
The Parish Green Guide
Caring for God’s Creation



‘I warmly encourage every church to take this
important issue seriously and to use the PCC
check list as a normal part of its annual
business. The Church in Wales has a huge
contribution to make to a sustainable future,
not least by the way it uses energy in its
buildings and recycles and avoids unnecessary
waste. Our prayers and liturgies also give us
many opportunities to proclaim the goodness 
of God’s creation and our responsibility for its
sustainability. I celebrate the work that is
already being done by individual Christians in
local communities as well as the examples set
by churches across Wales. 

I look forward to the day when every parish
receives a Diocesan Environmental Award for 
its contribution.’

Archbishop Barry Morgan
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This pack provides guidance to Parochial Church Councils on policies
and actions to reduce the environmental impact of our activities.

The pack is not intended to be prescriptive or provide all the detailed
answers. It seeks to establish the environment as a key issue and to
inspire your church to take on its own initiatives. It seeks to be a simple
way of moving forward in an area that can seem very daunting.
Enshrined within it is the principle of ‘Think Global – Act Local’.

The importance of this issue also means that sometimes we should be
prepared to pursue the ‘greenest’ rather than the ‘cheapest’ option.

Introduction
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The pack is in four parts:

1
A Statement of Principles: 
This confirms the priority we should 
attach to the environment in our work

2
A Checklist for Action: 
This section aims to help those managing our
churches to think about the areas where they
might try to improve their environmental
policies and procedures

3
Sources of help: 
This lists publications and websites that
should help you to plan further

4
Ideas for Prayers and Worship: 
This offers some prayers and actions as
suggestions for your use and adaptation

The first three parts of this pack are split
into 10 key areas for action and
information is consistently grouped
under each key area.

‘For the Church of the 

21st Century, good ecology is not

an optional extra but a matter of

justice. It is therefore central to 

what it means to be a Christian.’

Archbishop Rowan Williams

Introduction



Part 1
Sustainability: 
A Statement of Principles 
from the Bench of Bishops
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We believe in the conservation of the Earth and its resources

as God’s precious creation. The Church should strive to put this

belief into action by:

1. Seeking to reduce energy use in all our buildings

2. Being open to renewable energy solutions such as solar

power and wind turbines on our property

3. Encouraging the use of less polluting forms of transport

wherever possible particularly walking and cycling

4. Developing wildlife conservation schemes in our

churchyards

5. Using Fair Trade, environment and animal friendly 

products wherever possible

Part 1 | Sustainability: 

A Statement of Principles from the Bench of Bishops

6. Reducing waste by composting and recycling as much of

it as possible

7. Reducing paper usage (and then only recycled paper) 

8. Considering the environmental impact of our meetings

and how we can reduce that impact

9. Disseminating information on good practice and where to

obtain advice and help on environmental issues

10. Promoting sustainability through our preaching and

teaching and setting a good example 

We believe these principles should challenge all of us – in

church, at home, at work and in the community. However, if

there are real problems in achieving, for example, point 2, don’t

let this stop you exploring the rest of the principles.



Part 2 A Checklist for Action 
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Part 2 | A Checklist for Action 

1. Energy and Water Use

Have you installed insulation, where possible, in all your buildings, e.g. in the walls, lofts or roofs? 

Have you installed low energy light bulbs? 

Do you check that electric appliances are never left on standby? 

Have you done an energy audit – assessing use, savings, heating and ventilation systems? 

Do you use a green energy supplier to reduce your carbon footprint? 

Have you considered achieving a recognised energy standard? 

e.g. Green Dragon Environmental Standard – the Welsh Environmental Management System Standard, 

EMAS (Eco-Management and Audit System) or ISO 14001

Have you installed water meters in your buildings? 

Do you collect roof water in water butts for churchyard and garden use?

Have you installed movement sensors on lights and water saving devices on taps and toilets?

2. Alternative Energy

Have you considered wood or biomass rather than fossil fuels? 

Have you considered photovoltaic cell or solar panel systems and wind turbines? 

Have you considered ground source heat pumps? 

Key area Yes No When*

* Set a target date to achieve progress on the issue and decide how and by whom this will be done including costs.
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3. Transport and Visitors

Do you encourage people to walk or cycle to church? 

