
CSO AT MUSIC HALL | 2020–2021 SEASON 
THURS FEB 4, 7:30 pm | SAT FEB 6, 7:30 pm

François López-Ferrer, conductor 
Pablo Sáinz-Villegas, guitarist

KAREEM ROUSTOM Dabke 
(b. 1971) 

JOAQUÍN RODRIGO Concierto de Aranjuez for Guitar and Orchestra  
(1901–1999)  Allegro con spirito 
   Adagio
   Allegro gentile

GEORGES BIZET Symphony No. 1 in C Major
(1838–1875)  Allegro vivo
   Adagio 
   Allegro vivace
   Allegro vivace

This performance will last approximately 1 hour; there is no intermission. 

The CSO is grateful to CSO Season Sponsor Western & Southern 
Financial Group. 
The Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra is grateful for the support of the  
Louise Dieterle Nippert Musical Arts Fund of the Greenacres 
Foundation and for the thousands of people who give generously to the 
ArtsWave Community Campaign. 

This project was supported in part by the Ohio Arts Council, which 
receives support from the State of Ohio, and the National Endowment 
for the Arts. 

Post-Concert Q&As are endowed by Melody Sawyer Richardson.

These concerts are endowed by Martha Anness, Priscilla Haffner & Sally 
Skidmore in loving memory of their mother, LaVaughn Scholl Garrison, 
a long-time patron of the Orchestra.

Cincinnati Public Radio is the Media Partner for these concerts.

The Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra in-orchestra Steinway piano is made 
possible in part by the Jacob G. Schmidlapp Trust.
Steinway Pianos, courtesy of Willis Music, is the official piano of the  
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra and Cincinnati Pops.
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When your parents are established musi-
cians, often the children are referred to 
by the moniker “the son or daughter of” 

the famous parent, which has been true for François 
López-Ferrer, the son of former CSO Music Director 
Jesús López Cobos. François, however, is now at the 
dawn of what is becoming his own amazing career 
in music. And just as the CSO was influential in his 
early years, I am very proud that the CSO is playing 
an important part in assisting him to develop his 
own artistic voice and to hone his conducting skills. 

To François: most of the work of the Assistant 
Conductor is unseen by the audience and involves 
a lot of time sitting in rehearsal to be my eyes and 
ears. I am so thrilled that this weekend I will be in 
the Hall applauding your amazing talent!

—Louis Langrée, CSO Music Director

INSIGHTS
from Assistant Conductor  
François López-Ferrer 

It is a great privilege to be making my U.S. sub-
scription debut with none other than the Cincinnati 
Symphony Orchestra. 

The CSO is near and dear to my heart, as it is the 
orchestra that played an integral part during my 
formative years as a person and musician, while 
my father, Jesús López Cobos, was Music Director. 
The legendary backstage “Green Room” was my 
playground as a child, and the place where I later 
had the chance to meet and learn from some of the 
most established names in classical music. For me, 
Music Hall is a sphere of curiosity and discovery, 
and the CSO’s musicians and conductors, both past 
and present, are the fountain of knowledge and 
friendship that have accompanied me on my path 
into this infinite world of music.

This program highlights my passions for French 
and Spanish culture. As a Cincinnati-raised, Swiss-
born American son of a Spanish conductor and a 
Cuban soprano, my love for the sometimes subtle 

but pervasive relationships 
between cultures is ingrained 
in me. 

The border that separates 
Spain from France is not nearly 
as thin as the line that separates 
their music. The love of folklore, 
reflection on life, poetry, and 
art are shared between these 
neighboring countries, and that 
influence is heard in the music 
of Bizet, Debussy and Ravel, as 
well as Falla and Rodrigo. And, of course, without 
French food and Spanish wine (apologies for the 
bias), we would not be able to appreciate the 
exoticism and freshness of their art. 

For this program, we will perform pieces that 
reflect on this cultural exchange. To acknowledge 
the mark left on the Iberian Peninsula by 800 years 
of Moorish rule, we open our concert with Kareem 
Roustom’s Dabke, an Arabian folk dance. It’s the 
perfect appetizer to prepare our ears for the flamen-
co-infused Aranjuez Concerto, by composer Joaquín 
Rodrigo, who this year would have celebrated his 
120th birthday. Last but not least, we close the 
program with the then 17-year-old Bizet’s sprightly 
Symphony in C Major—a piece that established 
Bizet’s unique musical spirit for years to come.

FRANÇOIS LÓPEZ-FERRER recently came to inter-
national attention after a critically acclaimed debut 
with the Verbier Festival Orchestra, jumping in for 
Iván Fischer and conducting alongside Sir Simon Rat-
tle and Gábor Takács-Nagy at the 2018 edition of the 
festival. Appointed Assistant Conductor of the Cin-
cinnati Symphony Orchestra (CSO) and May Festival 
in September 2019, he conducts the CSO’s Young 
People’s Concerts and provides artistic support to 
CSO Music Director Louis Langrée and May Festival 
Principal Conductor Juanjo Mena. López-Ferrer holds 
a master’s degree in Orchestral Conducting from the 
Haute École de Musique de Lausanne and a Bachelor 
of Music degree in Composition from the University 
of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music.

