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CARNAVAL!

John Morris Russell, conductor 
Héctor Del Curto, bandoneon 
Camille Zamora, soprano 

LIBERTANGO Astor Piazzolla, arr. Kazik

WAVE Antônio Carlos Jobim, arr. Ogerman

ARIA from BACHIANAS BRASILEIRAS NO. 5 Heitor Villa-Lobos, arr. Krance

MANHÃ DE CARNAVAL (“CARNIVAL MORNING”) Luiz Bonfá, arr. Catingub 
from BLACK ORPHEUS

POR UNA CABEZA (“BY A HEAD”) Carlos Gardel, arr. Williams

PRIMAVERA PORTEÑA (“SPRING”) Astor Piazzolla, arr. Ziegler 
from FOUR SEASONS OF BUENOS AIRES

VUELVO AL SUR (“I’M GOING BACK TO THE SOUTH”) Astor Piazzolla, orch. Tyzik

LA COMPARSA (“CARNIVAL PROCESSION”) Ernesto Lecuona, arr. Gould 
from DANZAS AFRO-CUBANAS

BONITA Antônio Carlos Jobim, arr. Riddle

THE LOOK OF LOVE Burt Bacharach, arr. Raine

CARAVAN Edward K. (“Duke”) Ellington, arr. Berens

LA CUMPARSITA (“LITTLE STREET PROCESSION”) Gerardo Matos Rodríguez, orch. Tyzik

The Cincinnati Pops Orchestra is grateful to Pops Series Sponsor PNC Bank,  
Pops Artist Series Sponsor Lincoln of Cincinnati, and Performance Sponsor  
Pyro-technical Investigations, Inc.
The Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra is grateful for the support of the  
Louise Dieterle Nippert Musical Arts Fund of the Greenacres Foundation and  
for the thousands of people who give generously to the ArtsWave Community 
Campaign. 

This project was supported in part by the Ohio Arts Council, which receives 
support from the State of Ohio, and the National Endowment for the Arts. 

Post-Concert Q&As are endowed by Melody Sawyer Richardson.

Cincinnati Public Radio is the Media Partner for these concerts.

The Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra in-orchestra Steinway piano is made 
possible in part by the Jacob G. Schmidlapp Trust.
Steinway Pianos, courtesy of Willis Music, is the official piano of the  
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra and Cincinnati Pops.

This performance will last approximately 1 hour. There is no intermission. Program is subject to change.
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If It Sounds Good, It Is Good
by John Morris Russell, Pops Conductor

As winter grinds on here in Cincinnati, my thoughts 
drift southward to the warmth and festivities of Car-
naval season in South America and the Caribbean. 
The celebration of Carnaval originated in Europe 
as a crescendo of parties between Epiphany and 
Ash Wednesday culminating in “Fat Tuesday,” or 
as they say in French, “Mardi Gras.” Such revelries 
in Quebec and New Orleans still retain a bit of 
French flavor; however, Carnaval celebrations in 
South America with their raucous parades, bright 
colors, outlandish costumes, and rollicking music 
have an essence all their own—especially in Brazil. 
The music of Carnaval, like much of the music of 
Latin America, is a mélange of African, Indigenous, 
and European musical styles, with a sound that is 
distinctive to every corner of this massive region.

In Argentina, the unique sound of the tango is as 
essential to the ethos of the country as jazz is to 
the USA. Steeped in African and Spanish musical 
and dance traditions, the tango is as edgy as it is 
alluring. African and traditional Portuguese musical 
styles are blended in Brazil, the birthplace of the 
suave Bossa Nova and lively Samba. Afro-Cuban 
styles have been a distinctive voice in jazz, as have 
Caribbean styles like Soca, Mambo and Calypso. 
All of these “New World” sounds (and many, many 
more) couldn’t happen anywhere else on earth. It’s 
that distinct blend of music and cultures we’ll be 
celebrating on our program, and, let me tell you, 
it’s going to be a PARTY!

