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The Diocese of St Asaph 

In the Diocese of St Asaph or Teulu Asaph, we’re  

• Growing and encouraging the whole people of God 

• Enlivening and enriching worship 

• Engaging the world  

We’re a family of more than 7,000 regular worshippers, with 80 full time 

clergy, over 500 lay leaders, 229 churches and 51 church schools.   

We trace our history to the days of our namesake, St Asaph and his mentor, 

St Kentigern who it’s believed built a monastery in St Asaph in AD 560.  Many 

of the churches across the Diocese were founded by the earliest saints in 

Wales who witnessed to Christian faith in Wales and have flourished through centuries of war, upheaval, 

reformation and reorganisation.   

Today, the Diocese of St Asaph carries forward that same Mission to 

share God’s love to all in 21th Century north east and mid Wales.  

We’re honoured to be a Christian presence in every community, to 

walk with people on the journey of life and to offer prayers to mark 

together the milestones of life.   

Unlocking our Potential is the focus of our response to share God’s 

love with people across north east and mid Wales.  Unlocking our 

Potential is about bringing change, while remaining faithful to the 

life-giving message of Jesus.  It’s about challenging, inspiring and 

equipping the whole people of God to grow in their faith.   

Geographically, the Diocese follows the English/Welsh border in the 

east, whilst the western edge is delineated by the Conwy Valley. The 

northern boundary runs along the North Wales coast as far as 

Llandudno, but only takes in part of that town. The southern boundary 

runs from the lower end of Llyn Tegid (Lake Bala) across to Dolfor, just 

south of Newtown in Powys. Ecclesiastically it is bordered by the 

dioceses of Chester, Lichfield and Hereford on the northern and 

eastern sides. To the south we border Swansea and Brecon diocese and to the west, Bangor. 

Large parts of the diocese are rural, but there are important and continually developing industrial and 

commercial areas around Deeside (one of the largest industrial parks in Europe) and Wrexham and significant 

developments along the two main arterial roads (A55 and A483).  The coastal strip is home to traditional 

holiday resorts and tourism is an important industry in many parts of the diocese. 

St Asaph offers: 

• A welcome to all 

• Life enhancing opportunities for all 

• A commitment to nurture God’s gifts to everyone 

• A Christian education through our 51 Church Schools 

• A celebration and conservation of our very special places 

• A commitment to walk alongside those in need 

• A prayerful heart at the centre of every community 
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Valle Crucis Mission Area 

This Mission Area was formed when the Deanery of Penllyn & Edeyrnion was divided into two geographically 

more-or-less equal halves, with this eastern half having the greater population – about 7,000 on the Civil 

Electoral Roll.  It includes the four churches of the Llangollen group, the three in the Glyn Ceiriog group, four 

of the five in the Corwen group (excepting Cynwyd / Llangar), plus Llandegla and Bryneglwys, totaling 

thirteen.  Until the house-for-duty priest in the Ceiriog Valley relocated recently, each of the four groups of 

churches had a resident minister.  There is also a non-stipendiary priest licenced to the Mission Area. 

Valle Crucis is the name of a former significant Abbey(left) whose monks are 

believed to have served both the Ceiriog Valley to the south and Llandegla 

to the north as well as the Dee Valley.  The substantial ruins of this abbey 

remain as a tourist attraction and a place to wonder about the splendour of 

a past age.  It is said to have been built in 1201 by Madog ap Gruffydd 

Maelor whose influence may also be seen in the name of Pontfadog west of 

Chirk. 

Earlier in the year, the emerging Mission Area Conference, consisting of 

representatives of most of the churches, identified various strengths and 

weaknesses of the area, both in general terms and with regard to the 

church. 

Strengths included:  wonderful scenery – it includes parts of an Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty;  sites of historic interest such as the said abbey, 

Castell Dinas Bra ̂n, Caer Drewyn iron-age fort, Owain Glyndw ̂r’s Mount and 

Plas Newydd;  examples of industrial archaeology such as quarries, the Llangollen Canal and Llantysilio 

Tramway, leading down to it from the Horseshoe Pass; fishing;  sports facilities;  excellent schools;  outdoor 

theatre and a cultural event out of all proportion to the size of the population, namely the Llangollen 

International Musical Eisteddfod;  the Llangollen Railway;  and through traffic which sustains more shops 

than could be otherwise. 

