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GREENING YOUR CHURCH PROPERTY – A GUIDE TO GETTING STARTED 

Tackling climate change can seem a daunting prospect.  This guidance is intended to 

help you make some first steps to improving the environmental impact of your 

building.   

Many of the steps set out below have been developed with Parish Buying.  Parish Buying 

is a service established by the Church of England in conjunction with the Church in 

Wales.  It is a not for profit service funded by commission received on contracts it 

places.  It is overseen by, and reports to, a National Procurement Group established by 

the Church of England.  The Church in Wales receives no financial benefit from the 

service. 

 

STEP 1:  TAKE ONE SIMPLE STEP 

Switching your electricity account to buy electricity generated from renewable energy 

is easy. It won’t necessarily cost you more – that will depend on many factors. You will want to get 

the best deal, but don’t forget that there is a good argument for being prepared to pay a bit more to 

get electricity that is not damaging God’s creation. 

Most electricity suppliers allow you to choose ‘green electricity’ but if you are serious about wanting 

to care for the environment you would be wise to avoid doing this with one of the big suppliers 

which generate a relatively small percentage of their electricity renewably. The reason is that the 

amount of renewable electricity they generate has mainly been influenced by Government 

regulations and incentives, and your choice is unlikely to lead them to increase their supply of 

renewable electricity. If you want to care for the environment, it is much better to buy your 

electricity from one of the smaller companies which are dedicated to supplying renewable energy. 

Examples include Ecotricity and the Good Energy. 

If you want help and support in making the switch, you can do this by using Christian Aid’s campaign 

‘The Big Switch’ at: 

 https://www.bigchurchswitch.org.uk/  

2buy2 (the procurement specialist operating the Parish Buying service) are running The Big Switch for 

Christian Aid.   

It also makes sense for you to switch your gas supplies at the same time. Good Energy and 

Ecotricity are seeking to source some of their gas renewably (eg by producing methane from farm 

waste). Again, The Big Switch can help you on this.  

Under The Big Switch, Christian Aid are campaigning not just for churches but also for members 

of church congregations to switch to renewable electricity – so please do encourage church 

https://www.bigchurchswitch.org.uk/
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members to see this as a simple part of their environmental stewardship of God’s creation. Again, 

individual members of congregations can do this through The Big Switch, if they want to do so. 

 

STEP 2: SOME SIMPLE AND SENSIBLE INVESTMENTS 

Make sure your boiler is efficient  
Many church properties have old, inefficient boilers that are very bad for the environment, in terms 

of carbon dioxide emissions, and are expensive to run. It is really important for boilers to be ‘A-

rated’ in terms of efficiency. Investing in an A-rated boiler will normally save a church money in the 

medium to long term. If you want help making an informed choice, Parish Buying can help. They have 

negotiated good deals on a range of Worcester Bosch oil and gas-fired boilers that hold the Which? 

Best Buy Award for Reliability and Customer Satisfaction, outperforming all other manufacturers in 

that area. Boilers offered range from 15kw up to 100kw so as to cater for all varieties of properties. 

All boilers offered through this range are A rated (90% and above) for efficiency. 

Parish Buying’s website is https://www.parishbuying.org.uk/ 

When you are updating a heating system it is also important to ensure you have the right controls 

and flexibility to only heat the part of a building that is actually being used. Again, Parish Buying can 

help with this.  

Even better, of course, are ways to heat church buildings using renewable energy directly; we talk 

about this under Step 3. 

There is useful guidance on heating systems available from: 

http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/structure/representative-body/church-heritage-and-conservation-

resources/sub-page/energy-environment/ 

http://www.churchcare.co.uk/churches/guidance-advice/looking-after-your-church/heating 

Conserve Heat 
Much of the heat in churches and church halls disappears into high roof-spaces or through large 

single-pane windows. Easy solutions are often hard to come by, and in historic buildings complex 

issues can arise.  In the first instance, discuss the options for conserving heat with your retained 

architect.  Keep in mind that building changes will need a faculty, so contact your Diocesan Care of 

Churches Officer/DAC Secretary for advice.  If you are working up plans for major works such as a 

roofing project, this is an ideal opportunity to think about these issues – the extra costs may not be 

significant. 

