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We are thrilled to welcome you to the Cincinnati
Symphony Orchestra's Young People's Concert. It is a
little-known fact that the CSO has been presenting
these concerts for over 100 years! When your students
experience a Young People's Concert they are part of
a tradition that has included children, just like them,
for over a century.

Music moves us. It can help us see the world a
different way. Dots & Lines looks at how visual artists
and composers use similar techniques to create
something beautiful. 

A concert guide that
provides a look at the music
and composers
Lesson plans that explore
the repertoire & theme
Activities within the lesson
plans
Reflection activity

ELEMENTS OF YOUNG
PEOPLE'S CONCERTS

 

INTRODUCTION



CONCERT
GUIDE
OVERVIEW

In the lesson plans, you will find the following.

Exploration: 

What elements do artists and composers use to

create variety in their creations?

Key Objectives

Standards Addressed

Key Vocabulary

Options for Classrooms with Special Needs

 

Engaging students in high-quality music
learning experiences is something we are
passionate about. This guide is designed to
support the work of teachers as you engage
your students in active participation through
music making, critical thinking, and creating. 



ABOUT THE
ORCHESTRA

We believe music lives within all of us
regardless of who we are or where we come
from. We believe that music is a pathway to

igniting our passions, discovering what moves
us, deepening our curiosity and connecting us

to our world and to each other.

It takes about 100 people to manage the CSO all year around. The CSO and Pops perform orchestral,
chamber music, new music, and holiday concerts throughout the year. They also have educational
programs, community concerts, and children's programming, always seeking to provide inspiration

and entertainment to listeners.

 

On January 17, 1895 Frank Van der Stucken conducted the first concert of the Cincinnati Symphony
Orchestra. The Cincinnati Orchestra Association Company, founded by 15 enthusiastic women under the
presidency of Mrs. William Howard Taft, sponsored nine concerts by the 48-member orchestra in the first
season. Concerts that season and the next were presented at Pike's Opera House, and in 1896 the orchestra,
which then numbered 60, moved to Music Hall.

Frank Van der Stucken, born in Texas of Belgian-German parentage, continued as music director until 1907.
During the orchestra's exciting early years, Richard Strauss was a guest conductor, Edward MacDowell
performed his own piano concerto, and the orchestra presented the American premiere of Mahler's
Symphony No. 5.

Since 1895, the orchestra has had thirteen subsequent Music Directors.
1909-1912: Leopold Stokowski
1912-1917: Ernst Kunwald
1918-1922: Eugène Ysaÿe
1922-1931: Fritz Reiner
1931-1946: Eugene Goossens
1947-1958: Thor Johnson
1958-1970: Max Rudolf
1970-1977: Thomas Schippers
1978-1980: Walter Susskind (music advisor)
1980-1986: Michael Gielen
1986-2001: Jesús López Cobos
2001-2011: Paavo Järvi
2013-present: Louis Langrée



YOUR
CONDUCTORS

Samuel Lee, first prize winner of the BMI International
Conducting Competition in Bucharest and the International
Conducting Competition in Taipei, has been appointed
Assistant Conductor of the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra,
beginning in the 2022–23 season.
As a violist, Lee was invited to perform with the Baden-Baden
Philharmonic, Munich Chamber Orchestra, Southern German
Philharmonic, Zabrze Philharmonic, Seoul Philharmonic, KBS
Symphony, Korean Symphony and at the Schleswig-Holstein
Music Festival and the Mecklenburg-Vorpommern Music
Festival.
From 2009 until 2017, Lee was the violist of Novus String
Quartet, which performed and was invited to renowned venues
such as Berlin Philharmonie, Carnegie Hall, Vienna Musikverein,
Cologne Philharmonie and Suntory Hall. He also was the
second prize winner of the 61st International Music
Competition of ARD Munich and first prize winner of the
Salzburg International Mozart Competition.

