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A Church for the Future
Sermon Notes and
Resources Information
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You might find these notes helpful in preparing a
sermon about the importance of legacies within
Christian discipleship and giving.
There is a sound biblical basis as to why Christians
should make a will in addition to the general common
sense reasons that affect everyone.
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Sermon notes
Responsibility for your family
Christians have a positive duty to provide for their relatives. “If anyone does not provide
for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is
worse than an unbeliever” (1 Timothy 5.8). In any event, by making a will, you are taking
steps now to extend your love and protection towards your family beyond your death.
The theme of inheritance is a strong one that runs throughout the Bible, from Genesis
where we witness Esau exchanging his birthright (inheritance) for some stew, right up
to God’s glorious promise in granting to the family of believers the privilege of being
“co-heirs” with Jesus Christ. There are even some very practical references, e.g. “In the
case of a will, it is necessary to prove the death of the one who made it, because a will is
only in force when somebody has died; it never takes effect while the one who made it is
living” (Hebrews 9.16-17). Just as our secular laws of intestacy reflect concern for the
family since distribution of the estate is amongst relatives through marriage or blood, so
too, God is concerned with His family’s inheritance through all generations.

Good stewardship
All that you own is a gift on loan from God and you are expected to deal with it in a
responsible and wise manner. As a Christian, you have a specific instruction to “put your
house in order” (Isaiah 38.1). This Scriptural authority is clearly rooted in the context of
imminent death. Thus, it is quite reasonable to deduce that God was calling the hearer to
make all proper arrangements concerning His possessions in contemplation of His death.
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Sermon notes
God’s Kingdom and His people
In line with the principle of faithful stewardship, including a legacy in your will to help the growth of
God’s Kingdom and to meet the needs of His people, is a marvellous act. Most people have savings
and assets that they have not been able to share during their lifetime for good practical reasons.
The point of death, however, can be a great release from those responsibilities and enable you to
express the desire for generosity that you may have carried in your heart, perhaps for decades.
After having provided for your family, including a gift to your church or a charity that is concerned
with Christian ministry is a natural step in the sequence of planned giving (e.g. via standing orders
and Gift Aid) carried out during your lifetime.
As well as sharing in the privilege and excitement of being involved in Christian ministry by leaving a
legacy, making a will is also an excellent opportunity for evangelism amongst your non-Christian
relatives and friends. A will allows you to leave instructions in as much detail as you wish about your
funeral service. You can specify readings from the Bible and hymns or songs that truly reflect your
Christian journey. It is a good idea also to leave a separate note of your funeral wishes that can be
readily found.
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Attitude
It follows that making a will should not, for the Christian, be viewed as an unpleasant and
fearful task (many non-Christians avoid it because they think it might be “tempting fate”),
but a positive step in acknowledging Christ’s victory over death and your inheritance of
eternal life with Him. Leaving a legacy for God’s work should be carried out in an attitude
of genuine willingness from the heart.
“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9.7)
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Luke 12.34)
Interestingly, reliable research shows that people who make a will live longer than those
who die intestate and further, that people who leave a gift to charity live an extra two
years longer! Perhaps the act of giving provides a liberating and rewarding experience
that makes such individuals happier and healthier. As Jesus said, “Give, and it will be given
to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured
into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” (Luke 6.38)
For further sermon tips and liturgical ideas too why not take a look at the Parish
Resources section at www.churchinwales.org.uk/wills
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Prayers
Heavenly Father we praise and worship you,
We thank you for all that you have given us:
Bless us as we seek to respond to your goodness. Amen

Lord of all, help us to remember that our gifts, our possessions, our love, our very
lives, are the gifts of your grace. May we may be faithful stewards of all that you
have entrusted to us, that all people may know your love and all creation may
come to share your glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord God, giver of everything,
Help us to remember that Jesus said,
‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’.
Fill our hearts with that love
Which knows that real happiness and true wealth
Come from sharing all that we have;
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
William Barclay

O Lord,
Help us to go out of ourselves
So that we may give ourselves over to you
With all our powers
With all that we are and all that we have.
Jacob Boeme
Treasury of Prayer – Hodder

