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Introduction: 

 Jean Piaget thought that the ability of humans to reason consistently and relevantly was their greatest 

evolutionary achievement. 

 This video is concerned with the sensorimotor and preoperational stages of intellectual development. 

Classification Tasks: 

 Young children make graphic collections of objects to sort, based on spatial arrangements, not 

properties or characteristics of the materials involved. 

 The concept of sub-classes, such as cars as sub-classes of wheeled objects, comes with experience. 

 Superordinate classes: 

o Groups of subclasses, for instance: things to eat with, animals, tools. 

o Matrix task-keeping two properties in mind at the same time. 

o Children construct mental structures, or schemas, from their experiences.  

o Children shown are ages 4 and 5. 

 Sensorimotor stage: 

o (Children shown are 8 months to a year old): 

o Babies use their current schemas on new objects, trying to assimilate them to current schemas: 

 Piaget called tasting, banging, shaking, etc “Making an interesting sight or sound last.” 

 Permanence of objects: 

o Young babies don’t realize that an object still exists even when it is not visible. 

Equilibration between Accommodation and Assimilation 

 Key to growth of intelligence, according to Piaget. 

 Assimilation: fitting something new into an established schema. 

 Accommodation: changing one’s schemas to deal with a new phenomenon. 

Seriation Tasks 

 Show ability to keep two factors in mind. 

 Interviewer challenges child to see how well established the mode of thinking is. 

 Piaget’s interest was in how the child went about the task. 

 Presented as an example of a clinical interview. 

Conservation: 

 Keeping in mind the unchanging nature of quantity despite perceptual changes. 

 Illustrated with number conservation (one-to-one correspondence) and conservation of height. 

Pre-Operational Thinking  

 Intuitive: based on perceptions, not logic  



Davidson Films Growth of Intelligence in the Preschool Years Learning Guide 

 with Celia Stendler Lavatelli, PhD 

CINEFETE 

info@cinefete.ca / www.cinefete.ca 

1586, Fleury St East, suite 210, 

Montreal (QC), H2C 1S6 

1.800.858.2183 
 

Related Films Also Available from Davidson Films 

This is one of seven films in Davidson Films’ “Special Piaget Package.” The other titles are: 

 

 Classic Piaget Collection Volume 1: 

o Classification (1968) 16 Minutes 

o Conservation (1968) 29 Minutes 

o Growth Of Intelligence In The Preschool Years (1971) 31 Minutes 

 Classic Piaget Collection Volume 2: 

o Formal Reasoning Patterns (1978) 32 Minutes 

o Jean Piaget: Memory And Intelligence (1973) 44 Minutes 

o Morality: The Process Of Moral Development (1978) 28 Minutes 

 Piaget’s Developmental Theory: An Overview (1989) 25 Minutes 

 

Other related films are: 

 Adolescent Cognition: Thinking in a New Key (1999) 30 Minutes 

 Concrete Operations (1993) 25 Minutes 

 Growing Minds (1996) 25 Minutes 

 Morality: Judgments and Actions (2002) 32 Minutes 

 Nourishing Language Development in Early Childhood (1996) 31 Minutes 