 Daniel Wiley has quickly become a notable young conductor on the rise, having made guest
appearances with the Denali Chamber Orchestra, Meridian Symphony, Equilibrium Ensemble,
Boise Philharmonic, Abilene Philharmonic, London (Ontario) Symphonia, Windsor (Ontario)
Symphony Orchestra, Windsor Abridged Opera, University of Windsor’s Wind Ensemble, and the
University of North Florida’s Opera Department.
In the fall of 2022, Wiley joined the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra and Pops as an Assistant
Conductor, where he will be responsible for conducting and covering a wide variety of concerts as
well as working with the Cincinnati Symphony Youth Orchestras.
Prior to his tenure in Cincinnati, Wiley held numerous conducting posts, including Assistant
Conductor of the Jacksonville Symphony, Music Director of the Jacksonville Symphony Youth
Orchestras, Associate Conductor of the Windsor Symphony Orchestra, Music Director of the
Windsor Symphony Youth Orchestras, and Education Conductor/Consultant for London
Symphonia, 
During the pandemic, Wiley was instrumental in expanding the Windsor Symphony’s educational
footprint by creating a digital education concert series that includes 12 hours of interactive music
curriculum for schools. Lauded as “an exemplar of impassioned and outstanding pedagogy” and
recognized in the Ontario Provincial Parliament as an example of how an orchestra can change lives
through music even during a time of unprecedented uncertainty, this program to date has served
more than 123,000 students across the United States and Canada.
As a former public-school music teacher, Wiley has a unique passion for music education, and he
frequently donates his time as a guest clinician to support students and teachers in music programs
across North America.

 



Written in 2002, Machines is a
short, exciting piece. Ronald
Brown, from The Washington
Post wrote of this piece, "The
concert ended with 'Machine'
... one long, loud, freight-train
crescendo with hellishly
snapping winds and jumping-
bean rhythms, and it sweeps
relentlessly forward for just
under three minutes, then
stops on a dime. For sheer
unpretentious fun it was just
the ticket."

2002

MACHINE

EXPLORE THE
MUSIC

Jennifer Higdon is one of the most
frequently performed American
composers today. She is the
recipient of several awards,
including a Pew Fellowship, a
Guggenheim Fellowship, and two
awards from the American
Academy of Arts & Letters. Her
music is approachable, exciting, and
rich with color.

b. 1962

JENNIFER HIGDON



1840-1893

PIOTR ILYICH
TCHAIKOVSKY

Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky was 6
years old when he began
piano lessons. When he was 8,
Piotr was sent to a boarding
school and missed his family
greatly. His mother died when
he was 14 and this loss made
him very sad. By the age of 19,
he had completed his law
studies and was appointed a
government job. He gave up
his job and began to study
music when he was 23.

At todays concert we will hear
the third movement - a
scherzo that uses a pizzicato
ostinato. Strings play pizzicato
throughout the movement.
They are joined by the
woodwinds when the oboe's
long, high note begins a new
section. Later, the brass
instruments come in, playing
very quietly and staccato. The
three groups (strings,
woodwinds, and brass) are the
only groups that play; there is
no percussion in this
movement except the timpani.
It ends quietly with pizzicato
strings.

1877-78

SYMPHONY NO. 4
IN F MINOR, OP. 36

EXPLORE THE
MUSIC



1838-1875

GEORGES BIZET

Bizet was a French composer.
His father, Adolphe Bizet, had
been a hairdresser and
wigmaker before becoming a
singing teacher despite his
lack of formal training.
Georges, an only child,
showed early aptitude for
music and quickly picked up
the basics of musical notation
from his mother, who
probably gave him his first
piano lessons.

 

"There are two moments in the
opera that have music for the
toreadors. One is an aria (song)
that is sung by the bullfighter
Escamillo in an attempt to woo
the lady for which Georges
Bizet's opera is named:
Carmen. The other is the
march which is played as the
bullfighters enter the ring.
The opera Carmen only
became famous after Bizet
died of a heart attack. Carmen
is one of the most famous
operas and performed
frequently.

1875

CARMEN SUITE
NO. 1 -
TOREADORS

EXPLORE THE
MUSIC



1770-1827

LUDWIG VAN
BEETHOVEN

Beethoven was born at a time
of great change in Europe.
Scientific discoveries and
struggles for equality among
the social classes, affected the
work of artists, writers, and
musicians. Beethoven grew
up during these challenging
times and actually helped
bring about some social
change.

