
Making the most of your Heritage 

Churches across the diocese are rich in cultural heritage, housing treasures, features and artefacts 

telling stories of communities throughout the centuries.  For many churches, this unique heritage 

offers opportunities to attract tourists and that’s what St Grwst in Llanwrst is beginning to explore, 

with the help of a Heritage Lottery Fund Grant  

The church has been awarded £80,000 to develop plans and get initial work underway on an 

£800,000 project to uncover the heritage of Gwydir Chapel and St Grwst’s Church, both of which 

date back to the 15th century.  The project will provide new interpretation displays and activities to 

appeal to a wide range of local people and visitors, plus preserve, protect and refurbish the buildings, 

undertaking vital repairs to keep them in good order.   

Bleddyn Hughes, church warden at St Grwst outlines its history and the congregation’s vision.   

St Grwst’s Church, which is a grade 1 listed building, is located on a quiet stretch on the river Conwy. 

Grwst, a sixth century saint, is our patron saint, and his festival is kept on 1 December. The original 

church stood on the banks of river Llechog at Cae Llan. The present site of the church was given by 

Rhun ap Nefydd Hardd, in the eleventh century, as compensation after his father murdered Prince 

Idwal, the son of Owain Gwynedd. 

The building was erected here in 1170 but was damaged by fire during the rebellions of Owain 

Glyndŵr in the early fifteenth century, and it was completely destroyed in 1468 during the War of 

the Roses. The church was rebuilt in 1470. It is believed that the beautiful Rood Screen was moved 

here 66 years later from Aberllechog Abbey, or Maenan Abbey, after the dissolution of the 

monasteries. 

Around this time, William Salisbury would have worshiped here. He was a scholar who was 

responsible for translating most of the Book of Common Prayer as well as the New Testament into 

Welsh in 1567. A memorial to him can be found here.  

Gwydir Chapel 

The notable chapel attached to the building was erected in 1633 by Sir Richard Wynn(e), the son of 

Sir John Wynn(e) as a site for the burial of the Gwydir family members. The chapel contains one of 

Wales' greatest treasures – the sarcophagus of Llywelyn the Great, one of the most powerful princes 

of Wales in the early 13th century 

There are a number of very interesting objects within and outside the church. 

The Vision 

With Llanrwst’s famously beautiful Great Bridge clearly visible from the church’s cemetery, this spot 

is a natural attraction for visitors and residents of the town. As the Church and the Chapel are part of 

the town’s rich heritage, it must be protected and maintained to respond to the demands of the 

present day without compromising the ability of future generations. The Church Committee has 

carefully discussed the way forward. The vision and aims are: 



• Create a community centre that’s comfortable and welcoming, offering alternative 

experiences for all users, particularly children, elderly people and less able people 

• Improve the experience of all users who choose St Grwst’s church to celebrate or as a place 

to reinforce important stages in life 

• Alternative facilities can facilitate the work of the church in the community 

• Provide facilities to be used by voluntary groups for meetings and social gatherings 

• Protect the rich history of the building for the enjoyment of the community and visitors both 

in the present and in the future 

In order to do this, the work will involve: 

• Repair and revamp of the main part of the church and Gwydir Chapel 

• Install glass doors instead of the main doors so that people can see inside on arrival 

• Move the font so that it is the main focus as you reach the building 

• Install kitchen and toilet facilities 

• Improve the lighting and heating systems 

• Remove the seats to create a flexible space for various uses 

• Order new furniture 

• Installing a new sound system 

• Create a brass rubbing centre 

Work is continuing to bring the vision for St Grwst’s to fruition.   

This is an extract of Bleddyn’s original article in Welsh.  You can read the article in full in Welsh at 

http://stasaph.churchinwales.org.uk/news/teuluasaph/ 

 


