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The Diocese of St Asaph 

In the Diocese of St Asaph or Teulu Asaph, we’re  

• Growing and encouraging the whole people of God 

• Enlivening and enriching worship 

• Engaging the world  

We’re a family of more than 7,000 regular worshippers, with 80 full time 

clergy, over 500 lay leaders, 229 churches and 51 church schools.   

We trace our history to the days of our namesake, St Asaph and his mentor, 

St Kentigern who it’s believed built a monastery in St Asaph in AD 560.  Many 

of the churches across the Diocese were founded by the earliest saints in 

Wales who witnessed to Christian faith in Wales and have flourished through centuries of war, upheaval, 

reformation and reorganisation.   

Today, the Diocese of St Asaph carries forward that same Mission to 

share God’s love to all in 21th Century north east and mid Wales.  

We’re honoured to be a Christian presence in every community, to 

walk with people on the journey of life and to offer prayers to mark 

together the milestones of life.   

Unlocking our Potential is the focus of our response to share God’s 

love with people across north east and mid Wales.  Unlocking our 

Potential is about bringing change, while remaining faithful to the 

life-giving message of Jesus.  It’s about challenging, inspiring and 

equipping the whole people of God to grow in their faith.   

Geographically, the Diocese follows the English/Welsh border in the 

east, whilst the western edge is delineated by the Conwy Valley. The 

northern boundary runs along the North Wales coast as far as 

Llandudno, but only takes in part of that town. The southern boundary 

runs from the lower end of Llyn Tegid (Lake Bala) across to Dolfor, just 

south of Newtown in Powys. Ecclesiastically it is bordered by the 

dioceses of Chester, Lichfield and Hereford on the northern and 

eastern sides. To the south we border Swansea and Brecon diocese and to the west, Bangor. 

Large parts of the diocese are rural, but there are important and continually developing industrial and 

commercial areas around Deeside (one of the largest industrial parks in Europe) and Wrexham and significant 

developments along the two main arterial roads (A55 and A483).  The coastal strip is home to traditional 

holiday resorts and tourism is an important industry in many parts of the diocese. 

St Asaph offers: 

• A welcome to all 

• Life enhancing opportunities for all 

• A commitment to nurture God’s gifts to everyone 

• A Christian education through our 51 Church Schools 

• A celebration and conservation of our very special places 

• A commitment to walk alongside those in need 

• A prayerful heart at the centre of every community 

•  
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The Aber-Morfa Mission Area 

 

The Aber-Morfa Mission Area Covenant Statement says, “We want to be a forward thinking and trusted Mission 

Area that meets the needs of the communities.”  The Mission Area Executive and Conference are totally 

committed to bring this statement into reality.  There are many initiatives, in every parish, being tried and 

innovative ideas and practices are on the horizon which we want to share with the whole Mission Area. 

 

Our shared ministry team meet for regular weekly prayers and are committed to working together as one 

team, for the furtherance of God’s work in this Mission Area.  Any cleric joining this SMT must also have the 

same outlook in working and sharing together. 

 

We are therefore looking for a new vicar with: 

 

• dynamism and energy 

• the capacity to lead and be led 

• good interpersonal skills 

• a pastoral heart 

• a desire to reach out to the local community, especially the schools. 

 

St Mary’s Church, Rhuddlan 
 

Rhuddlan  is a small town (c4000 pop) situated between St Asaph on the A55 expressway and the coastal 

resort of Rhyl - a lovely part of North Wales.  Still referred to as ‘the village’ by locals, the old centre is now 

surrounded by two large estates of bungalows built in the sixties with a large retired population, and more 

recent housing developments, home to young families.   

 

Following the building of the by-pass several years ago the village re-invented itself and now boasts a thriving 

High Street with a wide variety of individual shops and businesses.  Hair, health and beauty is one speciality 

and eateries another, 15 in all ranging from an award winning bistro to the excellent Village Masala.  There’s 

a pharmacy, dentist, a doctor’s surgery, Post office/Spar, Co-op/petrol station, and a new Aldi on the outskirts.  

Then there’s the library and our busy community centre, and of particular interest is Ysgol y Castell, our 

excellent active primary school. 

