


DIRECTORS’ STATEMENT
Nuclear Hope aims to provide some thought-
ful discussion to one of humanity’s greatest di-
lemmas. How do you effectively deal with the 
most toxic substance the earth has to give?  In 
most cases, important discussions related to nu-
clear power are often reduced to simple “pro” 
and “con” perspectives with little regard for the 
true complexity of the issues at hand. Nuclear 
Hope attempts to move beyond these simplistic 

perspectives by providing a thoughtful exam-
ination of these issues by considering multi-
ple perspectives of this complex issue and al-
low the audience to make their own decisions. 
As the directors, we hope that this film can 
play a positive role in getting people talking 
about this issue in order to come to a final solu-
tion regarding nuclear waste once and for all. 

SHORT SYNOPSIS
What will Canada do with its enormous stock-
pile of deadly radioactive waste? Currently, 
many small communities throughout Ontario are 
considering burying it underneath their board-
ers and close to Lake Huron and Lake Superior. 
When local residents learn about this plan, it sets 
off a firestorm between those who fear the risks 
and those who embrace the opportunity.
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  In the 1950s and 60s, Canada and the Unit-
ed States started their nuclear energy programs 
with great optimism and excitement for the fu-
ture. Nuclear energy was touted to be the “new 
science” that would bring us into a brave new 
world of technological innovation. Sixty years 
later nuclear energy has not delivered these 
promises. While it certainly continues to be 
an important piece of the industrial economy, 
many people feel the risks of Chernobyl and 
Fukushima are simply not worth it. Most impor-
tantly, our society has not come to terms with 
dealing with the massive amounts of high-level 
and low-level nuclear waste that has been cre-
ated throughout the past half century. What do 
you do with the most toxic substance that the 
earth has to give? Where do you put it? How 
do you warn future societies not to go near it?  
  
  Currently, Canada has over 2 million high-lev-
el nuclear fuel bundles and thousands of met-
ric tons of low-level radioactive waste that 
need to be isolated and contained for up-
wards of a million years. Canada is current-
ly asking many rural communities through-
out Ontario if they are interested in storing 

the waste in a deep geological repository (DGR) 
far beneath their borders. How will each commu-
nity respond to this challenge? Will they welcome 
it with open arms or try to stop it at all costs?  
  
  Nuclear Hope chronicles the spiritual explo-
ration that each community experiences as they 
decide whether or not to host one of the largest 
engineering projects in the history of mankind. 
Some residents argue that this project will revi-
talize their community and bring jobs and infra-
structure that will ensure that their community is 
recession-proof. Others fear that the waste could 
leach into the waters of Lake Huron or Lake Su-
perior and jeopardize the lives of millions of peo-
ple and wildlife who depend upon it everyday.
  
  Nuclear Hope does not attempt to pick a 
side or provide a solution to the issue of nu-
clear waste. Instead, it attempts to understand 
the complexity and scope of this project by 
providing enough information for each view-
er to draw their own conclusions and decide 
what path our society needs to take to deal 
with this waste for the next million years.

LONG SYNOPSIS



FILM CREDITS
Directed by
COLIN SCHEYEN & SHANE SMITH

Executive Producer
JASON SCHEYEN, COLIN SCHEYEN &
SHANE SMITH

Associate Producers
KEN TRAVIS & MIKE HUDON

Written by
COLIN SCHEYEN

Edited by
SHANE SMITH

Narrator
MICHAEL MCLEISTER

Sound Design 
SHANE SMITH

Audio Engineer
DYLAN RAKOWSKY

Music Supervisors
DYLAN RAKOWSKY & GORDON ROBB

Camera
STEVE BAERWALD
PETER BROWN
KEVIN GOJMERAC
MONIQUEA MARION
TREV MURPHY
STEVEN PICKLE
VICTOR RODRIGUEZ
CLEON MILLS

1ST Assistant Director
PETER BROWN

Production Coordinators
MONIQUEA MARION
TREV MURPHY

Production Assistant
STEVE BAERWALD
KEVIN GOJMERAC
STEVE PICKLE
VICTOR RODRIGUEZ



ABOUT THE DIRECTORS

Shane Smith is an award winning director 
and owner of Red Salt Productions who has 
been working in film and video production 
since 2000.  Currently residing in Alberta, 
Shane has worked as a Director, Cinematog-
rapher, and Editor across Canada, and spent 
8 months working in Ghana Africa doing 
documentary work. In 2011 he was nominat-
ed for a Leo Award for excellence in editing.

Colin  Scheyen is an award winning director 
and educator. Much of his work focuses on is-
sues of media literacy and social justice. He 
is also the author of the upcoming book Be-
yond Media Literacy, which empowers school 
teachers and community workers to incorpo-
rate multimedia projects into their classroom 
discussions. Colin’s film explore issues relat-
ed to community, identity and social issues. 

SCREENINGS                          AWARDS

International Uranium Film Festival 
Quebec City, Canada
Berlin, Germany
Rio De Janeiro, Brazil
April & June 2015

Pakistan International Mountain 
Film Festival
Islamabad, PK
June 2015

Voices From The Waters International Film 
Festival
Bangalore, India
September, 2015

Rising Star Award
Canada International Film Festival
Vancouver, Canada
April 2015

Official Finalist
Yosemite International Film Festival
Yosemite National Park, California, USA
October 2015


