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Welcome to the October/November issue of Teulu 
Asaph which is focusing on the forthcoming centenary 
of the end of the First World War.  

It was a daunting task putting this issue together for 
you.  Remembrance can divide people on whether 
an anniversary should be commemorated or 
celebrated.  How do we honour those who sacrificed 
their life while celebrating the peace they fought 
so bravely to restore? It’s a debate which raged 
immediately after the Armistice and continues today.  
This edition of Teulu Asaph offers a few articles to help 
you in your thinking and highlights a few of the many 
events taking place around the diocese.  

Thank you to everyone who sent in information about 
how their church is planning to mark this special 

Remembrance Day this year. The items on pages 
14 and 15 show just how imaginative churches and 
communities are being. Other items of Your News are 
on page 13.

If your church has special plans for Advent, Christmas 
and Epiphany, do let me know for the next edition!

Enjoy this season of mists and mellow fruitfulness.

In this Issue 

Editor: Karen Maurice
karenmaurice@churchinwales.org.uk 
07918 133420

Diocesan Office, High Street, 
St Asaph, LL17 0RD

Karen
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Little things will shape the large
This year we mark the end of World War One, the 
widest conflict experienced by humanity until then.  
Those who experienced it have already gone, and 
its impact is fading, just as the Napoleonic Wars 
have faded into the history textbooks.  However, the 
centenary does allow us a last remembrance while 
we’re still in touch with a reality that shaped world 
history.

The First World War was the first in which mechanisation 
allowed the slaughter of war to become humdrum.  
Great historical warlords like Tamerlane could always 
command their troops to massacre defeated 
populations, but the First World War was the first in 
which run of the mill generals could casually command 
the death of hundreds of troops in a single day.

Nor should we forget that it happened almost by 
accident.  Alliances and posturing meant that once 
Austria-Hungary was determined to punish Serbia for 
the assassination of its Archduke, Russia was bound 
to help Serbia, Germany was bound to help Austria, 
France and Great Britain were bound to help Russia.

In the midst of such huge forces what can a Christian 
do to bring peace?  We should pray, of course, but we 
should also act.  Choose our politicians wisely; do those 
who want our votes strut about or seek conciliation?  
Build international friendship; support international 
charities and events, such as Christian Aid and the 
Llangollen Eisteddfod.  Empower peacemakers and 
choose to support those who work for peace.  Use the 
remembrance of the past to build a commitment for 
the future.  The little things will in the end shape the 
large.

Pethau bach yn llunio’r pethau mawr
Eleni, rydym yn nodi diwedd y Rhyfel Byd Cyntaf, y 
gwrthdaro mwyaf erchyll a brofodd y ddynoliaeth hyd 
at yr adeg honno. Mae’r rhai a’i profodd eisoes wedi 
ymadael â’r byd hwn, ac mae’r effaith a gafodd yn pylu 
bellach, yn union fel y mae’r Rhyfeloedd Napoleonig 
erbyn hyn wedi’u cyfyngu i’r gwerslyfrau hanes. Fodd 
bynnag, mae’r canmlwyddiant yn ein galluogi i gynnal 
coffadwriaeth olaf tra’r ydym ni’n dal i fod mewn 
cysylltiad â realiti a luniodd hanes y byd.

Y Rhyfel Byd Cyntaf oedd y cyntaf lle’r oedd 
mecanwaith yn caniatáu i gyflafan rhyfel fod yn 
rhan o rigol bywyd. Gallai rhyfelgwn mawr hanes fel 
Tamerlane bob amser orchymyn eu milwyr i lofruddio 
poblogaethau a orchfygwyd, ond y Rhyfel Byd Cyntaf 
oedd y cyntaf lle gallai cadfridogion cyffredin arwain 
cannoedd o filwyr at eu marwolaeth mewn un diwrnod.

Ni ddylem ychwaith anghofio ei fod wedi digwydd bron 
yn ddamweiniol. Yn sgil cynghreirio a mursennu, unwaith 
y penderfynodd Awstria-Hwngari gosbi Serbia am 
lofruddiaeth ei Archddug, roedd Rwsia yn rhwymedig 
i helpu Serbia, roedd yr Almaen yn rhwymedig i helpu 
Awstria, a Ffrainc a Phrydain Fawr i geisio helpu Rwsia.

Yng nghanol lluoedd mor fawr, beth all Cristnogaeth 
ei wneud i ddod â heddwch? Dylem weddïo, wrth 
gwrs, ond dylem hefyd weithredu. Dewiswch ein 
gwleidyddion yn ddoeth; a yw’r rhai sydd eisiau ein 
pleidleisiau yn meddwl amdanyn nhw eu hunain yn 
hunanbwysig ynteu’n ceisio cymod? Ceisiwch adeiladu 
cyfeillgarwch rhyngwladol; cefnogwch elusennau a 
digwyddiadau rhyngwladol, fel Cymorth Cristnogol ac 
Eisteddfod Llangollen. Rhowch rym i geidwaid heddwch 
a dewiswch gefnogi’r rhai sy’n gweithio dros heddwch. 
Defnyddiwch goffadwriaeth o’r gorffennol i adeiladu 
ymrwymiad ar gyfer y dyfodol. Bydd y pethau bach yn y 
pen draw yn llunio’r pethau mawr.

