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STRUCTURE 
 ________________________________________________________________  
 
1. The Gathering 

† Greeting 
† Prayer 
† Introduction  
† Presentation [See pages 5 and 6] 
† Gloria in Excelsis 
† Collect 

 

2. The Proclamation of The Word 
† Old Testament Reading 
† Psalm 
† New Testament Reading 
† Gospel 
† Sermon 
† Affirmation of Faith 

 

3. The Ordination 
† Presentation [See pages 5 and 6] 
† Charge 
† Examination 
† Litany 
† Ordination 
† Vesting 
† Presentation of the New Testament 

 
4. The Peace 
 

5. The Thanksgiving 
† Taking the Bread and Wine 
† Eucharistic Prayer 

 

6. The Communion 
† Breaking of the Bread 
† Communion 

 

7. The Sending Out 
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THE ORDINATION OF DEACONS 

 ________________________________________________________________  
 
1. The Gathering 
 

† Greeting 
 

† Prayer 
 

† Introduction  Sit 
 
Bishop: 

Brothers and sisters, the Church is the Body of Christ, the people of God and the dwelling-
place of the Holy Spirit. All who are united with Christ through baptism are called to serve 
him in the Church and in the world. 

Within this ministry entrusted by Christ to his Church, deacons are called to assist the 
bishop and priests and through loving service, to make Christ known by word and example. 

We have come together today to ordain [NN] to the order of deacon whom we believe 
God has called to his ministry. 

We will pray for them and lay hands upon them, invoking the Holy Spirit that they may work 
faithfully among God’s people. 

We will clothe them with the vesture of a deacon and present them with the outward sign 
of the ministry which will be entrusted to them. 

 

† Presentation [The Presentation may take place here, or immediately before the 
Ordination Charge. The bishop sits and the archdeacon or another duly 
appointed person presents the candidates by name to the bishop.] 

 
The bishop says to the candidates: 

[N], do you believe that God has called you to the office and work of a deacon in his Church? 

Answer: I believe that God has called me. 
 

† Gloria in Excelsis 
 

† Collect 
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2. The Proclamation of The Word 
 

† Old Testament Reading 
 

† Psalm 
 

† New Testament Reading 
 

† Gospel 
 

† Sermon 
 

† Affirmation of Faith 
 

3. The Ordination  Sit 

 
† Presentation [The Presentation may take place here, or immediately after the Introduction. 

The bishop sits and the archdeacon or another duly appointed person 
presents the candidates by name to the bishop.] 

 
The bishop says to the candidates: 

[N], do you believe that God has called you to the office and work of a deacon in his Church? 

Answer: I believe that God has called me. 
 

† The Charge 
 
The bishop addresses those to be ordained: 

Deacons are called to serve the Church of God and to care for all whom they serve, 
especially the poor, the sick, the needy and those who are in trouble. They should have 
compassion for the weak and lonely and those who are oppressed and powerless. They are 
to preach the word of God and to work with the bishop and priests in leading the worship 
of the people, especially at Baptism and the Holy Eucharist. They are to be diligent in 
pastoral work and in service to the community. 

Those who are called to be deacons are called to an ancient office within the Church. 
You are to be signs among the people of God that the Church is called to serve Christ in 
the world. You are to remember that Jesus washed his disciples’ feet and commanded us to 
follow his example. Remember also that in serving others you are serving the Lord himself. 

My brothers and sisters: pray without ceasing; labour in the Lord’s service; be of good 
courage; let no one suffer hurt through your neglect; serve the Church of  Christ; build the 
Kingdom of God; rejoice in the Lord. 



The Ordination of Deacons 

7 

† The Examination 
 

Before you are admitted to the order of deacons, I ask you to affirm your commitment to 
this ministry and way of life. Therefore I ask: 

 
Do you accept the Holy Scriptures as containing all things necessary for salvation through 
Jesus Christ our Lord? 

Answer: I do. 

Do you believe the doctrines of the Christian faith as the Church in Wales has received 
them, and will you uphold them? 

Answer: I believe them and will uphold them. 

Will you be faithful and diligent in proclaiming the Gospel and assisting in the celebration of 
the sacraments of the New Covenant? 

Answer: By the help of God, I will. 

Will you be diligent in prayer, in studying the Holy Scriptures and in continuing to equip 
yourself for ministry in the Church? 

Answer: By the help of God, I will. 

Will you accept the discipline of the Church and give due respect to those in authority? 

Answer: By the help of God, I will. 

Will you endeavour to promote unity, peace and love among those you serve, and to lead by 
encouragement and example? 

Answer: By the help of God, I will. 

Will you work with the bishop, priests and all God’s people to help the church discern the 
needs, concerns and hopes of the world? 

Answer: By the help of God, I will. 
 