The challenges include: the distances between 

communities and the limited public transport, which 

leads to difficulty in travelling to work and shops; 

restricted opportunities for local employment; localised 

associated social problems; susceptibility of roads to 

occasional vagaries of the weather; slow broad-band 

in more isolated communities; mobile not-spots; 

distance to the national rail network from the west of 

the area. 

With regard to church life, strengths include:  a 

willingness of church members to accept worship led by 

their own number and capable worship leaders who offer such service; faithful officers who support the 

administration and practical aspects of their local church; a higher proportion of capable musicians than 

would be found in the general population. 

We have supported, with regret, the closure of one church that was in our original complement viz: St 

Beuno, Gwyddelwern, and we are in the same process with Sant Ffraid, Glyn Ceiriog. In both situations, 

worshippers can be accommodated at our other churches close by.  
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All of our remaining churches remain viable in that all can meet their own share of the Mission Area Share 

Distances between churches makes sharing of liturgical or practical 

resources a challenge especially on a Sunday if public transport is 

depended upon.   Members of different churches meeting together 

for spiritual or social purposes can also be challenging due to a lack 

of public transport.   

In response to this, Advent and Lent Study courses and mid-week 

prayer meetings and services have been organised on a group 

basis centred on Llangollen, Glyn Ceiriog and Corwen.   

The emerging structure gives greater prominence to the Mission Area that subsumes the parish status 

function, but churches continue to be responsible for the maintenance of their pattern of worship, local 

outreach, pastoral care, social life and the maintenance of their buildings. The Mission Area provides an 

‘umbrella administration’ ensuring that whatever happens in any part, it will promote the overall strategy for 

the whole.  The Mission Area is led by our Mission Area leader and two Wardens who jointly Chair the Mission 

Area Conference. It comprises one elected member from each church who are the Trustees. The week-by-

week activities of each church continue much as before under its church committee.  The Mission Area 

encourages wide participation from all church members and encourages them to exercise their initiative 

and leadership in this context as they do in their other activities. 

The Mission Area started the process of meeting the challenges ‘Unlocking Our Potential’ in 2017 through a 

series of meetings and a special one-day Mission Focus workshop on being an inclusive church, and the 

process continues in 2018. 

Mission Area Leader 

The Reverend Canon Martin Snellgrove 

 

Mission Area Wardens 

Mr John Gambles 

Mrs Lorna Mills 

 

Mission Area Administrator and Treasurer 

Mrs Lindsay Watkins 

 

Mission Area Clergy 

Y Parchedig Dorothi Evans 

The Venerable Bob Griffiths 

Vicar Llangollen group – to be appointed 

House for residence Glyn Ceiriog – to be appointed 

 

Mission Area Reader 

Mr Michael Winwood 

 

  

  

Mission Area Churches 

 

St Collen, Llangollen; St John, Llangollen; Trevor Chapelry, Llangollen; St Tysilio, Llantysilio 

 

St Garmon, Llanarmon Dyffryn Ceiriog; St Ffraid, Glyn Ceiriog; St John, Pontfadog 

 

Ss Mael and Sullen, Corwen; St Ffraid, Carrog; St Thomas, Glyndyfrdwy 

St Tysilio, Bryneglwys; St Tecla, Llandegla 
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Growing our Church and New Initiatives: our first Priority 
 

‘Our chief priority is to grow the Church spiritually and numerically in a rich tapestry, embracing new and old, 

contemporary and traditional ways of doings things in our mission areas.  We need bold initiatives to support 

new forms of Anglican communities and fresh engagement, which means that we need to identify 

sustainable and transformational initiatives.  We need to be risk-takers, brave and discerning, calling people 

to be disciples of Jesus.  We recognise as a diocese the differences between urban and rural contexts.  We 

need to pray intentionally for spiritual growth and develop nurture groups in every mission area.’ (Bishop 

Gregory 2018, Eight Priorities from the Standing Committee’) 

The Llangollen Group of churches is key to the Valle Crucis Mission 

Area addressing all Eight of Bishop Gregory’s Priorities, and this 

chief priority in particular. Together, the Llangollen churches 

accounted for over 56% of regular Sunday attendance in the 

Mission Area in 2017 (3 year moving average 2014-2016) with St 

Collen’s having particular significance with 37% of the MA total. 

