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In this Issue
From the Editor
Welcome to this edition of Teulu Asaph and I hope it’s

others what works, how growth is happening or how

beginning to feel warmer with you after the icy blast of

challenges are being overcome. Pages 14 and 15

early Spring.

showcase the many ways you are reaching into your

We’re looking ahead to new life and new beginnings

local communities and seeking new opportunities for

in this edition, as we savour and enjoy the 50 days

growth. Some of them might be worth pinching to try

of the Easter festival. With new lambs skipping

in your own church!

through the fields, we look at the work of the Farming

Please keep sending me your news, photos, articles

Community Network and its call for more volunteers in

and ideas.

North Wales. We’re thinking about Rogation Sunday
which falls in May and how it reminds us of the “times
and seasons of life”.
I’m really encouraged by all your news from across
the diocese; the new, different and bold services,
activities, events and fund-raising ideas taking place.
Teulu Asaph is a terrific way to share ideas, to tell

Karen

Editor: Karen Maurice
karenmaurice@churchinwales.org.uk
07918 133420
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Bishop’s Word / Gair gan yr Esgob

Enjoy a festival;
savour the moment

Mwynhewch ŵyl;
ymhyfrydwch yn y foment

The count has begun. I can’t know when you’ll read

Mae’r cyfrif wedi dechrau. Does dim modd i mi

this, but it will probably be somewhere in the count

wybod pryd y byddwch chi’n darllen hwn, ond mae’n

of the fifty days which come between Easter and

debyg y bydd hi ryw dro yn ystod yr hanner cant o

Pentecost (which literally means the fiftieth day). In the

ddiwrnodau sy’n dod rhwng y Pasg a’r Pentecost (sy’n

modern world, we often love anticipating a festival.

golygu’r hanner canfed diwrnod yn llythrennol). Yn y

The Christmas shopping starts immediately after

byd modern, rydyn ni’n aml wrth ein bodd yn edrych

Bonfire Night, the Easter eggs - sorry, the chocolate

ymlaen at ŵyl. Mae’r siopa Nadolig yn cychwyn yn

eggs - go on sale after Christmas. The summer holiday

syth ar ôl Noson Tân Gwyllt, ac mae’r wyau Pasg -

adverts start on Boxing Day. All the excitement is in

mae’n ddrwg gen i, yr wyau siocled – ar werth ar ôl y

the expectation, and once we’re through the big day,

Nadolig. Mae’r hysbysebion gwyliau haf yn dechrau

it is on to the next date in the diary.

cael eu dangos ar Ŵyl San Steffan. Mae’r holl gyffro

Church time is different. Rather like a good meal,

yn y disgwyl, ac ar ôl i ni fynd drwy’r diwrnod mawr,

we are meant to enjoy a festival, and savour the

ymlaen â ni at y dyddiad nesaf yn y dyddiadur.

moment, reflect on the occasion, and draw inspiration

Mae amser yr Eglwys yn wahanol. Yn debyg i bryd o

for the future over a period of days or months after

fwyd da, rydyn ni i fod i fwynhau gŵyl, a mwynhau’r

the event. Great festivals have octaves (eight days),

funud, myfyrio ar yr achlysur, a chael ein hysbrydoli

greater ones have twelve days, or forty (Christmas to

ar gyfer y dyfodol dros gyfnod o ddiwrnodau neu

Candlemas), and Easter has fifty.

fisoedd ar ôl y digwyddiad. Mae ambell ŵyl fawr yn

We are called throughout this time to reflect on the

wythnoswyl (wyth diwrnod), mae rhai mwy sylweddol

ongoing impact of the Resurrection, which is not
a once off historical event alone, but the abiding

yn para deuddeg diwrnod, neu ddeugain (o’r Nadolig
i Ŵyl Fair y Canhwyllau), ac mae hanner cant o

presence of the living Christ. If the Resurrection was

ddyddiau’n perthyn i Ŵyl y Pasg.

good news for the disciples - Jesus had conquered

Cawn ein galw drwy gydol yr amser hwn i fyfyrio ar

death and opened the gate to eternal life - then the

effaith barhaus yr Atgyfodiad, sy’n fwy na digwyddiad

fifty days of Easter become a period when we think

hanesyddol unwaith yn unig, ond yn bresenoldeb y

about how his new life may transform our own.

