
 

Resource Church—September 2018  1 

The family of St Asaph is a diocese of 228 worshipping communities formed by 

over 7,200 disciples of Jesus Christ, which supports 51 Church schools, who  

educate c.6,200 pupils.  Some of our churches date back to the Age of the 

Saints in the fifth and sixth centuries, others have been established in the twenty

-first century.  We enjoy good relationships with our ecumenical partners,  

particularly the churches with which we are in covenant, and with other faith  

communities.   

 

Even so, we live among a population of 300,000 in north east and central 

Wales, many of whom have had little or no contact with the Christian faith, and 

our belief in the transformative and life giving power of Jesus Christ.  We are 

conscious of the urgent need to find fresh ways to engage the community with 

the Christian message as too often our current worship doesn’t meet identified 

needs.  

 

The Proposal 
 

Now we are proposing to launch a new Church community.  This new  

community is not intended to compete with or distract from our existing  

congregations, but to create something new.  It is to be a place where the 97% 

of people who currently have no contact with the Church, especially those  

under thirty, can come and explore the big questions of life, and experience 

Christian worship and teaching in a new way.  Furthermore, we hope that such 

a facility will become a place from which all Christian communities can be  

resourced and strengthened for their own ongoing witness and Mission. The  

Resource Church will serve and reflect the local community. 
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Why? 
 

We believe that the Christian message of good news in Jesus Christ has a great 

deal to offer people in their lives.  There is a wealth of treasure in the Christian 

tradition, but it needs to be unpacked and reinvigorated in the context of the 

modern world.  Conscious that there is a huge imbalance in the age  

demographic within our current worshipping congregations, we need to find 

new ways to communicate the love of Jesus Christ into the lives of younger  

generations that are relevant and engaging. 

 

What? 
 

We will establish a new site for Christian worship, engagement, discussion and 

service.  This is “Resource Church”, but it is not Church in a way which is  

traditionally recognised.  At its heart will be a team of Christian leaders, who will 

build a life of Christian community - praying, learning and worshipping together.  

There will be Sunday worship at which all are welcome, but which will be in a 

style that seeks to reach out to younger generations.  During the week, all  

comers will be invited into Resource Church in order to learn about Christian 

faith, to deepen their understanding, and explore what it means to be disciples 

of Jesus Christ.  The  Resource Church will be a place of warm welcome, service 

and hospitality for the local and wider community. There will be opportunities to 

go out from Resource Church as well, to learn about and serve our  

communities, and live out God’s message of love through Jesus Christ in  

practical ways.  Finally, we hope that the lessons learned here may be shared 

with all our twenty-one mission areas to encourage and invigorate their mission 

and lives. 

 

Resource Church, as a place, will also be perfectly situated to be a centre 

where people can visit, learn, share and pray intentionally for a culture of spiritu-

al and numerical growth within our diocese.  The desire is to grow disciples to be 

sent out, rather than simply exist to draw in. 
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Where? 
 

Within Wrexham we have our most densely populated area in the diocese, and 

our only urban community with a university.  Experience with resource church 

elsewhere tells us that this is the best environment in which to launch an initiative 

such a resource church and therefore the one most likely to succeed. 

 

We will be looking for a building which is central in Wrexham, and which offers 

space and flexibility for the worship and other activities that Resource Church 

will undertake.  This is unlikely to be a traditional ecclesiastical space, but  

something which can be created from new. 

 

When? 
 

The intention is to use the coming twelve months for planning, and the following 

twelve months laying the foundations in terms of location and leadership, with 

Resource Church being launched in September 2020. 

 

How? 
 

We will not act alone, but in partnership with those who have experience in this 

area.  We wish to begin by partnering with the Church Revitalisation Trust (CRT), 

who have huge experience in this area, and a proven track record of planting 

churches all over the UK.  It will help us create a Resource Church that works 

particularly well with the disciplining of younger generations.  We will also be 

looking to create partnerships with other bodies such as Glyndwr University and 

the St Padarn’s Institute, to create a place of learning and growing for those 

who are exploring a vocation in God’s Church. 

 

We will establish a small body of trustees, headed by the bishop, who will be 

tasked by the Diocesan Standing Committee with delivering the vision.  They will 

work with our partners to recruit the leadership team, and ensure good lines of 

communication with the diocese, the local churches, and the other  

worshipping communities of Wrexham. 
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The leader of Resource Church will be prayerfully identified and chosen  

specifically for their ability and experience to do this task.  This person will spend 

a twelve-month period being trained and equipped by our partners in the CRT, 

learning about large church culture and the setting up of a resource team and 

church. 

 

Around this person, others will be called and trained to form a team able to 

take on this task.  At the same time that the leadership team is being sought 

and trained, the diocese will identify a suitable building for Resource Church. 

 

With an ethos on discipleship rather than attendance-ship, Resource Church will 

always be directed towards calling people to deeper faith, but also on ‘going 

out’ and developing church life across the diocese.  

 

It will be the aim of this model to create missional communities like those seen in 

the New Testament that will be able to go out from Resource Church and  

challenge, invigorate and refresh.  The aim will be to encourage and develop 

new leaders and vocations which will reach out and benefit both rural and ur-

ban contexts. 

 

The vision will be long term, strategic and sustainable, able to create within the 

diocese a place where discipleship becomes not only the priority but the norm.  

Resource Church will be a place where the emphasis lies upon the church as an 

apostolic body that seeks to engage outside its confines and into our  

communities, working with and strengthening the good we already possess 

while constantly looking for new and fresh ways to be Christ in the world. 


