
 
Becoming a Dementia Friendly Church in the Diocese of St. Asaph 

 

 
 

 

The Alzheimer's Society has recognised the Diocese of St. Asaph as "WORKING TO BECOME DEMENTIA FRIENDLY."  As 
of this date (October 2017) we are one of only two Anglican Dioceses to achieve this.  
  

Because of this your church can be recognised similarly as WORKING TO BECOME DEMENTIA FRIENDLY!  How can this 
be done?   

To become recognised as a dementia-friendly church in the Diocese of St. Asaph, we are asking your church to agree 
on four commitments for the year ahead. In return, you will be given a certificate to display in church, and you can 
use the “Working to Become Dementia Friendly” logo, which is nationally recognised. Think about steps that you 
want to take and that you know you can deliver on. Make sure your actions are clear and achievable: do discuss your 
proposal with me before you finalise your four commitments.  

    

Commitment 1: We will encourage 
clergy and laity to become Dementia 
Friends  

One of the biggest obstacles facing people with dementia and carers is a 
lack of awareness of the condition. Encouraging staff to gain even a basic 
understanding of dementia can make a huge difference to people’s 
experience. 

Commitment 2: We will hold regular 
dementia friendly services and/or other 
dementia programmes. 

Provide a warm welcome to those living with dementia and those who 
care for them.  Develop an appropriate service that meets the spiritual 
needs of people living with dementia.  Work with the Dementia Support 
Officer to develop services and dementia friendly programmes. 

Commitment 3: We will provide 
dementia friendly signage and consider 
the physical environment. 

The church environment can have a big impact on someone with 
dementia. Small changes to layout or signage, for example, can go a long 
way to reducing stress and confusion. 

Commitment 4: We will support the 
local community. 

Churches can play an important role in making the local community more 
dementia friendly, for example by supporting awareness raising activities 
or joining forces with other organisations to implement local dementia 
initiatives. 

Additionally, we will… 
 

  

...appoint a Dementia Contact We will appoint a Dementia Friendly Contact in our church and advertise 
the Contact, with contact details, both in church and in our local 
community.  

...work with the 10 Steps to become 
more dementia-friendly  

We will work with the “10 Practical Steps Towards Becoming a More 
Dementia-Friendly Church” to take the next steps forwards in our church.  

...provide church resources for people 
living with dementia  

We will provide some resources in church for people with dementia, e.g. 
Memory Boxes, sensory bands and/or books (perhaps Pictures to Share 
books).  

The Rev. Bob Friedrich, Dementia Support Officer, Diocese of St. Asaph, bobfriedrich1@gmail.com 

 