May God who knows the secrets of your hearts give you strength to do all these things 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
The bishop addresses the congregation: 

People of God, do you believe and trust that they are worthy to be ordained? 
We trust that they are worthy: thanks be to God. 

 
Will you support them in their ministry? 
We will support them.  
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† The Litany or other Intercession Kneel 
 

God the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

God the Son, 
have mercy on us. 

God the Holy Spirit, 
have mercy on us. 

Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, 
have mercy on us. 

From evil and sin, from pride, vanity and hypocrisy, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

From idleness and love of money, from arrogance, and hardness of heart, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

On your Church, to make it holy, to fill it with love and truth, and to grant it that unity 
which is your will, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On the people of the world and the leaders of the nations, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On those who are sick, needy and in any kind of distress, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On all who are baptized and strive to live the Gospel of Christ, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On [N] our bishop and all who lead the Church of God, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On those who are called to serve as deacons, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On those [or NN] who are to be ordained today and those whom they will serve, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 
 
Rejoicing in the fellowship of [N] and all your saints, we commit [NN], ourselves and one 
another to Christ our God. 
 

A period of silent prayer follows. 
 
Bishop: 

Merciful Lord, hear us and bless us, and as you have called us to your service, make us 
worthy of our calling, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Veni Creator or another hymn invoking the Holy Spirit may be sung. 
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† The Ordination Sit 
 
Those who are to be ordained kneel. 
 
The bishop stretches out his or her hands towards the candidates, and says: 

Praise God who made heaven and earth, 
Who keeps his promise for ever. 

 
We praise and bless you, most merciful Father, 
because in your love for us, you sent your only Son Jesus Christ 
to take the form of a servant and to live among us. 
He humbled himself for our sake, 
and in obedience accepted death, even death on a cross; 
therefore you highly exalted him 
and gave him the name that is above every name. 

So Father, we thank you that you have called these your servants 
to share this ministry entrusted to your Church. 

 
The bishop lays his or her hands on the head of each candidate, and says: 

Send your Holy Spirit upon your servant [N] 
for the office and work of a deacon in your Church.  

 
When all have received the laying-on of hands, the bishop continues: 

Loving Father, 
give to these your servants humility, strength and perseverance. 
As your Son came not to be served but to serve, 
may they be faithful in service, ready to teach and constant in prayer. 
May they abound in faith, be rooted in love and seek only your glory, 
now and for ever; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

† Vesting 
 
The newly-ordained deacons are vested with a stole. 
 

† Presentation of the New Testament 
 
The bishop gives each deacon a New Testament, and says: 

Be faithful in that ministry which is now entrusted to you, 
and serve God’s people in his name. 

 
The bishop presents the newly-ordained to the people. Stand 
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4. The Peace 
 

5. The Thanksgiving 
 

† Taking the Bread and Wine 
 

† Eucharistic Prayer 
 

6. The Communion 
 

† Breaking of the Bread 
 

† Communion 
 

7. The Sending Out 
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STRUCTURE 
 _________________________________________________________________________  
 
1. The Gathering 

† Greeting 
† Prayer 
† Introduction  
† Presentation [see pages 15 and 16] 
† Gloria in Excelsis 
† Collect 

 

2. The Proclamation of The Word 
† Old Testament Reading 
† Psalm 
† New Testament Reading 
† Gospel 
† Sermon 
† Affirmation of Faith 

 

3. The Ordination 
† Presentation [see pages 15 and 16] 
† Charge 
† Examination 
† Litany 
† Ordination 
† Vesting [Anointing] 
† Presentation of the Scriptures, Chalice and Paten 

 

4. The Peace 
 

5. The Thanksgiving 
† Taking the Bread and Wine 
† Eucharistic Prayer 

 

6. The Communion 
† Breaking of the Bread 
† Communion 

 

7. The Sending Out 
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THE ORDINATION OF PRIESTS 
 ________________________________________________________________  
 
1. The Gathering 
 

† Greeting 
 

† Prayer 
 

† Introduction Sit 
 
Bishop: 

Brothers and sisters, the Church is the Body of Christ, the people of God and the dwelling-
place of the Holy Spirit. All who are united with Christ through baptism are called to serve 
him in the Church and in the world. 

Within this ministry, entrusted by Christ to his Church, priests are called to work with the 
bishop to sanctify, to teach and to exercise oversight within the community of faith. 

We have come together today to ordain [NN] to the order of priests whom we believe God 
has called to this ministry. 

We will pray for them and lay hands upon them, invoking the Holy Spirit that they may work 
faithfully among God’s people. 

We will clothe them with the vesture of priests and present them with the outward signs of 
the ministry which will be entrusted to them. 

We will welcome the new priests to serve with their bishop and fellow priests in proclaiming 
the gospel, celebrating the sacraments, serving God’s people and building the kingdom of God. 