Bishop’s Word / Gair gan yr Esgob

3



4

A Lesson to be Learnt?

Joyous celebrations
The armistice came unexpectedly. The news flew 
round the country by telephone and wire, and 
spontaneous celebrations broke out everywhere. 
When the news reached Welshpool, for example, 
a large crowd gathered around the town hall, the 
streets were instantly full of flags and the munitions 
girls marched up the main street with linked arms, 
singing patriotic songs. A service of ‘gladness and 
thanksgiving’ was held in the parish church at 3pm 
that afternoon. 

The need to remember
Very quickly, however, after the joyous thanksgiving, 
the need to mark the deaths of so many men in a 
tangible way became a focus. Throughout the war, 
memorials to individual men had been erected, 
usually in parish churches and chapels. The idea of 
replacing the temporary wooden crosses that marked 
graves on the battlefields with something more 
permanent was formed in 1915, becoming the work of 
the Imperial War Graves Commission in 1917. 

As early as February 1917 a North Wales Heroes’ 
Memorial was proposed. By September 1917 it was 
agreed that there should be a memorial archway 
and a ‘living memorial’: new science buildings for the 
University College of Bangor, as this would meet the 
‘future need for science and scientific work’. It would 
cost £150,000, and this was raised by contributions 
from the north Wales counties and from many 
individuals, in the same way as the university itself had 

been funded in the 1880s. The new science buildings 
were opened in 1926 (above).

By 1919 towns and villages all over the country wanted 
to do something locally to remember all the men from 
their community who had died. 

County, town and village memorials
There was no central governmental plan – people 
were free to do what they thought fitting. Money for 
what was agreed was raised locally, by subscription 
and by fund raising events.

It became clear – from contemporary newspaper 
accounts of the meetings that were held – that 
people’s ideas of what was fitting were polarised. 
Many believed that the only way to honour the 
sacrifice that had been made was by erecting 
a monument, or a statue. For example, the Lord 
Lieutenant of Montgomeryshire, and the county’s 
MP, David Davies, recommended that the county 
memorial should be an austere 50 foot Doric column 
built 1,000 feet up, on the hill above Montgomery. 
Throughout the country many others, however, 
strongly disagreed with this concept, and wanted to 
build a hospital, a memorial hall, a library, a swimming 
pool, a gymnasium – something that would look to the 
future and benefit the living. Still others wanted the 
money raised to go to the widows and dependents 
left behind. 

At meetings the views of returning soldiers were 
canvassed. In Pwllheli the local Comrades of the 
Great War (a precursor of the British Legion) were 

Remembrance Sunday this year marks a hundred years since the signing of the Armistice that brought the First 
World War to a close on the Western Front. How did your community decide to remember the men who had died? 
Frances Ward, First World War researcher from Meifod, describes the choices people made, and asks whether we 
might revise our ideas about the way we honour the sacrifices made on our behalf. 
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A Lesson to be Learnt?

strongly in favour of an extension to the 
hospital, rather than a monument. In 
Abergavenny feelings ran so high 
that the town council decided 
to hold a referendum: ‘Papers 
to be handed to all townspeople 
on Monday and collected in on 
Saturday’.      

What was done
Throughout the war local communities 
had worked and raised money to support 
the war effort. Farmers had held auctions to support 
the Red Cross; women had run rummage sales, sold 
their jewellery, and had sewn and knitted to equip 
hospital beds and provide clothes for the men in 
them; people had bought war bonds to pay for 
guns. When a decision about a war memorial had 
been made, local people began fund raising with 
determination. 

Wrexham Town Council decided in 1918 that they 
would rebuild the 1833 Infirmary as a war memorial, 
and the new hospital was opened in 1926, having 
cost over £100,000. £26,000 (around £1.2m today) 
came from local fund raising, particularly from the 
miners of East Denbighshire, the rest from a bequest. 
Other projects were far more modest. The village of 
Meifod’s war memorial is the chiming clock in the 
church tower, with a ‘suitable tablet’ recording the 
soldiers’ names on the tower wall below the clock. It 
was unveiled on Armistice Day 1921.

How to find out more
Most towns and villages have a war memorial, and 
the best way to find out more about it – what was 
debated, how money was raised, when the memorial 
was unveiled etc – is to use local newspapers and 
town or parish council minute books. The local studies 
section of your library will have newspapers on 
microfilm or microfiche, and/or you can use Welsh 
Newspapers Online, which is provided free by the 
National Library. Town or parish minute books are likely 
to be in your local Records Office, and you can 
search the Records Office index online before making 
a journey.

Is this relevant to us?
Many of the events that have commemorated a 
hundred years since the Great War have focused on 
spectacle and silence. We have seen the flood of 
ceramic poppies, we have brought individual soldiers 
to life through detailed research, we have stood 
in tears and silence in the face of the French and 
Belgian cemeteries.

Is this coming Remembrance Sunday, marking the 
end of WW1, a time to look again at the debate our 
forefathers had at the end of the war about how the 
dead should be commemorated? To bring into our 
services practical plans for making the world we have 
inherited a better place for everyone?