Do you encourage the use of public transport on church notice boards and communications? 

Do you promote local visitor and tourist attractions and access to them? 

Have you bike racks or space for bikes to be parked securely? 

Do your priests, readers or lay ministers walk or use bikes in their local ministry visits? 

Do you share cars to get to Church?

4. The Churchyard

Have you developed areas for wildlife in your Churchyard?

Have you considered establishing an area for natural burials?

Have you involved the local community, including children, in the development of nature trails, 

biodiversity projects and composting projects?

Have you developed ‘green space’ areas in derelict or neglected corners around the church buildings 

and land or elsewhere in the local community?

Key area Yes No When*

* Set a target date to achieve progress on the issue and decide how and by whom this will be done including costs.
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5. Do you buy and serve Fair Trade or use Eco-friendly products?

Do you use Fairtrade refreshments after services; on special occasions or at social events?

Do you look at the cleaning materials you use? 

Do you check purchasing policy? e.g. purchase items made of recycled materials

Do you buy locally? 

Have you encouraged events involving local food products, e.g. local farmers and local food manufacturers? 

Have you set up a food co-operative? 

Do you use charity shops and re-use schemes?

6. Do you have recycling facilities on your church premises 

or nearby and do you use them?

Paper 

Cups 

Cans and bottles 

Organic waste 

Plastic bags 

Part 2 | A Checklist for Action 

Key area Yes No When*

* Set a target date to achieve progress on the issue and decide how and by whom this will be done including costs.
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7. Paper and Technology

Do you distribute minutes of meetings and newsletters, for example, electronically, to save paper and postage costs? 

Do you print ‘back to back’? 

Do you re-use paper for other activities in the Parish? 

Do you have a website to advertise Church activities? 

Is there an e-mail address for parish enquiries? 

Do you only use recycled paper?

8. Meetings

Do you consider the location of meetings to minimise car use and encourage use of public transport? 

Do you have a system to share cars to attend meetings? 

Do you encourage use of public transport to attend Deanery/Diocesan/Provincial meetings? 

Appoint a parish representative for the environment to champion green issues in the congregation and 

link with the Deanery, Diocese and Province

Key area Yes No When*

* Set a target date to achieve progress on the issue and decide how and by whom this will be done including costs.
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9. Informing and Promoting

Invite members of environment groups to come and give talks to the congregation

Do you display environmental issues information on your notice board and website? 

Do you refer to these issues in your newsletters? 

Apply for a Diocesan Environmental Award for the initiatives you are taking. Please contact your Archdeacon 

Encourage a Parish Visit to the Centre for Alternative Technology at Machynlleth

10. Symbols, teaching and messages

Do you encourage intercessors to include these issues in their prayers? 

Are there any symbols of Creation or the environment in any part of your church? 

Do you include references to these issues in your sermons and teaching? 

Do you have any church banners, posters or pictures which refer to these issues? 

Do you include this in your youth projects, programmes for young people and Sunday School? 

If your church has a ‘rule of life’ have you included this in it? 

Does your church run a study group on these issues? 

Part 2 | A Checklist for Action 

Key area Yes No When*

* Set a target date to achieve progress on the issue and decide how and by whom this will be done including costs.



Part 3 Sources of Help 
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1. Energy and Water Use
(including general information on environmental issues)

Church of England Shrinking the Footprint Initiative

www.shrinkingthefootprint.cofe.anglican.org: This site is packed

with useful information and resources. Also contact: Shrinking

the Footprint, MPA Division, Archbishops’ Council, Church

House, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3NZ

‘How Many Light bulbs Does It Take To Change A Christian?’: 

A Pocket guide to Shrinking Your Ecological Footprint’ by Claire

Foster and David Shreeve, Church House Publishing, 

2007 ISBN No: 9780715141274

‘For Creed and Creation’ A Diocese of London Publication

Welsh Assembly Government 

http://new.wales.gov.uk/topics/environmentcountryside/climate

_change/whatcanyoudo 

‘Your guide to Smart Driving’

Herefordshire Council Tel: 01432 260514

Department for Transport ‘ActOn CO2’

http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/sustainable/actonco2 

The Carbon Trust

www.carbontrust.co.uk

Can provide advice on energy audits and use. 