Heavenly Father
Whose love has given us all that we possess:
Grant us grace that we may honour you with all that we possess;
And bearing in mind the account we must one day provide,
Make us faithful stewards of your gifts;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Based on Proverbs 3.9
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Blessed be thou, O Lord God for ever and ever.
Thine, O Lord is the greatness, the power
And the victory and the majesty;
For all that is in heaven and on the earth is thine.
Thine is the kingdom, O Lord,
And thou art exalted as head above all.
Both riches and honour come of thee,
For the good of thy church and the glory of thy name
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Based on 1 Chronicles 29

Help us to centre our thoughts on all that we have been given,
Not what we lack.
Then gratitude will be the response of our lives
And we shall learn to see and celebrate your love in every day.
Corrymeela

O Glorious God
The whole of creation proclaims your marvellous work;
Increase in use the capacity to wonder and delight in it,
That heaven’s praise may echo in our hearts
And our lives may be spent as good stewards of the earth.
Christopher Irvine
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Useful Bible passages
Genesis 15.1-6
God’s promise is given to Abraham for his
descendants.

Acts 5.1-11
Ananias and Sapphira provide an unintended
object lesson.

1 Chronicles 22.14-16
David reveals what he is leaving for Solomon to
build the temple.

Romans 8.11-17
As God’s children, we will inherit the blessings he
has in store.

Ecclesiastes 5.10-20
The writer reflects on the futility of hoarding
wealth.

1 Peter 1.3-5
God’s generosity will culminate in us inheriting
blessings in heaven.

Ecclesiastes 7.11-12
Wisdom is better than money.

2 Corinthians 8.12-14
Share your plenty with those in need.

Deuteronomy 8.17-18
It is the Lord God who makes you wealthy.

1 Timothy 6.6-10
Be satisfied with what you have because you
can’t take your wealth with you when you leave
the world.

Job 1.21
Job acknowledges the transcience of all types of
wealth.
Proverbs 13.22
Good people will have something to leave to
their grandchildren.
Luke 12.13-21
The parable of the rich fool.
John 14.23-29
Part of Jesus’ “last will and testament”.
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Galatians 6.6-10
Never tire of doing good.
Hebrews 13.5,14
Be satisfied with what you have, and fix your
gaze on heaven.
Matthew 6.19-21
Do not store up riches now, but in heaven.
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Magazine articles and snippets
Using these articles and snippets in your church magazine could be an effective way to
encourage legacy gifts to your church.

ARTICLE 1

Benefits that last forever…
Why be ordinary when you can be extraordinary? Anyone can leave a legacy to the church and it doesn’t have
to be for a lot of money. People, who include the church in their will, leave behind a strong expression of
commitment to the mission and future of the church.
Whether you give £200, £2,000, or £20,000 your gift counts.
Remembering the church in your will isn't difficult. It takes as little as 45 minutes. And the benefits will last
forever.
How can you help make a difference to the church of the future? The Church in Wales invites you to
consider a making a gift to the church in your will. To find out more visit www.churchinwales.org.uk/wills
or call 029 2034 8200.

ARTICLE 2

Just imagine…
Many people give generously to their local church, week-by-week often for their entire adult lives. Such giving
is essential to fund the churches core work of mission and ministry. But it’s more than that – our giving is a
thankful response to a loving and big-hearted God who has blessed us and provides for us.
Yet for most people the opportunity to make a one-off substantial financial gift to the work of the church
never seems to arise. After all, the costs of family, property and basic provisions are an everyday reality and
can be costly!
Imagine a situation where your gift could make a real and lasting difference to the work of the church:
Providing funding to employ a youth or children’s worker; to extend a church to provide a meeting place for
new church groups or perhaps to repair a church building, so that it can continue to be a place of worship
and witness for centuries to come. Whether you give £200, £2,000, or £20,000 your gift counts.
How can you help make a difference to the church of the future? The Church in Wales invites you to consider
a making a gift to the church in your will. To find out more visit www.churchinwales.org.uk/wills
or call 029 2034 8200.
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Magazine articles and snippets
ARTICLE 3