Crist byw. Os oedd yr atgyfodiad yn newyddion da

New life, new beginnings, new grace. May the Risen

i’r disgyblion - roedd Iesu wedi trechu marwolaeth ac

Christ guide you forward into the future.

agor y glwyd i fywyd tragwyddol - yna daw hanner
can diwrnod y Pasg yn gyfnod pan fyddwn ni’n
meddwl am sut gall ei fywyd newydd drawsnewid ein
bywyd ninnau.
Bywyd newydd, dechreuadau newydd, gras newydd.
Boed i’r Crist Atgyfodedig eich arwain ymlaen i’r
dyfodol.
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Practical and pastoral support for farming families
The Farming Community Network
provides practical and pastoral

confidential national helpline and e-helpline which is
open every day from 7am-11pm. Approximately 40

support for farming families. With a

of FCN’s 400+ volunteers are based in Wales, many

rise in the number of referrals for

of whom provide practical and pastoral support to

that support, it’s seeking new

anyone who seeks help, whether the issue is personal

volunteers in North Wales, as its

or business-related. They are there to help for as long

Regional Director, David Williams
explains.
We have so much for which to thank
Welsh farmers. As well as providing
high-quality food and drink, they are

as it takes, ‘walking with’ people and helping them
find a positive outcome to their situation.
That first conversation with FCN can be a huge
obstacle to overcome but trying to express your
emotions in a second language makes that obstacle

also responsible for preserving the beautiful Welsh

even greater – and for many within the farming

countryside, protecting the environment and looking

community in Wales, English is their second language.

after local wildlife.

Recently, FCN has seen a surge in support in Wales

But times are tough for farmers. They are regularly

from a variety of stakeholders, including agricultural

forced to deal with uncontrollable issues such as

organisations, mental health services and government

animal disease, fluctuating market prices and the

agencies. As such, the number of people in Wales

weather. Farming can also be a very isolating and

turning to FCN for support is increasing.

lonely occupation, which requires spending many

Therefore, we are looking for people to join our

hours with little or no form of social interaction. Farmers
also deal with issues in their personal life, such as
relationship breakdowns, physical health problems
and bereavement.

expanding network of volunteers. We are particularly
keen to recruit Welsh-speaking volunteers who could
take calls on our national helpline. You don’t need
to be from a farming or agricultural background to

All of this means that the farming community is highly

become an FCN volunteer – you just need to be

susceptible to poor mental health. Sadly, more than

passionate about helping the farming community.

one farmer a week in the UK dies by suicide.
Simply talking to someone is often the first step to
improving one’s mental health – this is where The
Farming Community Network (FCN) can help.

Further information about volunteering with FCN is

FCN is a charity that supports members of the farming

available at www.fcn.org.uk/volunteering.

community through difficult times. The charity runs a
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Sue Hudson, a member of Llanbedr DC Church near Ruthin, is the Chair of the FCN in North Wales. She explains
the origins of the local group and how it works.
The North Wales FCN Group was started in 2006

Confidentiality is paramount. Our involvement has

when the Cheshire agricultural chaplain found that

resulted from worries about paperwork, inheritance,

he couldn’t give the necessary time to such a large

TB, family disputes, adverse weather, loan sharks, and

area. We, as a group, have been trying to increase

many other things, but over-riding everything are

our volunteer numbers at the same time as there has

financial concerns. FCN cannot provide money, but

been an increase in the public awareness of the FCN

we are there to give emotional support.

ethos and support network. In recent years there has

FCN was originally set up as a charity calling itself

been a positive step to include Welsh speakers which
is so important within the farming community.

Farm Crisis Network. A few years ago, it changed its
name while keeping the FCN initials. The ‘C’ became

The aim of FCN volunteers is to ‘walk with’ someone

‘Community’ with the hope that by providing

from the farming community who needs support. The

friendship and support we would be able to be there

referral comes via the national helpline and is given

before there was an actual crisis. With things as they

to a local volunteer via a regional co-ordinator. In

are in this uncertain time we are seriously looking for

North Wales, we are unusual in that we have joint co-

more volunteers to help us.

ordinators who have week on/week off responsibility.

If you would like to volunteer or would like to find out
more, please contact me: sue@penywaen.com.

The FCN national helpline is 03000 111 999
or you can find information and resources at
www.fcn.org.uk
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Wales’ first Dementia Support Officer
The Diocese of St Asaph has appointed the Church in

Two half-day training events entitled

Wales’ first Dementia Support Officer. The Revd Dr Bob

Becoming a Dementia Friendly

Friedrich is encouraging the churches of the Diocese

Church will be held around the Diocese.

to embed ‘Dementia Friendly Churches in Dementia

The Diocesan Engagement Officer, Sarah Wheat,

Friendly Communities’. He explains how your church

an Alzheimer’s Society Dementia Champion is

can become dementia friendly.

conducting Dementia Friends Information sessions in

In October 2017, the Diocese of St Asaph became

various locations.

the second Anglican Diocese in the UK to be certified

One church has already been awarded the status

by the Alzheimer’s Society as ‘Working to Become

of ‘Working to Become Dementia Friendly’ by the

Dementia Friendly.’ This opened the door to the

Diocese of St Asaph: All Saints in Newtown runs events

Diocese now certifying individual churches in the

for people with dementia and their carers based on

same way.

the seasons.