Right: 2.2 million men were injured in WW1, of whom many continued 
to be in physical or mental pain, and around 200,000 were permanently 

disabled. It was small wonder that returning soldiers voted for memorials to 
be hospitals rather than statues. 

Right: The 
workings of the 
chiming clock 
made by Joyce’s 
of Whitchurch and  
installed in the church 
tower as Meifod’s 
memorial to the men from 
the village who died in WW1. 

Charles Williams Wynn memorial: Charles 
Williams Wynn, son of the ‘Big House’ in 

Meifod, was killed at Ypres aged 18 in 
1914. His memorial in the church shows 

an idealised warrior hero.
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As part of events across the country to mark Anti-
Slavery Day on 18 October, St Asaph Cathedral will 
be hosting activities to raise awareness of modern 
slavery/human trafficking.  The Diocese of St Asaph is 
working in partnership with Haven of Light and Conwy 
Voluntary Services Council (CVSC) to encourages 
churches to spot the signs and indicators of slavery. 
Ali Ussery from Haven of Light explains why this is 
important. 

Modern slavery or human trafficking is a terrible crime 
that is becoming a pandemic in our world today.  
Men, women, young people and children from all 
walks of life may be caught in exploitation and abuse.   
Many of the victims have not been brought into this 
country for exploitation but are in fact British nationals 
who have been groomed and abused, often within 
their own communities. 

Spot the signs
Here in north Wales, we are fortunate to live in a 
very safe part of the UK and the world, but even 
north Wales has its issues.  There are official accounts 
recorded by North Wales Police and the Welsh 
Government of abuse through sexual exploitation, 
grooming, forced labour and criminality, county lines 
and other forms of modern slavery.  It is very important 
that our communities know about the signs and 
indicators of exploitation and what to do if anyone 
suspects abuse.  Young people in our schools and 
colleges need to be aware of the dangers of being 

groomed, tricked and coerced into exploitation. This 
is a real crime, where human beings are treated by 
criminals as commodities, simply to make money with 
no concern for the individual’s well-being.  It is going 
on in our towns and cities, rural and coastal areas, 
and we can all do something to about it, even if it is 
simply to become more aware and then phone the 
police.

Collaboration
Haven of Light is a non-profit charitable organisation 
based in north Wales and actively working to further 
develop a network of professionals and charities.  

Collaboration is key, and we have recently met 
with national leaders such as the UK Anti-Slavery 
Commissioner, the Welsh Coordinator, the Clewer 
Initiative, the Salvation Army and many others, as we 
are all very concerned and engaged in this work.  

St Asaph Cathedral
In October we will be hosting a Modern Slavery Forum 
and an Awareness Week to inform communities of the 
realities of modern slavery and how this affects us in 
north Wales.  St Asaph Cathedral will host our ‘Gift Box’ 
display, and information will be available from 15-19 
October.  We also plan to have an information and 
film evening on Friday 19 October as part of the series 
of events, marking Anti-Slavery Day.  

Tackling Modern Slavery 

For more information, visit www.havenoflight.co.uk or email Ali at info@havenoflight.uk
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A new network to support and 
encourage clergy spouses in 
the Church in Wales is being 
launched.  Cefnogaeth is designed 
for all clergy spouses, regardless 
of theological background or 
geographical location.  It’s the 
idea of Cerian Wathan from 
Llansamlet, Swansea, who went 
to a conference in England run 
by a group called the Wives of 
Evangelical Anglican Clergy.  She 

found the few days uplifting and 
spiritually nourishing and has been 
working with other clergy spouses 
from across Wales to create 
Cefnogaeth. 

Cefnogaeth will launch with a 
day conference on Saturday 
17 November at St Edmund’s 
Crickhowell. Further information, 
contact Lesley Cox: 02920 708952 / 
lesleyjcox1@hotmail.com.

A service of celebration will take 
place at St Asaph Cathedral on 
18 October to mark 50 years since 
the first deaconess started in the 
Diocese of St Asaph.  The Revd 
Margaret Harvey (right) was made 
a deaconess in Bagillt Church on 
13 October 1968, only the second 

in the Church in Wales.   The service 
to mark the occasion, organised 
by MAECymru, will be led by the 
Bishop of St Asaph and will be 
followed by refreshments.  The 
service starts at 6pm and all are 
welcome.  

MaeCymru will be holding its Annual 
General Meeting on 3 November 
in Newtown.  Further information 
available at www.maecymru.org.uk  

Life in its Fullness

50 years since the first deaconess

Cefnogaeth: a support group for clergy spouses

The Diocesan Conference on 13 
October in Wrexham will see the 
launch of St Asaph’s Under 25s 
Vision.  Entitled Life in its Fullness, 
the document will be circulated 
to every Mission Area and the 
diocesan under 25s officer will 
be supporting them to find new 
and creative ways to work with 
young people.  Life in its Fullness 
offers three lenses through which 
work with young people can 
be planned, developed and 
critiqued: 
• Encountering God
• Knowing God
• Transforming Communities and    
    the World

For the first time, this year’s 
Diocesan Conference includes 
20 under 25s representatives. For 
a copy of Life in its Fullness, email 
Tim Feak: timfeak@cinw.org.uk.