 

The Vicarage    

It is a modern luxury four-bedroom detached house with double garage, 

complete with office, situated on a new development (c2006) of twenty 

executive homes, just across the road from the Golf Club – as an estate agent 

might say ‘ideal for golfing gourmets’. 
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St Mary’s Church 

 

Our church is a grade 2* listed, a double naved church (typical of 

the Vale of Clwyd).  The church of Edward 1st, built by him in 1301 

and standing on the banks of the River Clwyd, it is one of three 

iconic structures of Rhuddlan, along with the castle (1277) and the 

stone river bridge.   

  

We are a poor church, 

but only in money.  Following our inter-regnum (2010-11) which saw 

attendance halve, we were failing financially and racking up 

debt.  We resolved to turn that around and re-started the defunct 

parish magazine, restyled it for our community in a professional 

format and introduced a monthly Artisan’s Fair focused on craft 

stalls and our own ‘café’ to give us a regular dependable income 

stream.   

 

Our Christmas Tree Festival now in its fifth year, is very successful 

with entrants from school classes, playgroups and uniformed 

groups, and adult groups, societies and local businesses, with the 

addition of Santa and his grotto this year having been a very popular feature.   

 

In January each year we produce a programme of special services and events to be staged at St Mary’s 

throughout the year.  They range from concerts to fun dog shows, mystery coach trips to Family Pet Services.  

They raise money but they are also vital to our church’s connect with our community.   

 

 

Rhuddlan is an active place with a great community spirit and we play a vital part in that.  St Mary’s is the 

main ‘events arena’ and the concerts we stage for others eg The Mayor’s Charity Concerts, have helped to 

raise some £25,000 in recent years for local hospices, dementia research etc.  Thanks to a lot of hard work, 

we are now paying our way, the parish share is being paid and we are regularly reducing our debt to the 

diocese.  But it’s an ongoing battle, a 700 year old church needs lots of TLC, and we need a new incumbent 

who will really support us in our endeavours. We have a very active Ladies Fellowship which meets fortnightly 

at church during school terms. 
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We have a good connect with the community, our council and especially our primary school.  The whole 

school - and the parents - come for end of term celebratory services, for special events like Harvest andfor 

educational visits.  The head is receptive and forward looking and we would particularly look for an incumbent 

who can engage with the youngsters and maintain and build on these foundations with both school and 

community. 

 

School Choir performs at church event         Easter Bonnet Parade arrives for the School Easter Service 

 

Future Projects     

 

We have applied for HLF Wales funding for ‘Our Past, Their Future’ project.  St Mary’s contains ‘more of the 

history of Rhuddlan than anywhere else’ (Fiona Gale, County Archaeologist) but it’s mainly unknown.  A 

particular hidden gem is the set of five wall paintings of scriptures taken from the first translation of the Welsh 

Bible in 1620, unique to Wales.  Bishop Gregory is exhorting us to ‘get more people involved, get more people 

into church, not just for services’ and this plan to present our heritage in welcoming surroundings in a modern 

way fits like a glove.  It would also provide a versatile open space in the south nave suitable for modern acts 

of worship of particular interest to youngsters and their families. 

 

Ministry   

 

Since our retiring vicar’s appointment in 2011 we have been joined with St Margaret’s Bodelwyddan in a 

Benefice and both churches are enthusiastic members of the newly formed Aber-Morfa Mission Area.  The 

two churches are very different, but the shared ministry has worked well.  We are firm friends who share 

services and ambitions, who help each other and work things out together. 

 

Sunday services at St Mary’s are a Holy Eucharist at 9.30 with an average attendance in the low thirties and 

Wednesday sees an 11am Holy Eucharist sparsely attended.  Times vary occasionally to cater for special 

services and continuing flexibility here on the part of the new incumbent is important. Rhuddlan and 

Bodelwyddan conducted 13 baptisms, 18 weddings and 36 funerals last year. 

