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1. Turiel’s definition of morality is different from others’, but basic to his domain theory of social 

judgments. In it, some acts often considered “immoral” by many would be seen as conventional 

infractions and not moral ones, such as sexual relationships between consenting adults who are not 

married. Can you think of other examples? 

2. Freud’s terminology of “superego” for the conscience that is instilled in young children through 

parental interactions is not used in this film, but is certainly implied in the etchings that illustrate the 

Freudian section. The illustrations also remind the viewer than Freud’s theory did not rest only on 

negative interactions between parent and child, but also on positive ones. 

3. Skinner’s book Beyond Freedom, written late in his career, envisioned a world that could become 

more civilized through applying behavioral techniques rewarding prosocial activities and 

discouraging antisocial ones. Skinner himself had high morals, but was wary of formal religion. 

4. Piaget wrote his fullest examination of moral development, The Moral Judgment of Children, early in 

his career, in 1935. It was a great influence on Kohlberg’s work. Kohlberg studied with Piaget, and 

Turiel studied with Kohlberg. A constructivistic position is evident in Turiel’s ongoing work. 

5. Kohlberg’s work has had enormous influence on the field. His stages are still presented in most 

introductory psychology texts. The structured interviews with their dilemmas are still being used, 

rigorously defended as the most important tool in research on moral development by some 

psychologists. Other psychologists have criticized this research as being too Western and masculine 

in orientation, as the film suggests. But no one denies that Kohlberg’s studies remain a landmark in 

the morality study. He was quite ill for several years at the end of his relatively short life, and it is 

interesting to speculate how his work would have developed if he had more years with it. (Freud and 

Skinner did some of their most philosophical work in their last years, and Piaget’s work took some 

fresh new directions late in his career.) 

6. Carol Gilligan’s work spurred a very useful discussion as to the components of morality. Thanks in 

part to her, the over-emphasis on justice that was apparent in early studies of morality has been 

largely overcome. However, her contention that masculine and feminine approaches to morality are 

very different has been criticized by several psychologists. Joan Miller and others have pointed out 

that she did not look closely enough at the cultural roots of morality. They contend that a middle class 

Canadian woman and man, for example, have a lot more in common in terms of moral judgments 

than a middle class Canadian woman and an uneducated Iranian woman do. 

7. Richard Shweder is the best known proponent of the specificity of moral concerns to a particular 

culture. He proposed a distinction between “rights based” morality in the United States and a “duty 

based” morality in India. From his studies in India, he proposed that moral judgments are not 

universal, but are very culturally specific, a stand that Turiel opposes. Turiel dismisses many of the 

aspects of the culture as “conventions” that Shweder points to as being moral imperatives among the 

orthodox Hindu community he studied, such as the prohibition of widows eating fish several times a 

week, or a woman eating with her husband. Shweder thinks that the hierarchical nature of life in an 

Indian town leads to a very different view of morality than the emphasis on autonomy, and thus 

freedom in Western cultures. 
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8. Elliot Turiel’s domain theory and others are a major topic of this film. The personal domain is 

illustrated with choices of college majors by two students. Of course, personal preferences for music, 

recreational activities, clothing styles, friends, room décor, etc. are other examples. As is stated in this 

film, the preferences available to an individual vary from culture to culture. Young women in a 

traditional Indian village don’t have wide clothing choices, nor do men in the US have many 

opportunities to wear skirts. Personal judgments are influenced by the conventions of one’s culture. 

Conventions are harder to envision. We easily can identify other culture’s conventions but have a 

harder time thinking about our own, as they are so much a part of our lives. For instance, we tend to 

think that shaking hands when introduced to a new person is “natural,” since it is a convention of our 

culture, but not a universal gesture. Admiring a possession in a friend’s house in most Western 

cultures is an indication of interest and admiration of the friend’s taste; however, in some other 

cultures, such a gesture results with the admirer being given the object, despite its worth to its original 

owner. Having your students discuss conventions here and abroad will broaden their understanding of 

the domain theory of social judgments. 

For Turiel, moral judgments have to do with human interactions that avoid harm or promote well 

being and justice. He does not write of interactions with divinities or with natural phenomena, which 

may disturb some of your students. He is very much a humanist. Some of the decisions he labels 

“conventions” like dietary restrictions, others might call moral decisions; orthodox Hindus for 

example don’t think anyone should harm a cow. Nor does he, in this film at least, deal with the 

implications of wholesale slaughter of endangered animal and plant species, which some would label 

amoral acts. A discussion of his definition of morality may engender good discussion. 