Two holiday hunger projects run 
by churches across the diocese 
were awarded grants by Asda over 
the summer.  Asda Rhyl gave their 
biggest ever grant to the Feed the 
Children project in Rhyl (above)
run by members of the Aber-
Morfa Mission Area.  They have 
been providing packed lunches 
to children at the Rhyl Adventure 
Playground for the last three years.  
Will Morcambe from the Adventure 

Playground, said: “The lack of free 
school meals in the holidays is a 
real issue. We are so grateful to the 
church for their support.”

The holiday hunger project based 
at St Mark’s Church in Caia Park 
also received £1,000 from Asda in 
Wrexham.  It provided 350 packed 
lunches every week of the school 
holidays which were delivered to 
two nearby play centres.

News / Newyddion

Support for holiday hunger projects
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Heddwch Nain/ Mamgu 

Apél Merched Cymru i Ferched  
America 1924
Ar ôl y golled enfawr o anwyliaid yn ystod y rhyfel byd 
cyntaf, llofnododd 390,296 o ferched Cymru Ddeiseb 
yn galw am fyd di- ryfel ac am sefydlu fforwm i drafod 
opsiynnau eraill yn hytrach na mynd i ryfel.

Aeth dirprwyaeth o fenywod o Gymru â’r ddeiseb 
i America. Fe’i cyflwynwyd mewn cynhadledd yn 
Efrog Newydd yn 1924, lle’r oedd 400 o fenywod 
Americanaidd yn cynrychioli 54 o sefydliadau gydag 
aelodaeth gyfunol o tua 16 miliwn o fenywod. Yna 
fe wnaethon nhw deithio i Washington i gwrdd â’r 
Arlywydd Calvin Coolidge cyn dychwelyd i Gymru.

Geiriau olaf y gofeb: ‘The future is big with hope if we, 
as the women of this generation do our part ... with 
malice towards none, with charity for all, ... to aid in 
the effort to hand down to the generations which 
come after us the proud heritage of a warless world.’

A oedd eich nain/ mamgu chi yn un ohonynt? Gan 
fod y Ddeiseb wedi ei ddosbarthu i bob ty a fferm yng 
Nghymru a dros 60% o ferched y wlad wedi codi eu 
llais trwy lofnodi, mae siawns dda iawn bod eich nain/
mamgu yn eu mysg. 

Apel Merched 
Cymru i Ferched  
y Byd 2024
Dyma’ch cyfle i gael llais ac i lofnodi yr un math o 
Ddeiseb.  Nód HEDDWCH NAIN/MAMGU

Ar ôl diwedd y Rhyfel Byd Cyntaf roedd llawer o bobl yn ceisio creu byd heb ryfel. 
Mae Anna-Jane Evans, o brosiect o’r enw Heddwch Nain/Mamgu yn esbonio sut 
y gwnaeth menywod Cymru arwain y ffordd mewn cysylltiadau rhyngwladol.

Cadarnhau galwad Nain/Mamgu trwy 
gasglu llofnodion eu disgynyddion (merched 
a dynion) ar Ddeiseb ein dyddiau ni, 
Gwahoddir hefyd pawb o bob cefndir sy’n 
rhannu’r weledigaeth i lofnodi a pharhau i 
fynegi’r dyhead am fyd di-ryfel.

Cael copi o’r Ddeiseb wreiddiol yn ól o 
America fel bod cyfle i gymunedau chwilio 
am enwau Nain/Mamgu penodol.

Rhannu’r stori.  Beth am drefnu cyfarfod 
i ddysgu mwy a chlywed yr hanes? – 
cysylltwch ag Anna Jane 0790 154 5114 / 
heddwchnain.mamgu@gmail.com 
Dyma’ch cyfle i sicrhau nad ydyw’r gobaith 
a’r dyhead am fyd-di-ryfel byth yn cael ei 
dawelu

•

•

•

C O F I O   :   D A T H L U   :  G W I R E D D U
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Nain / Mamgu’s Peace

The Women of Wales’s 
Appeal to the Women of 

America 1924
After the huge loss of loved 
ones during the First World 

War 390,296 women in Wales 
signed a petition calling for a 

world without war and for the 
establishment of a forum that would 

seek alternative solutions to avoid war.

A delegation of women from Wales took the petition to 
America (above).  It was presented at a conference 
in New York in 1924 where there were 400 American 
women representing 54 organisations with a combined 
membership of around 16 million women.  They then 
travelled to Washington to meet President Calvin 
Coolidge before returning to Wales. 

The final words on the Petition Appeal are: ‘The future 
is big with hope if we, as the women of this generation 
do our part ... with malice towards none, with charity 
for all, ... to aid in the effort to hand down to the 
generations which come after us the proud heritage of 
a warless world.’

Was your grandmother one of them who signed the 
petition?  Since it was delivered to every house and 
farm in Wales and over 60% of the women of Wales 
made their voices heard with their signatures, it is very 
likely that your nain/mamgu is amongst them. 