 

† Presentation [The presentation may take place here, or immediately before the 
Ordination Charge. The bishop sits and the archdeacon or another duly 
appointed person presents the candidates by name to the bishop.] 

 
The bishop says to the candidates: 

 [N], do you believe that God has called you to the office and work of a priest in his Church? 

Answer: I believe that God has called me. 
 

† Gloria in Excelsis 
 

† Collect 
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2. The Proclamation of The Word 
 

† Old Testament Reading 
 

† Psalm 
 

† New Testament Reading 
 

† Gospel 
 

† Sermon 
 

† Affirmation of Faith 
 

3. The Ordination Sit 

 
† Presentation [The Presentation may take place here, or immediately after the 

Introduction. The bishop sits and the archdeacon or another duly appointed 
person presents the candidates by name to the bishop.] 

 
The bishop says to the candidates: 

[N], Do you believe that God has called you to the office and work of a priest in his Church? 

Answer: I believe that God has called me. 
 

† The Charge 
 
The bishop addresses those to be ordained: 

Priests in the Church of God are called to work with their bishop, their fellow priests and all 
the people of God as servants and shepherds.  

You are to proclaim the Word of the Lord, to call people to repentance, and in Christ’s 
name to absolve those who are penitent. 

You are to bless, baptize and preside at the Holy Eucharist. 

You are to teach the faith that comes to us from the Apostles and proclaim it afresh. 

You are to lead the people of God into holiness of life, and encourage the ministry of all 
God’s people. 

You are to explore new ventures in mission and work for peace and justice. 

You are to minister to the sick and prepare the dying for their death. 

You are to pray and to admonish, to counsel and encourage, and guide God’s people 
through the temptations and confusions of this world, that they may be saved through Christ 
for ever. 
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Remember with thanksgiving that this ministry now to be entrusted to you is a sharing in the 
ministry of him who died on the cross.  It will require sacrifice and bring suffering, but, lived 
faithfully, it will also bring you joy and peace. You will need determination and perseverance, 
and because you cannot fulfil this ministry in your own strength, pray that each day the Lord 
will renew your calling that you may follow the Good Shepherd wherever he leads. 

My brothers and sisters: pray without ceasing; labour in the Lord’s service; be of good 
courage; let no one suffer hurt through your neglect; serve the Church of Christ; build the 
Kingdom of God; rejoice in the Lord. 

 

† The Examination 
 

Before you are admitted to the order of priests, I ask you to affirm your commitment to this 
ministry and way of life. Therefore I ask: 

 
Do you accept the Holy Scriptures as containing all things necessary for salvation through 
Jesus Christ our Lord? 

Answer: I do. 

Do you believe the doctrines of the Christian faith as the Church in Wales has received 
them, and will you uphold them? 

Answer: I believe them and will uphold them. 

Will you be faithful and diligent in proclaiming the Gospel and in celebrating the sacraments 
of the New Covenant? 

Answer: By the help of God, I will. 

Will you be diligent in prayer, in studying the Holy Scriptures and in continuing to equip 
yourself for ministry in the Church? 

Answer: By the help of God, I will. 

Will you accept the discipline of the Church and give due respect to those set in authority 
over you? 

Answer: By the help of God, I will. 

Will you endeavour to promote unity, peace and love among those you serve, and to lead by 
encouragement and example? 

Answer: By the help of God, I will. 

Will you work with the bishop, your fellow priests and deacons and all God’s people to 
develop the mission of the Church? 

Answer: By the help of God, I will. 

Will you seek to recognise in God’s people the gifts he has given to them, that every 
member may be equipped for the work of ministry so that the body of Christ may be built 
up in love. 

Answer: By the help of God, I will. 

May God who knows the secrets of your heart give you strength to do all these things 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
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The bishop addresses the congregation: 

People of God, do you believe and trust that they are worthy to be ordained? 
We trust that they are worthy: thanks be to God. 

 
Will you support them in their ministry? 
We will support them.  

 

† The Litany or other Intercession Kneel 
 

God the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

God the Son, 
have mercy on us. 

God the Holy Spirit, 
have mercy on us. 

Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, 
have mercy on us. 

From evil and sin, from pride, vanity and hypocrisy, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

From idleness and love of money, from arrogance, and hardness of heart, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

On your Church, to make it holy, to fill it with love and truth, and to grant it that unity 
which is your will, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On the people of the world and the leaders of the nations, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On those who are sick, needy and in any kind of distress, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On all who are baptized and strive to live the Gospel of Christ, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On N our Bishop and all who lead the Church of God, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On those who are called to serve as priests, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On those [or NN] who are to be ordained today and those whom they will serve 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

 
Rejoicing in the fellowship of [N] and all your saints, we commit [NN], ourselves and one 
another to Christ our God. 

