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1. Do you agree with Drs. Leong and Bodrova that children arrive at school less prepared than in the 

past? They list some factors that they think contribute to this. Are there others? Are there arguments 

to suggest that children are better prepared in some ways than in the past? 

2. Does the dichotomy between teacher-directed and student-directed classrooms ring true to you? 

Which thinkers or reform movements would you label as being teacher- and which student-directed? 

3. Graphically representing the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) has been a challenge for our 

animator. This is a different representation from the one in our film Vygotsky’s Developmental 

Theory: an Introduction. If your students have seen that film, you could have them compare the two 

representations and sketch out yet another way of representing this useful concept. 

4. Dr. Lillian Katz has complained that the word “scaffolding” is often misapplied to education, 

implying that the scaffolding or support is holding up the process. As you see, our animator 

represented it correctly as a platform upon which workers reach their worksites. Is scaffolding a 

useful term to your students? 

5. The term “mediator” is new to many of us. Have your students develop a list of at least twenty 

mediators they use in their lives. This can vary from mnemonic devices to setting a package by the 

door as a reminder to take it to the post office, or preparing note cards with key words for a speech. 

6. Vygotsky’s analysis of how language is acquired and the way it has shaped human experience is a 

powerful part of his writings. Interestingly, B.F. Skinner independently made many of the same 

points in his Verbal Behavior. Young students often have not thought about the overwhelming 

importance of language to human thought; it is like the fish not thinking about water, it just is. Most 

of them will have knowledge of the Helen Keller story, and can be an opening to the incredible power 

language has to shape perceptions and establish communications. Alternatively, open the discussion 

with how they feel when in the presence of people speaking a language they do not understand. 

7. In the second chapter of his Thought and Language, Vygotsky devoted much space to his 

disagreement with Piaget over “egocentric” or “private speech.” He criticizes Piaget for seeing 

private speech as “useless….it is a symptom of weakness and immaturity in the child’s thinking, a 

symptom that will disappear in the course of child development.” For Vygotsky, it was not just an 

artifact of a passage to real thought, but an important thinking step, and one that continues throughout 

life when a person faces a difficult situation. Which position do you support? 

Have your students found themselves talking to themselves when trying to follow directions or 

learning a new skill? Many older people remember being taught how bad it was to move our lips 

when we were first reading; Vygotsky says that we can only learn to read by doing so. Where does 

brain research come in on this point? 

8. Shared activity is another new term for many of us. Intuitively, we have known that teaching 

someone something is the best way of solidifying knowledge for ourselves. What experiences have 

your students had with shared learning activities? Are they comfortable allowing children to teach 

each other? 

9. Have your students had experience with daily plans or agendas for young learners? Do the steps that 

Drs. Leong and Bodrova have validity? 
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10. Related Films Also Available from Davidson Films 

This is one of six films in Davidson Films’ “Constructivism” series. The other titles are: 

 

 Adolescent Cognition (1999) 30 Minutes 

 Growing Minds: Cognitive Development In Early Childhood (1996) 25 Minutes 

 Morality: Judgments And Action (2002) 31 Minutes 

 Concrete Operations (1993) 25 Minutes 

 Using What We Know: Applying Piaget's Developmental Theory (1991) 35 Minutes 

in Primary Classrooms 

 

Other related films include: 

 Building Literacy Competencies In Early Childhood (2000) 30 Minutes 

 Performance Assessment: A Teacher’s Way of Knowing (1993) 21 Minutes 

 Vygotsky’s Developmental Theory: An Introduction (1994) 28 Minutes 