This symphony is also known
as the Pastoral Symphony and
was completed in 1808.
Beethoven was a lover of
nature who spent a great deal
of his time on walks in the
country. This is one of
Beethoven's few works
containing explicitly
programmatic content,
meaning he wanted listener's
to feel like they were in the
country.

1808

SYMPHONY NO. 6
IN F MAJOR, OP.
68

EXPLORE THE
MUSIC



1895-1978

WILLIAM GRANT
STILL

William Grant Still was born in
Mississippi and grew up in
Little Rock, Arkansas. Still was
the first African-American to
conduct a major American
symphony orchestra, the first
to have a symphony
performed by a leading
orchestra, the first to have an
opera performed by a major
opera company, and the first
to have an opera performed
on national television.

William Grant Still's “Danzas de
Panama” are based on a
collection of Panamanian folk
tunes. The last movement,
Cumbia y Congo begins with a
percussive hand-pounding to
a high-spirited and fast dance.
At first it sounds purely African
but very quickly a heavy dose
of Latin melody is added to the
mix. The ending is brilliant and
exciting.

1948

DANZA DE
PANAMA
CUMBIA Y CONGO

EXPLORE THE
MUSIC

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orchestra


1824-1884

BEDRICH SMETANA

Bedrich Smetana is a heroic
figure in Czech culture. The son
of a Bohemian brewer, he is
seen as the founder of a Czech
national school of music.
Smetana is considered a
nationalist composer – imbuing
the spirit of his people through
the sounds of his music by
incorporating folk and folk-like
melodies and harmonies in his
compositions.

The Moldau is the name of a river
from its source in the mountains in
a Bohemian forest to the city of
Prague. The beginning starts with
light, rippling sounds that represent
the Moldau River as two mountain
springs, one warm and one cold.
Water from the springs combines to
become a mighty river. Farther
downstream, the river passes
jubilant hunters and then passes a
village wedding, The river then
enters a gorge where, according to
legend, water nymphs—suggested
by serene and mysterious melodies
—come out to bathe in the
moonlight. With the morning light,
the main river theme returns,
though it soon breaks into wild
water as the river enters the St.
John’s Rapids. Beyond the white
water, the river reaches Prague,
where it flows past a castle, once
the seat of power for Bohemian
kings. After fading to a trickle, the
piece—and the journey—comes to
an end with two, loud chords.

1874

THE MOLDAU
FROM MÁ VLAST

EXPLORE THE
MUSIC

https://www.britannica.com/science/mountain-landform
https://www.britannica.com/science/water
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/legend
https://www.britannica.com/topic/nymph-Greek-mythology
https://www.britannica.com/place/St-Johns-Newfoundland-and-Labrador


1893-1983

JEAN MIRO

Jean Miro was a Spanish
painter and sculptor. He
began drawing when he was
7-years old! At first people
didn't like his art but he kept
painting. He realized his art
calmed him down when he
was anxious or sad. 

He liked to experiment with
different shapes and images.

 This mural is in the Cincinnati Art
Museum and can be found outside the
Terrace Cafe! When it was in the Terrace
Plaza Hotel it filled the only wall in the
room. The rest of the walls were
windows looking out over Cincinnati.
Miró had been commissioned and was
brought in from Europe to install it
himself. It was a “sort of artificial
window."
You can see lots of different shapes and
colors. You can find animals, faces, and
lots of dots & lines!!

1947

MURAL FOR THE
TERRACE PLAZA
HOTEL - CINCINNATI

EXPLORE THE
ART



1899-1956

FRANK HARMON
MYERS

Frank Harmon Myers was born
in Cleves, Ohio and moved to
Cincinnati in 1907. He is known
for his art that is brightly
colored with expressive brush
strokes showing his interest in
French impressionism. He is
best known for seascapes.

 This mural is in the Cincinnati Art
Museum and is an oil painting of Eden
Park. In the early days, it was sometimes
called the People's Park.

