
Yellow, Red, Blue: An art lesson
based on the work of Wassily

Kandinsky. Grades 1-3



Students will create an abstract piece of art 
Students will learn the term abstract
Students will execute various lines and use them in their art

Objectives



Concept
Students will view Yellow-
Red-Blue by Wassily
Kandinsky. In this lesson,
students will create art
using colored markers or
pencils and black crayons.



Materials
Books: "Lines that Wiggle" by
Candace Whitman, "The Noisy
Paintbox" by Barb Rosenstock

Paint or colored markers/pencils

Black crayon

8.5x11 bond paper

Paperclip and/or popsicle sticks



Vocabulary

Abstract - in art it does not attempt to
represent a particular image.

Line - is an element of art - a path
between two places. Various lines can
include thick, thin, wavy, curvy, zig-zag,
bumpy, dashed, vertical, horizontal, etc.

Pointillism - the application of pure color
in small dots.



Day 1

Discover different types of lines and dots
around the room. For younger grades read
the book "Lines that Wiggle" by Candace
Whitman. You may also show a line video
on YouTube. "The Line Song" by Scratch
Garden.

Distribute a line worksheet or dictate
various lines for students to complete.

Procedure

https://youtu.be/DQEVllmeWH4


What do you see?
What lines, dots, shapes or patterns did the artist use?
How do you think it was made?
Where do you think it is from?

Share the image of  Yellow-Red-Blue found at the end of the lesson or
from online. Guide the students in a discussion using the following
prompts:

Read the book (or watch the video) about Kandinsky's life as a boy, "The
Noisy Paintbox" by Barb Rosenstock. Video link is found on the resource
page.

Have the students use a pencil to divide their paper into sections using
straight and wavy lines.

Have the students use colored markers or pencils to fill in the various
sections on the paper.

Play the second movement of Beethoven's Symphony No. 6 in F Major,
Op. 68 as the students create.

Day 2



Day 3

While listening to the first movement of Beethoven's
Symphony No. 6, have the students use a black
crayon to cover the colored sections they
completed on Day 2. They should have all color
covered. 

Review the various types of lines and dots they saw
in Yellow-Red-Blue.

Demonstrate how to use a paperclip and/or
popsicle stick to scratch off the crayon and reveal
the colors underneath using various lines and dots.

Have the students create their art while listening to
The Moldau by Bedrich Smetana.



The following criteria will be used to
assess the project:

Student participated in the discussion of Yellow-Red-Blue
Student used various lines and sizes of dots on their art
Students' art is neat and shows good craftsmanship

Assessment



National
Standards
VA: Cr1.2.1a - Use observations and investigation in preparation for
making a work of art. 

VA: Cr1.2.2a - Make art or design with various materials and tools
to explore personal interests, questions, and curiosity.

VA: Cr1.2.3a - Create personally satisfying artwork using a variety
of artistic processes and materials.

The following National Standards are for grades 1-3:



National
Standards
VA: Cr2.1.1a - Explore uses of materials and tools to create works
of art or design.

VA: Cr2.1.2a - Experiment with various materials and tools to
explore personal interests in a work of art or design.

VA: Cr2.1.3a - Create personally satisfying artwork using a variety
of artistic processes and materials.

The following National Standards are for grades 1-3:



National
Standards
VA: Cr2.2.1a - Demonstrate safe and proper procedures for using
materials and tools, and equipment while making art. 

VA: Cr2.2.2a - Demonstrate safe procedures for using and
cleaning art tools, equipment, and studio spaces.

VA: Cr2.2.3a - Demonstrate an understanding of the safe and
proficient use of materials, tools, and equipment for a variety of
artistic processes.

The following National Standards are for grades 1-3:



Curriculum
Connections



Language Arts: Have students write
about their art. What feelings did
they try to convey?

Math: Have students create a graph
of gemetric shapes they used in
their art (if they used more than
dots and lines).



 Resource Page
http://www.cincinnatiartmuseum.org/art/explore-the-collection?id+14609545 

 
https://youtu.be/qt89fWM9ex4 - WASSILY KANDINSKY FACTS FOR KIDS | LOU BEE ABC

 
https://youtu.be/uNzGHIDjjCE - Kids Art: Kandinsky's Circles

 
https://youtu.be/F0l_trxuDWk - The Noisy Paint Box: The Colors and Sounds of Kandinsky's

Abstract Art
 

https://youtu.be/R6nZjVNaJLg - Kids Art Lesson - Wassily Kandinsky Abstract Art
 
 
 
 



lesson sample



Step 1:
(Day 2)

Use colored pencils
or markers to draw
shapes on your
paper.



Step 2:
(Day 3)

Use a black (or dark blue) crayon
to color over the first drawing.



Step 3:
(Day 3)

Use a paperclip (used in
this example) to scrape
away the black crayon
making a design. It will
allow the colors
beneath to show.



Yellow, Red, Blue by Wassily Kandinsky


