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The Diocese of St Asaph 

In the Diocese of St Asaph or Teulu Asaph, we’re  

• Growing and encouraging the whole people of God 

• Enlivening and enriching worship 

• Engaging the world  

We’re a family of more than 7,000 regular worshippers, with 80 full time 

clergy, over 500 lay leaders, 229 churches and 51 church schools.   

We trace our history to the days of our namesake, St Asaph and his 

mentor, St Kentigern who it’s believed built a monastery in St Asaph in AD 

560.  Many of the churches across the Diocese were founded by the earliest saints in Wales who witnessed 

to Christian faith in Wales and have flourished through centuries of war, upheaval, reformation and 

reorganisation.   

Today, the Diocese of St Asaph carries forward that same Mission to share God’s love to all in 21th Century 

north east and mid Wales.  We’re honoured to be a Christian presence in every community, to walk with 

people on the journey of life and to offer prayers to mark together the milestones of life.   

Unlocking our Potential is the focus of our response to share God’s love with people across north east and 

mid Wales.  Unlocking our Potential is about bringing change, while remaining faithful to the life-giving 

message of Jesus.  It’s about challenging, inspiring and equipping the whole people of God to grow in their 

faith.   

Geographically, the Diocese follows the English/Welsh border in the east, 

whilst the western edge is delineated by the Conwy Valley. The northern 

boundary runs along the North Wales coast as far as Llandudno, but only 

takes in part of that town. The southern boundary runs from the lower end 

of Llyn Tegid (Lake Bala) across to Dolfor, just south of Newtown in Powys. 

Ecclesiastically it is bordered by the dioceses of Chester, Lichfield and 

Hereford on the northern and eastern sides. To the south we border 

Swansea and Brecon diocese and to the west, Bangor. 

Large parts of the diocese are rural, but there are important and 

continually developing industrial and commercial areas around Deeside 

(one of the largest industrial parks in Europe) and Wrexham and significant 

developments along the two main arterial roads (A55 and A483).  The 

coastal strip is home to traditional holiday resorts and tourism is an 

important industry in many parts of the diocese. 

St Asaph offers: 

• A welcome to all 

• Life enhancing opportunities for all 

• A commitment to nurture God’s gifts to everyone 

• A Christian education through our 51 Church Schools 

• A celebration and conservation of our very special places 

• A commitment to walk alongside those in need 

• A prayerful heart at the centre of every community 
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St Mary’s, Overton-on-Dee  

The church is in the middle of the village of Overton in the Maelor district of the old county of Flintshire, now 

part of Wrexham County.  Close to the English county of Shropshire, we are just a few miles from the market 

town of Wrexham, 20 miles from Chester, and 20 miles from Shrewsbury. 

Overton is a village with around 1500 inhabitants. The village has several shops, a large Doctor's surgery, 3 

churches (Anglican, Methodist and R.C.) and a primary school which caters for around 200 pupils.  It is a 

vibrant community, with many sports clubs, teams and facilities and a large children's park and play area. 

The Church  

St. Mary's is an impressive church, with large surrounding grounds and a rich 

history dating back a thousand years. It is well known for its famous Yew trees, 

regarded as one of the "wonders" of North Wales. The church is kept open 

every day and receives a substantial number of visitors from all parts of the 

world, who find its many features of 

great historical and artistic interest. 

It is a large church capable of 

seating over 300 people. 

 

 

 

Services 

The weekly Sunday services comprise Holy Eucharist, Family Eucharist 

and Family Service. 

Average attendance is between 20 and 30 communicants, although 

Christmas and Easter services usually attract over 100 people.  Last 

year there were 4 baptisms, 2 weddings, and 8 funerals at the church. 

School services, with children and parents attending have around 200 

attendees. 

Activities 

As well as an active Church Council and a Fund-Raising group, 

the church has an enthusiastic choir and an equally enthusiastic 

bell ringers group. 

Coffee mornings are held midweek throughout the summer and 

there is a Parent and Toddlers group, a very popular Messy 

Church, and a Lent Course/Group which is a joint venture with our 

Methodist and R.C. friends. 

The Share is paid up to date.   A project is in progress to apply for 

funding to provide a toilet, improved kitchen facilities and access 

at the church.  



4 

Maelor Mission Area Application Pack 

 

 

 

Church links 

The church has always had close links with the village school, 

St. Mary's Voluntary Aided (Church in Wales) Primary School, 

and the parish priest will be a Governor of the school.  There 

are many school services in the church every year.   The new 

Headmistress (recently inducted by the Bishop, left) is keen to 

maintain a strong relationship. Senior schools in the area are 

at Penley, and Malpas. 

Another group closely linked to the church is "The Friends of St. 

Mary’s”, which has raised substantial amounts of money for 

the church on an annual basis, through their generous giving. 

 

 

The Vicarage 

The Vicarage is a spacious 4-bedroom detached house, 

also featuring a large study. It is situated in a small group 

of houses, which are very centrally located, and within 

close proximity to the church.  

The building also has a large double garage and the 

outlook to the rear of the house is onto open countryside 

and across the Dee valley. 
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St Hilary’s, Erbistock 

 

 

 

The Village of Erbistock 

Erbistock is a rural village with approximately 230 inhabitants.  Two 

thriving pubs cater for a catchment area well beyond the village.  

The average age of the adult population is over 65 and there are 

few children in the village.  Like many rural communities, it no longer 

has a shop, post office, school, bus service, village hall or street 

lighting. 

The Church 

St Hilary's church is a small church with pews for some 120 people.  Built of sandstone in 1861 on the site of 

former churches dating from before the Reformation, it is the only church in the village, set in an idyllic location 

on the banks of the Dee. It is kept open during the day in summer months and at weekends over the winter.  

This is appreciated by visitors from all over the world who visit the church and sign the Visitors Book. All 

comment on the beauty and tranquillity of the church. 

The fabric of the church is largely in good condition.  We generally have favourable Quinquennial reviews 

with recommendations implemented as soon as possible.  The aim of the Church Council is to maintain the 

fabric of the church so that we may hand it over to the next generation in a good state of repair.        

St Hilary's has a Church Committee of ten members.  

There is a willingness and enthusiasm to re-establish two or three fundraising and fellowship events annually.  

These could be in cooperation with our sister church of St Mary’s, Overton.  Two recent events were 

unfortunately cancelled for reasons beyond the church’s control.   

The Share is paid up to date. 
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Services 

There is a program of Sunday services which includes two Eucharist services using the 1984 Church in Wales 

Prayer Book (the Green Book), a Family Eucharist and a Village Praise service. Fifth Sunday services are held 

together with Overton in alternate churches. 

There are 35 names on the Electoral Roll and all will attend over the course of the year.  Typical Sunday 

attendance is 9, but many more for Easter, Remembrance and Christmas with the Christmas morning 

attendance being 60 – 80.   

There is a rota of some twelve readers and a strong Altar Guild.  St Hilary's does not have a verger.  The altar 

is prepared by the reader for that day in conjunction with the Rector.  The rector is supported by three Worship 

Leaders, and we have a dedicated organist. 

Our Priest 

The Maelor Mission Area within the St Asaph Diocese has ten churches, served by two other full-time clergy 

and two readers.  Our priest will be appointed to the Mission Area and will work as a team in conjunction with 

the other clergy but will be grounded in St Mary’s and St Hilary’s.  We are looking for an active priest who will 

understand the aspirations of our members, and, most importantly, help us to spread the message of the 

church in our community and to attract new members. 
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