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1. Do you agree with David Elkind that teaching is both an art and a science? Which artful experiences 

in your own teaching or learning can you cite? Which scientific ones? Do all professions combine art 

and science? 

2. David Elkind, among others, would argue that child development is not stressed often enough in 

teacher preparation courses. What is your experience with this? What can be done to meet this need? 

3. Classrooms are often labeled as either “teacher directed” or “student directed.” What evidence do you 

see in these classrooms for either label? Does this dichotomy have to exist? 

4. How true does Dr. Elkind’s contention, that class control largely comes out of a feeling of confidence 

in the teacher, seem to you? Do you have experiences where this seems proven or disproven? An 

intelligent new teacher will rationally have qualms about the demands of educating a classroom of 

children. What supports can ease this? 

5. Dr. Elkind makes a case for multi-aged classrooms. Do you agree? Why or why not? 

6. All three of these teachers felt lonely in their schools, as they worked harder than some of the other 

teachers and were not a part of a network. What can be done to improve school climate for 

outstanding teachers? 

7. Diversity can mean very different things. These three classrooms were not diverse economically; Ms 

Wong’s students were poor, while Ms. Amidon’s were quite affluent. In terms of racial and ethnic 

categories, Ms Wong had quite a diverse group whereas Ms. Wiezorek did not. However, Ms. 

Wiezorek, had two special education children with severe limitations. Do you agree with Dr. Elkind’s 

view that diversity should be honored but not over-emphasized? 

8. “Fluency precedes accuracy.” Where do you stand on “invented” spelling? When should children be 

held to account for accuracy in writing and math? 

9. “Horizontal elaboration precedes vertical integration.” Arithmetic in elementary schools has 

traditionally encompassed many subject matters, from calculation of whole numbers to geometry to 

dealing with rational numbers. Students, especially in the upper grades, jump from one topic to 

another. Is this the best way of doing math, or should each subject be more thoroughly studied before 

moving on? Comment. 

10. What assessments do you think should take place in the primary grades? 

11. David Elkind has now retired from a long career at Tufts University. He is now the chief scientific 

advisor to “Just Ask Baby,” an online video membership service on infant development 

(www.justaskbaby.com). He continues to write and speak at conferences and television news 

programs. 

  

http://www.justaskbaby.com/


Davidson Films, Inc. Using What We Know: Discussion Topics 

 Applying Piaget’s Developmental Theory In Primary Classrooms 
 with David Elkind, Ph.D. 

CINEFETE 
info@cinefete.ca / www.cinefete.ca 

1586, Fleury St East, suite 210, 

Montreal (QC), H2C 1S6 

1.800.858.2183 

Related Films Also Available From Davidson Films 

This is one of six films in Davidson Films’ “Constructivism” series. The other titles are: 

 

 Adolescent Cognition: Thinking in a New Key (1999) 38 Minutes 

 Concrete Operations (1993) 25 Minutes 

 Growing Minds: Cognitive Development In Early Childhood (1996) 25 Minutes 

 Morality: Judgments And Actions (2002) 31 Minutes 

 Scaffolding Self-Regulated Learning in Primary Classrooms (1996) 35 Minutes 

 

Other related films are: 

 Building Literacy Competencies (2000) 30 Minutes 

 John Dewey: An Introduction to His Life and Work (2003) 38 Minutes 

 How Children Learn (1997) 23 Minutes 

 Maria Montessori: Her Life And Legacy (2004) 35 Minutes 

 Performance Assessment: A Teacher’s Way Of Knowing (1993) 21 Minutes 

 Piaget’s Developmental Theory: An Overview (1989) 25 Minutes 

 Scaffolding Self-Regulated Learning in Primary classrooms (1996) 35 Minutes 