A Dementia Friendly Church is open, welcoming, and

Offa Mission Area has created three large boxes to

accommodating to persons living with dementia and

help further its Dementia Friendly ministry. The boxes

their carers. It has four main characteristics:

contain materials which can be lent out and used

• It encourages clergy and laity to become

by individuals with Dementia and their families and

Dementia Friends
• It holds regular dementia friendly services and/or
other dementia programmes
• It provides dementia friendly signage and
considers the physical environment
• It supports the local community.
Across the diocese, churches are running themed
events, developing memory boxes, gathering
resources for care homes and becoming community
information centres. The aim is to meet the needs of
people with Alzheimer’s and other dementias, and to
support community efforts to improve quality of life for
people living with dementia.
The first Dementia Friends Service will take place at
9.30am on 15 April at St Peter’s Church in Holywell
– there will be one in each Archdeaconry this year.
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by pastoral visitors. The boxes include muffs, books,
puzzles, jigsaws and CDs which should help people
share memories and talk together as well as stimulate
and encourage them.
If you’d like your church to work to become Dementia
Friendly, please get in contact with me:
bobfriedrich@churchinwales.org.uk
St Peter’s Church, Holywell is holding a Dementia
Friends Service on 15 April, 9.30-10.30. Everyone
welcome.
You can find information about becoming a
dementia friendly church at http://stasaph.
churchinwales.org.uk/life/steering-groups/
engaging/becoming-a-dementia-friendly-diocese/

News / Newyddion
Church-led Night Shelter opens

£130 thank you to
you church
Ecclesiastical is celebrating
130 years of insuring Anglican
churches. To mark this, the
company is offering to donate
£130 to your church each
time you, your clergy, church
workers, volunteers or members
of your congregation take out a

A pilot scheme for Wrexham’s first

shelter and hospitality for up to

Church-led homeless night shelter

ten guests. It’s hoped the project

has been running throughout

will be expanded for next winter,

March. The project led by Housing

opening every night in a different

Justice Cymru and the Diocese

church building across the town.

of St Asaph was supported by a

If your church would like to be

team of volunteers from churches

involved, please contact the

and community groups across

Diocesan Engagement Officer,

Wrexham. The first shelter opened

Sarah Wheat: sarahwheat@

on Saturday 3 March offering

churchinwales.org.uk

GDPR coming in May
The Diocese of St Asaph is working

of birth, opinions; in fact, any sort

hard to ensure that all churches

of personal data. A team from the

and Mission Areas comply with

Diocesan Office, along with the

GDPR (General Data Protection

Diocesan Registrar, two Mission

Regulation). The legislation comes

Area Leaders and two Mission

into force on 25 May and brings

Area Administrations are creating

new obligations for the control and

resources to ensure compliance

processing of personal information,

with GDPR and more information

such as names, addresses, dates

New Property Team

will be available shortly.

home insurance policy with the
company.
If you are interested in this offer
call 0800 783 0130 or visit
www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130

Choose the UK’s most
trusted home insurer
and we’ll donate

£130
to your church

We’re proud that customers across the UK have voted Ecclesiastical as the UK’s Most Trusted
Home Insurance provider, ahead of all other insurers. To celebrate this achievement, and in
recognition of our 130 year anniversary, we’ll donate £130 to your church if you take out a new
home insurance policy with us. To take advantage of this offer call 0800 783 0130 or visit
www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 for more information.

When it feels irreplaceable, trust
Terms and conditions 1. To celebrate our 130 year anniversary we are offering to make a charitable donation of £130 when a new Ecclesiastical Insurance plc
Home Insurance policy (a “Policy”) is purchased directly from us and your insurance cover commences on or before 31st December 2018, on the following
terms and conditions. 2. One charitable donation will be made per Policy issued. 3. Quotation requests for a Policy must be made online or by telephone,
quoting TRUST130. This charitable donation offer cannot be redeemed in any other way. 4. Underwriting terms and conditions apply and we reserve the right
to not provide a quotation or offer to insure if the property that is the subject of the quotation does not meet our underwriting criteria. 5. The charitable donation
is conditional on the named insured under the Policy notifying us of a church in the United Kingdom which is part of the Anglican Communion to receive the
donation (the “Nominated Church”). Donations will be made by us directly to the Nominated Church, within 30 days of the Policy start date. 6. “We” and “us” in
these terms and conditions refer to Ecclesiastical Insurance Office plc.

