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Introduction  

 This video shows children dealing with three types of classification, each defined below and each 

progressively more challenging. Each task is done by two children of different ages. 

Multiple Classification 

 Children are given squares and circles of two sizes and of two colors. They are asked to sort them two 

ways, thus having to deal with multiple classifications. 

 The younger child loses track of what category she is sorting for, although she can do the sorting. 

Class Inclusion 

 The children are shown a cup of beads and told that they are all made of wood. The beads are mostly 

red with only a few yellow in the cup. When asked, “Are there more wood beads or yellow beads?” 

the younger child cannot answer correctly. 

 The older child has “reversibility” and can separate the beads into two groups according to color and 

combine them to be all the beads which are all of wood. This reversibility is a hallmark for Piaget of 

the stage of concrete operations. 

Hierarchical Classification 

 The children are asked to sort cards. Some cards have ducks, some have other birds, and others have 

mammals. They easily sort the cards into three piles. They are given labels: “ducks,” “birds,” and 

“animals,” and asked how the labels can be applied and if groups of cards can be combined under 

each category. 

 The older child can deal with both ascending and descending hierarchies, but the younger cannot. 

Stages 

 Children at the pre-operational stage are starting to abstract common properties from objects and can 

sort into one category at a time. 

 Children at the concrete operational stage come to successfully deal with the three kinds of 

classification tasks shown in this video. 

 With formal reasoning, young people are able to construct their own hierarchical classifications, 

defining superordinate and subordinate classes. 
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Related Films Also Available from Davidson Films 

This is one of seven films in Davidson Films’ “Special Piaget Package.” The other titles are: 

 Classic Piaget Collection Volume 1: 

o Classification (1968) 16 Minutes 

o Conservation (1968) 29 Minutes 

o Growth of Intelligence in the Preschool Years (1971) 31 Minutes 

 Classic Piaget Collection Volume 2: 

o Formal Reasoning Patterns (1978) 32 Minutes 

o Jean Piaget: Memory and Intelligence (1973) 44 Minutes 

o Morality: The Process of Moral Development (1978) 28 Minutes 

 Piaget’s Developmental Theory: An Overview (1989) 25 Minutes 

Other related films are: 

 Adolescent Cognition: Thinking in a New Key (1999) 30 Minutes 

 Concrete Operations (1993) 25 Minutes 

 Growing Minds (1996) 25 Minutes 

 Morality: Judgments and Actions (2002) 32 Minutes 

 Vygotsky’s Developmental Theory: An Introduction (1994) 28 Minutes 