The Women of Wales’s Appeal to the 
Women of the World 2024
Nain/ Mamgu’s Peace is an opportunity to raise your 
voice now and to sign a similar petition today.
The aims of Nain/Mamgu’s Peace are:

After the end of the First World War, many people looked to create a world without war.  Anna-Jane Evans, from a 
project called Nain/Mamgu’s Peace explains how the women of Wales led the way in international relations.

To give Nain/Mamgu’s descendants (women or 
men) an opportunity to confirm their grandmother’s 
call by signing today’s petition.  Also invited are 
those from other backgrounds who share the vision 
and who wish to continue the tradition of expressing 
their longing for a warless world.  

To bring the original Petition back from America 
so that communities can look for the names of 
individuals.

To share the story.  Why not arrange a meeting to 
learn more and hear the full story?  Contact Anna 
Jane on 0790 154 5114 / heddwchnain.mamgu@
gmail.com. This is your opportunity to ensure that 
the hope and longing for a warless world is never 
silenced.

•

•

•

R E M E M B E R I N G  :   C E L E B R A T I N G  :  A C H I E V I N G
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Pause for Thought / Munud i Feddwl

Wrth inni nesau at ganmlwyddiant diwedd Rhyfel 1914-
18, i lawer mae’r dilemma yn codi a’i dathlu neu cofio 
sy’n addas? Y Parchedig Nia Catrin Williams CF, 
Caplan i Ail Gatrawd Signalau a Garsiwn Efrog, sy’n 
myfyrio ar y cwestiwn.

Yn fy ieuenctid cefais gyfle i ddysgu am brofiadau fy 
nhaid a’i frawd yn y Rhyfel Mawr.  Wrth ymuno ag ef 
yn ei bader wrth noswylio, sylweddolais mai cyndyn 
iawn oedd ei ddathliad, ond mawr oedd ei ddiolch 
am ddychwelyd, ac na fyddai bywyd byth yr un fath.  
Roedd yn hoff o fynegi hyn drwy ddefnyddio geiriau 
bachgen arall o Feirionydd, sef y bardd Hedd Wyn o’r 
awdl Y Rhyfel:

 ‘Mae swn yr ymladd ar ein clyw,  
 A’i gysgod ar fythynod tlawd.’

A minnau bellach yn Gaplan yn y Fyddin, rwyf finnau 
hefyd yn profi, ymysg y milwyr ac yn  enwedig eu 
teuluoedd, am ‘gysgod’ rhyfel mae Hedd Wyn yn son 
amdano.  Mae llawer o’r milwyr presennol wedi profi 
gwasanaeth milwrol yn Iraq ac Afganistan, ond er fod y 
cyd-destun yn dra wahanol, maent yn uniaethu gyda’r 
golled a’r aberth ond hefyd yn diolch am ddychwelyd 
adref. 

Eleni mae ymgyrch ‘There But Not There’ i mi yn mynegi’r 
hyn sy’n holl bwysig am Sul y Cofio drwy ddefnyddio’r 
penawdau, ‘Cofio,  Addysgu, Iachau’.  Efallai y byddai 
o gymorth i chi wrth ystyried nodi canmlwyddiant 
diwedd Rhyfel 1914-18.

As we approach the centenary of the end of the First 
World War many will ask the question, how do we 
mark such an occasion appropriately - celebrate or 
commemorate? Reverend Nia Catrin Williams CF, 
Chaplain to 2 Signal Regiment & York Garrison, 
reflects on the question.

During my youth I had the opportunity of listening to and 
learning from my own grandfather’s experiences of the 
Great War and that of his brother’s.  I used to stay with 
him often and when I would join him for prayer before 
bedtime, I came to realise that he was slow to celebrate 
his return but instead was full of thanksgiving that he had 
lived but obviously as a very changed man. In those 
valuable conversations with him he would often recite 
some lines from the poet Hedd Wyn. His words from the 
poem War are translated by Alan Llwyd:

‘Of battlefields now casts upon 
Our homes the shadow of the war.’

As a serving Army chaplain, I too recall those words 
and have come to understand ‘the shadow of war’ 
that Hedd Wyn writes about, especially on serving 
personnel’s families.  Many to whom I currently minister 
are veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan, and although the 
context of the conflict is different, they identify with the 
sacrifice and loss of comrades, giving thanks for their 
own safe return.  

For me, the ‘There But Not There’ campaign, which aims 
to Commemorate, Educate, Heal, is an important tool 
to help us reflect on the centenary of the First World War: 
www.therebutnotthere.org.uk
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Resources / Adnoddau

Christian Aid’s 2018 Harvest Appeal 
will go even further this year.  Every 
£1 you give will be worth £5, thanks 
to funding from the European 
Union. That’s five times the number 
of lives which can be transformed 
this year.  It’s women like Aster (left) 
in Ethiopia who will benefit.  She 
joined with women in her village 
to open a shop powered by the 
sun. With training, Aster and her 

‘sisters’ have turned their shop 
into a thriving business.   Aster now 
has freedom and power over her 
own life. She’s able to pay for her 
children’s healthcare, send them 
to school and save for her young 
family’s future.  Find out more about 
the Christian Aid Harvest Appeal at 
www.christianaid.org.uk/harvest-
appeal