A period of silent prayer follows. 
Bishop: 

Merciful Lord, hear us and bless us, and as you have called us to your service, make us 
worthy of our calling, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 
The Veni Creator or another hymn invoking the Holy Spirit may be sung. 
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† The Ordination Sit 
 
The bishop stands with the priests who are to assist him or her; the candidates kneel. 
 
The bishop stretches out his or her hands towards the candidates and says: 

Praise God who made heaven and earth, 
Who keeps his promise for ever. 

 
Lord our God, we give you thanks and praise, 
because in your great love, you have formed throughout the world 
a holy people for your own possession, 
a royal priesthood, a universal Church. 
We give you thanks and praise 
for calling your people in every age to witness to your saving love 
and to proclaim the good news of your kingdom. 

And now we give you thanks that you have called these your servants 
to share in the sacred ministry of Christ, 
the Apostle and High Priest of our faith and the Shepherd of our souls. 

 
The bishop and the priests lay their hands on the head of each candidate. 

The bishop says: 

Send your Holy Spirit upon your servant [N], 
for the office and work of a priest in your Church. 

 
When all have received the laying on of hands, the bishop continues:  

Loving God, you have called these your servants; 
Give them love, wisdom and understanding, 
that they may carry out this ministry 
to which they have been ordained. 
May they live and proclaim the gospel of salvation 
and bring healing to the sick. 
May they faithfully celebrate the sacraments of our redemption 
and absolve and bless in your name. 
Give them patience and hope, gentleness and perseverance 
to work with all your people, 
that the world may come to know your glory and your love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen 
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† Vesting [Anointing] 
 
The newly-ordained priests are vested. 
 
[The bishop may anoint their hands with the oil of chrism and say: 

God, who at the baptism of Christ our Lord anointed him with the Holy Spirit, anoint and 
empower you to reconcile and bless his people.] 

 

† Presentation of the Scriptures, Chalice and Paten 
 
The bishop places in their hands the Bible and a chalice and paten, saying:  

Be a faithful steward of the word of God and of his holy sacraments. 
 
The bishop presents the newly-ordained to the people. Stand 
 

4. The Peace 
 

5. The Thanksgiving 
 

† Taking the Bread and Wine 
 

† Eucharistic Prayer 
 

6. The Communion 
 

† Breaking of the Bread 
 

† Communion 
 

7. The Sending Out 
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STRUCTURE 
 ________________________________________________________________  
 
1. The Gathering 

† Greeting 
† Prayer 
† Introduction  
† Presentation [see pages 24 and 25] 
† Gloria in excelsis 
† Collect 

 

2. The Proclamation of The Word 
† Old Testament Reading 
† Psalm 
† New Testament Reading 
† Gospel 
† Sermon 
† Affirmation of Faith 

 

3. The Ordination 
† Presentation [see pages 24 and 25] 
† Charge 
† Examination 
† Litany 
† Ordination  
 of Deacons 

† Vesting  
† Presentation of the Scriptures 
 of Priests 

† Vesting [Anointing] 
† Presentation of the Scriptures, Chalice and Paten 

 

4. The Peace 
 

5. The Thanksgiving 
† Taking the Bread and Wine 
† Eucharistic Prayer 

 

6. The Communion 
† Breaking of the Bread 
† Communion 

 

7. The Sending Out 
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THE ORDINATION OF DEACONS AND PRIESTS 

 _________________________________________________________  
 
1. The Gathering 
 

† Greeting 
 

† Prayer 
 

† Introduction  Sit 
 
Bishop: 

Brothers and sisters, the Church is the Body of Christ, the people of God and the dwelling-
place of the Holy Spirit. All who are united with Christ through baptism are called to serve 
him in the Church and in the world. 

Within this ministry, entrusted by Christ to his Church, deacons are called to assist the 
bishop and priests and, through loving service, to make Christ known by word and example. 

Priests are called to work with the bishop to sanctify, to teach and to exercise oversight 
within the community of faith. 

We have come together today to ordain [NN] to the order of deacons, and [NN] to the 
order of priests whom we believe God has called to these ministries. 

We will pray for them and lay hands upon them, invoking the Holy Spirit that they may work 
faithfully among God’s people. 

We will clothe them with the vesture of their order and present them with the outward 
signs of the ministry which will be entrusted to them. 

We will welcome the new priests to serve with their bishop and fellow priests in proclaiming 
the gospel, celebrating the sacraments, serving God’s people and building the kingdom of God. 

 

† Presentation [The Presentation may take place here, or immediately before the 
Ordination Charge. The bishop sits and the archdeacon or another duly 
appointed person presents the candidates by name to the bishop.] 

 
The bishop says to the candidates: 

[N], do you believe that God has called you to the office and work of a deacon/priest in 
his Church? 

Answer: I believe that God has called me. 
 

