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1. This video is best seen after Piaget’s Developmental Theory: an Overview, which introduces Piaget’s 

vocabulary and theory of stages. (It is also a much more recent video.) Your students should have 

some familiarity with the bolded vocabulary in the learning guide before viewing Growth of 

Intelligence. 

2. Jean Piaget’s early interest in nature study, what we would now call ecology, greatly affected his 

work. His work was in no small measure about human adaptation, which he thought was largely 

intellectual. Other species have had to physically adapt themselves to new environments through 

changes in physical characteristics; humans’ adaptations have been intellectual ones. This is most 

developed in one of his later books Behavior and Evolution. Can your students see human intellect as 

an adaptation device? 

3.  Piaget thought that we construct logic, rather than it being innate or transmitted by direct teaching. 

Do you agree? 

4. Some of us are rather saddened that the wonderful “graphic collection” the first child in the film made 

with the parquet blocks is seen as less mature than the sorting activities of children on a higher level. 

(Or the tower of the girl who amazingly balances all of the blocks at the end of the video.) Piaget’s 

work was about the growth of reasoning, which is not as emotionally appealing as the creative use of 

materials. Help your students see that the purpose of the interviews was to track the intellectual 

growth of reasoning, not test the children’s ingenuity or enthusiasm. People can be both logical and 

creative, as seen by the feats of clever software engineers, artistic architects, and skilled teachers. 

5. Complicated classification tasks involve the ability to use abstractions and hierarchies. Have your 

students create materials to be sorted, such as geometric shapes of various colors, types, and sizes. 

You could also use pictures of mammals to sort based on more than one criterion, such as hooved, 

domesticated, and horned. Have them watch as someone else sorts the materials differently. We have 

a hard time realizing that classification, in part, is an activity that humans have constructed rather than 

discovered. Until recently, we didn’t think of ostriches as “farm” animals or feral cats as “wild.” 

6. The concept of object permanence has been used to explain separation anxiety. Do you agree? 

7. Can you arrange a clinical interview with a child for your students to best understand Piaget’s work? 

8. Seriation tasks seem very simple to adults, but not to children. In our film, Concrete Operations, 

David Elkind uses them to distinguish between children who have achieved seriation as a concrete 

operation from those who have not. Jean Piaget used them as the focus of his discussion between 

memory and intelligence in the speech recorded in Jean Piaget: Memory and Intelligence. 

9. The reliance of young children on how things look can perhaps also explain their acuity of hearing 

and their ability to see things that adults miss. Perhaps our perceptions are so jaded by what we 

intellectually expect to see—“city streets with cars and pedestrians,” “country lanes with farm 

animals,” “strip malls with franchise businesses”— that we only notice the unexpected. Children, 

who do not have such intellectual expectations, seem able to spot sparrows on building ledges or the 

newest action figure advertised in the window of the McDonald’s. Is this romanticizing children? 



Davidson Films Growth of Intelligence in the Preschool Years Discussion Topics 

 with Celia Stendler Lavatelli, PhD 

CINEFETE 

info@cinefete.ca / www.cinefete.ca 

1586, Fleury St East, suite 210, 

Montreal (QC), H2C 1S6 

1.800.858.2183 
 

10. Celia Stendler Lavatelli taught education courses at the University of Illinois for many years. She 

published several textbooks and was one of the first scholars in the United States to recognize the 

importance of Piaget’s work.  
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Related Films Also Available from Davidson Films 

This is one of seven films in Davidson Films’ “Special Piaget Package.” The other titles are: 

 

 Classic Piaget Collection Volume 1: 

o Classification (1968) 16 Minutes 

o Conservation (1968) 29 Minutes 

o Growth Of Intelligence In The Preschool Years (1971) 31 Minutes 

 Classic Piaget Collection Volume 2: 

o Formal Reasoning Patterns (1978) 32 Minutes 

o Jean Piaget: Memory And Intelligence (1973) 44 Minutes 

o Morality: The Process Of Moral Development (1978) 28 Minutes 

 Piaget’s Developmental Theory: An Overview (1989) 25 Minutes 

 

Other related films are: 

 Adolescent Cognition: Thinking in a New Key (1999) 30 Minutes 

 Concrete Operations (1993) 25 Minutes 

 Growing Minds (1996) 25 Minutes 

 Morality: Judgments and Actions (2002) 32 Minutes 

 Nourishing Language Development in Early Childhood (1996) 31 Minutes 