A Diocesan Churches Inspector

and churches to offer advice and

has been appointed to the Property

guidance on projects. As well

Team for the Diocese of St Asaph

as Michael, the Property Team

to help maintain and develop

includes Rachel Cutler who is

church buildings more effectively.

now Churches Conservation and

Michael Plane (left) will be carrying

Development Officer and Pam

out Quinquennial Inspections

Vernon who is the Administrator.

and working with each Mission

A new Diocesan Inspector (of

Area to develop a strategic plan

residential properties) will be in post

for property. Michael is already

soon following the retirement of

working with several Mission Areas

Dewi Thomas.
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My life as an Archdeacon
This year two of our Archdeacons will retire and
Teulu Asaph has invited them both to reflect on
their time in the Diocese. The Archdeacon of
Montgomery, Peter Pike retires in September but first,
the Archdeacon of Wrexham, Bob Grifiths who will retire
in June, looks back on his time in the Diocese.
When Bishop
Gregory issued the
invitation to me to
become Archdeacon
of Wrexham from 1

It has been a privilege to serve alongside my ordained
colleagues and to see the development of teams
of clergy and laity working together as we form our
Mission Areas. It has always been my dream that the
whole People of God would work together in mission

January 2014, I was a little surprised. I had in my mind

and outreach, building the Kingdom. There have been

that the Rectorial Benefice of Rhos-Cystennin would be

challenging times, I would be remiss not to mention

where I completed my stipendiary ministry.

that, and difficult situations and occasions that have

Over the 42 years I have served the Diocese of St

not been easy and I am so grateful to both staff at the

Asaph I have met some faithful people and served
alongside some dedicated colleagues. My ministry has

Diocesan Office who work so hard (and deserve more
thanks than they often get) and the Provincial Office

been full and varied – serving in Holywell, the Llanfair

for their advice and help.

Dyffryn Clwyd Group, St Asaph with Tremeirchion

I will miss being in ‘active’ ministry but new challenges

and Cefn/Sinan, Llanrhos and then inaugurating the

await, and my service does not end when I retire. God

Rectorial Benefice of Rhos-Cystennin.

called me to be a priest in His Church. I have done my

Alongside parish ministry I have always had many

best in whatever and wherever the church has asked

‘add-ons’ – Chaplain to the Territorial Army, Diocesan
Youth Chaplain, Bishop’s Adviser in Religious Education,

me to serve. I am conscious that sometimes I failed
and thank God that he picked me up and set me off

two triennium on the Governing Body, Area Dean,

on the road again.

Editor of the Diocesan Intercession Leaflet, first

It has been a joy to serve God in so many ways and

secretary of the Diocesan Retired Clergy Association,

I look forward to serving Him and the Diocese of St

Clerical Secretary of the Diocesan Conference,

Asaph in retirement when invited to do so. Thank you

Secretary to the Diocesan Board of Nomination, Chair

for the privilege. It has been an extraordinary joy.

of the Diocesan Board of Finance and these past nine
years as a member of the Representative Body serving
on three of its committees and working groups. Even
doing these ‘add-ons’ the most important part of my
ministry has been alongside people. It has been an
immense joy and privilege to meet and to be part of so
many people’s life stories.
In 2014 the role of Archdeacon of Wrexham took me
to Llandegla and Bryneglwys as Priest. It was part of
the Diocese that I did not know well. It has been a real
privilege to serve as Archdeacon and to be part of the
Bishop’s Staff. I thank Bishop Gregory for giving me
that opportunity.
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Life giving: Christian meditation
Churches across the Diocese of St Asaph
are being bold, imaginative and prayerful
about the services, activities and events
they’re hosting. With the focus on growth,
the Revd Richard Carter, Vicar in the
Dyffryn Clwyd Mission Area, reminds us
of Mark Yaconelli words during his 2016
residency with us: Do what is “life giving
rather than life draining”.
Sit down. Still and upright. Close your eyes
lightly. Sit relaxed but alert. Silently, interiorly
begin to say a single word. We recommend the
prayer-phrase ‘Maranatha’. Recite it as four syllables

No matter why, or how,

of equal length. Listen to it as you say it, gently but

we have gotten this far,

continuously. Do not think or imagine anything -

it feels like something has

spiritual or otherwise. If thoughts and images come,

been happening which is life

these are distractions at the time of meditation, so

giving rather than life draining.

keep returning to simply saying the word… (John

To find out more join us for an Introduction to Christian

Main).