Every year millions of people 
observe the Two Minute Silence. 
Hope Publishing has produced 
a beautifully illustrated booklet, 
Silence, to give away at 
Remembrance events.  It invites 
readers to look back with gratitude 
for the sacrifice made by so 

many in war, and to reflect on 
eternal themes of faith, hope and 
love. Single Copies £2.00. Pack 
of 10, £10.00 (£1.00 per copy). 
Also available in boxes of 200, 
£50.00 (25p per copy). You can 
preview the booklet at www.
remembrance100.co.uk/silence

As churches or house groups reflect 
on the centenary of the war, Hear My 
Cry, produced by the Bible Society, 
provides a resource for reflection, 
with individuals’ stories, readings 
and Psalms.  In addition, there are 

resources for Sunday services and 
material for school lesson plans.  Find 
out more at: www.biblesociety.org.
uk/what-we-do/england-and-wales/
world-war-1/ww1-church-resources/

The Bible and World War 1

Light Parties

Harvest Appeal

Silence 

Does your church wonder what to 
do for children and young people 
at Halloween?  Light Parties are a 
Christian alternative for Halloween 
and a great way of reaching out to 
your community with the good news 
of Jesus.  Scripture Union’s Light Party 
Pack is designed to help your church 

or organisation run a Light Party in 
your community.  It’s full of ideas for 
games, crafts and ways to talk with 
children and young people about the 
good news of Jesus.  Find out more 
at https://content.scriptureunion.org.
uk/what-we-do/new-initiatives/light-
parties-2018
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Schools  / Ysgolion

God Bless the NHS!

Year 6 pupils at St Mary’s School in 
Brymbo celebrated the end of their 
primary education with a retreat to 
Pennant Melangell near Llangynog 
in July.  The children walked to 
the Shrine Church of St Melangell 

from the village, made crosses 
in the gardens and celebrated 
the Eucharist. The retreat was 
an opportunity to reflect before 
moving onto secondary school.

The Foundation Phase at St Mary’s 
Church in Wales Primary School, 
Ruabon enjoyed learning about 
mini beasts last term. The nursery 
and reception classes enjoyed 
watching caterpillars turn into 
cocoons and emerge as butterflies 
in the classroom. The reception 

class was excited to see the 
Monarch butterflies released into 
the school’s new spiritual garden. 
A mini beast assembly for parents 
and friends saw the children recite 
Arabella Miller’s Caterpillar poem 
and the rhyme Incy Wincy Spider.

As the UK marked 70 years since the NHS was 
launched a quiet ecumenical pilgrimage passed 
through the diocese, writes the Revd Dylan Parry-
Jones. Phil Wall and Bethan Walking from St David’s 
Uniting Church in Pontypridd started 
their journey in Rhyl on the 7 July and 
walked through Wales collecting 
postcards of thanks for the NHS which 
they delivered to the Senedd on the 
17 July. 

Inspired by this celebration the Ruthin 
group of churches held their Sunday 
worship on the 26 August in the day 
room of our Community Hospital. A 
gently joyful gathering of patients and staff of the 
Menlli ward were joined by worshippers from around 
the Dyffryn Clwyd Mission Area and beyond to give 
thanks for the NHS. David Miller, a retired surgeon and 
reader from Denbigh Mission Area, offered reflections 
on healing and wholeness and the Eucharist was 
offered in thanksgiving for the NHS and for the 
healing and wholeness of the world.   

Wrth i’r DU marcio 70 mlynedd ers i’r GIG lansio, aeth 
pererindod eciwmenaidd dawel drwy’r esgobaeth. 
Dechreuodd Phil Wall a Bethan Walking, o Eglwys 
Unedig Dewi Sant ym Mhontypridd, eu taith yn y Rhyl 

ar y 7fed o Orffennaf a cherdded i lawr trwy 
Gymru yn casglu cardiau post o ddiolch 

i’r GIG a gyflwynwyd i’r 
Senedd ar 17 Gorffennaf. 

Wedi’i ysbrydoli gan y 

dathliad hwn, cynhaliodd 
grŵp eglwysi Rhuthun eu 
haddoliad Sul ar Awst 26 yn 
ystafell ddydd ein Hysbyty 
Cymunedol. Ymunodd 
addolwyr o gwmpas Ardal 

Genhadaeth Dyffryn Clwyd â chleifion a staff 
ward Menlli i roi diolch am y GIG. Mi wnaeth David 
Miller, llawfeddyg wedi ymddeol a darllenydd o Ardal 
Genhadaeth Dinbych, cynnig myfyrdod ar iachâd 
a chyfanrwydd a chynigiwyd yr Ewcharist mewn 
diolchgarwch i’r GIG ac am iachâd a chyfanrwydd y 
byd. (Parch Dylan Parry-Jones)

Marking the end and reflecting for the future

Mini Beasts in Ruabon

Duw a Bendithia’r GIG



13

Your News / Eich Newyddion Chi

All creatures great and small

Mark’s legacy continues

Sioe Meirionnydd
Ymunodd gwirfoddolwyr o 
eglwysi a chapeli o gwmpas 
Corwen a’r Bala gyda’i gilydd 
i gynnig gweithgareddau 
plant yn Sioe Meirionnydd ar 
Stad Rhug. Y thema ar gyfer y 
gweithgareddau oedd bod Iesu 
yr un ddoe, heddiw ac am byth.

