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For Immediate Release 

 

Internationally-Renowned Gospel Music Trailblazer  
Donald Lawrence to Headline  

Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra’s Classical Roots Concert 
 
CINCINNATI, OH (February 9, 2023)—The Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra (CSO) announced 
internationally-renowned gospel music trailblazer Donald Lawrence as the headlining artist for its 
Classical Roots concert on Friday, April 14, 2023, at 7:30 p.m. at Music Hall. Lawrence will make his CSO 
debut alongside his band, the Classical Roots Community Choir directed by Jason Alexander Holmes, 
and the CSO led by conductor John Morris Russell.  
 
One of the pre-eminent figures of gospel music, Lawrence is a songwriter, record producer, music and 
choir director, recording artist, and guiding force behind chart-topping hits, like “Encourage Yourself,” 
“Back II Eden” and “The Blessing of Abraham.” He has won two Grammy Awards, six Dove Awards, 28 
Stellar Awards, a Stellar Lifetime Achievement Award and was inducted into the Black Music Hall of 
Fame, North Carolina Music Hall of Fame, and the Black Entertainment Walk of Fame. He has 
collaborated with a diverse roster of marquee artists, serving as the vocal coach to the hit-making 
R&B/pop female group En Vogue, the musical director for Broadway/R&B star Stephanie Mills, 
songwriter for The Clark Sisters, and collaborator with a host of artists, including Peabo Bryson, Kirk 
Franklin, Karen Clark Sheard, Donnie McClurkin, and Mary J. Blige.  
 
In 1993, Donald Lawrence became the musical director for the Tri-City Singers, one of the most popular 
gospel choirs of the 1990s. With Lawrence at the helm, the group’s first album, A Songwriter’s Point Of 
View, debuted at No. 2 on the Billboard Top Gospel Charts. In 1995, Donald Lawrence and the Tri-City 
Singers topped the same charts with its follow-up album Bible Stories. Over the next decade, Lawrence 
and the Tri-City Singers issued a string of top-five gospel albums, including tri-city4.com and Go Get Your 
Life Back, which produced memorable hits, like “Testify,” “Message to the Saints” and “The Best Is Yet to 
Come.” In 2019, in celebration of the 25th anniversary since their acclaimed 1993 debut album, 
Lawrence reunited with the original Tri-City Singers for the album Goshen, which was recognized with 
the Gospel Music Association’s (GMA) Dove Award for Traditional Gospel Album of the Year. 
 
In addition to his work with the Tri-City Singers, Lawrence also leads a successful solo career. His first 
solo album, I Speak Life (2004), featuring guest appearances by Donnie McClurkin, Hezekiah Walker, 
Faith Evans, Richard Smallwood, Carl Thomas, Ramsey Lewis, and Lalah Hathaway, was nominated for 
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seven Stellar Awards and won six. Subsequent solo albums include The Law of Confession: Part I (2009) 
and YRM (Your Righteous Mind) (2011). 
 
No stranger to Cincinnati, Lawrence studied at the University of Cincinnati-Conservatory of Music 
(CCM), where he earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in music. In collaboration with Worth Gardner, 
head of CCM’s musical theater department at the time, Lawrence also wrote the 1986 musical revue 
“Sing Hallelujah!,” which opened with rave reviews at the Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, where it 
would be sold out over the next three summers; the show would eventually tour across the country and 
make it to off-Broadway. Lawrence also served as the music director of CCM’s Gospel Choir Hanarobi 
and Cincinnati Choral Union, and music minister at Southern Baptist Church and New Jerusalem Baptist 
Church in Cincinnati. 
 
“It is an extreme honor and privilege to return to Cincinnati and do a concert with the Cincinnati 
Symphony Orchestra featuring a few songs from my discography,” said Lawrence. “Cincinnati holds very 
special memories for me, CCM, New Jerusalem, Southern Baptist, The Choral Union, as well as Cincinnati 
Playhouse. The city was my second home. The discipline, professional training, and life experiences I 
received there prepared me for the career I have today. I am looking forward to this incredible event.” 
 
“Donald Lawrence is a remarkable and multifaceted artist whose dynamism infuses everything he 
touches,” said conductor John Morris Russell. “I am thrilled to be a part of this joyous homecoming, 
along with our chorus and orchestra, to celebrate Donald’s music and music making with all of 
Cincinnati.” 
 
Tickets for Classical Roots featuring Donald Lawrence are currently on sale with tickets starting at $15. 
To purchase tickets, visit cincinnatisymphony.org or call the Box Office at 513.381.3300, Monday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. A limited number of Pay-
What-You-Wish tickets for this performance, reserved for those with financial need, will be made 
available beginning the week of the performance. 
 
CINCINNATI SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
 
With a legacy dating back 128 years, the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra (CSO) is considered one of 
America’s finest and most versatile ensembles. Led by Louis Langrée since 2013, the CSO’s distinguished 
roster of past music directors includes Leopold Stokowski, Eugène Ysaÿe, Fritz Reiner, Max Rudolf, Jesús 
López Cobos and Paavo Järvi. Matthias Pintscher is the Orchestra’s Creative Partner, and previous 
artistic partners have included Lang Lang, Philip Glass, Branford Marsalis and Jennifer Higdon. The 
Orchestra also performs as the Cincinnati Pops, founded by Erich Kunzel in 1977 and currently led by 
John Morris Russell with Damon Gupton serving as Principal Guest Conductor. The CSO further elevates 
the city’s vibrant arts scene by serving as the official orchestra for the Cincinnati May Festival, Cincinnati 
Opera and Cincinnati Ballet.  
 
The CSO has long championed the composers and music of its time and has given historic American 
premieres by Claude Debussy, Gustav Mahler, Richard Strauss, Maurice Ravel, Béla Bartók, William 
Grant Still and other prominent composers. It has also commissioned many works that ultimately 
became mainstays of the classical repertoire, including Aaron Copland’s Fanfare for the Common Man. 
The Orchestra continues to actively commission new work, amplifying new voices from a diverse array 

https://cincinnatisymphony.org/


 

 
Internationally-Renowned Gospel Music Trailblazer Donald Lawrence to Headline Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra’s Classical Roots Concert | 3 

 

of backgrounds, most recently with the Fanfare Project, a series of solo instrument works written for 
CSO musicians to mark a moment in time during the Covid pandemic.  
 
Deeply committed to inclusion, relevance, and enhancing and expanding opportunities for the children 
of Greater Cincinnati, the Orchestra works to bring music education, in its many different forms, to as 
broad a public as possible. In 2020, the CSO was one of the first American orchestras to create a Chief 
Diversity & Inclusion Officer position; in 2022, the CSO became the first American orchestra to endow 
the position to ensure the absorption of best DE&I practices into every facet of the organization in 
perpetuity. The CSO/CCM Diversity Fellowship, a nationally recognized program in partnership with the 
University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music, provides a graduate degree-level education with 
performance and professional development opportunities for extraordinary young string players from 
populations historically underrepresented in American orchestras. The CSO is also an incubator for and 
partner to NIMAN, a consortium of American orchestras, professional musicians and educators 
established to address the lack of racial equity in the classical music field by aligning resources and 
collaborating to strengthen the trajectory of classical instrumentalists of color at all stages of their pre-
careers. 
 

 
Connect with the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Instagram. 

 
 
Classical Roots is supported in part by the National Endowment for the Arts and the following sponsors: 
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All programs, artists, dates, and prices are subject to change. 
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