Meditation on Saturday 14 April at St Michaels and

At Efenechtyd, near Ruthin we wanted to try and add

All Angels Church, Efenechtyd 10am – 1pm. This

variety to what was being offered around the Mission

will be an opportunity to consider the practice of

Area. We wanted to stop getting stressed-out about

Christian Meditation and experience guided silence.

trying to find someone to lead Sunday worship week
by week, and low attendance.
At some point I remembered about the World
Community for Christian Meditation (WCCM). I had
intended to go and hear Laurence Freeman OSB
speak about Christian meditation in Cambridge when
I was there as an ordinand, but I didn’t. Why not? I
just cannot remember now. But when I did contact
the WCCM group in Shrewsbury they were delighted
to hear from me and said that, up till now, they have
had no group in the whole of North Wales!
Why didn’t I think about trying to start a meditation
group years ago? And, why did I think about it when
I did? I don’t know. Maybe, I was rushing around
reacting to all that vied for my attention while going
dizzy, and anxious, in the process. Maybe, it has
something to do with the wave-of-prayer which we
did for a day around the mission area during Lent
a couple of years ago. This bright-idea resulted in
me sitting in the quiet of St Michael and All Angels’
Church, with just a few other people, and being quite

If you’d like to find out more, please contact me:
reverendcarter@gmail.com

amazed by how much I got out of it.
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Pause for Thought/ Munud i Feddwl

Rogation Sunday

Sul y Gweddïau

Rogation Sunday has largely been forgotten in our

Dethlir Sul y Fam ar y pedwerydd Sul yn y Grawys, a At

church calendar, but it falls on 6 May this year. The

ei gilydd, mae Sul y Gweddïau wedi mynd yn angof yn

Revd Lorraine Badger-Watts from Estuary and Mountain

ein calendr eglwys, ond 6 Mai yw dyddiad y Sul hwnnw

Mission Area reflects on how it reminds us of ‘the times

eleni. Y Parchedig Lorraine Badger-Watts o Ardal

and seasons of life’.

Genhadaeth yr Aber a’r Mynydd sy’n myfyrio ar sut

Between the ages of 4-11, I lived in the countryside. I

mae’n ein hatgoffa ni o ‘amserau a thymhorau bywyd’.

was obsessed with animals; my closest confidant was

Pan oeddwn i rhwng 4 ac 11 oed, roeddwn i’n byw yng

my puppy Sian. I used to spend my days exploring and

nghefn gwlad. Roedd gen i obsesiwn gydag anifeiliaid;

playing in the fields and lanes. Each year I loved to see

fy nghyfaill agosaf oedd fy nghi bach, Sian. Roeddwn

new life develop around me, calves born, tiny lambs

i’n arfer treulio fy nyddiau yn archwilio ac yn chwarae

taking their first small steps; at one point I dreamed of

yn y caeau a’r lonydd. Bob blwyddyn, roeddwn wrth

being a vet and owning a farm.

fy modd yn gweld bywyd newydd yn datblygu o’m

This all sounds rather sentimental, which it was, but then
I remember the shock and horror as my brother came

cwmpas, lloi yn cael eu geni, ŵyn bach yn cymryd eu
camau bach cyntaf.

home specifically to terrorise me and told me exactly

Mae hyn i gyd yn swnio’n eithaf sentimental, ac mae

where meat came from. I learnt in one short afternoon

hynny’n wir, ond yna rydw i’n cofio’r sioc a’r arswyd wrth

how meat on our plates is produced. It was one of

i fy mrawd ddod adref yn benodol i’m brawychu i a

those moments in my youth when I suddenly grew up!

dweud wrthyf yn union o ble’r oedd cig yn dod. Dysgais

As an adult I have lived and worked amongst the
farming community. I have developed an incredible
respect for those who steward our land. Never more

mewn un prynhawn byr sut mae’r cig ar ein platiau yn
cael ei gynhyrchu. Roedd yn un o’r eiliadau hynny yn fy
ieuenctid pan brifiais yn sydyn iawn!

than after being involved with the work of Farming

Fel oedolyn, rydw i wedi byw a gweithio ymysg y

Community Network (FCN). The pressures and stresses

gymuned ffermio. Rydw i wedi datblygu parch anferth

that farmers face take their toll. It isn’t surprising that

tuag at y rhai sy’n stiwardio ein tir. Roedd hynny’n

many farmers suffer from significant bouts of mental ill

arbennig o wir ar ôl ymwneud â gwaith Rhwydwaith

health. It is a lifestyle more than any other that knows

Cymunedol y Ffermwr (FCN). Mae’r pwysau a’r straen

‘the times and seasons of life’.

y mae ffermwyr yn ei wynebu yn dangos ei effaith.