Meirionnydd Show 

Volunteers from churches and 
chapels around Corwen and Bala 
joined together to offer children’s 
activities at the Meirionnydd 
Show on the Rhug Estate.  The 
theme for the activities was Jesus 
is the same yesterday, today and 
forever.

The work of St Francis of Assisi 
was celebrated at Ss Trinio, Peter 
and Paul Church in Llandrinio 
on 12 Augusts writes Myfanwy 
Lloyd.  Eight dogs, one rabbit and 
two little boys dressed as cats 
came to an open-air pet service.  
A lovely selection of readings 
about creation, dogs, cats and 
horses were read by members 
of the church.  The service was 
led by Revd Phillip Harratt who 
accompanied the hymn singing 
on his accordion.  He then blessed 
each animal, along with a photo 

of two chocolate Labradors.  Hazel 
Foxall put together the service, 
which included a re-worded 
version of He’s got the whole world 
in his hand.  A collection of £82 is 
being donated to The Peoples’ 
Dispensary for Sick Animals.

A legacy of Mark Yaconelli’s visit to 
the diocese has been the formation 
of a spirituality team, writes the 
Revd Sally Baird.  

Six members of this led a Quiet Day 
for Mynydd Isa Local Ecumenical 
Partnership (MILEP) at Noddfa 
Retreat Centre, Penmaenmawr on 
the feast day of the Transfiguration.  
This story was used to introduce us 
to ways of praying that included 
Lectio Divina and Imaginative 
Contemplation.  As the weather 
was good we were able to make 
use of the beautiful grounds and 
the two labyrinths, as aids to prayer. 

The community of Abergele 
gathered at St Michael’s Church 
on 20 August to remember the 

33 people who died in the town’s 
train tragedy 150 years ago, writes 
the Revd Kate Johnson.  33 sprigs 
of rosemary, as well as a wreath 
given by the Mayor of Abergele, 
Cllr Mike Bird, were laid at the 
memorial where all those who 
died are buried.  Among the 
words spoken at the service were: 
“People from this community and 
nearby as well as those who came 

from afar perished in this terrible 
incident after boarding the train 
with no cause for alarm or harm 
of any sort.  But we now know that 
there was reason for great concern 
that ended in unimaginable dire 
consequences…. We cannot 
fathom the immense loss to the 
bereaved families, and those 
who held in silence unspeakable 
memories of this event.”

Train crash commemoration in Abergele
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Revd Brian Harvey: In 
2014 on the anniversary 

that war was declared, we 
commemorated the event in the Church of St Mary 
and St David with a series of readings, music and 
silences. The church was candlelit, and, by the end, 
the church was in darkness and everyone (over 150) 
left in silence. 

Four years on, we will commemorate the conclusion 
of the First World War with a similar evening service 
(again, with readings, music and silences). This time 
we will begin in darkness and end with the church 
fully candlelit again.  During the service, the names 
of all Flint people who lost their lives in the War will be 
read out and school children will light candles in their 
memory.

We are working in partnership with the Royal British 
Legion, the Town Council, and local schools are 
involved. We anticipate an even larger attendance 
than in 2014, and again would expect to see 
members of the Armed Forces (past and present) as 
well as Air and Army Cadets. 

Other events are planned in the town around this one. 
In church towards the end of October we will install 
ten There But Not There silhouettes which we have 
been awarded by the Armed Forces Covenant 
Fund. These will be complemented by displays and 
the church will be open each day in the run-up to 
Armistice Day. Tommy silhouettes will be erected 
on the main routes into Flint and at various public 
buildings.

In church on Friday 9 November our weekly coffee 
morning for residents will raise funds for the Poppy 
Appeal. On Sunday 11 November a morning service 
for the town will be held in St John’s United Reformed 
Church, followed by the Two-Minute Silence at the 
Town’s War Memorial during which the names of the 
fallen will again be read out. 

In the afternoon of Remembrance Sunday there will 
be our annual service at the War Memorial for the 
Armed Forces and civilians 
of the town, followed by 
a parade through the 
town.  

Churches across the country are being encouraged to ring their bells at 12.30pm 
on 11 November, as the bells would have been rung across the country 100 

years ago that day to mark the end of the First World War.  Across the diocese, 
many churches and communities are planning their own events to remember 

those who sacrificed their lives.  Here are just a few. 

Cymru’n Cofio |  Wales Remembers 1914-1918

Flint Commemorates and Remembers

Remembering in Deganwy
Pat Chapman: All Saints Church, Deganwy will hold a 
Commemoration of the end of the First World War on 
Wednesday 7 November at 7pm. A series of readings 
from the time will retell the events from 1914 to the 
Armistice in 1918. The names of the one hundred 
and seven men named on the War Memorial in 

the church will 
be read out. The 
commemoration will 
also include the laying of 
a wreath by the Mayor of 
Conwy, Cllr Samantha Cotton.
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Ann Owen: At St Giles’ 
Church, Wrexham, the 

WW1 Commemoration will 
be marked on 11 November 

in several ways. The Vicar, the 
Revd Dr Jason Bray, will be at 

the Cenotaph, and the St Giles’ 
Bells will be ringing half-muffled from 10am-10.45am.  
The Bells are planned to be rung open between 
2.30pm and 3pm and may resume at 7.05pm. 