 

The Future   

 

We understand that a shared ministry can pose difficulties and increase workload for the new incumbent, but 

we also recognise and welcome this opportunity for full lay involvement in all aspects of church life.  We 

believe that we provide an interesting but exciting challenge with potentially a very rewarding outcome for 

a vibrant and committed appointee prepared to lead us in our spiritual growth and mission. 
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St Margaret’s Church (The Marble Church), 

Bodelwyddan 
 

The village of Bodelwyddan lies 3miles west of the city of St Asaph on the A55 expressway. The population of 

about 2100 represents a mixed community of young families and retired residents living on bungalow estates, 

council estates and newer houses estates. Main employers are the nearby large district hospital, an ever-

expanding business / light industry park (on the old Kinmel Park Camp site) and Bodelwyddan Castle which is 

part leased by Warners Holidays. 

 

The junior school has approximately 100 pupils, secondary schools are available in St. Asaph (Welsh medium) 

and Abergele. The village has a pub, chemist, Co-op shop, fish&chip shop, Chinese takeaway and a Post 

Office within the small Spar supermarket, the community centre has a children’s play area, football field, and 

nearby allotments but the community centre building is currently closed awaiting re-furbishment. 

 

Our Victorian 1860’s church is an iconic building, a landmark for coast bound travellers and we all realize how 

lucky we are to have such a wonderful structure in which 

to worship, and how privileged we are to share its beauty 

with so many people who come to see it.  

 

The church has a huge impact on so many people, 

whether they are of faith or of none. Visitors on the very 

margins of belief are often moved by what they see and 

what they feel here in St Margaret’s. The comments in the 

visitor’s book and on social media are a delight to read. 

The church is open every day with a small team of 

volunteers - opening and closing the premises and during 

the summer months welcoming our visitors.  

  

Over the last few years we have enhanced the experience of our congregation and visitors significantly 

having installed internally; new under pew heating with plush seat cushions, sound system, small kitchen and 

new shop area, electronic organ replacing an old pipe organ and a new LED lighting system.  Externally we 

have a beautiful toilet block and east door entrance ramp giving easy access to the church. All these 

improvements were funded by a legacy, trust funds and church reserve funds. 
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We have the Eucharist service at 11am on a Sunday and a short communion service 10am on a Wednesday 

- attendance 35-40 on a Sunday and an average 5-8 mid-week. There are currently no Welsh services held. 

Our organist enjoys playing at both churches, the traditional pipe organ at Rhuddlan and our brand new 

electronic one thus complementing the link between the two churches. The full-time chaplain of the hospital 

is well known to us and for many years an annual hospital led 

memorial service has taken place here each June.  

  

St Margaret’s has a very active well attended Mothers Union group 

of about 30 members; a tower bell ringing group captained by an 

honorary member of the bellringing association with over 40 years’ 

experience and a hand bells group of 10 members who give 

community concerts etc.  

 

Our congregation consists mainly of retired citizens with a fair 

proportion travelling in from beyond the village, very few families; 

a tentative link to the school, 2 members of the mothers’ union visit 

regularly to help with the children learning to read. The school 

accepted the offer last December to hold the annual Christmas 

service in the church, their usual venue the community centre was 

unavailable, they relished the experience so much that they have 

requested to come back this coming Christmas. 

  

The church building is very well cared for, a roof inspection is 

imminent after the recent hard long winter and the next 

quinquennial is due 2019/2020.  We maintain our grounds to the highest standards affordable. The 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission look after their area of 100+ soldiers graves (including 83 Canadians 

from the First World War), we are also honoured this year to have the 100year anniversary of WW1 installation 

inside the church of the Tommy and silhouettes display – There but not there. An extension to the graveyard 

was recently consecrated by the Bishop of St Asaph and will be in use fairly soon. The income from the 

graveyard fees is adequate at present to fully fund its maintenance. There is a new crematorium about 1.5 

miles from the church. The large front lawned area framed with yew bushes and a background of the church 

is famous worldwide and a wedding photographers dream.  We have always been a popular church for 

weddings - one recent wedding was televised by BBC Wales. Parish share has always been paid in full.  

  

We do not have a church hall and the vicarage in Rhuddlan has been the home of our incumbent since 2011 

when the two parishes became a grouped benefice. The sale of the old hall and attached dwelling occurred 

at the same time and the proceeds have been added to an existing trust fund; we are very fortunate to have 

this separate well-endowed Trust fund for the maintenance and fabric care of our wonderful church.  

  

 

 

 

 


