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Introduction 

 Jean Piaget was born August 9, 1896 in Neuchatel, Switzerland, and died September 16, 1980. 

First Period—Early to Late 1920’s 

 Studied children’s language, conception of physical world, and evolution of moral judgments. 

 Found children to be egocentric in their thinking. 

 Developed the semi-clinical interview.  

Second Period—Late 1920’s to Early 1930’s 

 Looked closely at the development of intelligence in infancy and early childhood. 

 Developed ingenious non-verbal tests to explore young children’s conceptions of reality. 

 Saw children constructing reality through the processes of assimilation and accommodation, creating 

conservations. 

Third Period–Late 1930’s to the 1960’s 

 Introduced a logical model to describe the course of mental development 

 Sensorimotor stage: first two years of life. Children established constants (conservations) through 

physical explorations of their environment. 

 Pre-operational stage: From about age two to six or seven. The child reconstructs the world at a 

symbolic level with language. 

 Concrete operational stage: From about six or seven to about eleven or twelve. Child again 

reconstructs the world on the basis of rules, classes, numbers, and relations. 

 Formal Operations stage: From about eleven or twelve. Child starts to deal with abstractions and how 

things might be but are not. 

Fourth Period–1960’s through 1980 

 Looked at memory and imagery. 

Importance of Work 

 Intelligence develops in a series of age-related stages that cannot be hurried. 

 Knowledge is always a construction. It always involves both the mental activity of the child and 

information from the environment. 

Transcript of Subtitles for French Sections 

Introduction 

“We can classify education into two main categories: passive education relying primarily on memory, 

and active education relying on intelligent understanding and discovery. Our real problem is what is 

the goal of education? Are we forming children who are only capable of learning what is already 
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known? Or should we try to develop creative and innovative minds capable of discovery from the 

preschool age on through life?” 

Closing 

“Since we cannot distinguish ‘true’ from ‘false’ by the content of a memory, it follows that every 

memory contains an element of reconstruction of the past. The activity of memory is usually 

presented in terms of code: coding and decoding. When an event is perceived, as I perceive this 

auditorium, a number of perceptions are recorded in code form. Later on when I think of you in my 

memory, there is a decoding. The code permits us to organize a memory from the moment it is 

recorded until it is evoked.” 

“Dr. Inhelder and I posed this problem: Is the code of memory invariant? Is it the same at all ages, the 

same for preschool children as for ten to fifteen year-olds? Or, does the code itself, change? Our 

hypothesis is that the code of memory depends on intelligence, on the child’s operational level. The 

code changes from one level to another. It improves, becomes more structured, according to the 

process of the child’s intelligence.” 
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Related Films Also Available from Davidson Films 

This is one of nine films in Davidson Films’ “Giants of Psychology” series. The other titles are: 

 

 Mary Ainsworth: Attachment And The Growth Of Love (2005) 38 Minutes 

 Bandura’s Social Cognitive Theory: An Introduction (2003) 38 Minutes 

 John Bowlby: Attachment Theory Across Generations (2007) 40 Minutes 

 John Dewey: An Introduction To His Life And Work (2001) 40 Minutes 

 Erik H. Erikson: A Life’s Work (1991) 38 Minutes 

 Maria Montessori: Her Life and Legacy (2004) 35 Minutes 

 B. F. Skinner: A Fresh Appraisal (1999) 41 Minutes 

 Vygotsky’s Developmental Theory: An Introduction (1994) 28 Minutes 

 
Other related films are: 

 Adolescent Cognition: Thinking in a New Key (1999) 30 Minutes 

 Classic Piaget Collection Volume 1: 

o Classification (1968) 16 Minutes 

o Conservation (1968) 29 Minutes 

o Growth Of Intelligence In The Preschool Years (1971) 31 Minutes 

 Classic Piaget Collection Volume 2: 

o Formal Reasoning Patterns (1978) 32 Minutes 

o Jean Piaget: Memory And Intelligence (1973) 44 Minutes 

o Morality: The Process Of Moral Development (1978) 28 Minutes 

 Concrete Operations (1993) 25 Minutes 

 Growing Minds: Cognitive Development in Early Childhood (1996) 25 Minutes 

 Morality: Judgments and Actions (2002) 32 Minutes 