This is an exciting group with enormous good-will towards it from 

the town community. Sunday morning duties are heavy but not 

impossible for a reasonably agile cleric to manage. St Collen’s is proud of its open, inclusive and socially 

engaged mission to the town who strongly identify with its role as the town’s major church. In recent years 

the churches have embraced a generous, modern and sacramentally focussed vision offering good-

quality, engaging worship and ministry. 

We are looking for a priest who sees his or her mission as building upon this ministry and leading us into growth. 

Life in Llangollen 

Llangollen is a picturesque market town situated on the river 

Dee in an area of outstanding natural beauty. It is a meeting 

point and stopping off place for many different travellers: 

motorists accessing North Wales pass through it on the A5, 

walkers on the Offa’s dyke path, cyclists on their way to the 

heights of the famous Horseshoe Pass, canoeists being 

challenged by the town’s rapids and rail enthusiasts. Nearby 

are a number of visitor attractions: Telford’s Aqueduct in Trevor, 

the ruins of Valle Crucis Abbey, Plas Newydd, the home of the 

Ladies of Llangollen, and Dinas Bran hill-fort. Train travellers can 

travel up the Vale of Llangollen steam-powered railway to Corwen some 10 miles up the valley. 

Llangollen is a popular location for weddings and family functions, having a number of good quality hotels 

and purpose-built venues. The town comes alive during the first week of July every year when the Llangollen 

International Eisteddfod is held. Choirs and dancers from all over 

the world compete and the town becomes a buzzing, colourful 

party! www.llangollen.net 

Founded in the immediate aftermath of World War Two, the 

International Eisteddfod is committed to promoting world peace 

through music and dance and we play an important part in this 

with daily concerts ‘@One in St Collen’s’, the Eisteddfod closing 

service on the final Sunday with Terry Waite and overseas visitors 

http://www.llangollen.net/
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and a full church, and parishioners greeting visitors in the Peace Garden in St John’s. The Eistaddfod was 

nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in 2009.   

Throughout the year visitors come to the town for other specific outdoor events and festivals: the Llangollen 

fringe, the food festival, antique fairs and one-off concerts. 

Because it is over a dozen miles from the nearest big town – Wrexham – there is a self-sufficiency about the 

town, with many locals preferring to support local shops than travel to the bigger supermarkets. There is now 

a recently opened ‘Aldi’ store on the A5 going out of Llangollen. 

Many day visitors enjoy a walk along the river and canal towpath 

to the Chainbridge Horseshoe Falls and St Tysilio’s Church, 2 miles 

upriver. 

Llangollen is also blessed with good schools.  Ysgol Dinas Brân is a 

well respected and high achieving Comprehensive school of 

almost 1000 students, with a catchment area which includes Chirk 

the Ceiriog valley, Cynwyd and Corwen. Many students also pay 

for their own transport from Wrexham (out of district) to access 

their education at the school. http://mylocalschool.wales.gov.uk/School/6634027?lang=en 

There are two good primary schools in Llangollen that share the same site: a Welsh language Primary school 

– Ysgol y Gwernant for pupils learning through the medium of Welsh, 

http://mylocalschool.wales.gov.uk/School/6632263?lang=en 

and Ysgol Bryn Collen, English medium. http://mylocalschool.wales.gov.uk/School/6632234?lang=en 

Coleg Cambria is an excellent FE College with sites at Llysfasi (Land Based, 10 miles) and Wrexham (Building, 

Engineering, Fine Arts, Performing Arts and General education to A level and beyond. 

Our local Universities are both relatively new and becoming increasingly popular with local students as well 

as from the UK and beyond. These are Glyndwr University, Wrexham, https://www.glyndwr.ac.uk/ 

and the University of Chester. https://www1.chester.ac.uk/ 

Many international students come to learn English in the town at the Ectarc language centre. 

