
KEEPING PEOPLE SAFE: SUMMARY

Church Health & Safety   
Using our simple documents to implement a Health & Safety
Policy for your church

Introduction

We have produced a suite of documents to help you easily put together a Health & Safety Policy which your PCC can adopt

for your church. Just follow these simple steps:

1. Complete Your Checklists

We have designed a church risk assessment checklist that you can use for the church building, churchyard and hall (if

needed).  Simply follow the template and check the possible causes of harm in each area.  Make sure you clearly document

any actions needed together with details of who needs to take action and when it should be completed.  For some specific

risks we also have further check lists to help you on:

2. Finalise the Risk Assessment

Based on your checklists you need to make sure that any issues you have identified are addressed.  This may include further
preventative measures and you need to make sure that action is taken and that this is monitored by the PCC.

3. Adopt Health & Safety Policy

When the PCC is satisfied with the risk assessment and that any steps needed to reduce risk have been taken the PCC

should formally minute the adoption of the policy at a PCC meeting.  The policy then needs to be kept safely at an 

appropriate location. Health & Safety should be an item on your PCC meeting agendas and your risk assessments should

be reviewed and updated regularly.  While many risks will not change, don’t forget, if your church decides to hold a new

event or activity you should always consider whether there are any additional risks arising that you may need to take steps

to reduce.

n Fire, Electrical and Other Hazards

n Working at Height

n Tower Tours

n Food Preparation

n Slips, Trips and Falls
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Information in this document
We have prepared this guide in good faith. The 
information in it is based on our understanding of 
current law and practice. Neither Ecclesiastical
Insurance Office plc nor any of its subsidiaries accept
any liability whatsoever for any errors or omissions in
this guide that result in injury, loss or damage, including 
financial loss. It is the responsibility of the Insured 
or any person to ensure that they comply with their 
statutory obligations. Any interpretation or 
implementation of this guide is at the sole 
discretion of the reader.

How do I make an insurance claim?
Please call 0845 603 8381 to speak to our 
Claims Department. You can also email 
faithclaims@ecclesiastical.com or visit our 
website to request or download a claim form. 

For Property Claims we’ll need to know:
n your policy number 
n what loss or damage has occurred
n when, how and where the loss or damage occurred
n your VAT status (if applicable)
n your bank details for settlement, if applicable.

If your claim involves theft, malicious damage or
accidental loss, we’ll also need to know:
n when you notified the police
n your crime reference number
n details of the police station dealing with the incident.

For further information call us on

0845 777 3322
(Monday to Friday 8am-6pm excluding bank holidays)
We may monitor or record calls to improve our service.

You can email us at 

churches@ecclesiastical.com
or visit 

www.ecclesiastical.com/churchmatters

Other useful contacts
Ecclesiastical Financial Advisory
Services 0800 107 0190
www.ecclesiastical.com/getadvice 

Ecclesiastical Home Insurance
0800 917 3345
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This document may be copied and amended for the use of
individual churches only but may not otherwise be copied or
sold in any format including electronic retrieval systems.

 Read the claims guidance on  
our website