Joining us for these concerts is bandoneon virtu-
oso Héctor Del Curto. The bandoneon (which looks 
like an accordion that was left in the dryer too long) 
is as much a part of the tango sound as the pulsing 
rhythm that pervades the style. It is remarkably 
versatile—well-suited to a wicked accompaniment 
one moment and a tender melodic line the next. 
The bandoneon will be featured on two of the 
pieces composed by Astor Piazzolla, who was also 
a stunning player on the instrument. Born in Italy 
and raised in Argentina, Piazzolla spent much of 
his career in New York City. Like Scott Joplin, who 
gave the rough-and-tumble ragtime style a new 
level of sophistication, Piazzolla imbued his tangos 
with a detailed artistry that made them a world-
wide sensation. His Primavera Porteña (“Spring”) 
is based upon themes from Vivaldi’s Four Seasons 

(we performed Piazzolla’s 
“Autumn” movement on 
our Autumnal Celebration 
livestream a couple months 
ago), and Libertango is an 
unofficial Argentinian na-
tional anthem.

Soprano Camille Zamora 
makes her debut with the 
Pops and is featured on several tango numbers, 
but she will most notably sing the Aria from Heitor 
Villa-Lobos’s Bachianas Brasileiras No. 5. This is 
one of those pieces whose title few people know, 
but which EVERYONE recognizes. It’s been used 
in countless films and soundtracks because of the 
sultry and mysterious blend of Brazilian folk music 
and the Baroque stylings of J.S. Bach. Speaking of 
films, we’ll be performing many pieces popularized 
in a wide variety of features, including “Por Una 
Cabeza,” by Carlos Gardel from True Lies and Scent 
of a Woman; the jazz classic “Manhã de Carnaval” 
by Luiz Bonfá from Black Orpheus; and “The Look 
of Love” by Burt Bacharach, which you’ll know from 
the 1967 film Casino Royale. Camille will be singing 
this smooth bossa nova, which became a hit for 
Janis Hansen and Brasil ’66 after they performed 
it at the Academy Awards in 1968.

I’m especially looking forward to presenting the 
music of Antônio Carlos Jobim, who, like Piazzolla 
and the tango, ingeniously fashioned the humble 
bossa nova groove into an international phenome-
non. We’ll perform two of his most popular songs, 
“Wave” and “Bonita,” featuring our own Julie Span-
gler on piano and Cristian Ganicenco on trombone. 
Guitarist Tim Berens and violinist Paul Patterson will 
also have solo turns on Duke Ellington’s “Caravan,” 
which is infused with Afro-Cuban style—with a wink 
and a nod to Georges Bizet. We finish the program 
with Gerardo Matos Rodríguez’s La Cumparsita, the 
quintessential tango classic—sure to have everyone 
dancing…in your seat of course(!).

In his tenth year as conductor of the Cincinnati Pops 
Orchestra, JOHN MORRIS RUSSELL continues to 
redefine the American orchestral experience, leading 
performances at Music Hall and concerts throughout 
the region, as well as domestic and international 



tours, cultivating the reputation of Greater Cincinnati 
as one of the world’s leading cultural centers. JMR 
has contributed six albums to the recorded legacy 
of the Cincinnati Pops, including the latest, Voyage, 
which debuted at No. 6 on Billboard’s Classical Chart 
in August of 2019. 

Guest Artists
HÉCTOR DEL CURTO, bandoneonist

Argentinean bandoneonist Héc-
tor Del Curto’s career, spanning 
more than 25 years, has encom-
passed the traditional Tango, 
New Tango, Jazz, Classical and 
World music. As one of the most 
sought-after bandoneonists, he 
has performed with luminaries 
across many musical genres, 
including the tango legends 
Astor Piazzolla and Osvaldo 

Pugliese, Latin jazz giant Paquito D’Rivera, jazz 
violinist Regina Carter, saxophonist Joe Lovano and 
violinist Cho–Liang Lin, and he has appeared with 
prestigious orchestras throughout the Americas.

