
POPS AT MUSIC HALL | 2020–2021 SEASON 
SAT JAN 23, 7:30 pm | SUN JAN 24, 2 pm BROADWAY FOREVER

John Morris Russell, conductor 
Jessica Hendy, vocalist 
Melvin Tunstall III, vocalist 
Veronica Stern, vocalist 

SELECTIONS FROM GYPSY Jule Styne, arr. Bennett

CABARET from CABARET John Kander & Fred Ebb

THIS IS THE MOMENT from JEKYLL & HYDE Frank Wildhorn

I DREAMED A DREAM from LES MISÉRABLES Claude-Michel Schönberg & Alain Boublil

MEDLEY from CHICAGO John Kander & Fred Ebb, arr. Ricketts

SOMEWHERE from WEST SIDE STORY Leonard Bernstein & Stephen Sondheim

CAN’T TAKE MY EYES OFF OF YOU from JERSEY BOYS Bob Crewe & Bob Gaudio

MEMORY from CATS Andrew Lloyd Webber

THREE DANCE EPISODES from ON THE TOWN Leonard Bernstein 
 The Great Lover • Lonely Town (Pas de deux) • Times Square Ballet

IMPOSSIBLE DREAM from MAN OF LA MANCHA Mitch Leigh & Joe Darion

DEFYING GRAVITY from WICKED Stephen Schwartz

The Cincinnati Pops Orchestra is grateful to Pops Series Sponsor PNC Bank, Pops 
Artist Series Sponsor Lincoln of Cincinnati, and Pops Family Concert Sponsor 
Graeter’s Ice Cream.

Thank you to Digital Access Partner, The Procter & Gamble Company.

The Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra is grateful for the support of the  
Louise Dieterle Nippert Musical Arts Fund of the Greenacres Foundation and  
for the thousands of people who give generously to the ArtsWave Community 
Campaign. 

This project was supported in part by the Ohio Arts Council, which receives 
support from the State of Ohio, and the National Endowment for the Arts. 

Post-Concert Q&As are endowed by Melody Sawyer Richardson.

Cincinnati Public Radio is the Media Partner for these concerts.

The Cincinnati Pops in-orchestra Steinway piano, courtesy of The Jacob G. 
Schmidlapp Trust, is the official piano of the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra 
and Cincinnati Pops.

This performance will last approximately 1 hour. There is no intermission.
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If It Sounds Good, It Is Good
by John Morris Russell, Pops Conductor

Musical theatre is about empathy—the panoply 
of emotions expressed through the full gamut 
of American musical styles brings us together 
as Americans like few other shared experiences. 
Our opening concert—the first concert of the 
new year and the first in-person presentation 
in Music Hall for nearly 10 months—celebrates 
Broadway with a message of HOPE. Songs 
from inspirational shows like Man of La Mancha, 
West Side Story, Les Misérables and Carousel 
capture the dreams, fears and passions we ALL 
experience in our own lives, with melodies and 
lyrics that transport us into the heart and soul 
of characters who are part of our collective 
mythology. A song like “Defying Gravity” or “I 
Dreamed a Dream” is transformative and, in the 
voice of a brilliant artist, has the power to bring 
us light in the darkest times. 

The old adage “the show must go on!” could not 
be more apropos. Our audience will be appropri-
ately “socially distanced,” as will our Orchestra, 
but we will make the most of our peculiar situation 
by employing smaller numbers similar to those 
that might be squeezed into a Broadway “pit.” 
The sound might not be as lush as our full Pops 
Orchestra, but our lean-and-mean ensemble 
bristles with a sonic energy highlighted by the 
brilliance of individual musicians.

The centerpiece of the program is Bernstein’s 
“Three Dance Episodes” from On the Town, 
with orchestrations that mimic the original 
pit orchestra—it’s like a cross between a jazz 
band and a small orchestra. These dances were 
extracted from the Broadway show to create a 
concert suite that represents some of Bernstein’s 
greatest work. They’re jazzy, evocative, playful, 
soulful and fun! The Orchestra is also featured in 
a medley from Chicago that imitates the sound 
of the Roaring Twenties with a ragtime-jazz 
inspired score. It smokes!

We have three singers joining us, all of whom 
are associated with the University of Cincinnati 
College-Conservatory of Music (CCM). One of 
our Pops traditions—beginning long before my 
days as Associate Conductor of the CSO—is to 
give some of the rising stars within CCM’s Musical 

Theatre program their first 
professional engagement. 
“Home for the Holidays” 
at the Taft Theatre (for 
those who remember!) 
opened the door to many 
BIG careers, and concerts 
over my last ten years as 
conductor of the Pops 
have sparkled with both 
returning alums and the 
newest talent from CCM. 