† Gloria in Excelsis 
 

† Collect 
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2. The Proclamation of The Word 
 

† Old Testament Reading 
 

† Psalm 
 

† New Testament Reading 
 

† Gospel 
 

† Sermon 
 

† Affirmation of Faith 
 

3. The Ordination  Sit 

 
† Presentation [The Presentation may take place here, or immediately after the 

Introduction. The bishop sits and the archdeacon or another duly appointed 
person presents the candidates by name to the bishop.] 

 
The bishop says to the candidates: 

[N], do you believe that God has called you to the office and work of a priest in his Church? 

Answer: I believe that God has called me. 
 

† The Charge 
 
The bishop addresses those to be ordained as deacons: 

Deacons are called to serve the Church of God and to care for all whom they serve, 
especially the poor, the sick, the needy and those who are in trouble. They should have 
compassion for the weak and lonely and those who are oppressed and powerless. They are 
to preach the word of God and to work with the bishop and priests in leading the worship 
of the people, especially at Baptism and the Holy Eucharist. They are to be diligent in 
pastoral work and in service to the community. 

Those who are called to be deacons are called to an ancient office within the Church. You 
are to be signs among the people of God that the Church is called to serve Christ in the 
world. You are to remember that Jesus washed his disciples’ feet and commanded us to 
follow his example. Remember also that in serving others you are serving the Lord himself. 
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The bishop addresses those to be ordained as priests: 

Priests in the Church of God are called to work with their bishop, their fellow priests and all 
the people of God as servants and shepherds.  

You are to proclaim the Word of the Lord, to call people to repentance, and in Christ’s 
name to absolve those who are penitent. 

You are to bless, baptize and preside at the Holy Eucharist. 

You are to teach the faith that comes to us from the Apostles and proclaim it afresh. 

You are to lead the people of God into holiness of life, and encourage the ministry of all 
God’s people. 

You are to explore new ventures in mission and work for peace and justice. 

You are to minister to the sick and prepare the dying for their death. 

You are to pray and to admonish, to counsel and encourage, and guide God’s people 
through the temptations and confusions of this world, that they may be saved through Christ 
for ever. 

Remember with thanksgiving that this ministry now to be entrusted to you is a sharing in 
the ministry of him who died on the cross. It will require sacrifice and bring suffering, but, 
lived faithfully, it will also bring you joy and peace. You will need determination and 
perseverance, and because you cannot fulfil this ministry in your own strength, pray that 
each day the Lord will renew your calling that you may follow the Good Shepherd 
wherever he leads. 

 
The bishop addresses all who are to be ordained: 

My brothers and sisters: pray without ceasing; labour in the Lord’s service; be of good 
courage; let no one suffer hurt through your neglect; serve the Church of Christ; build the 
Kingdom of God; rejoice in the Lord. 

 

† The Examination 
 

Before you are admitted to the order of priests or of deacons, I ask you to affirm your 
commitment to this ministry and way of life. Therefore I ask: 

 
Do you accept the Holy Scriptures as containing all things necessary for salvation through 
Jesus Christ our Lord? 

Answer: I do. 

Do you believe the doctrines of the Christian faith as the Church in Wales has received 
them, and will you uphold them? 

Answer: I believe them and will uphold them. 

Will you be faithful and diligent in proclaiming the Gospel and in celebrating the sacraments 
of the New Covenant? 

Answer: By the help of God, I will. 

Will you be diligent in prayer, in studying the Holy Scriptures and in continuing to equip 
yourself for ministry in the Church? 

Answer: By the help of God, I will. 
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Will you accept the discipline of the Church and give due respect to those set in authority 
over you? 

Answer: By the help of God, I will. 

Will you endeavour to promote unity, peace and love among those you serve, and to lead by 
encouragement and example? 

Answer: By the help of God, I will. 
 
The bishop addresses those to be ordained deacon: 

Will you work with the bishop, priests and all God’s people to help the church discern the 
needs, concerns and hopes of the world? 

Answer: By the help of God, I will. 
 
The bishop addresses those to be ordained priest: 

Will you work with the bishop, fellow priests, deacons and all God’s people to develop the 
mission of the Church? 

Answer: By the help of God, I will. 
 

Will you seek to recognise in God’s people the gifts he has given to them, that every 
member may be equipped for the work of ministry so that the body of Christ may be built 
up in love? 

Answer: By the help of God, I will. 
 

May God who knows the secrets of your heart give you strength to do all these things 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 

 
The bishop addresses the congregation: 

People of God, do you believe and trust that they are worthy to be ordained? 
We trust that they are worthy: thanks be to God. 

 
Will you support them in their ministry? 
We will support them.  
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† The Litany or other Intercession Kneel 
 

God the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

God the Son, 
have mercy on us. 

God the Holy Spirit, 
have mercy on us. 

Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, 
have mercy on us. 