The town has a plethora of clubs and societies which cater to all interests: horticultural, thespian and 

sporting.   

The town has also developed a good reputation as a gastronomic centre, with Gales wine bar and the 

Corn Mill being firm favourites with visitors and locals alike. A new medical centre just out of town recently 

replaced the former one which was attached to St Collen’s Church Community Hall (the former medical 

centre now being occupied as an artist’s studio). 

Our churches 

There are four churches in the group: St Tysilio’s church, located above the Horseshoe Falls in Llantysilio, is a 

popular stopping off place with walkers and favourite in the early Spring because of its snowdrops. Trevor 

chapelry in the woods skirting Trevor Hall is a much-loved chapel with a healthy weekly congregation and St 

John’s, which has historically provided bilingual worship for the town’s small Welsh language community. 

Then in the heart of the town, next to the Hand hotel, is St Collen’s church, a grade one listed Celtic 

settlement, famous for its late medieval barrel ceiling. There is an average of 50-60 funerals conducted 

each year and approximately 20 weddings. There is popular mid-week Eucharist followed by fellowship and 

study in the Church hall’s Upper Room. The Hall is also currently used by a number of town groups and is 

administered, at present, by a hall manager and caretaker. 

http://mylocalschool.wales.gov.uk/School/6634027?lang=en
http://mylocalschool.wales.gov.uk/School/6632263?lang=en
http://mylocalschool.wales.gov.uk/School/6632234?lang=en
https://www.glyndwr.ac.uk/
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/
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A full description of St Collen’s Church, together with pictures of 

the church and Community Hall can be found on the Church’s 

website: www.stcollenschurch.org.uk 

The Vicarage is located in Abbey Road, opposite St John’s 

church, near to the pedestrian walkway to the Eisteddfod. It is 

a large, four bedroomed, late Victorian, red brick house with 

medium sized garden behind the house, and is in the heart of 

the town and community and located in a very sought-after 

residential area. It is just 3 or 4 minutes from the centre of town 

and 5 minutes walk to St Collen’s. 

There is good ecumenical co-operation in the parish, particularly with the Roman Catholic church and their 

Lectio Divina prayer group that has recently been set up – Prego. Communion is taken monthly to 4 nursing 

homes and there is a strong connection with a befriending service, Ymestym, which is based in an office in 

the St Collen Community hall. Mind Cymru have a regular weekly drop-in group and church volunteers offer 

a free breakfast every Saturday morning. 

The Parish has an active Mothers’ Union at Trevor, a monthly Ladies Fellowship group, bell-ringers, church 

choir, book group and there are study groups throughout the year, especially during Advent and Lent.  

These are attended by members of the different churches of the group. 

Average attendance at weekly services looks as follows:  

St Collens’: 8am: 15; 11am – 45; 

Llantysilio (9.30am) 12; Trevor (9.30am) 18; St John’s (5pm) 8. 

St Collen’s Wednesday 10am Eucharist: 15-20. 

Monthly in the Upper Room there is Taizé Prayer service at 6pm and on other weeks a lay-led, 40 minute 

Contemplative prayer time is held.  

St Collen’s finances are assisted by the Leslie bequest of 1950 which assists with work done on the church 

building. Work to the tower and clock is currently being undertaken with money from this source. The church 

grounds are well managed and cared for, as is St John’s cemetery behind St John’s church. 

There are 2 Worship Leaders in the Llangollen group, John Gambles and Diane Powell.  

St John’s Church/Eglwys Sant Ioan 

St John’s, which is the smallest church in the Benefice of 

Llangollen, was built in 1858 for use as a funeral chapel.  

Before long, it began to be used by parishioners who wished 

to have services held in the Welsh language.  For many years 

it was known locally as “The Welsh Church”, but by today, 

with only a small minority of Llangollen residents being Welsh-

speaking, services are held bi-lingually, with the readings and 

some prayers in Welsh but the sermon in English, with hymns 

both Welsh and English. 