Past, Present & Future…
‘A cottage and six acres of land called The Poor’s Six Acres, gift of the Arney family in the reign of Charles II, to
the parish of Nash towards the support of the poor’ – reads a faded board hanging in a village church. Today,
some 340 years later, knowledge of the Arney family has been lost in the midst of time, yet their gift continues
to resource the mission of the local church to those in need.
For many people the most important financial decision they will make concerns what will happen to their money
and possessions after they die. Even so, 50% of adults could cause their loved ones unnecessary expense and
problems after their death. Research shows that over half the UK adult population has not written a will. Yet
without a will that has been properly witnessed, UK law requires the Courts to decide how to distribute an estate
according to a fixed legal formula. This takes time, incurs cost and almost certainly differs from what you really
wanted. Many other adults have wills that are out of date, containing old addresses, or not reflecting their
current family situation.
For nearly 500 years the Church has encouraged people to make a will. When Archbishop Cranmer wrote the
first English language Prayer Book in the 16th Century, he reminded parishioners to keep their wills up-to-date
whilst they were still in good health, for their own peace of mind as well as to help their executors. The Arney
family would certainly have known this when they made their decision to make a gift to the church which would
resource its mission and ministry for centuries after their deaths.
How can you help make a difference to the church of the future? Today, The Church in Wales continues this
tradition and invites you to consider a making a gift to the church in your will. To find out more visit
www.churchinwales.org.uk/wills or call 029 2034 8200.

MAGAZINE SNIPPET 1

Trendsetter
This short snippet features the growth in gifts left in wills to charity over recent years.
Are you a trendsetter?
During recent years there has been a significant increase in charitable gifts left in wills. In 1991, 65,000 legacies
were given to charities; by 2001, 84,000 legacies were received. Why not be part of this growing trend and leave
a gift to your church and other charities you support when you write or amend your will?
For more information on wills and leaving a gift to the Church, visit www.churchinwales.org.uk/wills
or telephone 029 2034 8200.
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MAGAZINE SNIPPET 2

Famous Last Words
The last words of five famous people, with a challenge on how we will express our final wishes.
Famous Last Words!
“Either that wallpaper goes, or I do.” Oscar Wilde
“Excuse my dust.” Dorothy Parker (epitaph)
“Goodbye, my friends, I go on to glory” Isodora Duncan
“I have spent a lot of time searching through the Bible for loopholes” WC Fields
“Die, my dear doctor, that’s the last thing I shall do.” Lord Palmerston
Planning your last words is a difficult thing to do, you can and should express your final wishes by making a
will. This ensures you can make appropriate arrangements for your family. You can also remember your church
family, or other charities. Our final words are not always spoken!
For more information on wills and leaving a gift to the Church, visit www.churchinwales.org.uk/wills
or telephone 029 2034 8200.

MAGAZINE SNIPPET 3

Islamic Wills and yours
Are we as Christians, prepared to be as generous in disposing of our assets as those of the Muslim faith?
Islamic wills... and yours?
The Muslim faith requires every believer to provide for their immediate family in their will and to give a
quarter of the estate to charity.
Once you’ve remembered your loved ones in your will, please remember your church family and help them to
develop their future ministry.
For more information on wills and leaving a gift to the Church, visit www.churchinwales.org.uk/wills or
telephone 029 2034 8200.
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Magazine articles and snippets
MAGAZINE SNIPPET 4

Dead Easy Quiz
Five questions on the deaths of others, and one less easy question on our own wills.

Dead Easy Quiz
1. What poet’s last words were “I’ve just drunk eighteen straight whiskies? I think that’s a record?
2. Who said “Old? Me? Nonsense. The hills are old, but evergreen.”
3. Who wrote the opera “Death in Venice”? **
4. Who wrote the novel “Death in Venice”? **
5. Who died with one eye, one arm and a kiss?
Answers
1. Dylan Thomas
2. Chairman Mao
3. Benjamin Britten
4. Thomas Mann
5. Horatio Nelson

** Talking of Venice, did you know that land there is so precious no burials are allowed in the city itself but
have to take place on the island of San Michele in the Lagoon. Space is even at a premium on the island and
burials only last for a decade before the bones are disinterred and taken to an ossuary, so that the graves can
be re-used.

Less Easy Quiz
Q: Are you sure that your will expresses your wishes as they currently stand?
A: Most people need to review their wills regularly. Throughout our lives our situations change – family
circumstances change and we might change the causes we support. Updating your will is relatively simple, and
not as expensive as you might think.
For more information on wills and leaving a gift to the Church, visit www.churchinwales.org.uk/wills
or telephone 029 2034 8200

10 | The Church in Wales – Sermon Notes and Resources Information

