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Introduction 

 The importance of the preschool years, which Piaget feels are between ages 3 and 7. 

 Praise for the Japanese system of early education, which he feels bases its practice on research. 

Education 

 Proposes that there are two types of education 

o Passive: relies on memory 

o Active: relies on intelligence 

 Goal of education 

o The passive type produces children who learn what is already known 

o The active produces children who have creative and innovative minds—capable of discovery all 

their lives 

o “Passive” education 

 Assumes the child’s intelligence is already formed 

 The process of education fills in the memory- one accumulates knowledge 

o “Active” education 

 Forms creative minds 

 Relies on the creation of operational structures 

Memory 

 Can be considered as a recording 

o Bergson and Freud held this view 

 Seen as a drawer from which memories are pulled out 

 Or can be considered to be a reconstruction 

o (Piaget uses a personal example of his false memory of being kidnapped to support this position.) 

o If memory were a recording, false memories wouldn’t be possible.  

 The process of memory involves coding and decoding 

o An event is perceived 

o Perceptions are recorded in code form 

o Remembering is a process of decoding 

 Is this code invariant, or does it change? 

o Memory seen as a recording could not have a change in code. The event would always be 

forgotten or remembered in the same way. 

o Memory seen as a reconstruction could have a change in the code. The event could be forgotten, 

remembered the same way, or remembered in a truer way. There would be the possibility for 

improvement in how something is remembered.  

 Seriation example: 

o Children were presented with a graduated set of sticks. The next day they were asked to draw 

what they had seen. 

o One group remembered them as all the same length. 

o One group remembered them as large and small. 
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o One group remembered a partial set of graduated sticks. 

o One group remembered them as they were. 

o These were the same ways children of different levels deal with actual seriation tasks—the less 

mature children don’t distinguish size differences, etc.  

o Six months later the children were again asked to remember the sticks. 

 ¾ of them remembered the seriated sticks at a higher level than before. 

 ¼ of them remembered the sticks in the same way they had before. 

 Transivity example: 

o Conservation task with liquids 

o If A = B and B = C, then A = C 

o Again, the children’s memory of the task generally improved after 6 months. The code had 

changed. 

 Three forms of memory: 

o Recognition—very accurate 

 Appears very early in infancy 

 Most animals have it 

o Evocation—least accurate 

 Being able to evoke a reality when it is no longer present 

 Only higher animals (primates and man) have it. 

o Reconstruction—less accurate than recognition, but more accurate than evocation 

 Proposed by Munsterberg and Ebbinghaus 

 Figurative component: 

 Perception in the case of recognition 

 Imitation in the case of reconstruction 

 Mental image in the case of evocation 

 Operative aspect—intellectual schemata upon which memory is built 

 For Piaget, every memory is “a figurative symbol in the schemata of whatever developmental level 

the person has reached.” 

o A schema is a generalization of a frequently repeated action 

o A memory of a schema is the schema itself 

o All memories involve reconstruction 
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Related Films Also Available from Davidson Films 

This is one of seven films in Davidson Films’ “Special Piaget Package.” The other titles are: 

 

 Classic Piaget Collection Volume 1: 

o Classification (1968) 16 Minutes 

o Conservation (1968) 29 Minutes 

o Growth Of Intelligence In The Preschool Years (1971) 31 Minutes 

 Classic Piaget Collection Volume 2: 

o Formal Reasoning Patterns (1978) 32 Minutes 

o Jean Piaget: Memory And Intelligence (1973) 44 Minutes 

o Morality: The Process Of Moral Development (1978) 28 Minutes 

 Piaget’s Developmental Theory: An Overview (1989) 25 Minutes 

 

Other related films are: 

 Adolescent Cognition: Thinking in a New Key (1999) 30 Minutes 

 Growing Minds: Cognitive Development in Early Childhood (1996) 25 Minutes 

 Concrete Operations (1993) 25 Minutes 

 Morality: Judgments and Actions (2002) 32 Minutes 