Born into a family of bandoneon players, Del 
Curto was introduced to the world of tango and 

COVID-19 SAFETY PROTOCOLS. Thank you for keeping everyone safe at Music Hall by following these protocols 
recommended by health and government officials: Wear your mask, covering your nose and mouth, and maintain social 
distance at all times; you may remove your mask to drink the bottled water available for purchase in the lobby. Remain 
in your ticketed seat; if you must briefly leave during the concert, please return to your ticketed seat as directed by 
venue staff. If you have any questions about your ability to abide by the rules above, please immediately seek a staff 
member’s assistance. cincinnatipops.org/safety

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
For more information about this concert and 
guest artists, as well as a roster of Cincinnati 
Symphony and Pops Orchestra musicians, 
visit cincinnatipops.org/carnaval, or point your 
phone’s camera at this QR code:

bandoneon by his grandfather, Héctor Cristobal. By 
the age of 17, he had won the title “Best Bandoneon 
Player Under 25” in Argentina and was invited to 
join the orchestra of the legendary Osvaldo Pug-
liese. As a music director, he directed the spectacu-
lar show Forever Tango on Broadway and founded 
the Eternal Tango Orchestra, a 10-piece ensemble. 

Dedicated to the education, outreach and pres-
ervation of tango music, Del Curto founded the 
Stowe Tango Music Festival, the premier tango 
music festival in the United States. 

He is making his Cincinnati Pops debut this 
weekend.

CAMILLE ZAMORA, soprano
In collaboration with artists 
ranging from Plácido Domingo 
to Sting, Camille Zamora has 
garnered acclaim for her inter-
pretations of repertoire ranging 
from Mozart to tango. She is 
making her Cincinnati Pops 
debut this weekend.

Recent seasons have featured 
her Kennedy Center debut, 
performances at the US Capitol 

with Yo-Yo Ma, concerts of classic tango with  the 
Fort Worth Symphony and Florida Orchestra, and 
five new operatic roles, including the tour de force 
double-bill of La voix humaine and Pagliacci with 
Opera Columbus. She also re-created the principal 
soprano role of Lucia in Hindemith’s The Long 
Christmas Dinner with the American Symphony 
Orchestra at Lincoln Center, the live recording of 
which topped the New York Times’ Classical Playlist 
and was chosen one of Opera News’ 2016 Best 
Recordings of the Year.

A champion of zarzuela, Camille Zamora has 
been cited by the Congressional Hispanic Caucus 
and NBC Latino as a leading interpreter of classical 
Spanish vocal repertoire. A Kennedy Center Citizen 
Artist, she is a graduate of The Juilliard School, the 
co-founder of the arts non-profit Sing for Hope, and 
one of CNN’s Most Intriguing People.
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JOHN MORRIS RUSSELL, Pops Conductor 
Louise Dieterle Nippert & Louis Nippert Chair

Damon Gupton, Pops Principal Guest Conductor

Wilbur Lin, Assistant Conductor, Pops

SONGBOOK
MIDCENTURY

FILM SCORES
THE GREAT

Upcoming Concerts

Ella, Nat & More

TICKETS ON SALE NOW FOR LIVE, IN-PERSON PERFORMANCES
513.381.3300 • cincinnatipops.org

You have asked how you can help. Consider a tax-deductible gift online at
cincinnatipops.org/donate.

MAY 7–9*
FRI 7:30 pm; SAT 7:30 pm
SUN 2 pm
*Available on-demand June 5

Damon Gupton conductor

APR 2–3*
FRI 7:30 pm; SAT 7:30 pm
*Available on-demand April 23

John Morris Russell conductor
Darius de Haas vocalist
Mandy Gaines vocalist


