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Learning Is a Natural Activity of the Human Brain 

 All humans are learning all the time. We learn both good and bad things, true and false things. 

 Definition of learning: 

o Taking in new information 

o Acquiring skills 

 Short term versus long-term learning. 

o The majority of our learning is not intentional, but rather a result of everyday experiences with 

people and objects. 

 Intentional learning requires effort, and thus motivation 

 School learning is largely a subset of intentional learning. 

Brain Physiology 

 People are born with neurons in place. Learning establishes connections between them (and causes 

some to be discarded). 

 Neural webs are enhanced by use. 

 The more ways information is learned, the more available it is. Thus, learning songs aids in the 

memory of specific words, drawing a figure from a story enhances the memory, etc. 

 Webbing of ideas mirrors the neural webbing of the brain. 

 Direct experience results in the most powerful learning. 

 The earliest years are the most important for mental growth. The rate of learning during these years is 

higher than in other periods of life. 

Social Influences on Learning 

 We learn what we are exposed to, thus everyone has a somewhat different knowledge base. 

 Societies deliberately pass on their content and skills to young children. 

 Children are ready for formal learning sometime between the ages of five and ten, but this varies 

between children. 

 Motivation is necessary for deliberate learning. 

o We learn to want to learn certain things. 

o Most people are capable of learning the rudiments of anything they want to. 

 Capacity for learning is more similar between most people than it is different. 

 Influences on learning: 

o Biological: Inborn predisposition and temperament are very much molded by experience. 

o Emotional: Early affective experiences influence openness to new experiences. 

o Social: Family status and community membership affect our opportunities. 

Schooling 

 Primary grades are crucial for setting the tone for the rest of a child’s education. 

 Necessary components for successful school experience: 
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o Safety: Physical and emotional. 

o Validation: Sense of personal acceptance. 

o Continuity: New learning always has to connect with previous learning. 

o Creativity: School learning should be multi-dimensional and engage all the talents of the learner. 

o Responsibility: Learner must have a sense that he/she owns his/her education. 

o Joy: Hard work has to have a reward. 

 Successful education involves great financial and human resources. 

 Education has great financial and lifestyle payoffs for individuals in our society. 
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Related Films Also Available From Davidson Films 

This is one of seven films in Davidson Films' "Early Childhood" series. The other titles are: 

 

 Growing Minds: Cognitive Development in Early Childhood (1996) 25 Minutes 

 Building Literacy Competencies (2000) 30 Minutes 

 Nourishing Language Development in Early Childhood (1996) 31 Minutes 

 Play: A Vygotskian Approach  (1996) 26 Minutes 

 Maria Montessori: Her Life And Legacy (2004) 35 Minutes 

 Performance Assessment: A Teacher’s Way Of Knowing (1993) 21 Minutes 

 

Other related films are: 

 B. F. Skinner: A Fresh Appraisal (1999) 41 Minutes 

 Concrete Operations (1993) 25 Minutes 

 Erik H. Erikson: A Life’s Work (1991) 38 Minutes 

 Human Brain Development: Nature and Nurture (2007) 30 Minutes 

 Piaget’s Developmental Theory: An Overview (1989) 25 Minutes 

 Scaffolding Self-Regulated Learning in Primary classrooms (1996) 35 Minutes 

 Using What We Know: Applying Piaget's Developmental Theory (1991) 35 Minutes 

in Primary Classrooms 

 Vygotsky’s Developmental Theory: An Introduction (1994) 28 Minutes 