From evil and sin, from pride, vanity and hypocrisy, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

From idleness and love of money, from arrogance, and hardness of heart, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

On your Church, to make it holy, to fill it with love and truth, 
and to grant it that unity which is your will, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On the people of the world and the leaders of the nations, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On those who are sick, needy and in any kind of distress, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On all who are baptized and strive to live the Gospel of Christ, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On [N], our Bishop and all who lead the Church of God, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On those who are called to serve as deacons and priests, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On those [or NN] who are to be ordained today and those whom they will serve, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

 
Rejoicing in the fellowship of [N] and all your saints, we commit [NN], ourselves and one 
another to Christ our God. 

 
A period of silent prayer follows. 

Bishop: 

Merciful Lord, hear us and bless us, and as you have called us to your service, make us 
worthy of our calling, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 
The Veni Creator or another hymn invoking the Holy Spirit may be sung. 
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† The Ordination of Deacons Sit 
 
Those who are to be ordained kneel. 
 
The bishop stretches out his or her hands towards the candidates and says: 

Praise God who made heaven and earth, 
Who keeps his promise for ever. 

 
We praise and bless you, most merciful Father, 
because in your love for us, you sent your only Son Jesus Christ 
to take the form of a servant and to live among us. 
He humbled himself for our sake, 
and in obedience accepted death, even death on a cross; 
therefore you highly exalted him 
and gave him the name that is above every name. 

So Father, we thank you that you have called these your servants 
to share this ministry entrusted to your Church. 

 
The bishop lays his or her hands on the head of each candidate, and says: 

Send your Holy Spirit upon your servant [N], 
for the office and work of a deacon in your Church.  

 
When all have received the laying-on of hands, the bishop continues: 

Loving Father, give to these your servants humility, strength and perseverance. 
As your Son came not to be served but to serve, 
may they be faithful in service, ready to teach and constant in prayer. 
May they abound in faith, be rooted in love and seek only your glory, 
now and for ever; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen 

 

† Vesting  
 
The newly-ordained deacons are vested with a stole. 
 

† Presentation of the Scriptures 
 
The bishop gives each deacon a New Testament, and says: 

Be faithful in that ministry which is now entrusted to you,  
and serve God’s people in his name. 

 
The deacons return to their places. 
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† The Ordination of Priests 
 
The bishop stands with the priests who are to assist him or her; those who are to be ordained priest kneel. 
 
The bishop stretches out his or her hands towards the candidates and says: 

Praise God who made heaven and earth, 
Who keeps his promise for ever. 

 
Lord our God, we give you thanks and praise, 
because in your great love, you have formed throughout the world 
a holy people for your own possession, 
a royal priesthood, a universal Church. 
We give you thanks and praise 
for calling your people in every age to witness to your saving love 
and to proclaim the good news of your kingdom. 

And now we give you thanks that you have called these your servants 
to share in the sacred ministry of Christ, 
the Apostle and High Priest of our faith and the Shepherd of our souls. 

 
The bishop and the priests lay their hands on the head of each candidate. The bishop says: 

Send your Holy Spirit upon your servant [N], 
for the office and work of a priest in your Church. 

 
When all have received the laying on of hands, the bishop continues:  

Loving God, you have called these your servants; 
Give them love, wisdom and understanding, 
that they may carry out this ministry 
to which they have been ordained. 
May they live and proclaim the gospel of salvation 
and bring healing to the sick. 
May they faithfully celebrate the sacraments of our redemption 
and absolve and bless in your name. 
Give them patience and hope, gentleness and perseverance to work with all your people, 
that the world may come to know your glory and your love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen 

 

† Vesting [Anointing] 
 
The newly-ordained priests are vested. 
 
[The bishop may anoint their hands with the oil of chrism and say: 

God, who at the baptism of Christ our Lord anointed him with the Holy Spirit,  
anoint and empower you to reconcile and bless his people.] 
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† Presentation of the Scriptures, Chalice and Paten 
 
The bishop places in their hands the Bible and a chalice and paten, saying:  

Be a faithful steward of the word of God and of his holy sacraments. 
 
The bishop presents the newly-ordained to the people. Stand 
 

4. The Peace 
 

5. The Thanksgiving 
 

† Taking the Bread and Wine 
 

† Eucharistic Prayer 
 

6. The Communion 
 

† Breaking of the Bread 
 

† Communion 
 

7. The Sending Out 
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STRUCTURE 
 ________________________________________________________________  
 
1. The Gathering 

† Greeting 
† Prayer 
† Introduction and Presentation 
† Gloria in Excelsis 
† Collect 

 
2. The Proclamation of The Word 

† Old Testament reading 
† Psalm 
† New Testament reading 
† Gospel 
† Sermon 
† Affirmation of Faith 