The Carbon Trust in Wales, Albion House 

Oxford Street, Nantgarw 

Cardiff CF15 7TR 

Tel: 01443 845944 

The Energy Saving Trust 

www.est.org.uk

Offers energy efficiency support

http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/help_and_support/local_e

nergy_saving_advice

Good Energy

100% renewable electricity 

Tel: 0845 456 1640 

www.good-energy.co.uk 

‘A Rough Guide to Individual Carbon Trading’, 

Centre of Sustainable Energy (CSE), 2007

‘The pocket green guide for Wales’

wwf.cymru.wales@greenguide.co.uk

2. Alternative Energy

Energy Saving and electricity generating products:

www.windtrap.co.uk

Centre for Alternative Technology

Machynlleth, Powys, SY20 9AZ 

www.cat.org.uk 

Part 3 | Sources of help 
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3. Transport and Visitors

Sustrans

Low Carbon Travel Sustrans Information sheet FF44 April 2007

www.sustrans.org.uk 

Sustrans Cymru, 107 Bute Street, Cardiff CF10 5AD

Tel: 029 2065 0602 Fax: 029 2065 0603

Churches Tourism Network Wales

www.ctnw.co.uk

4 Church View Close, Llandough, Penarth CF64 2NN 

Tel: 029 2071 0014 

Advice on opening your church, interpretation and visitor

management

‘Opening Doors, Hearts and Minds – Welcoming visitors to the

church’ – Diocese of Monmouth 2006

Herefordshire Churches Bicycle Trail Guides

4. The Churchyard

Churchyards Project www.arthurrankcentre.org.uk and the

God’s Acre Project (www.hereford.anglican.org)

5. Products

www.ethicalsuperstore.com

The Good Shopping Guide www.foe.co.uk/shop

www.fairtrade.org.uk (see Fairtrade churches section)

Green Handbook – Save Cash & Save the Planet May 2006

www.foe.co.uk/shop

6. Recycling

http://www.recyclenow.com

http://www.recycle-more.co.uk

http://uk.freecycle.org

http://www.efreeko.co.uk

Wales Community Recycling Network (WRCN) – Cylch

113 Cathedral Road

Cardiff CF11 9PH

www.cylch.org.uk

7. Paper and Technology

Centre for Alternative Technology

Machynlleth, Powys, SY20 9AZ 

www.cat.org.uk 

Advice on recycled paper:

www.wasteonline.org.uk/resources/InformationSheets/paper.htm 

8. Meetings

Travel 

www.traveline-cymru.org.uk 

Tel: 0871 200 22 33 

Includes journey planning facilities

Car sharing 

www.carsharewales.com 

Journey planning 

www.transportdirect.info 
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9. Informing and Promoting

An Inconvenient Truth: the Planetary Emergence of Global

Warming and what we can do about it by Al Gore, Bloomsbury

Publishing RRP £14.99

An Inconvenient Truth – A Global Warning – the documentary

DVD Paramount Stars £6.00 (The film ends with a list of

practical actions each individual can take to reduce

environmental impact)

Collins Little Gem ‘Carbon Counter’ – 

Calculate your Carbon Footprint £4.99

‘A Rough Guide to Individual Carbon Trading’, 

Centre of Sustainable Energy (CSE), 2007

‘Practical Action’ – The Schumacher Centre for Intermediate

Technology, Bourton-on-Dunsmore, Rugby, 

Warwickshire CV23 9QZ 

www.practicalaction.org

‘How to calculate your carbon footprint’

www.carbonfootprint.com 

Part 3 | Sources of help 

10. Symbols, teaching and messages

Operation Noah: The churches’ climate change

campaign, based at Churches Together in Britain and

Ireland (CTBI). It is a project of the Environmental

Issues Network of CTBI and Christian Ecology Link. 