As a first step, check for obvious draughts and address these.  Simple adjustments to doors, 

windows and replacing broken glass panes can make a difference.  Condensation can be a serious 

problem in older buildings; this is where warm, moist air (often generated by people in the building) 

hits cold surfaces such as thick walls.  To combat this you should ensure a constant background heat 

(to warm the cold surfaces) and/or ventilate the building to encourage a regular change of air.  So, 

when the building is in use and heated, make sure you can minimise draughts and heat loss but don’t 

forget to ventilate afterwards. 

One simple step a ministry area can do, however, is to consider which part of a building would be 

best to use for particular events or services. For instance, if the number of people attending some 

services is likely to be small, would it make sense to hold these in a Lady Chapel rather than the 

main body of the church? Seek advice on how your heating system can be zoned accordingly and 

consider partitioning or using curtains to enable a much smaller area to be heated. 

Make a careful check of timers, and upgrade pipe lagging and tank insulation.  It all helps! 

https://www.parishbuying.org.uk/
http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/structure/representative-body/church-heritage-and-conservation-resources/sub-page/energy-environment/
http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/structure/representative-body/church-heritage-and-conservation-resources/sub-page/energy-environment/
http://www.churchcare.co.uk/churches/guidance-advice/looking-after-your-church/heating
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Commission an Energy Audit 

It is well worth commissioning an energy audit to help you assess options.  Whilst there will 

be a charge involved, it will give you a framework for action and an idea of likely costs and 
benefits.  A good starting point is the Carbon Trust: 
https://www.carbontrust.com/client-services/wales/ 

or 

http://resourceefficient.gov.wales  

A specific provider of audits is: http://www.severnwye.org.uk/ 

You can also talk to the Parish Buying team and they can provide information on appropriate energy 

audit options for your church. 

Lighting  
LED lighting uses much less energy than conventional lighting. By working with key suppliers, Parish 

Buying is able to help your ministry area. This includes assistance with surveys to develop sensible 

proposals, so that you can make informed decisions on the basis of how quickly installing LED 

lighting would pay for itself in terms of lower electricity bills. 

Office supplies and equipment 
Parish Buying can also help ministry areas use an eco-conscious range of office products, for instance 

carbon-neutral photocopiers, recycled paper, re-manufactured ink and non-toxic cleaners. You can 

see the full range of Office Products in their online catalogue. All products that have an 

environmental attribute are clearly labelled with a green symbol. 

Of course, using electronic communications and media can help reduce the amount of paper you 

use.  Why not make your services, readings and notices available for download to a tablet?  

 

STEP 3: GENERATING YOUR OWN RENEWABLE ENERGY 

More ambitious parishes will be keen to think about options for generating their own renewable 

energy, for instance through: 

 Solar PV 

 Boilers using biomass that has been grown sustainably 

 Air source heat pumps 

 Ground source heat pumps 

 Solar water heating 

 Thermal stores 

 Wind turbines 

These are areas where you will need specialist advice.  An energy audit would be a good way of 

assessing options and feasibility initially. Discuss the options with your retained architect and your 

Diocesan Care of Churches Officer/DAC Secretary. They may have experience from elsewhere that 

they can share. Remember: these projects will need a faculty before they can go ahead. 

Installations on listed buildings can be challenging so it is worth understanding likely constraints first.  

There is useful guidance at: 

https://www.carbontrust.com/client-services/wales/
http://resourceefficient.gov.wales/
http://www.severnwye.org.uk/
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http://cadw.gov.wales/docs/cadw/publications/Micro_gen_booklet_EN.pdf 

https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/technical-advice/energy-efficiency-and-historic-buildings/ 

Please also flag your interest with the Representative Body of the Church in Wales 

(property@churchinwales.org.uk) as, if a significant number of ministry areas are keen to generate 

their own renewable energy, it might be possible for Parish Buying to negotiate on their behalf with 

commercial suppliers. 

It is worth noting that the grant regimes for renewable energy are constantly changing.  Schemes 

generally pay grants for energy produced rather than for the initial installation.  You would need to 

find the capital up-front for the installation and recoup costs through energy produced.  It is also 

worth remembering that some installations can be installed on the ground as well as on buildings – 

look at all your property to consider options. 

Buying energy from a green producer (see Step 1) may be the simplest solution. 
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