 
3. The Ordination 

† Mandate 
† Charge 
† Examination 
† Litany 
† Ordination 
† [Anointing] 
† Presentation of Ring, Cross and Mitre 

 
4. The Peace 
 
5. The Thanksgiving 

† Taking the Bread and Wine 
† Eucharistic Prayer 

 
6. The Communion 

† Breaking of the Bread 
† Communion 

 
7. The Sending Out 

† Presentation of the Bible and Pastoral Staff 
† The Blessing 
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THE CONSECRATION OF A BISHOP 
 ________________________________________________________________  
 
1. The Gathering 
 

† Greeting 
 

† Prayer 
 

† Introduction and Presentation Sit 
 
Archbishop: 

Brothers and sisters, the Church is the Body of Christ, the people of God and the dwelling-
place of the Holy Spirit. All who are united with Christ through baptism are called to serve 
him in the Church and in the world. 

Within this ministry, entrusted by Christ to his Church, bishops are called to be chief 
pastors and shepherds and to unite all God’s people. With their fellow bishops they are to 
guard the faith that comes to us from the apostles and proclaim the gospel of God’s 
kingdom. They are to ordain deacons and priests and build up the Body of Christ in loving 
obedience to the will of God. 

We have come together today to ordain [N] to the order of bishops whom we believe God 
has called to his ministry. 

We will pray for him/her and lay hands upon him/her, invoking the Holy Spirit that he/she 
may serve faithfully among God’s people. 

We will clothe him/her with the vesture of priests and present him/her with the outward 
signs of the ministry which will be entrusted to him/her. 

We will welcome him/her among us as a brother/sister in Christ and we shall send him/her 
out in the name of Jesus the Good Shepherd.  

 
The archbishop sits and the candidate is presented. 

Most Reverend Father in God, we present [N] to be ordained and consecrated a bishop in 
the Church of God. 

 
The archbishop says to the bishop-elect: 

[N], do you believe that God has called you to the office and work of a bishop in his Church? 

Answer: I believe that God has called me. 
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2. The Proclamation of The Word 
 

† Old Testament reading 
 

† Psalm 
 

† New Testament reading 
 

† Gospel 
 

† Sermon 
 

† Affirmation of Faith 
 

3. The Ordination 

 
† The Mandate Sit 

 
Archbishop: 

 Let the mandate for the consecration be read. 
 
The Archbishop’s Registrar reads the mandate. 
 
Archbishop: 

This is [N], whom we propose to ordain and consecrate to the order of bishops.  
I therefore ask you to declare your assent to his consecration. 

 
Do you trust that he/she is worthy to be ordained bishop? 
We trust that he/she is worthy: thanks be to God. 

Will you support him/her in his ministry? 
 We will support him/her. 
 

[N], you are to lead God’s people in worship, witness and mission. You are to guide them in 
the way of truth and teach the faith we have received. Therefore pray always for the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit that your life and ministry may be holy and acceptable to God. 

 

† The Charge 
 
The archbishop addresses the bishop-elect: 

Bishops are called to serve and care for the people of God. Mindful of the Good Shepherd, 
who laid down his life for his sheep, they are to love and pray for those committed to their 
charge, knowing their people and being known by them. They are to lead their people in 
prayer and praise and to preside at the Holy Eucharist. They are to baptise and confirm, 
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absolve and bless, nurturing God’s people in the life of the Spirit, and leading them in the 
way of holiness. They are to nurture and discern the gifts of the Spirit in all who follow 
Christ, commissioning them to minister in his name. They are to ordain deacons and priests 
and share in the ordination of their fellow bishops. 

As chief pastors, it is their duty to maintain the unity of the Church, speaking in the name of 
God, and interpreting the gospel of salvation. Together with their clergy and people they are 
to promote the church’s mission and have a special care for all, and especially the poor, the 
outcast and the needy. 

Following the example of the apostles, they are to proclaim the gospel, boldly speak the 
truth, and work for justice and peace. They are to be merciful, but with firmness, and to 
minister discipline but with mercy. 

My brother/sister, let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Pray 
without ceasing; be of good courage; never lose heart; let no one suffer hurt through your 
neglect; lay hands suddenly on no-one; preach the gospel; heal the sick; rejoice in the Lord. 

 

† The Examination 
 

Before you are admitted to the order of bishops, I ask you to affirm your commitment to 
this ministry and way of life. Therefore I ask: 

 
Do you accept the Holy Scriptures as containing all things necessary for salvation through 
Jesus Christ our Lord? 

Answer: I do. 

Will you diligently teach and uphold the Christian faith as the Church in Wales has received it? 
Answer: By the help of God, I will. 

Will you promote peace and reconciliation in the Church and in the world; and will you 
strive to make visible the unity of Christ’s Church? 

Answer: By the help of God, I will. 