Traditionally, on Rogation Sunday, churches would
walk round the boundaries of the parish ‘beating the
bounds’, praying and asking for God’s protection
over the local area and the crops for that year. As

Nid yw’n syndod bod llawer o ffermwyr yn dioddef o
afiechyd meddwl sylweddol. Mae’n ffordd o fyw yn
fwy nag unrhyw un arall sy’n gwybod am ‘amserau a
thymhorau bywyd’.

we consider the different ways to engage with our

Yn draddodiadol, ar Sul y Gweddïau, byddai eglwysi yn

local communities, we too, could ‘beat the bounds’,

cerdded o gwmpas ffiniau’r plwyf yn ‘sefydlu’r ffiniau’,

walking, maybe cycling (even travelling in the

yn gweddïo ac yn gofyn am ddiogelwch Duw dros yr

car!) and praying for all those in our local farming

ardal leol a’r cnydau ar gyfer y flwyddyn honno. Wrth i ni

community.

ystyried y gwahanol ffyrdd o ymgysylltu â’n cymunedau
lleol, fe allwn ninnau hefyd ‘sefydlu’r ffiniau’, gan
gerdded, neu feicio efallai (neu hyd yn oed deithio yn y
car!) a gweddïo dros bawb yn ein cymuned ffermio leol.

10

Young Vocations – who am I and what makes me tick?
If you could pick only one film, book or
piece of music which inspires you, what
would it be and why?
The song I would pick is by Christian hip hop artist,
music producer, songwriter and author, TobyMac
(right). I love his track I just need

you. In our

dark times, ‘when we are losing
faith’, we need God. Just
remember God is there in our
dark times, even when it feels
like he’s not.

What does a ‘calling’
mean to you?
Taking time to listen to God,
for him to decide where
you’re going next in your

Meet Rhiannon Louise Lawton, aged
24 from St Marks Church, Caia Park in
Wrexham.
Rhiannon is Wrexham Mission Area’s Children and
Youth Evangelist in training.

When did you first think God might be
calling you?

journey with him.

What’s the best piece of advice you’d
give to someone who is looking at a calling
to ministry?
Take time away from everything and listen to what
God is telling you. Don’t be afraid to take the leap of
faith with him. If he says, ‘wait, then wait!’ His timing is
perfect!

I was called at the age of 18, to do something
with Children and Young People from deprived
backgrounds in Andover, Hampshire. My first thoughts
to this were, are you sure God?!

Where in your vocation journey are you?

For further information visit:

I’m in my first year of training to be an Evangelist at

http://stasaph.churchinwales.org.uk/life/steering-

The Light Project, Chester. I’m doing a foundation

groups/developing/discernment-process-for-ministry/

degree in Mission, Theology and Evangelism.

or contact:

Who would you most like to meet?
I would love to meet the Pope, because he’s the most
Christ-like person I read about today.

The Diocesan Director of Ministry,
Canon Dr Manon Ceridwen James:
manoncjames@churchinwales.org.uk
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Schools / Ysgolion
New building for Ysgol Llanfair DC

Values Day in
Ruabon
St Mary’s Church in Wales Primary
School Ruabon held a special
‘Values Day,’ where all the classes
focused on ‘Compassion’, writes
Helen Probin. Mrs Burgess’ Year 3
class took a wonderful assembly on
the topic. It included a moving role

Artist’s impression

play, a poem, singing and prayers.
The class researched quotes about
kindness and illustrated them with

Work is about to start on the

Staff and representatives of the

construction of a new school

school have been working with

building for Ysgol Llanfair DC,

Wynne Construction, the Diocese

The Nursery Class had an amazing

near Ruthin. The new voluntary

of St Asaph and Denbighshire

idea for illustrating compassion and

controlled (VC) school facilities

County Council’s project team to

kindness. They turned the Nursery

will be built on land opposite Bryn

further develop the initial designs,

classroom into an impromptu Cafe

y Clwyd and will provide state of

focusing on the internal layouts of

called, ’The Snack Shack,’ with

the art classrooms, as well as a hall,

the building.

roses on the tables.

kitchen, reflective area, additional

The work is being funded by

learning needs room, staff room
and community room.

pictures and photos.

