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1. Twentieth century psychologists tended to put their concepts into stages of development. Did this 

come out of the technological and scientific changes, or was it a product of the nineteenth century that 

analyzed the steps necessary for manufacturing? Or, does man naturally need steps/stages to deal with 

illusory concepts like cognitive growth? After all, Shakespeare wrote of the seven ages of man ,and 

most religious traditions have sacraments marking the stages in human lives. Discuss. 

2. This video compares and contrasts Vygotsky and Piaget’s views. The role of the environment in 

individual cognition is one of the differences that Dr. Elkind points out. It is intriguing to consider 

how this difference reflected their own life experiences. Vygotsky’s emphasis on the role 

environmental differences play in an individual’s development perhaps reflected his wider frame of 

reference. His short life in revolutionary Russia exposed him to many contrasting life styles: he 

worked with yeasty, pre-literate peoples from within both Russia and the larger Soviet Union. Piaget, 

on the other hand, spent most of his long life in the stable world of Switzerland’s academic circles. 

However, in his later years, Piaget traveled, and more importantly, had students who lived for 

extended periods of time in other cultures. Piaget’s view of the role played by environmental 

influences widened. Your students’ world views have been similarly influenced by their life 

experiences. For instance, can they discuss the influences that have affected their political views? 

3. Transductive reasoning can be discussed with students sharing examples from their own childhood or 

those of children they know. Every family treasures favorite sayings reflecting the transductive 

reasoning of its young. 

4. Transductive reasoning can often account for the seemingly irrational fears young children have. For 

example, children may become afraid of all dogs after being frightened by the exuberant approach of 

even one large pup. How do you deal with these fears and irrational beliefs when adult logic doesn’t 

work? What superstitions do students see in the children they know or remember from their own 

childhood? 

5. Do you think that the inability of young children to shift focus from ground to figure and vice versa is 

linked to the attainment of literacy? Discuss. 

6. Is the intertwining of thought and language one of the reasons people do not have memories of early 

childhood? What are your students’ earliest memories? How important is language to their memories? 

7. B.F. Skinner wrote a greatly criticized book called Verbal Behavior. His analysis of language and 

thought is quite parallel to Vygotsky’s in terms of the social construction and transmission of 

language. A discussion can perhaps be sparked on this subject by discussing slang words that your 

students can remember hearing for the first time.  

8. Vygotsky’s conception of private speech as a way humans process difficult concepts is an interesting 

one. When do you and your students find yourselves talking to yourselves?  

9. Children’s chants like “One potato, two potato, three potato, four,” or “Eeney, Meeney, Miney, Moe,” 

have come down through the ages as a means for them to make decisions. What mnemonic devices, 

besides “Thirty days hath September,” do you and your students use? 
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10. Research has clearly shown that school performance is linked more to the quality of language 

expression at a child’s home than the socio-economic status of their parents. What can be done to 

enhance language development of children who live in verbally deprived situations? 
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Related Films Also Available from Davidson Films 

This is one of six films in Davidson Films’ “Constructivism” series. The other titles are: 

 

 Adolescent Cognition (1999) 30 Minutes 

 Concrete Operations (1993) 25 Minutes 

 Morality: Judgments And Action (2002) 31 Minutes 

 Scaffolding Self-Regulated Learning in Primary Classrooms (1996) 35 Minutes 

 Using What We Know: Applying Piaget's Developmental Theory (1991) 35 Minutes 

in Primary Classrooms 

 

Other related films include: 

 Building Literacy Competencies in Early Childhood (1996) 31 Minutes 

 Erik H. Erikson: A Life’s Work (1991) 38 Minutes 

 How Children Learn (1997) 23 Minutes 

 Human Brain Development: Nature and Nurture (2007) 30 Minutes 

 Nourishing Language Development in Early Childhood (1996) 31 Minutes 

 Play: A Vygotskian Approach: (1996) 26 Minutes 

 Piaget’s Developmental Theory: An Overview (1989) 25 Minutes 

 Vygotsky’s Developmental Theory: An Introduction (1994) 28 Minutes 


