that
it does.

The speakers and participants
will include leading figures from
public and political life speaking on
issues as diverse as war and peace,
organic farming, globalisation, and
justice. An arts programme will
include a wide range of performers
and master-classes. There will be a
variety of children’s activities with
well known leaders, and a chance
to sample different styles of worship
from traditions such as Iona and

Taize. A Question Time slot, chaired
by Jamie Owen will include as
panellists Baroness Ilora Findlay,
and Rev Roy Jenkins of BBC
Wales.

In the months leading up to the
day there will be a competition for
schools, which will have its final
rounds at Catalyst. On the day there
will be sports competitions with
some well known names at the helm.
An arts competition will have a
recycled theme. We shall be forming
a diocese-wide choir for the final
worship, and this will be organised
on a regional basis starting in the
Autumn. We hope to be able to
commission a special new hymn for
the occasion from one of our
diocesan composers.

Publicity will be distributed in
the autumn when more details are
in place. The bishop is hoping that
more than five thousand people will
be present, and that every parish will
send a full bus.

July 5th is Catalyst dayJuly 5th is Catalyst dayJuly 5th is Catalyst dayJuly 5th is Catalyst dayJuly 5th is Catalyst day
 by John Holdsworth

Penboyr school celebrates
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Notices received

Reviews

The Future of the Parish
System: Shaping the Church
of England for the 21st
Century
edited by Steven Croft
£12.99,  CHP 2006

THOUGH the Church in Wales has
been disestablished since 1920, it
remains, like the Church of England,
deeply attached to the parish system.
This book is an important milestone
for all churches that have had a
historical strategy based on ministry
and mission to a residential com-
munity. Rapid development of
network churches and the encour-
agement of fresh expressions of what
it means to be church have brought
this eminent group of writers to
proclaim the “mixed economy”
church. This affirms both traditional
methods and new experiments in

“Gorfoledd Gorffennaf.” Mawl Deoniaeth Caerfyrddin.
Christchurch, 5pm. Gorffennaf 22ain 2007. (Welsh language
Deanery Praise) Pregethir gan y Canon Patrick Thomas.

Jesus and the Eyewitnesses:
The Gospels as Eyewitness
Testimony
Richard Bauckham,
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.,
2006

WOULD you like to be able to tell
your Vicar that everything he or she
learned about the gospels in
theological college was wrong?
Well, now you can.

But first you’d better read this
book. It’s not a small one: 13 pages
of introduction, 508 pages of stuff
and 30 pages of indexes. No pictures
but 17 tables and diagrams, which
are almost as good. And it is worth
persevering. Among other accolades,
this book has just been chosen as the
2007 Book of the Year in the Biblical
Studies section by the prestigious
magazine Christianity Today.

Why so revolutionary? Most of
us who studied New Testament in
our training learned as the absolute
beginning of everything that the
gospels were not written down till
long after Jesus’ lifetime; that the
stories and sayings about Jesus were
altered (perhaps invented, who
knows?) during this period of spoken
transmission; and that therefore the
gospels tell us more about the early
Christians who passed the stories on
than about Jesus, their supposed
subject.

Richard Bauckham (professor of
NT at St Andrews) subjects all this
received wisdom to detailed, in-
formed, and ultimately withering
scrutiny. He writes as part of a

movement which is re-examining the
whole cultural and literary back-
ground of the gospels, and asking
whether the first disciples were quite
such unlettered know-nothings as so
many scholars have assumed.

In place of anonymous ‘com-
munities’ handing on ‘traditions’,
Bauckham’s careful investigation
finds individuals, apostles and
others, who were the tellers of the
stories about Jesus. Before the
gospels were written you wouldn’t
ask what the evolving ‘tradition’ of
your church said – you’d find
someone who knew Jesus, or knew
someone who knew him, to get an
eyewitness account. And the gospels
themselves are written records of
those eyewitness accounts. Bauck-
ham is standing a century of biblical
scholarship on its head – and it’s very
refreshing.

Christianity Today’s judging
panel said, ‘Wonderful. A dazzling
book . . . This is biblical scholarship
of the highest order that can be read
with enjoyment by the thoughtful
layperson.’  They weren’t wrong.