Denbighshire County Council and
the Welsh Government, through

Wynne Construction has been

its 21st Century Schools and

appointed as the main contractor,

Education Capital Programme.

following the granting of planning

The new school is expected to

permission in December 2017.

open in spring 2019.

The Nursery children invited the
Reception children for a morning

Share a Pencil Day

snack. The Nursery children were
participate.
It’s aimed at
primary and
secondary
schools across the UK and is a fun
and interactive way for schools,
teachers and pupils to explore the
reasons why millions of children

superb

waiters

and

waitresses

asking each child what they
would like and taking their orders
to them. They could choose from
toast with butter or jam and milk
or water. The exercise involved
numeracy too with the Reception
class using coins!

globally are missing out on an
Share a Pencil Day is an awareness

education, and why that matters.

and an education day, set

There are FREE lesson plans,

for Wednesday 23 May. The

short films and classroom notes

Director of Education and Life

available to participating schools.

Long Learning for the Diocese

Sign up at: www.hope.co.uk/

of St Asaph, Rosalind Williams,

share-a-pencil-day/ to access all

is encouraging schools to

the materials you will need.
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Y3 with their heart plates which
they made into the shape of a
cross during the assembly.

Resources / Adnoddau
Rogation Sunday
Resources suitable for use on

charity, serving both the spiritual

Rogation Sunday are available

and practical needs of the rural

from Germinate: The Arthur Rank

community: http://germinate.net/

Centre, an ecumenical Christian

resources/rogation-service/

Thy Kingdom Come Bright Prayer Ideas - Home Pack
Thy Kingdom Come is a global

people to pray in whatever way

prayer movement which the

they want and with whoever they

Archbishop of Canterbury is inviting

want. An A5 booklet offers a variety

people around the world to join.

of creative ideas to join with others

The wave of prayer will start on 10

around the world in praying for

May and run for 10 days between

your friends and families during Thy

the Christian festivals of Ascension

Kingdom Come prayer movement.

and Pentecost to 20 May. It’s not

Details at:

complicated – it simply encourages

www.cpo.org.uk/thykingdomcome

Christian Aid Week: 13-19 May
Aid Week for the future. Have you

Resources for services, prayers,

got an idea you would love to try?

fundraising ideas, schools’ assembly

We have a small innovation fund

and teaching pack, Big Brekkie

and we would love to hear from

pack, petition sheets, and much

you!

more are available online at:

Christian Aid is looking for a couple

www.caweek.org, or from the

of specialist volunteers from the
Christian Aid Week coincides with
Thy Kingdom Come and brings tens
of thousands of Christians together
to achieve incredible things with
some of the poorest people in the
world. This year we are calling for
new ideas to strengthen Christian

Diocese who can help develop

Bangor Office: bangor@christianaid.org / 01248 353574

relationships with schools and
deliver assemblies. Training and
resources available. Could this be
you? Please contact Anna Jane
Evans: aevans@christian-aid.org /
01248 353574

The Social Reformers Summer School: 12 - 15 July 2018
A unique three-day programme at

outcast, challenged corruption,

helps you develop strategies for

Westminster College, Cambridge

and established initiatives to move

engagement in your own context

equips Christians to become social

society closer to God’s intentions

and calling.

reformers in the 21st Century.

and ideals. The Social Reformers

Over the centuries Christians

Summer School lays the foundations

Find out more at:

have cared for the broken and

for social transformation and

www.jubilee-centre.org/summer_
school/
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Your News / Eich Newyddion Chi
Children at the
heart of the church

Moses, the Pantomime
– may not be as traditional as
Aladdin or Cinderella but the same
characters appear. There is a hero
(Moses obviously), a ‘love interest’
and of course pantomime dames
The first Borderlands Pantomime
has been taking place in churches

St John the Baptist Church, in
Bettisfield has recently changed
its Family Worship Service, to
make it a shorter, more inclusive
time of praise and prayer, writes
Worship Leader, Maggie Shaw.
Services now start at 11am and

(these are the characters of the
midwives).

and halls across the Mission area

Whilst the production is funny with

as the Revd Andrea Jones, Vicar of

lots of songs to popular tunes and

Hawarden explains.

a fair few jokes, it does tell the Bible

When Gill Stanning, our new
Pioneer Priest, arrived and said she
wanted to stage a panto I think
we were all a little surprised! She
explained that her aim was to bring

story of Moses. We hope there
were many people coming to see
the show who might just want to
know a little bit more about the
Bible having seen our production.

churches from across the Mission

We also hope that they will see that

Area together. We are the largest

being a Christian is not a deadly

Mission Area in the Diocese with

serious occupation but that we can

19 churches and working on a

laugh at ourselves and have fun!

production together has helped all

Last chance to see Moses:

those involved to get to know each

Saturday 21 April, 2.30pm at Elfed

about more social events in the

other and forge relationships.