The building in the background is the
Cincinnati Art Museum. Behind it is the
original Cincinnati Art Academy where
Frank Harmon Myers studied and later
taught. The Cincinnati Art Museum and
the Art Academy were a major
influence on how Cincinnati became
one of the leading art centers in the
United States.

See if you can spot the streetcar in the
painting. Its route started on Fountain
Square. The streetcar would have
continued on a path to take people to
the zoo.

1927

IN THE PARK

EXPLORE THE
ART



1869-1954

HENRI MATTISSE

Mattisse was a French artist
known for his use of color. His
parents owned a flower
business. He thought he
would become a lawyer but
after recovering from an
attack of appendicitis, his
mother brought his art
supplies. He fell in love with
painting and decided to
become an artist.

 This was the second (II) still life Mattisse
did with these items. It uses a technique
called pointillism. It is a haze of paint
daubs in yellows, reds and soft blues. It
looks like confetti.

Because Mattisse had a limited budget
painting a still life didn't cost him
anything. He could use items he found
around the house or his neighborhood.

1904

STILL LIFE WITH A
PURRO (II)

EXPLORE THE
ART



1866-1944

WASSILY
KANDINSKI

Kandinski was Russian but
became a French citizen. He
painted in a style called
Abstract Art. He compared
painting to composing music.
He said color was the
keyboard, the eyes are the
hammers, the soul is the piano
with many strings. The artist is
the hand that plays, touching
one key or another to cause
vibrations in the soul.

 Primary colors on the painting
feature squares, circles, triangles
and there are abstract shapes
mixed in with these. There are also
straight and curved black lines
that go through the colors and
shapes.

1925

YELLOW-RED-BLUE

EXPLORE THE
ART



1853-1890

VINCENT VAN GOGH

Vincent Van Gogh was born into a
middle class family but as an
adult lived in poverty. It was hard
to earn a living because he wasn't
considered a successful artist
when he was alive. People didn't
understand the way he painted.
He was often sick because he
didn't eat or drink properly. After
he died his art began to get more
attention. Now there is a museum
in Amsterdam just for his art!

 This was one of his final works of
art. It uses thick brushstrokes and
they have a rhythmic pattern. He
uses lots of blue, white, pink,
yellow, green, and browns. Some
people see the tree in the
foreground first and others see
the two people in the background
first. What did you see first?

1890

UNDERGROWTH
WITH TWO FIGURES

EXPLORE THE
ART



GLOSSARY
Conductor - the person who leads the orchestra or other
musical group.

Composer - A person who writes music

Orchestra - A large group of instruments

Woodwinds - Instruments that produce their sound using a
reed (like the clarinet, saxophone, bassoon, and oboe) or by
blowing air across a mouthpiece (like the flute and piccolo)

Brass - Metal instruments that produce sound by buzzing
the lips into a cup-shaped mouthpiece; the section (or family)
of the orchestra made up of these instruments.

Percussion - Instruments that produce sound by being
struck by another object (mallet, hand, etc.); the section (or
family) of the orchestra made up of these instruments

Strings - Instruments that produce sound by vibrating a
string. Also the section (or family) of the orchestra made of
these instruments.

Pizzicato - To play by plucking

Staccato - Short and detached sound
Ostinato
Opera - A staged art form that combines singing, theater,
and movement

Symphony - An independent orchestral work most often in
four movements which contrast in style but are related.



GLOSSARY

Pointillism - a work of art using small dots to form a
picture

Still-life - a work of art that shows inanimate
objects from the natural or man-made world, such
as fruit, flowers, dead game, and/or vessels like
baskets or bowls. Looked at another way: still lifes
depict things that are “still” and don't move.
 
Landscape - a painting of nature.

Seascape - a painting of a lake, ocean, or sea

Foreground - the area of a picture closest to the
person looking at the picture. 

Background - the area of the picture furthest away
from the person looking at the picture.

Abstract - art that uses shapes, colors, and other
forms to create the picture.

Easel - a stand that an artist uses to hold what they
are painting on. It might be wood, canvas, or paper.

Mural - a work of art painted directly on a wall.