– William Strange

WHAT have we come to? We’re
now asked to display ‘No
Smokng’ notices in churches.
What a stupid idea. We are being
increasingly regulated by drones
who haven’t any common sense.
When, I’m driven to wonder,
will we have a whole phalanx of
notices demanding ‘No Murder’,

What makes you see red?
Jeremy Martineau shares his thoughts about

one recent development

No Spitting’ ‘No Lustful Stares,’
‘No Pickpocketing’ etc? The
Christian Gospel is about
positive living based on God’s
love. The Government should
post notices on every street
corner proclaiming that! Now
that would be a good idea.

Holy Land Pilgrimage – Stuart and Prudence Bell are leading
a pilgrimage to the Holy Land from 30th October to 8th
November. This is a journey of a lifetime for those who have
never visited the lands of the Bible and a lovely opportunity to
recapture thrilling moments for those who have already been.
The cost will be in the region of £900. If you are interested
please phone 01970 617184 or email stuart@stmikes.net.

gathering people of faith in a modern
mobile society. The word “rural”
hardly features and it is clear that the
stretching of stipendiary ministerial
resources across more and more
parishes may have gone too far for
some; but there is strong emphasis
on the continuing role of the Bishop
as a focus of unity.

The Church of England has not
yet settled down to new structures
for mission to the whole nation, but
the deanery is seen as a possible new
base unit for planning and resourcing
local faith activity, whether they be
called parish or no.

In this period of transition, the
Church must keep its eye on several
balls at once – new energy with
impatience for structural change;
increasing lay influence on budgets;
equipping and authorising a new
type of minister to reconnect with the
mass of unchurched people; inspir-
ing God’s people for a greater variety
of worship expression without losing
the sense of unity.

This book should be read by
anyone committed to the future of the
Church, for it may have a short shelf
life as change is afoot, and next year
will be different from this one. I only
hope that adequate monitoring of
experimental forms of church and
research into the complex business
of adapting the church’s structures
to serve a rapidly changing society
will enlighten those who make the
policy. We cannot afford to go simply
with the voices of those who shout
loudest. – Jeremy Martineau

Llanrhian Summer Fete, Wednesday 8th August, 2pm at
Abernant Lodge, by kind permission of Bernard and Ann
Williams. Follow the fete signs from Croesgoch on the A487
St David’s to Fishguard road. Stalls, cakes, cream teas, raffle,
tractor rides, bric a brac, live music, free parking. Entrance
free for children. All welcome. Contact Gill Leese at Cwmwdig
Water Guest House, Berea, Nr St. David’s SA62 6DW, Tel: 01348
831434 for more details.

MANY churches are finding the
Menter Course offers some

new possibilities. It allows them to
converse, to share the Christian
faith in a wide variety of settings.
When the course was launched last
year, it was always intended to add
some audio visual capability. And
that’s the point we’ve come to now.
Archdeacons John Holdsworth and
Andy John have just spent five
days in Israel with two crews
putting the course into a new
setting – the Holy Lands. The
appeal is obvious – to visualise the
themes of the course, there is
nowhere better than the place
where God became a human being.
And so we walk the road of the Via
Dolorosa where the Son of God
carried the cross and we explore the
call to follow in the place where
Jesus called men to fish for a
different sort of catch.

Welsh Locations
The Israel nexus is just the first

part of the new phase. Later in the
year there will be filming in Welsh
locations, with added studio
material. The end result should see
the course providing ten 15 minute
sections of interview, discussion
and visually appealing presenta-
tions that encourages the same
exploring and discovering that led
to the production of the paper
course.

The DVD will be available
either at the end of the year or early
next year. Hopefully, the wait will
be worth it.

Going
Menter!

by Andy John

CONCERT
7.30pm, Friday 3rd August 2007

ST MARY’S CHURCH, CARDIGAN

VIVALDI – The Four Seasons
4 Concertos for Violin and Orchestra

MOZART – Concerto in A Major
for Clarinet and Orchestra KV 622

EDWARD ELGAR
Serenade for String Orchestra op. 20

Cologne New Philharmonic Chamber Orchestra (Germany)
Director: Volker Hartung

Violin: Yuri Kalnits:
Clarinet: Rafael Schwarzstein
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