Will you be loving and generous for Christ’s sake to those who are in need, and speak for 
those who have no-one to speak for them? 

Answer: By the help of God, I will. 

Will you fashion your life according to the way of Christ, and welcome all in his name? 
Answer: By the help of God, I will. 

Will you accept the discipline of the Church, and exercise authority with justice, courtesy 
and love? 

Answer: By the help of God, I will. 

Will you work with God’s people and with the deacons and priests to proclaim the good 
news of Christ in the diocese in which you shall serve? 

Answer: By the help of God, I will. 

Will you play your part with your fellow bishops in serving the people of this Province? 
Answer: By the help of God, I will. 
 

May God who knows the secrets of your heart give you strength to do all these things 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 



The Consecration of a Bishop 

40 

† The Litany or other Intercession Kneel 
 

God the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

God the Son, 
have mercy on us. 

God the Holy Spirit, 
have mercy on us. 

Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, 
have mercy on us. 

From evil and sin, from pride, vanity and hypocrisy, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

From idleness and love of money, from arrogance and hardness of heart, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

On your Church, to make it holy, to fill it with love and truth, 
and to grant it that unity which is your will, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On the people of the world and the leaders of the nations, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On those who are sick, needy and in any kind of distress, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On all who are baptized and strive to live the Gospel of Christ, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On [N]our archbishop and all bishops, priests and deacons, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On [N] who is called to serve as a bishop in the Church and on the Diocese of [...], 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

On all who seek to further the unity and mission of the Church, and to proclaim your gospel 
in the world, 
Lord, send your Spirit. 

Rejoicing in the fellowship of [N] and all your saints, we commit [N], ourselves and one 
another to Christ our God. 
To you, O Lord. 

 
A period of silent prayer follows. 

 
Archbishop: 

Merciful Lord, hear us and bless us, and as you have called us to your service, 
make us worthy of our calling, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 
The Veni Creator or another hymn invoking the Holy Spirit may be sung. 
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† The Ordination SIT 
 
The archbishop stands, with the bishops who are to assist him or her. 
 
The bishop-elect kneels. 
 
The archbishop stretches out his or her hands towards the candidate and says: 

Praise God who made heaven and earth, 
Who keeps his promise for ever. 

Lord our God, we praise and glorify you 
because in your great love you have formed throughout the world 
a holy people for your own possession, 
a royal priesthood, a universal Church. 

We praise and glorify you 
for calling your people in very age to witness to your saving love 
and to proclaim the good news of your kingdom. 

We praise and glorify you that you have called this your servant 
to share in this ministry entrusted to your Church. 

 
The archbishop and the bishops lay their hands on the head of the candidate. 
 
The archbishop says: 

Send your Holy Spirit upon your servant [N], for the office and work of a bishop in your 
Church. Fill him/her with the grace and power which you gave to your apostles, that as a 
true shepherd he/she may care for your people and lead them in proclaiming the saving 
gospel of your love. 

The archbishop continues: 

Through this your servant, heavenly Father, 
increase your Church, renew her ministry and unite her members 
in a holy fellowship of truth and love. 
Give [N] strength to be a guardian of the faith and sacraments. 
As a teacher, give him/her the gift of wisdom and the grace of humility 
that he may use his/her authority to heal and not to hurt, 
to build up and not to destroy. 
Defend him from all evil, 
that as a steward over your household and an ambassador for Christ, 
he/she may be blameless before you; 
and bring him/her with all whom he/she shall serve 
into the Kingdom of your Son our Lord, 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
belong glory and praise, honour and worship, 
now and for ever.  Amen 
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† [Anointing] 
 
[The archbishop may anoint the new bishop with the oil of chrism, saying: 

May God who has called you anoint and consecrate you  
to lead the Church in holiness and truth.  Amen]  

 

† Presentation of Ring, Cross and Mitre 
 
The archbishop presents the new bishop with the episcopal ring, saying: 

Be faithful to Christ and his people. Be gentle and generous. Be loving and firm. 
 
The new bishop is presented with a pectoral cross: 

Preach the faith of Christ crucified and witness to the risen Lord in word and deed. 
 
The new bishop is presented with a mitre: 

May the Holy Spirit be your guide and wisdom in all things. 
 
The archbishop presents the new bishop to the people. Stand 
 

4. The Peace 
 

5. The Thanksgiving 
 

† Taking the Bread and Wine 
 

† Eucharistic Prayer 
 

6. The Communion 
 

† Breaking of the Bread 
 

† Communion 
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7. The Sending Out 
 

† The Presentation of The Bible and a Pastoral Staff 
 
The archbishop presents the new bishop with a Bible: 

Receive the Holy Scriptures: here are the words of eternal life. 
 
The archbishop presents the new bishop with a pastoral staff: 

Keep watch over the flock of Christ which has been entrusted to your care. 
 

† The Blessing 
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