Within St Giles’, an extensive flow of poppies will be 
in place, reaching out from the Town War Memorial 
inside the Royal Welsh Fusiliers Chapel into the Church.   
At 6pm, a special service will be held, attended by 
the Bishop of St Asaph, the Rt Revd Gregory Cameron 
and the Mayor of Wrexham.  It will involve the Rhos 
Orpheus Choir and will include appropriate hymns, 
songs and the readings of poems by Wilfred Owen 
and Hedd Wyn.  The service will be followed by 
the lighting of a Beacon at 7pm on top of  St Giles’ 
Church Tower. 

Jean Morris: At 4pm on Sunday 11 November 
the Social Committee of St Margaret’s Church in 
Garden Village Wrexham will run A Tommy’s Tale to 
commemorate the end of the First World War. Actor 
John Overton will be a Private in the Royal Welch 
Fusiliers, and will entertain guests with anecdotes, and 
lead community singing. He will be helped by the 
church organist, David Evans as they both perform 
a Concert Party.  Concert Parties were important to 
raise morale and deter the troops from seeking other 
diversions!

Among the renowned writers who served with the 
Fusiliers in WW1 were Robert Graves and Siegfried 
Sassoon who both had links with Wales and whose 
poems will be included in the evening.  Robert 
Graves enlisted at the outbreak of war and was 
commissioned into the 3rd Battalion in August 
1914. Siegfried Sassoon, who was in service with 

the Sussex Yeomanry when war was declared, was 
commissioned into the 3rd Battalion (Special Reserve) 
at Wrexham in May 1915 and transferred to the 1st 
Battalion at the Western Front in November 1915.

The Concert Party will be followed by a light tea 
and an opportunity to view a display of artefacts 
and photographs from church members and some 
WW1 posters and propaganda, courtesy of Jennifer 
Watson of St Bartholomew’s Church, Sealand.  Music 
composed in the trenches by Ivor Gurney, an English 
WW1 poet and composer, will be played during the 
tea.  Entry is by ticket costing £3 which are available 
from church members from mid-October or via email 
to Jean: jeand.morris@btinternet.com. 

Commemoration in Wrexham

A Tommy’s Tale in Garden Village, Wrexham  

Cake of Peace in Prestatyn
Revd David Ash: In Prestatyn we are already 
supporting the ‘Remembrance 100’ campaign which 
is 100 days of prayer emulating that leading up to 
the first Armistice. We have copies of the Silence 
book (which is very good) to give to those attending 
the Civic Service on Remembrance Sunday.  Rather 

than a 
Peace Party 
which was also 
suggested we are having a 
special cake with the invitation to 
have a ‘Piece of Cake of Peace’.
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The church grounds around St Peter’s in Holywell have been 
transformed over the last four years.  Roberta Owen explains how 
the congregation has enhanced their church with an orchard and 
wildflower meadow.

St Peter’s is lucky to have quite a big grassy area – formerly an 
ancient graveyard – outside its modern new building.  About four 
years ago, with permission granted by the diocese, the decision 
was taken to develop an orchard and wildflower meadow.                                                               

With a grant of around £3,500 from the Community Foundation 
of the Dulverton Trust, we contracted North Wales Wildlife to 
direct operations over the next two years. The grant enabled the 
purchase of our fruit and nut trees (all Welsh heritage varieties), wildflower 

seeds, peat-free compost and stakes plus tools such as pitchforks, 
scythes and a hand hay-baler.  It also financed a series of workshops 
covering orchard planting, turf stripping, scything and apple pressing. 

This project has proved a great opportunity for getting to know 
each other, having fun, and has attracted non-church members.  
The heritage orchard volunteers also carry out general gardening 
around the grounds, with lunch often prepared by one of the church 
members.  The church warden has been and continues to be very 
committed to this initiative and acts as ‘foreman’ – drumming up 
support for workshops, directing operations, and giving the trees 
plenty of TLC.

A recent venture – in addition to the planting of an olive tree – has 
been to introduce two beehives, and these now have bees in residence.   One Sunday 
morning in mid-July, the congregation trooped outside during the service, through the 
beautiful orchard for ‘the blessing of the bees’ by our vicar, the Revd Aidan Coleman.

We would certainly encourage other churches to consider planting an orchard and/
or keeping bees if they have suitable land available. Not only does this help ‘build local 
resilience’ in the face of any quite possible future food shortages but is also helping the 
environment - if only in a small way.                    

                 
“God evolved the planet to have its own built-in carbon absorbers: plants, especially trees. 
It is no co-incidence that at the heart of the Garden of Eden was the sacred Tree of Life…….    
The answer to restoring balance is right in front of us – not only to stop fossil-fuel emissions but 
also to start major reforestation to absorb our past contributions, and regreen our planet”
From Following St Francis by Marybeth Lorbiecki

Sweet and Fruitful at St Peter’s in Holywell 