Jessica Hendy returns to the Pops for the first 
time since her debut more than a decade ago 
and is as familiar a face on Cincinnati stages as 
she is in New York. She has appeared in numer-
ous Broadway and touring productions—her 
biggest gig has been the role of Grizabella in 
the Broadway revival of CATS. And yes, folks, 
she’ll be singing “Memory” like nobody else—she 
owns it. Jessica’s latest project is the creation 
of a one-woman autobiographical musical, 
With Beckett, which is poised to become a new 
sensation. Broadway veteran and CCM alum 
Melvin Tunstall III also joins us; in addition to his 
performing credits, he enjoys a robust career 
as a playwright and song writer. Veronica Stern 
makes her professional debut with the Pops this 
weekend—as a current student at CCM, she has 
experienced real challenges this year, so our 
concerts together are so very special for all of us.

Our program ends with a trio of songs that 
could have been written for us all at THIS mo-
ment in time: “The Impossible Dream,” a paean 
to perseverance; “Defying Gravity,” an anthem 
of overcoming adversity; and “You’ll Never Walk 
Alone,” a hymn of hope. At a time when the world 
seems to be spinning off its axis, music gives 
us the courage and strength to move forward, 
rebuild, renew, and work together for something 
so much bigger than ourselves. 

In his tenth year as conductor of the Cincin-
nati Pops Orchestra, JOHN MORRIS RUSSELL 
continues to redefine the American orchestral 
experience, leading performances at Music Hall 



JESSICA HENDY, vocalist 
Broadway star and Cincin-
nati native Jessica Hendy 
debuted with the Cincinnati 
Pops at Riverbend in 2008 
and most recently appeared 
with the Orchestra at Music 
Hall for its Wonderful Music 
of Oz concerts in 2019. A 
graduate of the University 
of Cincinnati College-Con-
servatory of Music (CCM), 

Jessica now calls New York City home, but she 
returns often to visit family in Cleves. 

MELVIN TUNSTALL III, 
vocalist 
Also a CCM alumnus, Melvin 
Tunstall III made his Broad-
way debut in Beautiful: The 
Carole King Musical, continu-
ing with the show for more 
than 1,500 performances.  
Melvin, who currently re-
sides in New York City, is 
making his Cincinnati Pops 
debut with these concerts.

VERONICA STERN, vocalist
Veronica Stern is a senior 
at CCM, pursuing a BFA in 
Musical Theatre. The Pelham, 
New York native is making 
her Cincinnati Pops debut 
this weekend. Recently, 
Veronica was named a top-
10 contestant in Spot-On 
Arts Academy’s Give My 
Regards… talent search. 

Guest Artists

and concerts throughout the region, as well as 
domestic and international tours, cultivating 
the reputation of Greater Cincinnati as one of 
the world’s leading cultural centers. JMR has 

contributed six albums to the recorded legacy of 
the Cincinnati Pops, including the latest, Voyage, 
which debuted at No. 6 on Billboard’s Classical 
Chart in August of 2019. 

COVID-19 SAFETY PROTOCOLS. Thank you for keeping everyone safe at Music Hall by following these 
protocols recommended by health and government officials: Wear your mask, covering your nose and mouth, 
and maintain social distance at all times; you may remove your mask to drink the bottled water available for 
purchase in the lobby. Remain in your ticketed seat; if you must briefly leave during the concert, please return 
to your ticketed seat as directed by venue staff. After the concert, exit the auditorium by row as announced 
from the stage. If you have any questions about your ability to abide by the rules above, please immediately 
seek a staff member’s assistance. cincinnatipops.org/safety

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
For more information about this concert and 
guest artists, as well as a roster of Cincinnati 
Symphony and Pops Orchestra musicians, visit 
cincinnatisymphony.org/broadwayforever, or 
point your phone’s camera at this QR code:



JOHN MORRIS RUSSELL, Pops Conductor 
Louise Dieterle Nippert & Louis Nippert Chair

Damon Gupton, Pops Principal Guest Conductor

Wilbur Lin, Assistant Conductor, Pops

CARNAVAL!

FILM SCORES
THE GREAT

SONGBOOK
MIDCENTURY

Music Hall
MAY 7–9

Music Hall
APR 2–3

Music Hall
FEB 27–28

John Morris Russell conductor
Camille Zamora soprano

John Morris Russell conductor
Darius de Haas vocalist

Damon Gupton conductor

Upcoming Concerts
Tickets on sale now for live, in-person performances

513.381.3300 • cincinnatipops.org

You have asked how you can help. Consider a tax-deductible gift online at
cincinnatipops.org/donate.


