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Officiant’s card for The Liturgy of Baptism [Section 3]

PLEASE NOTE - This card is designed to meet the practical needs of bishops, priests and
deacons during that part of the rite of Christian Initiation where it is easier to use a card than a
service book. The rubrics and Notes in the service book should, however, be read carefully before
this card is used.

(1) The Decision

The minister addresses the candidates and their sponsors / the parents and godparents:

You have declared your wish

[At baptism with confirmation] [At the baptism of infants]
to be baptized and confirmed for N. to be baptized.
(and for these children to be baptized.)

We therefore now invite you to respond to Christ’s call.

Do you turn to Christ?
I turn to Christ.

Do you repent of your sins?
I repent of my sins.

Do you renounce evil?
I renounce evil.

[At baptism with confirmation] [At the baptism of infants]
May God, who has called you Almighty Father,
out of darkness into light, you sent your Son into the world
restore you to destroy the powers of darkness.
in the image of his glory Hear our prayer for these children:
and lead you deliver them from evil,
in the way of Christ. give them light and joy
Amen. and fill them with your Holy Spirit,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

If the oil of catechumens is used, those to be baptized may be anointed with it either at this
point or while being signed with the cross.

(2) The Signing with the Cross

By his cross and precious blood, our Lord Jesus Christ has redeemed the world. He has
told us that, if any want to become his followers, they must deny themselves, take up
their cross and follow him day by day.

The sign of the cross is made on the forehead of each candidate for baptism.

N, I sign you with the sign of the cross and claim you for our Saviour Jesus Christ.

The minister continues:

Never be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified.

Fight valiantly against sin, the world and the devil,
and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life. Amen.



(3) The Profession of Faith

At the font, the minister addresses the candidates/parents and godparents:
We invite you now to profess the Christian faith.

Do you believe in God the Father, the Creator of all?
I believe and trust in God the Father.

Do you believe in his Son Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world?
I believe and trust in God the Son.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life?
I believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit.

The minister addresses the congregation:
This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

(4) The Blessing of the Baptismal Water

EITHER
We give thanks to you, O God:
we bless your holy name.

For your gift of water to nourish and sustain all life,
we give you thanks and praise.

Through the waters of the sea
you led the children of Israel from slavery to freedom:
we give you thanks and praise.

At his baptism,
your Son Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit:
we give you thanks and praise.

Through the power of that same Spirit, sanctify this water
that your children who are washed in it
may be united with Christ in his death and resurrection.
Cleanse and deliver them from all sin;
bring them to new birth in the family of your Church
and make them inheritors of your kingdom:
through Jesus Christ our Lord
whom, by the power of the Spirit,
you raised to live with you
for ever and ever. Amen.



OR
Praise God who made heaven and earth:
who keeps his promise for ever.

Heavenly Father, we thank you
for your love in creation
and for the gift of water
to sustain, cleanse and refresh all living creatures.

We thank you for the covenant you made
with your people of old:
you led them through the sea from slavery to freedom.

We thank you that, in the waters of the Jordan,
your Son Jesus was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By his death on the cross and his resurrection,
he has brought us forgiveness and set us free.

We thank you that in the waters of baptism
you cleanse us from sin,
renew us by your Spirit
and raise us to new life.

Sanctify this water so that your children who are washed in it
may be made one with Christ.
In fulfilment of your promise,
anoint them with your Holy Spirit,
bring them to new birth in the family of your Church
and give them a share in your kingdom:
through Jesus Christ our Lord
whom, by the power of the Spirit,
you raised to live with you
for ever and ever. Amen.

(5) The Baptism

The minister baptizes each candidate, saying:
N, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The minister may anoint each newly baptized child on the crown of the head with chrism, saying:
May God, who has received you by baptism into his Church, pour upon you the riches of
his grace. As Christ was anointed priest, prophet and king, may you daily be conformed
to his image. Amen.

Those being baptized and confirmed should not be anointed at this point.

The minister or a member of the congregation may clothe each of the newly baptized in a white
garment, saying:
You have been clothed with Christ and raised to new life in him.



(6) The Giving of the Light

If included, this may be done either at this point or at the point indicated in Section 7 .
The minister or a member of the congregation may give a lighted candle to each of the newly
baptized.
You have received the light of Christ;
walk in this light all the days of your life.
Shine as a light in the world
to the glory of God the Father.
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