Contact details ann.pettifor@operationnoah.org 

Tel: 020 7723 2427 

http://www.operationnoah.org/

Useful Christian or Related organisations

www.ecen.org 

www.holytrinityutrecht.nl/greenawareness.php

www.christianecology.org/

www.tearfund.org/

www.christianaid.org.uk/

www.wdm.org.uk/

www.stopclimatechaos.org/

http://en.arocha.org/home/

www.climatestewards.net/

www.jri.org.uk/

www.earthresources.org.uk/

http://shcj.org/american/crisis-

docs/crisis_ReportFormatted.pdf

Examples of Parish Initiatives

St. Joseph’s, Cwmaman: Solar panels as part of new

community use of the building. Contact Fr David Way 

Tel: 01685 872871

St. Cadoc’s, Llangattock Lingoed: Creative use of

churchyard for community composting, tourism and species

conservation. Contact Revd Dr. Jean Prosser Tel: 01873 821405

St. Paul’s Cwmtillery: Creation of a natural burial area. 

Contact Revd Patrick Coleman Tel: 01495 212246

St Francis, Sandycroft: Photovoltaic Cells. 

Contact Revd Paulette Gower Tel: 01244 540177

Blaenau Ffestiniog: Food Cooperatives – Contact Rev

Ariadne van den Hof Tel: 01766 831536

Help from the Representative Body

Building Projects: Alex Glanville, Head of Property Services

029 2034 8212 alexglanville@churchinwales.org.uk

Wider, community related environmental projects:

Rev Robin Morrison, Chair of CHASE (Church Action on

Sustaining the Environment) 029 2034 8260

robinmorrison@churchinwales.org,uk

Help with prayers and services: Rev Robin Morrison. 

Diocesan Environmental Awards: Contact your

Archdeacon or Lisa Martin 029 2034 8252

lisamartin@churchinwales.org.uk



Part 4 Ideas for Prayers and Worship
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1. Beauty

Thank you for the wonders of Creation; 

for the particles and waves that constitute 

the world around us 

in an ever expanding universe 

of your Love’s energy and self giving.

As we value its complexity, beauty and fragility, 

help us to feel more responsible for its sustainability.

Help us to notice what we are doing 

day by day. 

to make things worse or better,

to learn from our neighbours 

in a global world, 

to make our footprint 

as light as possible, 

to find new solutions 

to new problems,

to reduce our greed, 

consumption and dependency,

to turn wonder and belief 

into practical actions. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

the agent of Creation, 

through whom all things were made, 

our redeemer and hope. 

Amen

Part 4 | Ideas for Prayers and Worship

2. Morning

We offer you this day, 

its responsibilities and tasks, 

challenges and opportunities, 

work and activities, 

pleasure and fulfilment, 

the people we’ll meet, 

that we may do everything well, 

treasuring your gifts 

with respect and care. 

May we choose and act responsibly 

so that nothing is wasted, 

nothing taken for granted, 

nothing made that pollutes or corrupts, 

nothing done that mars your image 

in us and all Creation.

Amen

3. Evening

Thank you for the passing day. 

Forgive all that’s been badly done, 

for energy wasted, opportunities lost, 

for things not said, or not said well, 

for all the harm done, 

unconsciously, if not deliberately, 

through our lack of attention and care.

As we lift our gaze 

to look, as if, through your eyes 

on what has passed or is to come, 

give us, of your grace, another opportunity 

to live well, finding joy and fulfilment 

in daily and ordinary things,

showing respect and care for your gifts 

in all people and all of Creation. 

Amen
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4. New journeys

Lord, as we set out on a new 

or well known journey today,

show us how to do things well, 

so that others may not suffer,

now or in the future.

Show us how to make our contribution 

as we change the way we live, 

travel, make and consume, 

pack and unpack, 

use, misuse and re use 

energy, heating and lighting. 

Teach us new ways of living 

in our homes and places of work.

Show us how to protect 

the world you made, 

in all its diversity and goodness, 

from our carbon emissions, 

global warming and climate change, 

rising temperatures and sea levels, 

the displacement of peoples, environmental poverty, 

hunger, harm and destruction.

Show us how and show us why,

so that alone and with others 

we may make a difference. 

Amen

5. Listening and shaping

Lord, help us to hear your voice 

of Creation, of redemption 

and of inspiration, 

whispering their call to us.

Lord in your Mercy, inspire us.

We long to shape our lives anew, 

in you, with you and for you.

Lord in your Mercy, inspire us.

We long to incarnate the theme 

of our adoration in our lives today, 

fitting ourselves for your kingdom 

in service and joy. 

Lord in your Mercy, inspire us.