COVID-19 SAFETY PROTOCOLS. Thank you for keeping everyone safe at Music Hall by following these protocols 
recommended by health and government officials: Wear your mask, covering your nose and mouth, and maintain social 
distance at all times; you may remove your mask to drink the bottled water available for purchase in the lobby. Remain in 
your ticketed seat; if you must briefly leave during the concert, please return to your ticketed seat as directed by venue 
staff. After the concert, exit the auditorium by row as announced from the stage. If you have any questions about your 
ability to abide by the rules above, please immediately seek a staff member’s assistance. cincinnatisymphony.org/safety

©Josefina Perez Miranda



Program Notes
KAREEM ROUSTOM
Dabke
The dabke is a folk dance from Palestine, Syria and 
Lebanon that is typically performed at joyous occa-
sions. The dabke is also a type of line dance where 
the leader, called a hawaash, directs the movements 
of the dancers. There are many variants of this dance, 
but Kareem Roustom’s (b. 1971, Damascus, Syria) 
highly rhythmic and coloristic arrangement is based 
on a six-beat dabke rhythm called sudaasi. Dabke is 
Roustom’s arrangement of the third movement of 
his A Voice Exclaiming, commissioned in 2013 by the 
Providence, RI-based Community MusicWorks and 
FirstWorks for the Kronos Quartet and musicians of 
Community MusicWorks. Dedicated to the memory 
of Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish and scored for 
triple string quartet, A Voice Exclaiming premiered 
on Nov. 8, 2013 in Providence.

JOAQUÍN RODRIGO
Concierto de Aranjuez for Guitar and 
Orchestra
Joaquín Rodrigo (b. November 22, 1901, Sagunto, 
Spain; d. July 6, 1999, Madrid, Spain) composed 
Concierto de Aranjuez at the suggestion of the 
guitarist Regino Sainz de la Maza in early 1939. 
Rodrigo, who first turned to music when he was 
four years old after becoming almost totally blind 
at age three due to diphtheria, wrote the Concierto 
while he lived in Paris, during the latter stages of the 
Spanish Civil War. Sainz de la Maza gave the piece 
its premiere in Barcelona on November 9, 1940. 

GEORGES BIZET
Symphony No. 1 in C Major
Georges Bizet’s (born October 25, 1838, Paris; 
d. June 3, 1875, Bougival, near Paris) Symphony No. 1 
is the composer’s first substantial musical work. He 
completed it when he was 17 years old, while study-
ing at the Paris Conservatoire. Bizet never mentioned 
the piece in his extensive letters, and it laid unknown 
in the Paris Conservatoire library until 1933, when it 
was “discovered” by a French musicologist. Shortly 
thereafter, in 1935, it received its world premiere in 
Basel, Switzerland and swiftly entered the standard 
repertoire for orchestra. 

Guest Artist
PABLO SÁINZ-VILLEGAS, guitarist
Praised as “the soul of the Spanish guitar,” Pablo 
Sáinz-Villegas has become a worldwide sensa-

tion, recognized among this 
generation’s great guitarists. 
With his “virtuosic playing 
characterized by irresistible 
exuberance” (New York Times), 
his interpretations conjure the 
passion, playfulness and drama 
of Rioja, his homeland’s rich 
musical heritage. He made his 
CSO debut in April 2016, Juanjo 
Mena conducting.

Among recent performance highlights are con-
certs with renowned tenor Plácido Domingo: one 
given on a floating stage on the Amazon River and 
streamed worldwide to millions and an anniversary 
concert at Chile’s National Stadium. He also gave the 
world premiere of Rounds, the first composition for 
guitar by Oscar-winning composer John Williams.

Sáinz-Villegas is an exclusive SONY Classical 
recording artist. Most recently he recorded the 
three Rodrigo concerti with the National Orchestra 
of Spain under the baton of Juanjo Mena, thereby 
becoming the first in more than 20 years to capture 
the Concierto de Aranjuez with the ensemble.

Born in La Rioja in Northern Spain, Sáinz-Villegas 
was inspired to take guitar lessons at age six and 
gave his first public performance at just seven years 
old. He lives in New York City.

©Lisa Mazzuco

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
For more information about the music on  
this program, and for details about the  
featured artists and the musicians of the  
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, please visit 
cincinnatisymphony.org/bizetrodrigo, or point 
your phone’s camera at this QR code:



LOUIS LANGRÉE, CSO Music Director
Louise Dieterle Nippert & Louis Nippert Chair

Matthias Pintscher, CSO Creative Partner
François López-Ferrer, CSO Assistant Conductor 
Ashley and Barbara Ford Chair for Assistant Conductor
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Upcoming Concerts
Tickets on sale now for live, in-person performances

513.381.3300 • cincinnatisymphony.org

You have asked how you can help. Consider a tax-deductible gift online at
cincinnatisymphony.org/donate.

SPIRITED
RIFFS Mahler’s The Song of the Earth

PINTSCHER
CONDUCTS

MILHAUD • DAVIS
BERNSTEIN • ADAMS

FEB 19–21
FRI 7:30 pm; SAT 7:30 pm
Matthias Pintscher conductor
Michelle DeYoung mezzo-soprano
Sean Panikkar tenor

MAR 13–14
SAT 2 pm; SUN 7:30 pm
Louis Langrée conductor
Conrad Tao piano

MAR 13–14
SAT 7:30 pm; SUN 2 pm
Louis Langrée conductor
Melissa White violin

FEB 19–21
FRI 7:30 pm; SAT 7:30 pm
SUN 2 pm
Louis Langrée conductor

TRAVELING WITH

MOZART

All-Mozart Weekend