9. Using his definition of morality, Turiel in his recent book The Culture Of Morality: Social 

Development, Context And Conflict (Cambridge University Press, 2002) argues against doomsayers 

such as James Q. Wilson and William Bennett who see a decline in morality. Turiel subtitled one of 

his chapters “It is always the good old days,” in which he points out people have looked backwards 

towards golden eras before and see their own as one of decline. He argues that the civil rights 

movements, acceptance of women’s rights, and religious tolerance have all heightened the level of 

moral discourse in recent history. Discussing these points could lead to interesting discussions. 

10. Stanley Milgram lived from 1933–1984, dying young. These obedience studies were done at Yale in 

the academic year 1961–62. An impetus was Milgram’s interest from the Holocaust of how “normal” 

people could do vicious things. His own book Obedience to Authority is the best resource about the 

study. Thomas Blass, Ph.D. of the University of Maryland, Baltimore, has authored articles and 

created a website about Milgram. The complete film of Milgram’s studies is available through 

Pennsylvania State University, and his website is: www.stanleymilgram.com 

11. The playground research depicted in this film is reported in Chapter Six of Turiel’s Culture of 

Morality book. The young woman conducting the interviews was a graduate student of Dr. Turiel’s. 

12. Martin Hoffman is a psychologist whose works deal with empathy, and gives less emphasis to the 

intellectual roots of morality. He sees empathy as having biological roots, and he has developed a 

stage theory on how it develops over childhood. 

http://www.stanleymilgram.com/
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13. The bi-directionality of moral understanding has recently been the subject of several research 

projects. The findings suggest that moral instruction is not just an adult-to-child transmission, but that 

adults are sometimes lead to new understandings through both dealing with children and the children 

exposing them to different points of view. 

14. Diana Baumrind studied parenting, contrasting authoritarian (“because I say so”), authoritative 

(“these are the reasons you can’t…”), and permissive (“whatever”) parents. Turiel suggests that 

children in authoritative homes develop morality more smoothly than children from authoritarian or 

permissive homes. This is another opportunity for students to use their own experiences to enrich 

their understanding of psychological research. 

15. Judith Smetana’s research about the cause of conflicts between parents and children could provoke 

some interesting self-analysis on the part of young adults. Often young people feel that they are 

treading new ground morally, very different from their parents. Young people are different from their 

parents, perhaps in terms of sexual mores and dress codes, which Smetana and Turiel would argue are 

conventional judgments. But they would argue that on issues dealing with well being and justice, they 

share common values. 

16. The older physician represents the recourse to subterfuge that some people feel is necessary in certain 

situations to uphold moral ends. Examination of means and ends in moral contexts is probably a 

discussion as old as mankind. When is “fudging” or “white lying” justifiable? How does this 

physician’s statement contrast with the point of view of the young woman who dealt with the 

Kohlberg Heinz dilemma? 

17. This film utilizes footage from many different sources. The Twin Towers footage of September 11, 

2001 was purchased from a television company that also provided the Afghanistan street scene and 

Israeli tank. Various aid agencies donated the shots from Africa, Asia, and South America. The home 

movie of the Indian wedding comes from a friend. It would be interesting for your students to suggest 

what visuals they would have used to make the points of this film. 
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Related Films Also Available from Davidson Films 

This is one of six films in Davidson Films’ “Constructivism” series. The other titles are: 

 

 Adolescent Cognition (1999) 30 Minutes 

 Growing Minds: Cognitive Development In Early Childhood (1996) 25 Minutes 

 Morality: Judgments And Action (2002) 31 Minutes 

 Scaffolding Self-Regulated Learning in Primary Classrooms (1996) 35 Minutes 

 Using What We Know: Applying Piaget's Developmental Theory (1991) 35 Minutes 

in Primary Classrooms 

 

Other related films include: 

 Classic Piaget Collection Volume 2: 

o Formal Reasoning Patterns (1978) 32 Minutes 

o Jean Piaget: Memory And Intelligence (1973) 44 Minutes 

o Morality: The Process Of Moral Development (1978) 28 Minutes 