May we honour you 

in everything we do and say.

Lord in your Mercy, inspire us.

Knowing you as Creator, 

may we love your Creation 

and treat it as transparent 

to your presence as we work 

for its transformation. 

Lord in you mercy, inspire us.

Knowing you as redeemer, 

may we learn to love all your people 

and care for their future 

in our stewarding of the environment.

Lord in your Mercy, inspire us.

Knowing you as inspirer, 

may we search your vision, 

wisdom and guidance 

and gaze with your spirit 

on the beauty and goodness of all things.

Lord in your Mercy, inspire us.

Amen
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Part 4 | Ideas for Prayers and Worship

6. Trust and vision

Lord, we believe and trust in you 

but not enough. 

Lord, we love you 

but not enough. 

Help us to grow in belief and love, 

committing ourselves 

to better choices for you, 

as we manage the environment 

– its energy, matter, 

forces, diversity of species, 

food, water, land, sea and air,

work, buildings and transport.

May we borrow your eyes

to see what we are doing 

to help or harm, 

to enhance or pollute 

your beauty in all Creation.

Keep us from paralysing guilt, 

powerlessness and complacency.

Take of our ideas

and turn them into love.

Take of our love 

and turn it into commitment.

Take of our commitment 

and turn it into actions.

So may we sense ever more

Of Your Kingdom,

Present in our values and actions.

Amen 

7. Holiness

Lord, help us to look again 

at the environment around us 

and see your sacred gift 

of Creation in it.

May we know 

that nothing 

you made holy 

is, of itself, profane.

Help us to handle holy things 

with respect and awe, 

seeing their goodness and beauty. 

Help us not to make anything 

that shouldn’t be made, 

nor to make things 

in ways that harm others 

or the environment around us, 

nor to misuse good things that have been made, 

nor to deny others their needs 

in the way we produce and

consume the good things 

of your Creation. 

So your glory may be known

in all your works.

Amen
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8. Growing in love

Dear Lord, you’ve taught us 

that love is the greatest virtue 

beyond all commandments and regulations. 

You have created, sustained 

and searched for us 

holding us and redeeming us in this love.

As we seek to live the ways of love, 

help us to be part of love’s energy 

and its transformation of all things 

in the world around us.

Forgive us all that harms this love 

in our daily lives, 

the smaller and larger acts 

of waste in our systems and decisions, 

our economic and social, 

our local and global life. 

Teach us how the pollution of air, 

water and earth is a moral matter; 

the despoiling of beauty and goodness

in Creation is a moral matter; 

the harming of the environment 

for future generations is a moral matter.

So help us to examine our lives 

that we may grow in the love 

which inspires new responsibility, 

commitment, care and consideration 

for all things and all people.

Amen

9. Pathways

Lord, you’ve shown us the way,

footprint light on this precious earth,

Lord, you’ve given your life,

footprint light on this precious earth,

Lord, you’ve shown us the Father,

footprint light on this precious earth,

Lord, you’ve given us the spirit,

footprint light on this precious earth,

So give us the inspiration,

to follow your way, life and spirit,

footprint light on this precious earth,

as we live lives that praise you, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen

10. Confession

Lord, we’ve been to church, 

or used to,

we’ve prayed, or used to,

we’ve loved our neighbours, or try to.

But we’ve taken 

the good things of your Creation for granted,

we’ve wasted energy and resources, 

we’ve contributed to global warming, 

and harmed the diversity of your gifts.

We are learning slowly 

how important these things are,

as part of our Christian witness.

So help us to speak 

not just through words,

but through daily actions.

Help us to be inspired by 

and to inspire others,

as, together, we pursue practical ways

of reducing our heavy, clumsy, 

unthinking footprint.

in this, your precious world.

Amen
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Part 4 | Ideas for Prayers and Worship

11. Care-Takers

Lord of creating, redeeming and inspiring,

You have made us responsible 

guests of this earth with nature 

as our gracious host, 

visibly and invisibly present to us. 

So make us gracious guests

In the way we take of its bounties,

restore its beauty,

contribute to its renewal,

care for its needs 

and take 

responsibility for its future.

Amen

12. Forgiveness

Lord Jesus, you are the same 

yesterday, today and tomorrow,

but the harm we do today 

will change lives for the worse tomorrow. 

