
 

Simple faithfulness as evangelism 
  

Before you put this leaflet down, hand it back, or blue-bin it, 

please read the next short paragraph. . . . 

  

‘Evangelism’ is not something that’s big and scary - 

and hopefully done by someone else - but something 

every individual can do, according to their gifts. It’s 

something which is for all God’s people to do. It is 

often the little things we do, like offering a kind 

word or welcoming a visitor that make a difference.’ 

  

  
Bishop Stephen Cottrell, at our Diocesan Conference in 
October, encouraged us to understand evangelism in this 

way. He told stories of simple things that people had done, 

in humble faithfulness, which had an effect for the good far 

beyond what they could ever have imagined. 
  

There were some 300 of us present from around the 

diocese, so you should be able to find someone who was 

there and ask them to tell you some of these stories, and 

how they were encouraged by what Bishop Stephen said. 
  
Thanking God for this encouragement, this next part is 

especially for you: 

 

 

 



 

 

Take time to stop 
  

Sit in your usual chair at home. If that’s in a busy place, find 

a quieter room / corner and move a chair to sit there. 

Or, if church is open (it should be!) sit quietly there. 

  

When comfortable and relaxed, take one of these sentences 

from Scripture below and read it slowly to yourself, 

letting each phrase thread down into you. Spend several 

minutes doing this. (Don’t scan the other sentences and 

mix them all up—each can wait for another time.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him.   Colossians 3:17 
 

(Jesus is looking up at the paralyzed man’s companions who had 

just lowered him through the broken roof)  

When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your 

sins are forgiven.’ . . . ‘I say to you, stand up, take your mat 

and go to your home.’        Mark 2:5, 11 - my italics 
 

They even carried out the sick into the streets, and laid them 

on cots and mats, in order that Peter’s shadow might fall on 

some of them as he came by.        Acts 5:15 
 

Then Jesus said to him, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ 

The blind man said to him, ‘My teacher, let me see again.’  

Mark 10:51 
  

 



 

 

Continuing in the quiet, think about your life 

What brings joy at the moment? Savour that. 

Where might you be today where you will be in contact with  

others? 
Who do you see regularly? Family? Friends? At work? Those 

who visit your home?  

What are the simple things you do for others, as part of your 

‘routine’? (You probably hardly think about them.) 

  

As the Lord leads, discern one of these people or activities to  

be planted in your heart, and nurtured there by him. 

  

We sometimes sing: 

Freely, freely, you have received; freely, freely give. 

Go in my name and because you believe,  

others will know that I live. 

  

Notice that we don’t sing: 

 ‘Go in my name, equipped and ready for evangelism . . . .’ 

but 

Go in my name and because you believe  

others will know that I live. 

  

We are to do things:  

welcome others 

    listen to others 

        travel alongside others 

            move towards others 

                perhaps speak with others 

with the grace of Jesus in our hearts. 

  

And leave the rest to God! 
  



 

 

Rising from your chair . . . 

Keep going!... 

……  Here’s some more encouragement: 
 

Looking at the people gathered for a general audience,   

Pope Francis asked them if they really believed in God’s love 

for them and his promise of eternal life. 

‘There is only one price to be paid for this’, he said. ‘Opening 

your heart. Open your hearts and God’s power will carry you 

forward. He will do miraculous things and he will teach you 

what hope is.’   

‘Just open your heart to faith and he will do the rest’, he  

added. 

 

  

St Francis once said: ‘It is no use walking anywhere 

to preach unless our walking is our preaching.’  
                                    (not that anyone is being asked to preach!) 

  

Bishop Stephen said ‘I offer an Anglican model for 

doing evangelism, focusing on what every 

individual can do.  I want to inspire people to 

share how God has transformed their life and 

give them the language to explain to others what 

they’ve received.’  
  

Keep at it because you just don’t know . . . 
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