
Dementia Friendly Churches scheme. 

 

This year St. Mary’s, Chirk, and the Offa Mission Area to which St. Mary’s belongs, were recipients of a 

grant for £450 from ESRC IAA/Bangor University as a part of a scheme to help develop Dementia Friendly 

Churches in the dioceses of Bangor and St. Asaph. In March of this year 78 delegates from these dioceses 

attended a Conference in Llangollen on Developing Dementia Friendly Churches. Inspired by the speakers 

there and by Prof. Bob Woods and Revd. Dr. Bob Friedrich who led the conference, many churches put 

forward their ideas for their churches, and 5 recipients across the dioceses were selected. Their funding, 

drawn from Bangor University’s ESRC Acceleration Account and awarded to Professor Woods and the 

Revd. Dr. Bob Friedrich, will help develop projects not only at St. Mary’s, but churches from the following 

Mission Areas: Borderlands, Cedewain, Pool and Bro Cyfeiliog in Mawddwy Mission Area. 

Members of  St. Mary’s, Chirk, were keen to develop the strong links it already has with two local 

organisations, and consulted Chirk Community Hospital which is doing a lot of work to help patients with 

dementia,  and Chirk Court residential home which caters for many people living with this condition. These 

places were asked what they wanted most and so jigsaws have gone to the hospital, and a battery operated 

cat and a DVD on Childhood, to Chirk Court . This October, the vicar of St Mary’s, the Reverend Matt 

Wilkinson, presented the cat to managers of Chirk Court, Mrs Mandi Southern, Activities Organiser, and 

some of the residents. 

St. Mary’s has been very grateful to the above organisations for their advice about how best to direct their 

funding and to members of the Offa Mission Area for their support and help. A Knit and Natter Group in 

Ruabon provided many wonderful Twiddle Muffs. These have been part of the contents of 3 large boxes 

allocated to churches in Offa Mission Area to help  further its Dementia Friendly ministry.  These boxes 

contain material which can be lent out and used by individuals with Dementia and their families and by 

pastoral visitors. The muffs, books, puzzles, jigsaws and CDs should help people share memories and talk 

together as well as stimulate and encourage them. After a year, the boxes will be swapped round so that 

churches can enjoy fresh material. 

Bob Friedrich has suggested that St. Mary’s, Chirk, develop its work further by becoming an official  

Dementia Friendly Church and so discussions are under way. We can therefore look forward to Dementia 

Friendly Training as well as thinking of ways in which the church and services can be made more 

welcoming to people with Dementia. St. Mary’s is keen to share its development with the other churches in 

its Mission Area and churches from other denominations in its locality as Chirk is part of a vibrant 

ecumenical set-up. St. Mary’s, Ruabon, in the same Mission Area , is also considering becoming a Dementia 

Friendly Church. 

Dementia is part of the lives of more and more people today and it is surely important that churches reach 

out to give as much support and encouragement as possible to individuals and families in their communities. 
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