Sea levels are rising, coastlines eroding, 

homes flooding, people displaced, 

businesses collapsing,

lands lost, crops failing, 

costs rising, glaciers melting, 

temperatures increasing, species disappearing, 

hurricanes destroying,

as we pollute your planet, 

thoughtlessly, carelessly, 

by our own deliberate fault,

sinning against you 

in thought, word and deed,

in the good we have not done 

and the harm we have done.

As we ask for your forgiveness, 

teach us our responsibilities anew.

As we ask for your forgiveness, 

grant us true repentance, 

time for amendment of life,

taking new responsibility,

for understanding the past,

living in the present,

and handing on a better world

to our children and grandchildren 

for their stewardship and future.

Amen

13. Awakening

Lord, there is change, death and life,

cycles of growth and decay,

entropy and regeneration

in everything you’ve made.

But these are nature’s ways.

Lord, it seems unavoidable

that our use of nature 

includes its misuse 

– an intervention too far.

But now we know what we’ve done 

and recognise the risks for the future,

it is time to act from our knowledge,

time to put away 

excuses and ignorance,

time to awaken ourselves 

from complacency,

time to accept our roles 

and responsibilities.

For you have made us co-creators 

with you in your cosmic covenant.

You have given us freedom to choose,

to make our own mistakes,

and to discover again the joy of 

working with you, learning from 

the natural things around us

as we follow your ways and calling,

inspired by your spirit.

Amen
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14. Thanksgiving

An all-age prayer. During the prayer, people could

hold up the appropriate colours of cloth around the

worship area, the bigger the better. 

God 

What a fabulous colour green is 

every shade 

tucked into every plant 

every blade of grass 

every leaf 

subtly different 

a million billion shades of the one colour 

like touching fresh flowing water 

or the smell of summer morning 

And God of Blue 

What a big colour that is 

stretching for a thousand acres above us 

like the touch of cool 

or the smell of snow 

And red God 

of petal and beech tree 

of rock and earth 

of blood and fruit 

of berry and bird 

like the touch of soft warmth 

and the smell of apple pie 

And God of caramel 

and chocolate 

and amethyst 

and butterscotch 

and gold 

and orange 

and sunset 

and leaf 

and beach 

and earth 

and grain 

and skin 

the touch of love and the smell of life 

And God of purple 

rare 

royal 

sacred 

special 

deep 

flowing 

like the smell of ancient churches 

and the touch to love 

How big is your imagination O God 

how fabulous your tartan 

how warm your smell 

how colourful your laughter 

how wildly wonderful your world 

Thanks! 

© Roddy Hamilton 2007

Unless otherwise stated these prayers have been produced by

Rev Robin Morrison for your use and adaptation locally.
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Part 4 | Ideas for Prayers and Worship

‘An Encounter with the Voices of Salvation
and Redemption’ 

‘Evening Prayer’

‘Real Climate Change and Challenge’

http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/resources/liturgy/

These are services written by Robin Morrison (for the European

Churches Environment Network Assembly Worship – Sweden,

September 2006 and Milan September 2008) and are available

for your use and adaptation.

Ideas for Worship

• Use the church’s seasons and calendars (not just harvest

time) to explore these issues (see the ‘creation time’

proposal of the European Churches Environment Network)

• Get groups to write their own prayers, litanies and liturgies. 

• Ask your parish representative for the environment to

gather around him or her new people from the community

interested in the spirituality of the environment. 

• Affirm any individuals in the congregation who are involved

in these things by asking them on a Sunday – perhaps

before the notices – to stand up and give a brief description

of what they are doing.

• Work with your local school on environmental projects and

offer your church building for a celebration at the end of

the project. 

• Ask local teachers to work with you on projects in the

church, bringing children and their families into the church

for exhibitions, project work and special services on

different aspects of the environment.

• Hold special festivals on the environment in your church,

using music and drama as well as exhibitions and talks.

• Organise a special faith development group in relationship

to these issues – there is considerable material available to

help you in this.

• Form a special, mixed age drama group that will turn these

issues into a dramatic presentation in the place of a sermon.

• Commission special paintings, banners and installations to

display in your church as focal points for prayer and

reflection.
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