High School, Buckley.

church.

The subject of the panto – Moses

An ‘All Seasons’ Altar Frontal has
been made for us by Pauline

Pancakes at St Nicholas’

Glasgow, using a bequest from

On Shrove Tuesday, St Nicholas’

count of the number of pancakes

Church in Montgomery was full of

made, but 60 eggs were made into

pancakes, noise and fun, writes

pancakes and the most that one

Helen Hayes. Pancakes were

person ate was 12! The children

made, tossed, eaten, designed

practised tossing pancakes, made

and made into edible pigs. Over

a large ‘Hallelujah’ banner and

the last three years, the church

the best decorated pancake

congregation has organised a

competition was won by Lecsi

the children are at the heart of
the church where they can feel
more welcome and parents more
relaxed. Our first service was a
wonderful success and parents
are already beginning to talk

the late Roger Kynaston. We
have invited everyone in the
village to come into our beautiful
church to see these new ventures
hoping that they will soon
realise that their church is a very
accessible place.

number of parties to show that
the Christian message and the
church is for all of the community.
This year’s pancake party was
the biggest yet, with 40 children
and 50 adults responding to an
open invitation to the town. The
hard-working pancake makers lost

14

Your News / Eich Newyddion Chi
An Evening with Simon Weston
currently Patron of the Falklands
Veterans Association.
Carol Stebbings who is organising

Heritage Lottery
Success for Ruthin
Roof

the evening said: “We felt that
Simon was a suitable person for
our event, in which we hoped to
show that the Church was not just
for Sunday Worship but a building
to bring the whole community
The congregation of St Mary’s
Church in Chirk is hosting an
Evening with Simon Weston on
15 June. Honoured with an OBE
in 1992 and then a CBE in 2016,
Simon Weston was voted the
nations favourite hero in 2014.
The Welsh Guardsman suffered
46% burns in an attack on the Sir
Galahad ship during the Falklands
Conflict in 1982. Since then he
has devoted himself to charity
work. He was President of Wales
Scouting for two years and is

together. We are hoping that
people of all ages will attend
and appreciate the sacrifice
that people have made for their
country and how they have

Urgent repairs to the roof of St

overcome adversity.”

Peter’s Collegiate Church in Ruthin,

Simon Weston will be in Chirk

to stop water damage, will begin

on 15 June and the evening
begins at 7.30pm. Tickets, at a
cost of £12.50 including cheese
and wine, are available on a
first come first served basis from
the Church Wardens or Carole
Stebbings (01691774265).

Bags of Help for St Mary’s Church

this Spring, thanks to funding from
the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF),
writes Dr Christine Simons.
More than £90,000 has been
awarded to the Grade 1 listed
double nave church dating
from the 13th century to make
it weather tight and structurally
stable. The building has a
particularly magnificent ceiling
which is in danger of being
damaged by water ingress
resulting from a leaking roof.

The St Mary’s Community Project

The project aims to create

in Llanfairtalhaiarn has recently

an interesting, attractive and

been awarded a £4,000 grant

peaceful place for the whole

from the Tesco’s Bags of Help

community and the many visitors

scheme, writes Maryann Williams.

to the village. The Bags of Help

The money will go towards the

scheme is open to applications

renovation and development

from any good cause.

of the historic churchyard.

As part of the grant from HLF, the
history and heritage associated
with St Peter’s will be explored
in a programme of activities
throughout 2018.
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TR ANsLAToRs’ TEARooM
• CAffi’R CYfieIThwYR•

Official Opening
Friday 4 May at St Asaph Cathedral
The new tearoom will be open every day, except
Tuesday from 10am – 4pm,
serving sandwiches, wraps, rolls, soups and cakes as
well as hot and cold drinks.
Fully wheelchair accessible.
This new facility includes the tearooms and the interactive displays.
The cost of both projects totals more than £600,000 and offers a huge
tourism boost to the Cathedral, the City of St Asaph and the region.

For further information or to volunteer in the tearooms,
please contact Jackie Feak, Tearoom Supervisor:
jackiefeak@churchinwales.org.uk / 01745 582245.
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