The architecture of St John’s is quite plain, with none of the ornamentation frequently found in Victorian 

churches, no doubt because of its original purpose and possibly to attempt to counter the drift of Welsh 

speakers to the Nonconformist churches with their plainer architecture. 

http://www.stcollenschurch.org.uk/
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Over recent years the church has been transformed internally.  The original (and extremely uncomfortable!) 

pews were taken out and replaced by 60 comfortable, stackable chairs, and most recently new toilet and 

kitchen facilities have been installed, together with gas-fired 

central heating.  As a result, St John’s is a comfortable and 

flexible venue, not only for services (including occasional funeral 

services) but for chamber concerts, poetry readings, committee 

meetings and the like.  During the week of the International 

Eisteddfod each July it is used for rehearsals, lectures and 

concerts. 

The membership of St John’s is in single figures, but it is 

enthusiastic with a great sense of fellowship.  Over recent years 

only one service has been held there on Sundays, alternating between Eucharist and Evening Prayers.  The 

generous weekly collections mean that St John’s is largely self-sustaining, with useful additional revenue 

coming from the letting of the building for external functions. 

Trevor Chapelry 

The church community extends from regular 

Sunday Worship attenders, to those who worship 

at the major festivals and an even wider group 

who turn to the church for baptisms, marriages 

and funerals, harvest suppers and Carol 

Services. 

In 2017 there were 4 baptisms, 15 marriages and 

3 funerals  

The church has good links with Ysgol y Garth, the 

local primary school, and all of the children and 

staff attend for a special service each term. 

The church has identified that it needs to do 

more to engage with other groups in the Trevor and Garth community and wants to develop contact and 

outreach, particularly with the housing estate in Trevor. Attempts have been made in the past but have not 

been sustained.  

The congregation has several Welsh speakers, and the whole congregation welcomes the use of some 

Welsh during Eucharist. 

 The present church building dates back to 1717, or earlier, but the history of the church or chapel at Trevor 

goes back many centuries - back to the time when the Monastery of Valle Crucis dominated the district.  

An early chapel at Trevor was attended by a visiting monk and he had a cell where stands the ruin of an 

old building known as `Kin Y Plas'. In the 15th Century Bishop John Trevor II resided at Trevor Hall with his 

brother and used the chapel at Trevor as his private chapel. In consequence Trevor Church was known at 

one time as `The Episcopal Chapel of Bishop Trevor'. Since that time there has been always a very close 

connection between Trevor Hall and the Church 
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St Tysilio, Llantysilio 

Worship at this site dates from the Celtic 

Christians with the existing building dating 

back to about 1180. It’s wonderful location at 

a World Heritage Site and all pervading 

feeling of peacefulness draws in the region of 

10,000 visitors to the church each year. 

According to the visitor’s book, many are 

regular returners who appreciate the 

knowledge that the church is open every day 

of the year.  Some have connection through 

family, have relatives or friends buried here, or 

were married or baptised here. 

Many leave prayers on our Prayer Tree and 

we read these from ‘our passing 

congregation’ in intercessions each week. It is very clear that our visitors find peace and time to reflect 

within the walls, a testimony to a continuing pattern of pilgrimage to and through this place. It is fitting that 

the earliest stained glass within depicts St James the Great. 

Our regular Sunday congregation although quite small – we average about 12 - is very committed and 

meet each week at 9.30 for Eucharist or All Age Worship. We have special services that reflect the Celtic 

Christian, notably the Snowdrops Service in February, In the House of Simon the Leper in Holy Week, Harvest, 

and an All Souls Service for the recently bereaved of all the Llangollen Group. These are supplemented 

during the summer months with a special Pilgrim Service when there is a fifth Sunday. Attendance at these is 

much greater. 

The church is in good order and has the benefit of a recently (2018) installed kitchen and toilet, together 

with a new heating system. Some of the rearmost pews were removed in 2008 to make a more adaptable 

space at the back of the church. The overall capacity is just over 100. 

Although the church is located far from most of the houses in this geographically large parish, it’s 

boundaries extend for over 20 miles, it is held in high regard by the local population of Llantysilio, Rhewl, 

Pentredwr and Eglwyseg and their historical family links. It is very much the village church even when it is 

only called on by some for the major events in human life of baptism, marriages and funerals. In 2017 these 

numbered 4, 2 and 1 respectively. 
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